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PREFACE TO TlIK TIIIBD EDITION. 



The present Edition of these observations on HomoeopatliT 

is so greatly increased beyond the last as almost to form a 

new work. Several of tbe foot-notes in the Second Edition 

have in this been extended and enlarged into separate 

chapters ; and various (]uestions, formerly omitted for want 

of space, are now duly discussed. Let me add, that in stating 

thp riift'erent tenets of Homoeopathy, I have, with the desire 

Iff avoiding error, usually given them as far as possible in 

Tiahnemann's own words, or in those of his leading disciples. 

I A great part of the following pages was written and 

riuted last summer. I mention this circumstance in order 

J account for what might otherwise appear as inaccuracies 

L some of the printed dates; as in those to be found, for 

ixnmple, in the chapter on the Magnetoscope. More impor- 

Iftnt avocations repeatedly intervened to stop entirely for 

I time the progress of the essay. And, indeed, I can only 

hope that the intermitting and desultory way in which the 

whole has been necessarily written amidst the pressure of 

Tlther duties, will be accepted by my professional brethren as 

pme excuse for the defects and repetitions which they may 

jftve occasion to observe in the execution of it. 

In the Preface to the last Edition, I made the following 
batement, namely, that — " I at one time intended to leave 
lit the letter to Dr Russell, and the two first pages of the 
leech. as ttiey referred to personal matters more than to 
miEopathy. They have tieen retained, however, and 



VUI PREFACE TO THE THIBD EDITION. 

merely because the reason of tlieir omission might possibly 
have beeu misinterpreted." 

As I have no fear now of such misinterpretation of my 
motives, I have omitted the parts alluded to from the pre- 
sent Edition ; and the more so, aa I was anxious that the 
following chaptei-s should contain a ftill exposition of the 
tenets of homoeopathy, without unnecessarily mixing up any 
pergonal disputations with that exposition. 

For the same reason, I have not answered here any of the 
different homtBOpatliJc attaclfs upon my former observa- 
tions. It is said that in a hopeless and hollow law-suit, an 
English barrister had his brief at the day of trial handed to 
him with this note — "No case; but take a cliauee of deci- 
sion in our favour by personal abuse of the opposite counsel." 
The homceopathic author of the principal reply to my pre- 
vious pamphlet seems to have taken up the same tactics as 
the best or the only line of defence for his system. And I 
have no wish to disturb him in it ; more particularly as, like 
an unhappy lawyer pleading a bad cause, he has himself, in 
my opinion, evidently no faith whatever in his own irrele- 
vant arguments and diversified mis-statements. 

Tlie calculations in the Appendij!, relative to the actual 
amoimt of the infinitesimal doses used by homceopathists, 
bring out such almost incredible results, that I deem it 
right to state that these calculations have been kindly and 
carefully looked over by four or five of the most distin- 
guished Mathematicians in this country. I mention this as 
the best pledge for the accuracy of these computations. 

Since the first chapter was printed, it has been publicly 
intimated on the part of the University of St Andrews, and 
of King's College, Aberdeen, that these I ustitutions intend 
to refuse their Medical Degree to practitioners of homoeu- 
pathy. 
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HOMCEOPATHY. 



CHAPTER I. 

|PEELIM1FAEY EEMARKS REGAEPINQ THE EELATIONS OP 
H0MCE0PATHIST8 TO THE PEA0TITI0NER8 OF LEGITIMATE 
MEDICINE; DECLARATIONS OF HAHNEMANN ON THE POINT! 
OATH TO HOMtEOPATHIO LICENTIATES, ETC. 



pDoRiNG 'the course of 1851, varioua concurrent circumstances, 
which it is unnecessary to detail here, tejided to direct the par- 
ticular attention of the medical corporations and societies of Great 
Britain to the anomalous position and statns of practitioners of 
homoeopathy. In consequence, the Eoj-al College of Physicians 
and the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh, the Faculty of 
Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow, the Medical Society of Liondon, 
the Provincial Medical Association of England, and different medical 
Societies throughout the country, all Baverally passed resolutions pro- 
hibitory of their fellows and members meeting professionally with 
those who affect to cure the diseases of their patients in accordance 
with the peculiar tenets and practices of Hahnemann. 

The Royal College of Physicians of London have not passed 

any formal general resolutions on the subject of homa3opatliy ; but 

some time ago, on an application for ita license or degree of Doctor 

of Medicine being made by a, liomoaopatliic practitioner, the College, 

Lthrough its President, Dr Paris, answered as follows : — 

" Sir,— The foundation of the Ro;aI Co1I(!ge orPhyBinianB was for the purpose of 
piaranteeing lo Iho puhlic skilful and safe pTacliLioners. 
" The College of Phfiriclans regard the so-ealled HomrcopnilhistB as neither skilful 
nor safe practitioners, 
I " Therefore Ihe College caunol, wilhout hetrajing a sacred truat, give its license 
la persona nhoin thej regard as wboll; unworthj iheir conGdenee, and with whom it 
It poasible Ihey can hold anj commnnion. — I remain," etc. 

" JOHS AtPTOK PiRlB." ' 

' See "Lanoet," Dec. 27, 1851, p. BOB. 
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S BE80LUTION9 OP THE COLLEGES, ETC, 

The Court of Examiners of the Society of Apothecaries of England 
lately also declared that, " In their capacity of Examiners, tliey 
would refuse their certificate to any candidate who professed, during 
his examination, to found his practice on what are called homceo- 
pathic principles."^ 

In reference to these resolutions of the CoOegcs and other medical 
bodies, it is perhaps proper that it should be distinctly explained 
and understood, that the practitioners of Homceojjathy, pai-ticularly 
those in Great Britain, have generally sought to derive advantage 
from the assertion, that the doctrines of Hahnemann regarding 
intinitesiinal doses, etc., formed merely additions to and improve- 
ments upon tliat system of medicine, " which had hitherto occupied 
tlie minds of men, and been tested and confirmed by the experience 
of ages," and that these doctrines were not fundamentally and en- 
tirely opposeil to the estahUshed system in its principles and practice. 
Homceopatliists fortified the belief of the public in this misconcep- 
tion by pointing to the fact, that they possessed the same medical 
licenses and degrees, and belonged to the same medical colleges, 
societies, etc., as the practitioners of legitimate medicine. 

Jjong, and as I conceive properly, the common law of England 
and Scotland has been such as to allow to British subjects the most 
perfect freedom as to patronising or practising any form whatever 
of medical superstition and pretension ; and the late resolutions of 
our medical corporations and societies were not, therefore, intended 
to interfere in any degree with bomosopathists continuing to treat 
all those who applied to them, according to their own peculiar 
creed. But the resolutions were intended to show that the differ- 
ences between the doctrines and practices of legitimate physicians, 
and the doctrines and practices of homoeopath ists, were so great as 
to render any further intercourse and co-operation between them 
impossible in the conduct of professional matters, and in the duties 
of professional life. Indeed, Hahnemann himself had long before 
pronounced precisely a similar opinion regarding the proper rela- 
tions of homoiopatbists to le^timate practitioners, and the impossi- 
bility of the disciples of homoeopathy countenancing the doctrines 
and practices of legitimate physicians, or, as he opprobriously and 
foolishly styled them—" allopaths." 

' " Lancet " for Jan. 17, 1S52, p. S3. 
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ANTECBDBNT8 OF nAHHEMANN. 3 

In the PrDface to the fifth edition of his " Organon,"^ pn1)lished 

1 1833, Hahnemann asserts and avows that the " old system " of 

medicine, which had been followed by physicians for at least some 

j3500 years before his birth, and bis own " newly discovered true 

healing art," wei'e nystems the " exact opposite " of each other ; as 

" opposite " (says he) " as day is to night ;" that the " unhallowed 

main business of the old school of medicine " was " to render 

through ignorance, if not fatal, at all events incurable, the vast 

majority (99 in every 100) oiall diseases;" that it " had shortened 

the lives of ten times as many human beings as the most destruc- 

Lfive wai-s, and rendered many millions of patients more diseased and 

retched than they were originally ;" and then, amidst other mat- 

rs, the proposer of Homoeopatby charitably maintains that the 

* pernicious practice" of the " old school" could only be followed 

»y men who are " insensible to the stings of conscience," etc. If it 

IWere necessary, It would be easy to add abundance of other quota-- 

ions of the same kind, and Iffeathing the same bitter spirit of oppo- 

ifition, from more modem homoeopathic writings.' 

I have cited these expressions and opinions of Hahnemann, indited 
■Bs they were by him in the " calmness and coolness of old age," — 
Vfi^" he last published them when 78 years old, — ^in order to show 

OrgonoD of ModJcine, b; Samnal Hahnemann. Translatefl from the £flli 
an edition by E. E. Dudgeon, M.D., London," (London, 184!!,) Thia is the 
'ork in which HahnctDann faoa HyBtemati colly and melhodically laid down and ex- 
plained the peouliar medical creed of the school of Hunmopathy. The " Organon " 
being everywhere acknowledged by homccnpatbists as the principal and staodard 
work on the subject of Homoeopathy, I have refeired to and quoted it in the follow- 
ing pages far more frequently than any other homiEopathic book. 

The " Organon " waa first publiEthed by Hiihuemann in 1810. But nsbcemaDo 

"bad (obgervea Dr Miihry) begim to make hia EyEiein known before that time" 

ia but jast (stBlcs the same writer) to remark, that at least once previously he 

decclTOd the world, by selling at s high price, under the name of fhosdh, a 

lOBtrum which consisted of nothing but hoi-ax. This (adds Dr MUhryJ is a fact 

idenied even bj his adherenta." — Dr Forbes' Medical Hei'tBtu, vol. xxa. p. 665. 

lapathy does not aim at (be introduction of a new practice into a 
(olitary branch of the mediuU art, but demands far the field of its sweeping ceforrnB- 
tion the whole territory of prai:tical medicine, joins issao witb the old system on 
every inch of ite poaaeaaioDa, aod has to beat it from its fastuesses among the morasses 
' faUe experience, of vain hypothesis and tbeorj." (From p. 30 of " A Defence 
Hohnemaim and his Doctrines," published several years ago in Edinburgh, and 
ily stated, by the Editor of the London Medical Timet, " to have been nnderalDad 
have emanated from Drs Drysdale end Ituseell, and to have been revised b}~ Pro- 
Hen dorson."— See Medical Tima fur January 31, 1851, p, IIS.) 
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EXCLUSITESESS OF QOIKEOPATHT. 

tvfo tliinfi^ : — Firat, That in the controversry r^rarding honweopatby 
ail the dctTBCtion and abuse have not been confined, as some anxiously^ 
prvtend, U> one side ; and See(md(if, That Iluhnt-mann, the foondof ' 
of Jiorooeofiatby, and the great oraelo and anthoritj- of his sect, him- 
self declared surne Iwiiity years ago, what the British ntedieal cor- 
poraUoRS ani] societies have declared now (and what Ouy have been 
held up as " unjast" and " persecuting" for declaring), — namely, 
that the practilionors of honnBopathy cannot professionally co-operato 
or aHSficiate with the legitimate physicians of the " old school," for 
bomceo[>athy, as Hahnemann solemnly avowed and pronounced, 
" if rightly apprehended, will be found to be so exclusive, and in 
that way only stTvieoahle, tJiat as the doctrine is pure, so mu^t the 
practice be also ; and all backward straying to the pernicious routine 
of the old school (whose opposite it is, as day is to night), is totally 
imposaihle." ' Now, certiunly, the late resolutions of our medical 
colleges and societies have done nothing more than carry this opinion 
and dictum of Hahnemann regarding his own foUowers into virtual 
effect ; and surely it is inconsistent on the part of these followers 
and others, to hold u]i such a tardy step as an instance of " perse- 
cution." At the same time, in adopting this step, the colleges and 
societies have so far discharged their duty to the profession and the 
public, by at last testifj-ing before them, in what light the loading 
medical bodies view the creed and principles of the homceopatbista. 
To ask men holding that creed, and practising upon these principle^ 
to dissociate themselves from our medical colleges and societies, ia 
cert^nly no more an act of injustice than it would be for a Christiau 
Church to remove from its communion those who held the creed and 
practised the tenets of Mohammedism or Buddhism, Mormonism or 
Swedenborgianism, or of any other extreme and esclusive religious 
heresy. With the opinions wliicli the medical societies and collegos 
have formed of liomojopathy, they were as much bound to dissociate 
from them the followers of Hahnemann, as they would he bound to 
dissociate from them the followers of Morrison, or Coffin, or St John 
Long, or of any other extreme and exclusive medical heresy. Nay, 
should not the expressed doctrines and pnblislied tenets of Hahnoniann 
on this point have led the homoeopathists to take this step tlicmselves, 
and of tiidr own accord, instead of forcing so disagreeable a duty 
upon the Colleges ? In our own country, and in our own times, wo 
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HOMEOPATHIC PH0FE8SI0N OF FAITH. '' 

ive seen Professors of Theology in onr UniverBitiea, aud numbers of 
clergymen, Toluntarily, and as an act of simple common honesty, 
withdraw themselves from those corporations and communions whose 
principles tliey could no longer hold ; and this in cases where the 
^communion to which they belonged, and not they tliemselvea, 

id changed tlieir behcf. And would not each one of these men 
liave felt and considered his integrity surrendered and subverted, 
if he had persisted in retaining" privileges, and drawing pecuniary 
emoluments, connected with a creed which lie had come to 
repudiate t It might have been found difficolt or hnpossible to 
deprive, for instance, Dr Chalmers or Dr Welsh of their Profes- 
sorial chaii-s and salaiies in the University of Edinburgh, after they 
renounced the authority and discipline of the Established Church 
,of Scotland ; but if these eminent men had then insisted on re- 
[iftining, in the University, whatever of station or emolument they 
lid retain legally, would the world not have pronounced a severe 
"ict on their sense of moral honour and uprightness ? 
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If it were necessary, it would, as I have already observed, be easy 

to add from other modern homo:opathic WTitings, abundant proof 

of the exclusive spirit of homcoopathy, and its opposition to regular 

ajid legitimate medicine. Let me adduce a single instance. In 

America, one or two institations for licensing practitioners of 

homoeopathy have been set on foot. The regulations of one of 

these hcensing bodies at Rio have been published at some length 

L>in a work by Dr Mure, who was for a time President of the lusti- 

ttution. Each candidate for the license of medical homceopathic 

l^iractice, is first called upon to *' make voluntarily" a " Profession 

of Faith," commencing as follows : — 

" My hand upon my conscience, and my eyes nptumed to heaven, 
I embrace homccopathy, and declare, after having examined atten- 
tively and impartially the various systems of medicine, that I ac- 
knowledge the doctrine of Hahnemann to be the only true medical 
i doctrine," etc. etc. 
And subsequently, with all the company present listening " in 
religious silence," the candidate for the license of practice was re- 
hired to take the following grave liomceopatbic sponsio, or 



OATH. 

1 oiir Saviour Jeans Chrisi, who sufTored and died for us, cedeeuiiDg 
IS by his precions blood, and hj virtue of his pains obtaining for ub 



G OATn TO UOSKEOI'ATUIC LICENTIATES. 

eternal felicit; : bj our Divine BetleeEaer, whom I Dnf{ht lo imitate as Atr 
aa human weabnexa permits, I awear: — 

" 1. To redeem the BufTeringa of the sick bj the prerentiTe snSeriiiga of 
pnre experimentation, which 1 ahatl make myself, or bj means of pcrauns 
animated by the like oharily. 

"2. Not to treat patients bat hj medicaments whoee elects li 
well prosed, which are in the domain of pure homceopathj, as 1 have 
acknowledged and declared in my profession of faith. 

" 3. To observe atrictly the precepts of the gospel in the exercine of my 
duties, regarding as sacred objects the secrets of families, virtue, the modestf 
of women, and the indigence of the poor. 

"1. To propngate the knowledge of the principles of Pure Homcuopalhy 
by all lawful meanu in my power. 

" 5. To profit as muoli us possible by the propagation of the principles of 
homreopathy, and by the advantages of its application, in order to make 
them serve to diffuse Christianity, to further Chnatiau instroctioa, and the 
civiliaatioD uf the IniliaiiB; and to require of Fagaas, Mobumuiedans, idol- 
aters, and otheT infidela, thoil converBion to the faith, before initialing them 
into a kuon1cdg« of the principloa of homcBopnthy. 

" And this I swear, in the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoal." 

I have extracted the preceding translation of this homceopathic 
oath and profession of faith from a review of Dr Mure's work, in 
Ihe " British Journal of HomcBopathy" for 1849,' a Journal edited 
by Dr Rutherford Russell of Edinburgh, Dr Drysdale of Liver- ■ 
pool, and Dr Dudgeon of Loudon. The profession of faith andl 
veiy Bolemn oath thus imposed upon medical students coming fop-( 
ward as candidates for the license of prat;tice, are quoted in the 
Journal edited by these physicians, without wie single word of doubt 
or blame upon the " iUiberality " of the proceeding, or one single 
hint or observation upon the " impropriety" of forcing the yoi 
inexperienced medical licentiate to swear to maintain through life, at 
the risk of perjimng himself, a creed which ninety-nine out of e' 
hundred medical men deem to be utterly false. Indeed, ; 
quoting the profession of faith, the preceding oath, and other steps-l 
in the process of licensing, the only comment which is added in this 
" British Journal" is the following : — " This augUBt ceremony vfoaM 
repeated last year, imd it is hoped the occasion for it may he 1 
perennial." * 

' British Jouroal of Homoeopathy, vol. vii. p. 535, etc. 

' Yet one □!' these same aciitors, Dr Uussell, a short time aubsequenlly, published I 
Id the same Journal a letter full of '' intense indignation " (to use his own words) ■ 
against the " folly, criminality, and cruelty" of remitting, for a few weeks, a candl-W 
date (br a medical degree at a British Univeruty, on aacount of " aeiious duubt. u | 
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The spirit and tendencies of these proceedings and observations of 
Halmemann, and of his modern disciples, is, I believe, too self-evident 
to require any remarks to be added in the way of commentary. 



to the sonndness of bis principles of practice," uui " hia inanfflcieiK^]' (of knowledge) 
on some aubjecta of exumination " (surgery and medical jnrispradeDce). In conae- 
<iuenca of Ibe remiaaion of tbis iatendiDg bomteoptitbist, Dr Busaell, his two brother 

» editors, their pstJentsi, and moo; others, signed a petition to the Patrons of the 
University of Edinbnrgb on the matter, praying thom to prevent " any undue 
Utempis lo intarfere with the full liberty of atudenta of medicine." (See B. ftiU 
Analysisof [his vary foolish " monster petition" in the " MoDthly Journal of Medical 
Science" for Febraary IS53, pp. 1S7 to 153.) 

Araongist the signatures to this petitioo, the names of Clergymen are particularly 
numerons. Would these ClergymBD have giren the license of e/ieir diverse churches 
or denominationB to any student whom (hey knew to be a believer in the tenets of 
Cnitftrianiam, or Mormonisni, qr MohammediBm, and who avowed his intention to 
preach and practise these docttiooa ? Or would they consider the refusal of Llieir 
different licenses to such persons, as (lo repeat their own words) "uudae attempM 
to interfere with the full liberty of students" of theology ? 

More lalely, there wag formed, and widely advertised, an " Association for tbe 
Protection of lIomcEopathic Sludeats and Praotitioaers." The funds of this asso- 
ciation have been in part, if not principally, ased to enable Dt Kusaell to publish 
at a cheap rate a volume intended to promote tbe cause of bomosopathy; and 
misrepresenting and abusing personally various members of the medical profession 
here and elsewhere. Tbe volume thus edited by Dr Russell contains, amongst other 
matter, a defence, by the Rev. Mr Everest, Vicar of Wickwar, agunst an eKposition 

of hia homoiOpBthic theology and doctrines by Dr Cormack (For an accouat of 

Mr Everest's Hahnemannic Sermon and Theology, see subsequently, obapter ill. 
f. 24.)— In tbe list of tbe Association in tnestion there are tbe names of four or five 
Edinburgh clergymen, cootributing ibus with their money to the republication of this 
debnce of Mr Everest's Seimon. Let us, for their own sokes, charitably hope that 
they did nut intend by this act to signify their approval and homologation of Mr 
Evcreat's theologico-homceopatbic tenets. 

On the fly-leaf of the first Number for 165! of the " British Joama! of HomteO' 
pathy," edited by Dr Russell, etc^ there is an advertisement of Dr Bnssell's volnme, 
and it is therein stated, tbut " the Association has already enrolled among its 
members, names of the kigluisi weight in the political, social, and literary world." 
At the end of his volume, pnbliahed months subaeqneutly to this advertisement, Dr 
Russell baa indiscreetly printed the names of the male members of this Association. 
Unfortoaately for the truth even of the advertisement, brief as it is, of the volume, 
there is not, in the whole of this list, the name of any man of any note or einiaence 
r ^rhatever in science or politics. And the only name among them known, as Ikr as I 
re, in tbe literary world, is Uial of a very eccentric dignitary of the F.piscopal 
t^nrcb, who has long been known as an ospcoial patron of clairvoyance, mesmerised 
r, impossible cures of blindaejfs, homceopatby, and the Uke. 



CHAPTER II. 

BEPORT OP SPEECH ON HOMIEOPATHV AT THE MEDICO- 
CHIRUaaiCAL SOCIETY ; HGMfEOPATilY AS JUDGED BY THE 
8TANDAKD OF COMMON SENSE ; EXIGUITY OP DOSES, ETC. 



[At theiT first meeli»g for the Winter StesionlSSi-SZ, tha Medieo-CldrargiaUSocistg ^ 
of Edinburgh vnanimnviltf pasted a resolution of a n'milar cAorntier to th/ise 
mentioned. Frofetaor Sipae moned, — " T/iat the public pro/eaiion o/JIom/eopal 
be held lo disqualify for being admitted or remaining a Member of the Medieo-Chinirgica 
Sodetg of Edinhurgk." A report of Mr Syme'a remarki, and of thaie made by mysejf 1 
in KCavditig Mr Syme's motion, mta publitfied in th4 " Montilg Journal of Medieai% 
Science" for December 1861. Tke portion of thit report containing my obeervationt^ 
to Ae Society, ii reprinted in the folloieing Chapter, with, as slated in the preface, the | 
omiision of lAote malleri which were merely perional,^ 



Dr Simpson seconded Mr Syme's motion 

For one, Dr Simpson rejoiced that the Colleges had taken up ,1 
the subject, and set the matter on its right footmg, hy making 4 
the question of meeting houiceopathista not a question longer left I 
to the responsibility and importunitiea of individuals, but a question J 
which the profession had fixed and settled in their corporate capar J 
city. 

The resolutions of the Colleges would, he believed, be doubly u 
fill by not only determining for the future the proper line of duty of 
the profession towards homoeopathists ; but by showing also to the 
homceopathiats their exact position in relation to the profession. Al- 
most all the fellows of our two Colleges of Physicians and Surgeona 
belong to the Medico-Chirurgical Society ; and in their capacity as 
follows of their respective Colleges, have already unanimously ap- 
proved of the resolutions of the Colleges regarding the propriety o 
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cxcludiDg homoeopatliista from our professional comniiuiioii. Most, 
if not all, of the members of the Medico-Chirurgical Society who do 
not happen to be fellows of either of the Colleges, hold, I believe, 
the same views. In requesting, therefore, the practitioners of homoeo- 
pathy to withdraw themselves from us, the MetUco-Chirurgical 
Society is merely, so far, carrying into practical effect the rosolutiona 
r&f the Colleges on this same subjeot. And most of the members are 
■probably aware that while very strong legal donbts exist as to pubhc 
pchartered corporations, like the two Colleges, having tlie power of 
exercising this right, fortunately, any private unchartered Society, like 
the Medico- Chimrgical, need fear no legal obstacle in enforcing their 
judgment. In passing therefore — and it is to be hoped, unani- 
Tmoualy — such a motion as that proposed by Mr Syme, we, the mem- 
Krs of tlie Medico-Chirurgical Society, show our anxiety and desire 
f to be rid of the professional presence of homocopathiats in all our in- 
stitutions, by showing them our determination to be rid of them in 
those places from which we have an undoubted right of enforcing 
their exclusion. Every proper feeling of respect for ourselves, and 
every proper feeling of regard for the advancement of the great 
ecience which we cultivate, seem now to call upon us for this dis- 

I agreeable step. For years past they have been allowed, and almost 

^^^^without gainsay or resistance on oiur part, to hold up to the lay 
^^^niubUc all the best acknowledged principles of our medical philosophy 
^^^Kmd practice — principles that have stood the test of thousands of 
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My friend, Dr James Itussell, in a lottei which be baa published in fuTour of 

Ikomceopathj, oliaerves, "In the meedng of the Medico- Chlrurgical Society, some 

homtcupathiELB were spoken of as holiling up all the beat acknanledged principles of 

medical philosophf sod practice — principlea which have stood the test of ihou- 

of years — as deluaians and errors, I have not (says Dr RuSEell) so spoken, nor 

luiB any one erer spoken so in my hearing." Bnl see the qootations in our prslimin- 

■ks, p, 2, whera we find Hahnemano himself dcnouDcing the piinciplas of 

ralJooal mcditine oa the "eiact opposite" of the principles of homteo- 

pftlhy, aa dilfi;reDt " as day is from night," With a tune of perfect and indisputable 

infallibility, Uahoemnnn eLiewhera remarks, " U is ihfobsidle that there can be 

another trtto beat method of caring dynamic diseases, that is all diseases not alrictly 

rgical, heaides homi£opathy,jLu>t as it is imposaihlc to draw more than one atraight 

line betwixt two given polDla."—(Or^<»ton, p. 206.} See also, for the same opinion, the 

work, p. ISO. AmoDgat other ditFtrcncea, let me ioataoce only one example. 

allplacemuch value npon the study of J/oi'i<i'</.'lnafDtn^. In regard to the internal 

ibaogea (t^ncer, tubarolea, etc. etc.} seen on inapeolion of the body after 

bath, and which the pnotiser of the p»eudo-art of allopathy is (says he) In the habit 

''of pointing out to the sorrowing relatlvea," Hahnemann insinttatea or rather avers 
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turn roiimi and aak them, as we do to-Tiiglit, to remove themselves 
from amoiigat men whose opinions they systematic ally affect to de- 
rido and decry. Nay, what good can they tliemselvea derive trom 
pertinaciously adhering to a Society like oura, composed of profes- 
sional men banded together with the view of cultivating medical 
science in a mode and on prinriplea which they at one time professed 
to honour, but which thc^y now profess to repudiate ? As Mr Syme 
has properly observed, they have in fact already all but separated 
from our Society, inasmuch as they have alienated themselves from 
our Society and College meetings and discussions, as if ashamed of 
the very step which they had taken. When we ask them to retire 
from our Society, as Mr Syme's motion proposes, we ask them 
uieroly to sever entirely a tie which they have already virtually 
broken. 

Dr S. further argued for the propriety of this motion on another 
ground, — vik., that the presence of liomceopatbists at our Society, 
even if they did come to our meetings, was not at all calculated to 
promote that principal and leading object of the Medico-Chirurgical 
Society, — the cultivation and advancement of medical science and 
knowlcdgi'. For he held that no man, or set of men, could in 
any degree aid in eflt'Cting this object, who entertained principles 
such as those which form the basis of the homcoopathic belief. We 
were as much justified in asking those who had taken up a belief in 
the follies of Hahnemann and his Organon to withdraw from our 
Society, as a Christian community would be justified in expelling 
tlioso of its members who came to believe in the folhes of Joe Smith 
and the Moi-mon Uible. These two heresies — the homceopatliic and 
the Monnonite — seemed, in fiicl, to have many points in common, 
tliough tile one belonged to me^cine, and could only be properly 

((>rjf>Hi»s p. 1 so), (us fM w 1 underaitnil hii langtwge\ that ** thoM deceilAil rccorils, 
the illuslrate'l work* on Pathologic^ Analomj, oxhibii the proilucu of inch lameat- 
ablA bungling:'' mcrol; ai reaulM from allapathj. In anolber work. wldressinK allo- 
p»lh1i' iihjsicians. ho obffTWf^ " Ro not loo anxious to iniiiM on the dbseclioa of the 
carpMW of ih»!M you hkvti ttone to death. You would not do U did ;oa know irhat 

}DH tbenbjr r*ivid«d (u him who knoni the truth. Ttt«n) ti di^la^ed ^in 

' dlsMOtloDs) nut what was pivm>d( bvlbn your ttvatnient. at jwi wvuld fain pvisiutde 
tbv kUiWm, but irhal was prwlufn/ h; jour trvatskgnt ! "— JJiiAhwhiiw's tttanr 
Wi^iBj/t, br Dc Dudgeon |.l!ll\ p. UO, I ahould hops that Dr RoomU will eoa- 
Mit with me that auch ujiVnlons od morbM aiuilwit; mur have b 
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' judged of by physicians ; and the other belonged to theology, tmd 
could only pi-opcrly be judged of by clerical men. They were both 
equally wild. Some homoeopathists profess Hahnemann to have 
been inspired ; as the Mormouites hold Smith to have been. Both 
heresies also were extending, it was true ; but that was no evi- 
dence of the value of either. It has been alleged that we have no 
jaion of faith in medicine, — no standard by which we can pos- 
Ltibly judge, as clerical bodies do, of the amount of error and devia- 
ilion of those members of the professiou who, from time to time, may 
Ithoose to set at nought the common principles of that profession. 
f But we have a contession of faith, and a standard by which we co« 
I j^i^ge such men, namely, THE standard OP COMMON SENSE. If 
t fie Judge by this simple standard the opinions of Hahnemann and 
I his followers, we will find them sadly, very sadly, wanting. In fact, 
I all the dogmas and doctrines peculiar to him, are a tissue of the 
I strangest contradictions and wildest absurdities. II' a grown-up man 
I were gravely and seriously to assert to the world that two and two 
five, the world would be inclined to look upon him as doubts 
fiilly rational, inasmuch as he defied the principles of common sense. 
And when other grown-up men tell the world that they can cure this 
I or that disease with a billionth or decillionth of a grain of this or that 
I common and probably even inert di-ug, they express an opinion per^ 
haps even more intensely and directly absurd than the doctrine of 
I two and two making five. All men can at once, because without any 
,t intellectual eftbrt, see through the foolishness and impossibility 
I of the idea of two and two making five, but they do not equally see 
1 through the absurdity and impossibility of the more complicated, 
f but equally ridiculous idea, of the billionth or decillionth of a grain 
of oyster-shell, or chamomile, or belladonna, or the like, having any 
I possible effect whatever upon the economy, for, resting contented with 
the mei'e name, they never once think or dream of what in reality a 
bCliontli or a decillionth amounts to. Medical jurists and lawyers 
know of no poison, however strong and powerful, the bilhonth or 

1 decillionth of wliicli would in the least degree affect a man or harm 
a fly. They tell ub that the mere division of their drugs invests 
them with " tremendous" power ; ' but they could not ijijure or 
; 



» imagine for a mometit, in the way of illogtratioD, a parallel case, and oae 
e compartson being taken IVom onotber department of art, the qaeBtian la 
I not easily capable of being rendered comples or casniBtital, aa has loo often bappened, 
»ben the buman body and the art of physio were impliealed in il. Suppose (lo t«ke 
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nifv.i:t till! iVfiilcst ilisL'ct with ont? uf tbeii- " tremendous" biliionths or 
dHfilliorUlia. Fur what, in fact, ia a billionth of a grain t Why, if 
& Hinglo grnin of sulphur were divick'd, oa tlio homocopathists uae it 
atid otlicr dniga, into hilliontha, and ii'our common parent, Adam, 
wliQii calltid inh) oxiatenco some 6,000 ;^ear3 ago, had tlien begun 
BWallowing a billionth every aecond, and if he had betm permitted to 
live up to the pruaent time doing nothing but swallowmg night and 
day CO billiontha evory minutti, he would as yet have completed only 
a small part of his task. It woidd require him to work and swallow- I 
ttt the same ratu for 24,000 years yet to como, in order to finish ona 1 
■ingle grain of a drug, which has liltlo effect on his present descend- 
antB ill doses of 25 or 50 graiiia. Yet the horaceopathista believe^.! 
thiit a few of tlio sulphur billiontha wliich Adam would have swal- 
lowed during tlieao 30,000 yoara would cure, forsooth, an attack of I 
jaundice. II' we appeal to our stuntlard — the standard of commori I 
tmM — ahuuld nut men hoUlinj; principles of snch unmitigated ridi- 
culousness bo requested to witlidraw from thb and other medical I 
societies I But a billiontJi was, after all, only the sixth dilution of tt I 
grain, lloma'opathists liave dilutions far more refined, and doses 
far more infinitesimal than that. Some amongst them allege that 
drugs should always be used in their ihii-tieth dilution, or in decil- 
lionths, and Hahnemann uvci'rt.'d that even the smell of snch a dose i 
la enough. When they speak of the dectllionlh of a grain, they J 
soein little to rcckou what a deciUionlh amounts to. For it is a 
sum the more figures of which can scarcely give us any conceptioi\| 
of its infinitesimal amount, (viz., — 
1.0O0iOOO,0OO,OOO,(MX\OOO,OO0,0OO,OO0,O(X^OOO,OO0iOO0,OCl0i0OO,OOO,OOO,OO(\O0O.00ft ■ 
The world is computed to contain at the present time some nine 



llM naule of ■ lata writer) ■ djer taw ■ mac tbrow \ few pinches of jellaw tnnneiic 
dj« isto tlM Lake of GeaeTa, mis tbe inrmeric doty uid inttmatelj wiLb Lhe water, 
■nd then protead, withoot end, to dje calicoes jellow by dipping tbem in one or in 
BTei; part of tbe \aka, would the d jer beliere there noa no trick or deception in it ? 

Can be, as a lotional being, posatblj credit tlial a few gmoa of Inrmeric could give ■ 
powei of djeiog linen jellcw to the whole walera of the Lake ? Cena.iiilT not. And 
jet tira homreopalhisC tells oh, foraootb, that a doe and intintate admixtara of a grain 
or some fraction of a grain of chamomSe, or pnUalilla, or sulphur, would impait the 
poweraf coiingjaaniiice, ete^ to every glassfal of a bodyof walerfar.fu lai^crthaB 
the waters of anch a Lake, If the djer doubted Che power of the infliiilediaal d<we 
of tameiic in the Lake in relation to kis art, itirely Che physician may eipal^ exez- 
cise the same pririlege, with regard to the power of a similar or eTsn gm%dj MoaHet 
•lose, in cdatiuo to any inmgjnary medicinal projMrties Bnppowd to be imported li 
Lhe waters by its inilueDiie. 
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liundi-ed millions of liuman beings. K all these nine hundred mil- 
lions of human beings had lived daring the past six thousand years, 
and each of them had Bwallowed, every moment of their existence, a 
decillionth of a grain, such aa the homteopaths use, they would not 
during these six thousand years, have finished one single grain ; nay, 
one grain would, in fact, suffice them all for millions and millions of 
years yet to corae, A writer in the Edinburgh Review for October 
1851, in order to give his readers some idea of the numbers that wera 
published of the catalogue of the Groat Exhibition, states, that if these 
catalogues were placed in a vertical line or row, the base of whioli was 
t the bottom of the Pacific, the apex of the row would reach as high 
1 the top of Chiinborazo. About twenty homoeopathic globules 
make an inch, and if each of these contained a decillionth of a grain, 
E homteopaths profess to use them, a continuous row of these 
decillionth globules would make a lino which would stretch fi^im the 
_^ttom of the Pacific, not only as high as Chimborazo ; or even as far 
8 the moon j but it would extend many, many times from the sun 
a the outermost planet In our system ; or even as far as any known 
A grain of belladonna orother of their drugs, distributed in such 
BcQIionth-dose globules, would make continuous lines many, many 
illion times longer than all the railroads and other roads that ever 
!ver will be, formed on the face of the earth ; nay, they 
Would cover the surface of all these roads many million times, in all 
their lengths and breadths. And yet, say the homceopatlis, take a 
■pin's point and lift out a few of these belladonna globules spread out 
'mtenninable lines of road, and you will cure with them a 
I case of scarlet fever. Surely men holding such fantastical doctrines, 
e not men mentally fit to be members of such a Society as this, 
'hey are heretical to the extent of utterly outraging the confession 
"kith that we use in medicuie, — tJie' standard of common sense; 
mpiiA they cannot rightly deem us tjTajmical if, in consequence, we re- 
[uest, in such a Society as this, to be relieved of their companionship. 
One remark of Mr Syme regai'ding the number of homccopathic 
(ctitionera in Edinburgh, reminded Dr Simpson of a curious fea- 
Uure in homoeopathic practice among ns. lie was not sure of bow 
many practitioners of homceopatliy we had in Edinburgh : but they 
"" were all conversant with the fact, that there wei-e three homceopathic 
dnig-shops in the town. That fact was in itself a significant and 
illustrative fact. lie did not know the number of drugs tliat homceo- 
'pathigts used, but he did not suppose that they exceeded 250 or 300 
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separate articles. He was not aware what a graJn of eat'li might 
cost ; but he iuiaginetl, not above a penny or two at most, on the 
average. And one single grain in even their fourth or fifth dilu- 
tions, would, of course, be sufficient during any one druggist's life- 
time, not only for a whole town such as Edinburgh, but tor a whole 
universe ; while a grain of a drug divided into quintillionths or 
decilliontha might in truth serve an entire race during an entire 
geological epoch. A homoeopathic apothecary's stock in trade could 
not consequently well exceed a few sliillings, or a few pounds at 
most, and need not surely require renewal during the longest life* 
time. And yet these same homceopatliic dilutions seem convertible^ 
through an adequate amount of credulity on the part, of the public, 
into annual incomes suiGcient for the maintenance of three thriving 
drug establishments ! To effect this, the dmggists must sell their 
pharmaceutical exiguities at something like a billionth or docOlionth 
of profit. He did not blame the druggists for this, or for charging, 
as they did, very smartly for the globules which they sold. Their 
high price was indeed in itself a more potent therapeutical agency i 
than any problematical medicinal matter which they contained ; for 
what a man pays a high price or sum for, must, he naturally be- 
lieves, be of high value.' But surely we may well smile at the 
deluded buyers zealously emptying their purses in the purchase of 1 
Buch dreamy nonentities. 

Nor did it seem necessary that the globules of sugar of milk ■ 
should go even through the form of being medicated with their sup- , 
posed quadrillionths, qnintilHonths, etc., of the drug whose name th^ | 



' According to Dr Schuhart'B evidence ragarding tbe opinions and praclici 
EalmBmann, tbe founder of homtaopatb; was perfectly Bwore of this fact. " Hahee- 
m&nn never hesitated (says Dr Scbnbert) Co promise recover}' to ever; pal 
wilhoat concerning bimself about tbe Dature of the malady ; and I bave seen 
ludicrous results follow these predictions. Uis plan was to demand fur the cure, in 
the shape of a fee, a good round sum — one half to be paid donn, — unlimited cunfi. 
denoe in bis treatment, doses of sugar of milk (undiuggcd), aod a particular diet. 
Tbe dieting, which simpl; coosigted in the denial of all stimuli, he considered to be 
absoialely necessary in order to allow nature to have free play. Unliiuited conG- 
dencB ia the treatment was his great support in corryiDg out this system ; and be 
invariably iDSialed upon (his from every patient, well knowing that it was the im- 
portant secret of life and death in saoh cases. Further, he used lo observe, ' Wfl 
must not attend patients for nothing, or lei tbem bave even a pennyworth of medi- 
cine gratnitonsly ; the greater the sum paid for physio and pbyaidan, the greater is 
the confidence placed in both.' " — Casper'$ WocAenstArift for March IMS. — JVortAem 
Journal 0/ Medicine for 1845, p. ISl. 
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At least it had been averred that some in England whu 
affected to manufacture these medicated globules on the large scale, 
had found that the sugar of railk, of which these globules were, com- 
]>09ed, answered just as well with or without a dip in the pretended 
dilutions," And, as far as regarded the patient and the. disease, it 
mattered nothing what globule was given — whether one of charcoal 
or of arsenic. They were both so diluted as, of course, to be entirely 
inefficacious : and all the drngs and globules in a homoeopathic 
medicine-box being rendered equally null and innocent by their 
iwevioua reduction, any one of them could readily and succesafhlly 
replace any other. 

Eariy in the hiatoiy of homceopathy in Edinburgh, Dr Simpson 
had witnessed a circumstance proving, if any proof were required in 
such an instance, that all homo3opatbic globules act alike, — that any 
one may replace any other in the list; and that it is the belief with 
which the drug is taken, and not the infinitesimal drug itself, which 
produces the effect ascribed to it. Some eight or ten years ago, an 
old schoolmate of Dr Simpson having begun business as a homceo- 
patliic dmggist in Liverpool, kindly sent Dr S. a present of a small 
box of homoeopathic medicines ; and a very beautiful painted box it 
was. During the time it was in Dr S.'s possession, he put it only 
use, viz., he gave it as an occasional plaything to his eldest 
,»on, who was then a cliild. The boy, revelling in his permitted 
iMnotmt of mischief, used in his sport to uncork the small bottles, 
empty their globules into a heap and then refill the bottles from the 
general mass. Of course, this had speedily the effect of altering and 
disarranging the contents of the entire lilliputian drug shop ; the 
globules pertaining to the different bottles were more or less 
thoroughly mixed together; and sometimes, when the child was tired 
of his occupation, others at last refilled the bottles fi^om the general 
heap. A professional brother happening to call at Dr S.'s house 
«ie day when Dr S. was absent from home, saw the box, and put it 



• See astalement bj Dr Gloyar of Newoaatle, in the ioncct for Jan nary II, 1851, 
gBrdiag a, London firm manufacturing GO lbs. weight of bomrvopathio druga everj 
■ fbitnigbt ; bnt who were "so well aware (sayB Dr GloTcr) of the farce, BB neTereven 
to attempt the troublesome mode of manufacture required by homieopathy, so that 
le drugs really and truly contain nothing." In a late letter, Dr Qlover infonna me, 
at tlie agent of B London wholeaalB firm, which is either the first, or about the fint, 
luse in the hne, made the statement in question before wilncsaeB, in the house of 
e Messrs Gilpin and Company, Druggists, Nowcaitle. 
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iii Ilia jiocket, Many weeks afterwards, the now pi-oprietor of the 
box met Dr S., and told him that he had been trying to practise 
homoaopathically, at which Dr S., expressed his regret ; and lie added, 
tbat he had seen some wonderful effects and cures from using the 
drugs contained in Dr S.'a own formei- honiceopathic box 1 Wrongly 
perhaps, as Dr S. now thinks, lie did not at tlio time tell this phy- 
sician that the globules of the bottles which he had been using were 
elaborately cominixe<l ; but the whole struck bim aa so good a joke 
at tlie moment, that ho thought he would reserve it to bring it out 
upon his friend on some future and more ripe occasion, for the pur- 
pose of laughing him out of his homoeopathic delusion. But, unfor- 
timattily, matters hastened rapidly on ; the physician became more 
and more a homceopathist ; and then it became too serious a matter 
to joke about, when he actually published a list of supposed homoeo- 
pathic cures. The whole tiling assumed so grave an aspect that he 
never mentioned it, until the physician, who had appropriated the 
bos, had become fai- too hardened in liis Iiomoeopathic practices to 
allow of any hope of bis re-conversion. From the time that the 
physician in question mentioned the reaulta of using the box, till 
within the last few montlis, he and Dr S. never spoke on the subject 
of either the bos or homceopathy. But the conversation turning on 
this last occasion upon the box, he I'cmarked to Dr S., that Dr S. 
had no right to say, as he had beard rejwrted, that it was the use of 
Dr S.'a commixed box of merlicines that had converted him to 
homoeopathy ; because, as he added, he had another box of homceo- 
pathic drugs at the time he began, and Dr S. had no power of 
knowing that it was not this other box that he had employed. Dr 
S., of course, confessed that he had no means of knowing that it was 
Dr S.'a former bos which he had employed, escepting this, that 
previously be had distinctly and deliberately told Dr S. that it was 
Dr S.'s old box that he had used, and the results of which bad 
eSected the change in him at the time of the first conversation. And 
Dr S. felt sure of one other circumstance, namely, that if that phy- 
mcian, or any other horaoiopathist, would use homoeopathic boxes 
equally commixed as tbat which Dr S. once possessed, they would 
get results just as good as they would obtain from the supposed non- 
mixed globules. There is a homffiopathic hospital now in London, 
If the physicians of it will take twenty or thirty boxes of homceo- 
pathic drugs, and allow any one to commix the contents of a few of 
them, and to furnish others with nothing but sugar of milk globules, 
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ftlicy would fin'l it, lie l)elieved, utterly and totally impossible, al>er 
trials of weeks or innntliB, to point out the medicated from tlie non- 
medicated boxes, and those whose contents were thoroughly mixed, 
_ from those whose contents were all in due form and order. And he 
(ah assured that the Society and the medical profession would join 
giiim in his sincere conviction and belief, that such an experiment 
WSlS not in the least degree objectionable, in a^ far as the good and 
BBafety of the patients of the liomceopathic hospital were concerned.* 
•Tor whether the dragged or undnigged globules were exhibited, one 
ft.and the same result would follow, — viz., that the diseases of the 
I patients would, under either mode of management, be allowed to go 
(•on uncontrolled and uninfluenced to their own natural termination. 
I'lFortu I lately for such an inane and negative practice as homceopathy, 
Inmost diseases, even acute inflammation of the lungs, &c., did, in a 
■-large proportion of cases, tend ultimately towards a successful and 
y iappy termination, through the spontaneous and unaided eflPorts of 
f nature alone ;' and the swallowing of a few infinitesimal globules of 

' HaliDeniiaD biniflelf even, wou]i], in hin hourB Qf Bincetitf, probablji hare sanc- 
tioned (he truth of this Htatcment. It has been often qoeslioaed whether Hahne- 
mann, like the "prophet" Joe Smitb, naed the taleots beutawed upon him only to dupe 
others, or whether he was enough of a viaionarj to believe in his own voriona in- 
credible doctrines. The published eiidence of one wha knew Hahnemann, Dr 
■- fichubert of Dramburg, goes so far to prove that the founder of homo;opathj was 
I himself far more knaiiah Cbao foolish. " We heai it (remarks Dr Scbnben) cooti- 
L nnallj asserted, that EahaemaQD placed no confidence in the powers of aatnre io 
iog disease ; but from m; intercourse nith bzm, I am quile satisfied that no phj' 
an ever trusted more to the uu meilicatrij! naturts. It requires, indeed, but ver; 
e reflection to enable ui to perceive, that it was through the closest acquaintance 
ll iheeurative powers of nature, that Hohnemsno was led to adopt bis new sje- 
m of medicine. I have beard him declare that he looked with contempt upon me- 
il practice, and be thought that a patient would be none the worse if left to him- 
!e bad a thorough conviction that all curable diseases might, under proper nt- 
to diet, he removed by the efiurts of nature alone. Be looked upon these as 
b sheet-anchor. On one occaBion he said to me, ' I give medicineB but very seldom, 
b I always prescribe small powders. I do this for the sake of keeping up in 
IB patient's mind the firm belief that each powder contains a particular doso of smne 
iBedioine. Most patients will get well hy adopting a simple mode of living, and by 
*ing a boundless confidence in their medical uitondanta. Ordinary practitioners 
» notliing of this practically, although they are always talking of the healiug 
BTH of nature.'" — CasptT'i WoeAeniithn/l tor Kiii. Ou Hahnemann's use of small 
powders, to " quiet the patient or his friends," but which contained sugar only, see 



' The later observations of Loois, OrisoUe, Dictl, and othere, have shown this to 
e with regard to a large class of cases of tinrnmpliratai pneumonia, and other 
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any kind would not alter m any degree this rosull. But Dr S. fei 
that if lie spoke longer he might fall into the error alluded to hy 
Syme, — viz., the error of discussing the merits, or rather demerit 
of homcDOpathy ; while the Society were met, not for this purpi 
bat for the purpose of expressing tht-ir judgment in regard met 
to the propriety of practitioners of homoeopathy withdrawing 
the Society. 

There was another class of practitioners who ought, he thought, 
certainly to be included in the category of those whose names should 
be removed from the list of members, lie alluded to such practi- 
tioners as were not simple-minded, but sincere liomoBopathists. He 
alluded to those who pretended to be homoeopathists, but acted as 
allopathists, — wiio doctored people accoi-ding as people themselves 
wished, either with drachms of drugs, or billions of a grain of the 
same ; who wished to be considered homoeopathists, but, as had been 
often detected, drugged their globules and tinctures with active doses 
of the most poworfiil medicines ; who spread out the snare of homoeo- 
pathy as a golden man-trap to catch credulous and trusting patients, 
and afterwards either openly or surreptitiously apphed to them all 
the usual means employed in the armentarium of rational medicine. 
Some men pretended they could honestly and honourably mix up 
the two practices.' Most physicians naturally doubted whether 



&cate inflnmmatione ; just is it was previoiut; known to hold trae with regard 
large dasa of cases ofuncoiMfi'icaterffevsr; and the observationa of the homreopatl 
liBTe full;, thongh imwfttingly, conGrmed the same important pathological 



' "The public who fee homceopalhlc doctors, generallj conceive that their 
cines are given Co them in the attenuationa of Hahnemann, in quantitiea 
from a millionth to a decilliooth of a grain. ' Little pilla" were landed by a plat- 
Ibrm speaker at tbe homoiopathic meeting iu Freemasons' Tavern; but his laada- 
tiona nere perhaps applauded by men (homoeopathic prattit) oners) who give aa freely, 
or more freely, than many of us would dare to do, atrychnia, aconite, and other such 
like drugs, the most terrible doeea of which may be administered in dropa, and frac- 
tions of a grun. Large doses of our common medicines, aa I well know, are also 
every day prescribed by men who come forward as candidates for homoi^apaUiie prac- 
tice aoiong the wealthy and noble. 'Little pills' may be, bnt certainly a little 
qnantity of physic is not, a criterion by wbioh to know the practitioners who tange 
themaelves under the flag of hom<eopathy. Dr Quin openly ariviDod what I may term 
very large doses of camphor in cholera ; and in my own vxpvrisnco, 1 hove found 
that patients had been taking along witli the globnlos (unddi Iho niima of adjavant*)^, 
the same medicines, and in the same doses, whieh we employ, and which experience hW' 
sanctioned. What is noui called bonKEopathio practice may, I avir, mean any kind 
practice. I have said enough to show you how vain It la to itnflllii what la meant by 
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could in honour and honesty combine such incompatible incon- 
litiea. Neither any true homo3opath' nor any true allopath would 

iisopatbic practioB, when I meDtioii, Hal, at a reccnl meeting of the ' Annual 

'of homcEopalhista, there was presenl, us a large participator in the buaineas, 

Dr WilliamM'Donald, who, besides beiQgBhomteopathicpraclitioner,ia a leading man 

bolisTer in, and lecturer on, the higbeBt degreea of meamerism. Then Dr Mac- 

leod (whose autobiography I bold in my hand), the keeper of a water-cure inn at 

^'SenrbyddJDg, in Yorlisbire, ia a chosen champion of hDmicopBth; ; a man whom the 

imiropathic Timet delights to honour, aod wbo treats his patients by globules and 

It sheets. Dr Henderson of Edinburgh, Dr Calvert Holland, and Mr Kingdon of 

idon, prescribe inGni[«aimal or ordinary doses, according to their own or their 

patient's fancy. 1 select these gentlemen as mj examples, because tbeir acts are 

before the public in print. The medical creed of these practitioners it ia imposuble 

for us to comprehend." — Beport of the &pesckei on Irregular Practice, lUUverBil at llie 

Hineleenth Aaniveraary Meeting of the Promndal Medical and Surgical Aasociadon 

held at Brighton, Augost 13 and 14, 1S51. Speech ofDr Cimnack, p. 10. 

ech was first published in the "Monthly Journal," my colleagoE, 
ijiofessor Henderson, has avoired and defended the mised practice. He says, " 1 
say that I know many physicians, who, nhile they adhere to the homico- 
r as the great regoiator of their practice, conaider themselves entitled, in the 
lise uf their profession as independeal men, to prescribe any quantity of 
medicme thcj think nccttssary for their patients, and where the homieopathjo prin- 
ciple cannot be of service to them, whether from its own present or necessary limita- 
tions, or their insufficient acqnaiolanco with it, consider themselves not only at li- 
berty, but bound in dnty, to employ any other expedients for the beneEt of tbeir em- 
ployers that may be within their knowledge." 1 am BQwilling to characterise such 
a doctrine in the terms which most medical men woBld agree chat it deserved; for, 
with others, I confess I cannot see how the same medical man cau himself conscieo- 
tionsly treat the same disease, as pleurisy, pneumonia, &c., either with full allopathie 
measures and doses, as bleeding, antimony, &c., or only with infiniteaimaldoees of phos- 
phorus, bryonia, aconite, &c. ; or bow in consultation he can approve of some prac- 
titioners following the one plan, and of other practitioners pursuing the other. Bat 
I gladly leave the due estimation of such a combiaation of principles and praotices 
to the criticism of the homieopathists themselves. "Monstrous conjunction (ex- 
elums Dr Mure) ; sacrilegious enterprise ! Withered be tbo hand which shall 
attempt Ki realise it ! " (the conjunction of allopathy and homicopathy,)— Zlucirine 
rfe rjEcole rfe Rio, p. vi. 

" There is (says a homcEopatbic physician, lately practising in Edinburgh,) a, 

daas of practitioners who merit the indignation of every right-minded man, — a class 

viewing medicine only as a trade, a mere baiter for pounds, shillings, and peace, 

obsequiously, as tbe patient wisbes; at his desire, their practice is either homiEO- 

allopalhic. Such unprincipled procedure admits of no apology." — Dr Black's 

on nmntopaUiy, p. 1 63. 

iving these leaser homipopatbic authorities, let us turn to the opjaions of the 
fbunderof this form of "new physic" lo the last edition of his Organon, as elsewhere, 
Hahnemann repeatedly denounces, to use his own words, "the new mongrel sect who 
the bonourable name of Homixopatbists, and eveo seem to employ medicines 
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give this spurions set credit for tbeir integrity of purpose and ]irii 
ciple. If any such were members of the Society, let them certah 
and undoubtedly be requested to retire. Their conduct was 
conduct of the poor Swiss clergyman, who, living in a district partlj.i 
of Romanists and partly of Protestiuits, thought it no discredit to 
eke out his living by preaching a strong Komanlst sermon to the 
Komanists in the forenoon, and a strong Protestant sermon to 
Protestants in the aiternoon. He repeated, that he hoped 
understood that Mr Syme's motion included this hybrid and eqi 
vocal class of practitioners. 
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in r<iFm and appearanco homcrapathic, bat used bj them without the alighteat delibera- 
tion (^uid-iuid in buccam veailj, and »ho, when the unsnltablc remedy doi^s not Jmme- 
dialelj give relief, in place uf laying the blame on th^r anptrdouable indolence and 
laxity in perfDrming the most imporuat and gerioos of all bumiLn affairs, abcribe it to 
hnrnmopathy, which they accuse of great imperfection ; if the truth be told, ila imper- 
fectionB consist in tliia, that the moat Boilable honm-opathic remedy for each morbid 
condition, does not spontaoeoaaly Hy into tbeir moulha like roasted pigeons, withoat 
any trouble on their own part. They know, however (Hahnemann continues J, bow 
from frequent practice to make up for the inefficiency of the scarcely half bomuo- 
pathic remedy, by tbe employment of allopalbic means, that come much more hand; 
to them, among which one or more dozens of leeehes applied to tbe affected part, or 
little harmless venesections to the extent of eight ounces, and so Ibrtb, act an im- 
portant figure ; and should tbo patient, in spite of all this, recover, they eico! their 
renesec lions, leeches, &q., alleging that had it not been for these, the patient would 
not have been brou(;ht through, and they give ds to understand, in no doubtful lan- 
gUEtge, that these operations, derived, without rouoh exercise of gcoius, from the per- 
nicious routine of the old school, in reality contributed tbe beat share towards the 
oura ; but if tbo patient die under tbe treatment, ait not unfrequently happens, they 
seek to console the friends by saying that ' thej themaelves were witnesses that every 
thing conceivable hod been done Tor the lamented deceased.' Who (adds Hahnemann) 
would do this IHvdIous and pernicious tribe the hononr to vail them after tbe name 
of the very lahorioua bat salutary art, Uumiuopathic physicians ? " Orgonon, p. 231 ; 
see also pp. IGU and 306, 

And In the Frofuce to (he last edition of this work, Hahnamann fnrlher remarks, 
— " That some erring pbysiciaus, who would wish to be considered homieopatbists, 
•Dgralt (omo, to them more convenient, allopathic had practices, upon their nominally 
hoBueopatliic treatment. Is owing to ignorance of the doctrine, laziness, contempt for 
■nffiiring humanity, and ridiculous conceit ; and, in addition to unpardonable negli' 
genus in Hearchiog for tbe best homwopathio specific for each case of disease, boa 
often a base love of gain, and other dishonourable motives, for its spring. And for 
tt' resullf — That ihey cannot cure all important and serious diseases (which pure and 
carafnl homtnopalhy can), and that they send many of their patients to that place 
whsnoo no one ratums, whilst lbs friends console themaelves with tiie reflection, that 
everything (Including every hurtful allopathic process) has been done for the de- 
parted."— /''«/»« to th» Fifth EMion of Organon, p. xiii. 



CHAPTER HI. 

illOTES ON THE PECLT.UB THEOLOGICAL OPINIONS OF SOME 
I OF HAHNEMANN'S DISCIPLES.- ITCH-OURSE AND CUBE.— 
I MORAL AND RELIGIOUS SYMPTOMS PRODUCED AND CURED 
y BY SOME HOMQiOPATHIC DRUGS. 
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"TER duly denouncing the " old scliool physicians" as using a 
;teria medica " founded mainly on conjecture and false deductions 
'mixed up with falsehood and fraud,"— as employing in chronic 
diseases " medicines and prescriptions capable (says he) of producing 
God knows what morbid state," (p. 139),— and as guilty in their 
practice of " cruelty towards their sick fellow-creatures, " &c. &c., 
Hahnemann observes, in relation to his own supposed discovery and 
mission, " It was high time for the wise and benevolent Creator and 
Preserver of mankind to put a stop to this abomination, (and) to 
command a cessation of these tortures," &c. And, at the end of a 
long section of declamations, he again adds, — " It was high time that 
He should permit the discovery of homteopathy," — {^OrganoUf p. 55). 
At page 11, I have already stated that, apparently in con- 
sonance with these ideas, " some homcEopathiats profess Hah- 
nemann to have been inspired." In one of the latest works 
on homceopathy (Doctrine de fEcole de Eio, ^c, Contenant vne 
Exposition Metliodique de S Homceopathie), published in Paris in 
1849 (i rinstitut Homceopa^iique), Hahnemann is spoken of as "a 
messenger from heaven," ' as " the new evangelist," and as " the most 
inspired of discoverers {le plus inspiri de revelateurs)" sent to render 

' I have already cited in a previous page (aee Chapter L, p. 4), the strong oath 
which Dr Mare describes as imposed by himself and his colleagues, on the medical 
■tuilents whom they licensed aa practitioners of Uomiuopathy. On that occasion, 
after the studoBtt had made lh?ir profession of homuiopatbic faith, taken the oath, 
Ac., Dt Mare, an Presidonl of the School, publicly pronounced their liberty to prac- 
^e in the following; affectedly sncred terms : — 

In the nviiie of ilalmctnann, discoverer of Homteopathy, ftam whom I have re> 

Ired the miasion and the power, and with the assistance of my coadjutors, the 

iciples of that messenger from heavfn, I now declare you fit to exercise the new »rt, 

knowledge yoD as my colleagues, and as professors of pure Homceopathy," — BritiA 

I nf Hniimup'Uhy fof 1849, Vol. VH., ji. 537. 
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medicine, like the other sciences, properly Christian. " Through' 
him, Christian science became universal; and redemption descend* 
from the dominion of seutimont to that of the ideas and of int 
ligeiico," 

The author of the work in which those statements occur, Dr Mure, 
is described in the British Journal of Homwupathj,^ edited by Drs 
Russell, Diysdale, and Dudgeon, as " the indefatigable Apostle of 
homoeopathy." This ^* Apogtle oi homoeopathy" (to use the term 
thus gratefully bestowed upon him by his English homoBopathic 
brethren) declares in the work in question, that " homceopathy is 
not a science merely, but also, for those who comprehend it, a sub- 
lime devotion, a foj-m of religion, a rainbow of divine union, holding 
oat to mankind the promise of speedy regeneration," That this re- 
generation, however, might be accomplished, it was necessary, argues 
the author, that a victim as an expiatory sacrifice should be offered 
up, "to coni]uer the indifference of the vulgar, who demanded 
the crucifixion of Ciuist and the release of Barabbas." " God; 
(ho adds) willed that this expiatory victim should be born npos 
the steps of a thi-one." . . . . " God (says he) willed that 
whole nation, that an entire world, should have its eyes turned on 
him, so that the news of this unlooked-for death might inform all, 
that humanity was about to make a mighty step in advance." This 
expiatory victim "for the Physical Kodemption of mankind" was, 
he proceeds to prove, the Prince Alphonso, heir-apparent to the Im- 
perial throne of Brazil, who died a few days after birth, from being 
fflven to a consumptive nurse, and for want, as the author alleges, 
of proper homceopathic advice. " It seems (be concludes) that it is 
only by an excess of evil that man can return to good. In order 
that humanity should renounce the worship of false gods, nothing 
less than a deicide' was necessary. It is by a keoicide" that 
allopathy behoved to mark its last hour." . . " A peal of thunder," 
states this so-called APOSTLE, " betokened the birth of him elect 
by God for this gi-eat mission. . . Nothing could prev 
the efforts of the Most High, The Prince Alphonso was dcstint 
to perish, and we to bear witness to his death, in order that It iiiigbi 
prove more useful to the world than has been the life of tho ^roatt 
Monarch," 
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' See a sketch of tbe Apoitle'it Ufu and duinsN ii> tliix Joiiniul lit 
' Tbese [via words ore thus printed in cspiliilt in thn nrl^lnal. 
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But " a fiidsh'mg character was (writes Dr Mure) wanting to the 
new art (of homcoopatby), — the chai"acter of the Infiuite. It (the 
character of the Infinite) forms (ha adds) the certain mark of the 
reform being accomplished under Christian influence; all the aciencea 
of the past are limited and material ; those of the future all carry 
man to the idea of the Infinite, and allow us to witness the Omni- 
present image of the Divinity," Hence, forsooth, according to thia 
Ajiostle, the Infinitesimal character of the doses used by homceo- 
pathists, — " tliat discovery which forma the most beautiful gem in 
the immortal crown of Hahnemann." ' 

ilBhnemiuia himeelf girea another eKplaoatioa of the nae oF the infinitesimal 
dlrision of drage, viz., that it pcodatea " a real Brii(iTUM.isixioB of the djaamic pro. 
pertj " of each drag— (P. 823). " But (says he) the mode of atlenimting practiaed 
in honuEopathy, effects not only na oqaal diiitribation of the medicinal drop through- 
out a great proportional quantity of unmedicinal Buid, but it also happens — uid thii 
u of infinitely greater importance — that by the Buecussion and trituration employeii, 
a change is effected in the mixture, which ia ao inerediblg great, and ho meirnoiivablg 
enrative, that thia develapment of the BriBiTCAL power of modioinca to such a height, 
by means of the mnlliplied and continued trituration and Buocussion of a small por- 
tion of medicinal SQbatance with ever mora and mora dry or Huid unmeilicinal snb- 
itonoes, deserves incontestibly to be reckoned among the greatest discoveries of this 
•ge."— M« Lesser Writings 0/ Halmemann, p. 818. Edited by Dr Dudgeon. 

The "Apostle of Homoeopathy," Dr Mnre, tells us, in the worli alluded to in the 
text, that, bcsidca the very solemn Oath already quoted at p. 4, amongst the nine 
articles of tho homozapathio creed which the graduates of the school over which he 
■esided, are obliged to nubauribe, are the two following : — 
I believe that all substancos in nature, even those regarded as the most inert, 
posBoas the power of acting on the vital dynamism, beoanso all conlain a spirdtial 
prineiple which they derive from God. 

" I believe it to be a sacred duty for evory man, and particularly every Chriatial), 
to submit himself l« pure experimentation, as fur as his health admits of if, remem- 
bwing that oor divine Kedeemer conaenled to suffer an ignominious death on the 
erosB, to redeem ua from sin, and to obtain form eternal happineas." — Brithh Journal 
0/ Hmatenpatlnj, Vol. VII., p. 535, 536. 

In an Editorial semi-religions essay in the " Family Herald" for November 2, 1850, 
homoiopaiby is held up to the English public as a kind of passage from the sove- 
reignty of matter to that of spirit, — " Beligion itself," says the writer, " has under- 
goao a spiritual revolution since the date of Hahnemann's discovery. . . . The 
,|andencj of hum(»opathy is ao decidedly spiritual, that it naturally leads ita pos- 
ira, in spite of themselves, into mysdc and religious feelings. How is it possible 
escape them, when he becomes convinced from experience that the less 
lerial his medioine becumes, the more efficacious it proves? 'The less matter 
more spirit,' U its admitted maxim ; and if this do not tend to make a spiritualist 
man, wb know not what will. . . . It is the g'lVi'i that oureth, and »piril is 

be measured in value by the amount of the body that contains ii 

(obxervcB ihe writer) is the reasoning of homieopnthy, and the analogy in rerii 
ll«L'" &c. Sc. 
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Such jminful suggestions and wild statements are not limited to 
the homcDopathic literature of France. Guided by a similar spirit,, 
some English lioin<£oputhists have anxiously attempted to show 
that tiie doctrines and practices of Hahnemann are duly foreshadowed 
in Scripture, During the past year, a sermon was preached m 
London hy a clergyman of the Church of England, the Rev.. 
Thomas R. Everest, Rector of Wickwar, Gloucestershire, in aid of 
the Hahnemann Hospital: and has been subsequently published. 
The sermon is replete with Halmemannic theology, as well as 
Hahnemannic medicine. The reverend author, wiio boasts of " some 
years of intimacy " with Plalmemann, conceives it was not likely 
that " the sacred pages of the Word of God should be fjiiite silent 
on the subject" of the discoveries which his friend imagined he 
had made some nineteen centuries afterwards. And accordingly, 
be finds they are not " silent." One of Hahnemann's supposed" 
highest and greatest generalizations in pathology was, the dogma or 
doctrine that about seven-eighths of all the chronic diseases of the 
men and women of this and other ages were the resuh of the unob- 
served and unknown presence of Psora, or (to use its plain English 
synonym) Itcli, and were to be cured by the remedies capable of 
curing Itch,^ Bnt, argues the Rev. Rector of Wickwar, our Saviour 

' Hahnemann, in his Organon (p. 18S), tells u8 that he spent tweWe yenra of hia 
Ufa in tracing the origin of an "incrediblj large nniulier of chronic atTections" ta 
their true bdotcc, namely, Itcb. — " This Ihoasand-headed monater of disease," as he 
terms it, "does," to quote his own wordi, "after the oomplelion of the internal infec- 
tion of the nhole organism, annoDnce by a pecnliar cataneous erupUon, BOmetimea 
oonaialing onlf of a few veaicles, accompanied by intolerable volnptuons tickliog 
itohing (and a peeuliar odour), the monstrous internal chronic miasm — the psora, 
the onl; real Tandamental cause and producer of all the other numerous, I ma; eaj, 
inouoierable, forms of disease, which onder the names of Nervous Debility, Hysteria, 
Hypochondriasis, Mania, Melancholia, Imbecility, Madness, Epilepsy, and Convnl- 
«ions of all sorts, of Soflenin;; of the Bones (Rachitis), Scoliosis and Cyphosis, Caries, 
Cancer, Fungoa, Hiematodes, Malignant Organic Growths, Goat, HEemurrhoids, 
Jaundice, Cyanosis, Dropsy, Amenorrbosa, Hiemorihage from the Stomach, Nose. 
Langs, Bladder, and Womb, of Asthma, and Ulceration of the Lungs, of Impotencs 
and Barrenness, of Megrim, Deafness, Cataract, Amaurosis, Urinary Calculus 
Paralysis, Defects of the Senses, and Pains of thousands of kinds, itc, figure in aya- 
lematio works on pathology as peculiar independent dtsBases." — (P. 163.) Hahne- 
mann tried to trace some acute diseases also to Piera, " No one (says he) free from 
Psora, ever gets inflammation of the Imigs."— Zejier WTiltngs, p. 831. 

Mr Everest's own ihnciful enumeration of the moral, religious, political, and physical 
results in mankind of the presence of Ilch or Leprosy in the bnouQ constitution, b 
perhaps slilt more eiCensire and comprehensive than that of Hahnemann ; and he tells 
HI he could adduce nmny proofs derived from his (Mr Everest's) own eiperience. 
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Ictually meant the core of Itch (that fertile source of liumau disease 
ind Buffering), when he issued " the solemn command to his disci- 
" cleanse the lepers " (Matt. x. 7, 8) ; the leprosy of tlie New 
[Testament and the p»07-a or itch of Hahnemann being, according to 



^ 



XT the truth of H&hnemann'a doctrine of the dreadful couBeqaences of the taint of Itch 
■drlepros;. "The taint (Bays he) iB,aa Scripture tof hmled, and in veettgation Atij with- 
in tlieae few years shown, the parent of all these ohronic tendencieu, these Cachexias, 
these Scrofulas, these Atrophies, this Sterilitj', tlus Atony, this Gout, this Rheumatism, 
tills Phthisis, this heredilar; Insanity with all its hydra heads and mDltiform shapes 
and shades, dark Fasaions, furious Lusts, stubhorn OiistinaoieB, scowling Tempers, 
saicidal Uaniait, gloomy Revenges, gnawing Jealousies, Fretfulness, Hi-humour ; in 
short, all the Tniioiis aberrations of ^ind, and reluctance to bear patiently the bur- 
dens which the Lord lays on man. All these chronic tendencies to disorder do com- 
bine and Inlurlace with the natural corropiion, the taint deriyed from Adam ; and 
who, save Rod alone, shall say where one begins, and the other ends ? The ten- 
dency to disorder of the funolions aggravates the tendency to sin. The chronic 
taint in the constitution increases the chronic proneness to sin which Adam left lu. 
The physical leprosy of the flesh unites with Che moral leprosy of the sool. It is this 
combination of the two, aided often by stimuli, and almost sJways by large doses of 
violent inappropriate medicines antecedently given (medicines which a child may put 
into the coDStitntion, bnt which teo men could not get out of it again), which festers 
in your gaola, rots in your hulka, seethes in your lanes and alleys, and bubbles up in 
orime, madoeas, and eccentricity all over your land. This it is which makes your 
atheist OD the one hand, your bigot on the other. This it is wbicb feeds the flame of 
folly everywhere all over the earth, placed Simon on hia pillar, sent the world on 
cmsades, lights the Sottee : — nay, why travel eastward ! which here in this our own 
land, gave disciples to Johanna Southcole, creates Mormons, — peoples Agapemone, 
begets holy jackets and bleeding pictures, — and confounds God's reasonable heritage 
with crime — guilt — lust — passion — disease — distress — lunacy— folly — idiocy." — P. 30 
of Mr Everest's StriHau. 

Snrdy, among tfae many wild and strange medical thcorlca that have, durioij the 
last two or three thousand years, been broached and forgotten by enthuMBsts, none 
mtM ever at least wilder or stranger than this nahnemannio fancy regarding Itch 
and its supposed ill consequences. Itch is now generally recognised and acknowledged 
to consist of a species of inflamraalion of the skin, produced there by the burrowing 
and presence of an insect and its products (the Acarus Scabiei). " Now-a-days it is 
generally believed by the heat observers, that the Acarus alone can produce the 
itch." {Jovmal of Hom-eopathg for 1849, p. 357.) And if man, Ihrongh cleanliness 
and appropriate washes, &p., clears his skin from the presence of this filthy insect, 
Jie becomes, forsootb, lbs victim of the diversiGed diseases described io the preceding 
iparagraphst What a sod satire npon cleanliness and hygiene. Nor is this absord 
Idoctrine rendered less absurd by the excuse brought forward in extenuation of it by 
.e homceopathisls, viz., that Hahnemann was not tha original inientor and has 
been the sole snpporter of this medical hypothesis. In fact, Hahnemann bad 
lobanged his own opinion on the matter. For in the early part of his career he 
;tributed to the drinking and use of cnffet a vast number of those chronic ditfeasea 
'hich he latterly so dogmatically attributed to llrh. (See Jonrnat of Homteopatli!/ 
1*49, p. 352) 
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Mr Everest's own grand discovery, quite identical. Of couri 
according to this new Plahncmannic theology, all our learned 
theologians have hitherto been in error in snppoaing, tliat the 
verse in which this phrase occurs (" And as ye go, preach, 
Baying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Ileal the sick, 
cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils") included a 
warrant of miraculous gifts to the first disciples, for the purpose 
of their testifying to men the truth of the great mission intrusted 
to tliem. Wliy (argues Mr Everest) was leprosy picked out among 
the ills of man? "Why not blindness?" He forgets that blindness 
is enumerated in another parallel passage in evidence of the sami 
divine power of miracle-working on the part of our Saviour hii 
self. " The Mind receive their sight, the lame walk, t!ie lepers or*' 
cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor 
have the gospel preached to them " (Matt. si. 5). Maundrell, one 
of our earliest English travellers in Palestine, when speaking of the 
leprosy, which he still saw, in the 17th century, lingering ai 
some inhabitants of the Holy Land, describes " the distemper 
noisome that it mighte well passe for the utmost corruption of the 
human bodie on this side the grave." Its revolting and hopeh 
character was well known to the Jews from the experience of ages 
and Christ, indeed, could not have manifested his own divine powei 
and mission more strongly than by miraculously curing so incurahU 
a malady, and by bestowing the same gift upon his disciples. 

" Irreligion (maintains Mr Everest), is the daughter of internal 
disorder," or disease j but " the old system " of medicine did not pro- 
perly remove disordered action, and hence " was (to use his own 
words) of no use or value as an aid to conversion ; " whilst he con- 
ceives that by appropriate homoeopathic treatment, clergymen mayi 
expect to obtain great assistance in their spiritual work among theit' 
flocks. If the psoric taint were completely eradicated, the conse- 
quence, he maintains, would he, that " the holy and saving truths 
of the Gospel then will be admitted into the heart, and never &il, 
then, to influence the life." ' Without, in short, stating it in as many 
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> Hahnamann's experience, however, was not appareotly always in 
Mr Everest's theory. For, in a note to one of his sections on the elTccts and ci 
or psora, he thna compliuos ; — " How often do wc not meat with a mild, b 
pOHition in patients who have for years been siRicted with the most pajnrul diseaiet^'I 
so (hat the physician fcela constrained to esteem and compassionate the BuffererT^ 
But if hn fuMiie ihe disi-ase, and rijstore the patient to Ara/lli^an is frcijucntly dont 



BY REMOVING ITCH. 



27 



rords, Mr Evereat,^amidst much characteristic verbiage and 
declamation, — eonveya to the minds of his readers the idea that 
sin, or at least man's persistence in sin, and repulsion of gospel 
truth, is the result of the innate physical deformity or disorder of the 
human body, rather than the result of the innate inoixtl deformity 
and wickedness of the human heart, or of both combined ; but furtlier, 
this physical disorder — consisting, as it does, merely of P»ora or 
Itch and its consequences, — is removable by appropriate medical 
anti-psoric treatment; and he believes that the reception of Divine 
truth for conviction and conversion may, and should, be artificially 
promoted by globulising homoeopath ically, children and others, not 
" xohen people are sick, but hefore that," for thus (again to use liis 
own words) by a " continuous [homoaopathic] treatment, begun in 
childhood, we may hope to anticipate disordoTB, to restore harmony, 
to combat the internal psoric tendencies, and to procure a patient 
hearing and kindly reception of spiritual ministrations." . , . 

fWien the old system" (of physic) " shall have quite vanished fix)m 
le earth, and the new one (homteopathic) shall he established, then, 
'/vr the first time, will the Gospel of the kingdom of grace be preached 
as Jesus ordered it to be preached, and received as God intended it to 
be received." fSee Sermon preached in the Church of St Auguatin, 
Cheapside, April Qth, 1851, 6y tJie Rev. Tliomas R. Everest ; London, 
published by Alyott and Jones, booksellers). 

I regret to add, that the homceopathic orthodoxy of Mr Everest's 
Hahnemannic Theology has been so far sanctioned and homologated 
by his homceopathic brethren in England, that the sermon in ques- 
tion was publicly preached in aid of the funds of the London 
Hahnemann Hospital; Mr Everest having been nominated for 
that purpose by, he tells us, the kind partiality of the Hospital 
Board of Management. There^'evend author is himself a Vic«-Presi- 
dent in the directory of the same hospital; and the fly-leaf of his 
sermon bears the names of various noblemen, gentlemen, and homceo- 
pathic physicians, as ofEce-bearers along with him in the manage- 
ment of the institution which was to reap the pecuniary benefits 

B honKEopathic practice — lie ia often aatoniaheiJ and hon-iBed at tho frightful altsrA- 
lon in his diipasltion. He often nitneBses the occurrence of ingratitude, cnielcj, 
^fined malice, and propensities most disgraceful and de^ading to humanity, which 
oclly the qualitleB powiessed by the patient before he grew ill." — ITuhnemann'i 
. Fifth Edition. P. 2G5. When Hahnemann, thurefurc, cured Piora, hu 
educed, by the cure of it, same of the very mental stBtes which Mr Erereet do- 
wibosulhe rpsults of the want of cure of this disense. 
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accruing from the delivery oi' tliis medico-tlieologjcal statement ainf 
appeal of Lis to the " mothers," the " f'atheia," the " religious public," 
the " reli^ous body of i/ti's lanJ," and the "governors of God's heritr 
age, monarchs, parliaments, and magistrates," The day after this 
sermon was preached, the managers and fi-iends of the Hahnemann 
Hospital, and some of the principal homteopathists of London, dined 
together, under the presidency of Lord Grosvenor. And at thi8_ 
dinner, Mr Everest's sermon vras publicly declai-ed to be a ' 
addition to the homoeopathic literature of this country. (Cheers.)' 
A few days afterwards, the Editor of the Hotnceopathic Times, i 
long and laudatory review of Mr Everest's sermon, observes,—" Hia 
admirable discourse in respect of logic was faultless ; sometimes 
grave in censure, sometimes severe in Christian simplicity, sometimes 
thrilling in pathos. In short, it was a great aeliievement. The-^ 
discourse must, of course, be forthwith published; and we trust i 
will be distributed by tens of thousands." {Homceopathic Times for 
April 12, 1851, p. 514.) 
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A late discovery of Dr Mure may perhaps greatly interest poof 
Mr Everest, and those who fancy with him that psora or itch forms 
one of the great obstructions to spiritual conversion. Dr Mure an- 
nounces this discovery (see his Patltogeneeie, pp. 129 to 141) with, 
he states, " a. feeling of inward satisfaction " (le sentiment de satisfac- 
tion intime), and a conviction that he renders by it " a real service to 
the practice and theory of medicine." This new and gi-and specific 
for psora, and especially for hereditary psora (the very thing re- 
quired), consists of homceopathic doses of a species of animal which, 
observes Dr Mure, " it is unnecessary to describe at length, the 
animal being sufficiently known," — namely, "the human louse, " le 
pou sur la tete des enfans," or " Pedtculus capitis." ' Dr Mure 



■ Ssa Speech of Mr Leaf, in " Homoeopathic Times" for April 12, 1851, p. S17.^| 
1 Doses of another insect hail preFioasI}! been used for the homieopaChic treatmen^H 
of Psora. ParHODB affected with itch haye fas is now well kuown to phjsidanB), a 
atnall insect (the Acnrus Scabisi) imhedded in their diseased skins in the viciDitr of 
the eruptions. These small insects, picked from the skins of patients affected 
with itch, are, it appears, ofler being triturated with sugar of milk, admiaistered as 
ao internal remedjiD that disorder, on the principle iinitfia simitilma curaittur.'^(Pliar- 
macentica! Journal for 1851, Vol. x. p. 383.) On the same principle Dr Elering, one 
of the most distinguished American homceopatbists, rocommcnda swallowing " hugs 
in the 30th dilution " for curing the Inflsmmntion arising from bug-hiies. " T 
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found that doses of lice, or tice-tea, were capable of creating 283 
different symptoms m tlie stomacb, head, chest, bowels, skin, &c., 
&c. To the description of tliese symptoms he devotes twelve pages, 
and his conclusion is tliat the effects of this uew medicinal homojo- 
pathic agent were altogether such as to show it to be a marvellous 
specific for the removal ofpsora.^ May we expect a report from the 
Rector of Wickwar and his clerico-medical followers as to the ex- 
tent to which they find continuous doses of the Pedieulua when 
administered to their congregations an aid to their " spiritual con- 
version " ? ^ 

Only think of Dr Wiseman, or Dr Hugh M'Neile, Dr Candliah, 
or Mr Drummond, attempting to render their spiritual ministrations 
more ef&cacious to their flocks by asking them, as Mr Everest 



■nthcmata should be combsled in the same w&y ; cholera patientE ehontd swallow 
the mattera they ejected, potentiied (or duly prepared) ; yellow ferer patienta should 
he treated !□ like manner; the acalea of aoarlatlna should be used as a prophylactic 
agaittst that disease; and typhns patienta aliould have milk sugar laid on their akin 
to CBlch the typhus virus, which was to be used as an anti-typhns remedy. Bering 
called this treatment by iimiZi'i/m, not eapiaUn; and Hahnemann says the same. 
(Cftros. Erank. VoL i. p. 188)." "Loucorrhtea was cnred by potentiied lencorrhteal 
matter," ftc, aod the expectoration of consampLion given to phthisical patients. See 
further details of isopathio remedies in a Sketcb of the Progressive Development of the 
Homojopathic System, in the "Journal of Homroopathy" for 1849, p. 337. Drs 
Tielze, Sebnappauf, Rummel, and othore, have latterly treated patients labouring 
under small-poK with doses of the matter of small-poi andcow-pon. — {Slid, for 1851, 
p. 470 and 504.) 

■ " Avant de commencer t<etle experience, nous en attendlons dea ri^ultata import- 
aata. Noas pensions que la nature, en multipliant le Pon eur la lete dea enfants, 
I Indiquait d'avauce nn ape'cifique de la psore beieditaire. Nous savions aussi que le 
t Faormum d^veloppait la pitjriaae chez I'homme aain. Cette coincidence merveilleuse, 
ta double demonBtration, ne pouvait etre trompeuse. Nous avons, en effel, trouv^ 
II Fedicubta on agent des plus utiles dans les maladies de I'enfonce, et, de plus, un 
termes extremes de la s<>rie symptomalologique que nous avons ebaucbee, et que 
■ Ini nous eusaions en, sans doute, beaucoup do peine a formuler. Sous ce double 
rapport, noas pensons avoir rendu un service rc'al k la pratique et a la (heorie de 

Inotre art. Cenx qui ae livrent a cea patientea rechercbea peavent aeula comprendre 
le aenUment de satisfaotion intime qoi accompagne nne parejlle conviction." — Doetrijta 
d* rEcdt da Bio, &('., — eontenonC fme ExpmiHon MtUiodigue de FHomieopallili, &e. 
p. 189. 
ingi 
fori 



II Laat March, there was ominously advertised in the Sonueopalhic Timei, as exiat- 
n Mr Everest's parisb of Wiclcwar, a " Uomieopathic Preparatoiy Estabtiahltlent 
for Young Ladies." The tebor of tbe ailvenisemeut would eeem to shov, tiiat thig 
a boarding-house or aohool. (See HomaopatMf Ttmes for March IS, ISal), 
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proposes, to get themBelves properly drugged and jirepared for thd'l 
reception of gospel truth by due doses of anti-psoric globules 1 ' 

Too true, alas I is the trite remark, that, for ceiiturios past, the 
promoters of almost all varieties of human folly have, by forced ex- 
planations of one text or other of the Bible, attempted to defend 1 
and justify their own peculiar type of foolishness. m 

' The homi^opatliic list of drags induden a number of medicinet that pos^esB (at 
leait according to the houiccopathUts) the power of producing, and bence, on the 
principle " similia simiiibns curantur," of curing, various moral and religious symp- 
tom* and states. Tbns, according to Jahr (vide Manval of Homreopathie Medieint, 
vol. i.), the great anti-psoric remedy, Bdlprub (p. 663), produceii in a healtby person, 
and hence will cnre in a diaeaaed, the Teeting of "Despair of Eternal SalvBliun;" 
LTOOFODtuN (p. 337) possesses the same property; a dose of PuLSAtlLtA (p. 468) 
produces " Despair nf Eternal Happiness, with continual praying," " bymns, and De- 
Tont Aspect;" LiCHBSia (p. 310) produces, and hence shoold cure, " Ab 
Beligioaa Feeliog, and fear of approaching death ;" a smalt dose of Gold, takenl 
intemall J, produces " Escessive Scruples of Conscience," and " Despair of Oi 
and others;" Veratddu produces " extraardinai? taciturnity, with Oaths 
fdightest provocation," and "Baviog aboot Religious Matters ; " Aconite (p. . 
doces " an irresistible desire to Blaspheme aud Snear," and " a sensation as if the 
mind was separated from the body;" Anacakdium (p. 33) Produces the same 
swearing symptoms, and " absence of all Moral and Religious feelings " (voL ii., 
p. 19S); a dose of common Colooibib) an ingredient in an allopathic pill which 
most people have repeatedly swullowed) produces (says Jahr, p. 189) "Want of all 
Religions Feeling," &e. &c. &c. 
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CHAPTER IV. 
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IfiTATE OF HOMOEOPATHY IN GERMANY, ETC— NUMBER OF 
HOMtEOPATBUC PUl'LLS AT VIENNA HOSPITALS. — ITS PA- 
TRONAGE BY SOME LAYMEN OP TALENT, 

'is the preceding speech, I have incidentally stated (p. 11) that the 
religious Monnonite doctrines of Joseph Smith, and the medic^ 
Homceopathic doctrines of Samuel Hahnemann, were two heresies 
which wei-e both extending ; ' " but that was no evidence of the 
value of either." This observation, however just as regaixJs the pros- 
pects of homoeopathy among the " very rich, but always very cre- 
dulous and very dupable, people of England," does not seem to 
hold equally true with regard to the latter course and history of 
homoeopathy on the Continent of Europe. In "Eradshaw's Guide 
to the Continent," published a few months ago (August 1851), 
the author, Mr Lee, who, " by repeated visits and residences" upon 
the Continent, has made himself specially intimate with its medical 
and other institutions, incidentally makes the following observations 
regarding the present state of homoeopathy in its native country of 
Germany, and the condition of it in Leipsic at the time of his last 
visit to that city :— 

At the time," he observes (pp. 290 and 291), " of my first visits 
I was anxious to see the Homosopathic Hospital, of which I had pre- 
iously heard, Leipsic being the head-quarters of this doctrine. I 
expected to have found at least forty or fifty beds filled with patients ; 
int was rather surprised to find that the building (which is a small 
house in the suburbs) only contained eight, and even of these all but 
two or three were unoccupied. At my last visit to Leipsic, I un- 
derstood that matters were going on badly with homceopathy, which 
indeed is now comparatively little heard of in Germany and France, 
except at Vienna, and only requires to be understood by the public 
for its absurdity to be apparent, though there will always be credu- 
lous individuals who are to bo caught by any novelty, when presented 

rapid anJ recent enteiision of Monnonisni ("the only Slato Church in 
^America"), see bd inCereatiag volume, entitled " The Mormonx, or Latter-Day 
Stints," latelj published in the lllasCrated NatioQol Library. 
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under a specious appearance, and backed by an unintelligible n 
During its whole progress, it never was sanctioned by any individual 
of eminence in the profession,' and was principally taken up as a 
means of acquiring wealth or a livoHhood, by persons who had never 
been previously heard of, or who were known as having failed to ac- 
quire practice by the liouourablc exorcise of their profession, by whom 
every means were taken to puff it into notice, and to keep public 
attention directed to it ; such as repeated histories of cures, the estab- 
lishment of dispensaries, of which, I believe, the only one that 
remains is the above-mentioned at Leipsic, even if that be still in 
existence ; for a few months before my arrival, the house-physician 
having become convinced, during a residence of some time in the 
dispensary, of the nullity and dangei- of Iiomccopathy, gave up 
bis appointment, and published an exposition of the system pur- 
sued,^ with an account of cases, which clearly shows (what had 

' " HoratEopathists (observes Dr Hooker) often boHut of [he iiiroftds which their 
system has mado upon the rankB of Che medical proressioa. But it is an emptj 
boMt. If the homiEopsthic physiciaua in thia country coold be gathered togfilher, it 
would be an aaaemblage, for the moat part, of yerj common men. No superior order 
of talent would be found among them. There would be none who are distinguished 
for true research; none who have made any respectable additions to tbo literature of 
medicine, or to its store of experience; and none who have ever had any commauding 
inSaence. There would he some, indeed, irho are reputed among boniirDpathiBts to 
be great men; but none who, previoas to their conversion to homcEopathy, were con- 
sidered great by the medical prafeseion. A large portion of that assemblage, I am 
persuaded from what I have seen, would be made up of men who have no true faith 
in the so-called science of homceopathy, but have a strottg faith in the deeeplion which 
can be practised by means of it upon the comtnuuity, and its consequent availability 
in a pecUBion/ point of view, Those who have such a strange cast of mind, as to dupe 
tbemBelreB into a belief of homcEopatbic dactrinos, after a thorough and scientific 
examination of them, I suspect would be in the minority." — Dr Sooker'i Pliyrician 
and Patient, p. 1*2. Now York, 1849. 

Dr MQhry of Hanover, writing regarding the homccopathjc physicianH of Oermany, 
remarks, — " I do not hesitate to say that, although men of worth are to he found 
amongst them, there prevails, generally speaking, both withiti and without the pro- 
feasiim, a, low opinion of the standard of their iutelligeoco. lo Germany, no man of 
undoubted eminence has aver become a convert to the system. Only once has an 
instance like that - . . occurred; Dr Kopp, of Hanau, unexpectedly published 
a volume of ' PraoticaJ Observations,' descriptive of a series of homceopathic cases 
and cures of his own witnessing. He thus .stamped himself a homiEopathist. A 
tew years afterwards, another volume of the ' Observations' appeared, communicat- 
ing a further series of cases and eurcs, — bnt of an allopathic nature. The author 
thus declared himself re-eonvertcd, and he has remained bo ever since." — Dr Forbet' 
Bi-itah and Foreign Medkal Bevieic (ot 1B46. Vol. xiii., p. 566. 

' "DeberdieNiohUgkeit der Homoiapathie, {On the Nothingnm of BonvriijiaAs.') 
Leipsic, 1840." 
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Jng been erident to the bulk of the profession and the public) thiit 
Be so-called cures were recoveries fi-om ordinary ailments by the 
forts of nature, which were frequently a long time under troat- 
rent ; whereas, by a proper medication and attention at the outset, 
ley might probably have been removed in a few days ; and that 
feny of the more serioaa cases got worse instead of better, for the 
rant of active treatment. It must not be supposed that the homoeo- 
pathists always adhere to the principles of the doctrine- It has not 
nnfrequeutiy happened, that persons who attributed their recovery 
to homcEopathy, were treated allopathically witliout their being 
aware of it. In fact, one practitioner in Leipsic, a professed homceo- 
patliist, candidly acknowledged that he pursued both plans of treat- 
ment, and was accustomed to ask bis patients by which method they 
JFonld be treated, as both were equally good." ' 

"The fate of the Duke d'l Cannizxaro, well known some yearu ago in Lotidou ns 
« Count St Antonio, ia an exomplification of ihia. Having to take homtEopolhio 
Lt inlervalB for some slight ailment, in order to save trouble he took three 
noG, and died two hours afterwards; the supposed globules bdnga concen- 
SUEed preparation of nnx vomica." 

1 have been told tbat a strong homiEopatbic convert, who read tbc first edition 
of this pamphlel, gravely maiDt^Ds, that this case of the Duke of Cannizzaro, as 
to!d by Mr Lee, fallj proves, that all our reasoning about the ioellicacy of 
inliDilesimul doses is evidently wrong, seeing t)iey may be so potent as even to 
poison a man. It is, however, I believe, almost quite unneqessary to add, that the 
Duke was not poisoned by infmiteslinal doses of nni vomica in the globules \ but hy 
these globules having been fraudulently made up by the attendant physician, so as to 
contain doses of nux vomica, or rather sttyuhnia, larger than any allopath even 
would aBe,^a kind of fraud which ho mceopat hints have bean delected practising 
upon tbeir credulous patients also in this country. (On hoiHteopathie globules. 
powderH, £c.. drugged with large doses of morphia, mercury, &c. — See the Medical 
Giuetlf for 1B17, p. 294 ; Lancet for IBSO, p. a«0 ; Phnniiaceultcal Journal for 
1S5I, p. 318.) Sr Taylor, tbc dietingnlshei] toxicologist and chemist of Guy's 
Hospiial, found one-third of a grain of morphia in a powder proftssi'Vy horaiEo- 
pathic and iniiDilesimal. I was infortned, last summer, by Dr Horace Green, of 
Hew York, of another instance of death, from a gentleman swallowing, in sport, 
a number of homteopathic globules, which, on examination afterwards, were found 
drugged, not with in6niteBimal and innooent, but with large and poisanooa doses of 
strychnia. And a small dose of this acute poison might suffice. A dose of strychnia, 
1 ((he essential principle of nux vomica), amoimting only to half a grain, has proved 
Bfttal, within a quarter of an hour, to an adult. 

^ The Author ol' the " Confensiona of an HomiEopathi§t,'* in referring to the due and 

a dmgging of the Hahnemannic doses, amusingly remarks '. — " Patient! 

1 sceptical of the truths of homceopaihy, from a love of variety, or a hun- 

& otber reasons, will consult you. As these persons are inclined to ridicule in- 

^eairoal dosea, it is sometimes highly useful to give them powerful doses of 

highly concentrated medicines, in Rlobules similar in Bpt>parance lo all the 



M new ronui kvw» at mmA. ^ 

Whbtn tbc East &w week* 1 hare ben iafeoned b; Dr Geoif^fl 
fymjpft at Dnndce^ wbo lua jnat retnmed firem k six moatW >»v 
joatn at Vknna, that he aUeoded ifae UooHScipsthic Hospiul Uien^fl 
under Dr Wnmiifbr npwxrdsof a morntb,bat that nuuten did not seemM 
Id go on |tnM{>«(oiisIj mtli bomcEOpatbv even !n that scbool, wliich isfl 
acknowled^ to be its ceutral and cliii>f seaL The whole numberfl 
o( pa|»ls io attendance at the Ilo^tat oiily amounted to fire. The I 
iliwiiMii of the patients were chieSv of a chronic and subacute typ^ M 
whh natnemos cases of a previuling mucons fever, which was soM 
slight as not to require formal mtKlical treatmenL Only one casefl 
of acale infiammator)* disease was admitted, — viz., a case of pnemno-l 
nia of four days' Gtandiog. This patient died. I 

There is a second and older Homoeopathic Hospital at Gumpen-I 
dorf, in the suburbs of Vienna, under tlie medical charge of Dr. I 
Fleischmann. When Dr Fleming was at Vienna, he was assured 1 
that there was only one medical pupil attending Dr Fleisclimanu'a | 
Hospital. His informant was the pupil himself. Speaking of ' 
Flcbchmann's Hospital, Dr Kouth, who some time ago studied at ' 
Vienna, remarks, " I never saw, at any one time, more than two 
students in attendance, besides the pliysician going round." 

In a letter lying before me, from Dr Grerson, a very intelligent 
young German physician, who has studied at various continental 
schools, and has lately come on a visit to Edinburgh, it is stated, 
" During tlie last sis or eight years, neither the medical profession 
nor the public of Germany have paid any degree of attention to 
liomoeopathy, for it is now everywhere looked upon as possessing no 
theoretical or practical value. It is tolerated, because it is regarded 
as a veiy innocent and harmless species of quackery. ... As 
regards actual homo.'opathic practice in Gennany, it is very limited 1 
indeed. In Leipsic, where the English and other admirers ofB 
Hahnemann have lately erected a xtotiioof him, and which wasoncef 

rejl, but eongUtina of morjihia, ■trjohnlne, Rrinnlo, ourrnilvo ■ul>1imat«, tu>d sauk] 
(lie: B few of these minglsdwlih your •uiiar«.iili1iifi-liitlobuU» will onuie effects ' 
iobe felt bjlhe seep llo which will ijiilukly ovkiwimik iii. .II.LelU.f. ho (pjoerttUj 
makes an exi'eilcnt patient, nnd often • pnuil il<<><i>.v..i»..|,, NtiTtr ■(tru]>ia Id para- 
lytic eases to give itryobnlnr l«ri{«ly, Ina i.i.r« »Ili>» li i., (,. ,„|,(,„,„,| ,),at job i 

■re KiiiDK nioro at a dt>i« than ihu miu-l ilml lliiiiiiniullli ut a (fvnln. This nib J 

may be foHowed io other uonij>iHUit> w>lli »lli.<i vuct wriUii •Ini,,*, ..irl> MrroionT 
«1 ; but tbit b one of nur pruluuii.lent .m i i-l-, mu\ mw U ttvi.l *ii, W>r<i it known. 

vOT wondcr-wOTUog powm woul.l i.i. mil .1 in lliu MtllHIIII rf |l|U uubllo 

Ihc reRnUrs."— P. 11)7. 



l^TPSIC : — RHINE SCHOOLfi. 
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six or seven homccopathists, and 



le chief seat, if not the birth-place, of Homaeopathy, out of 120 
as lately informed by Dr BadiuB^ 
n the University of that city, only 
nly two or three of this number 
in ba said to be engaged in practice, and to a limited extent. The 
Homa^opathic Hospital which existed formerly in Leipsic lias be- 
Some defunct. In Hamburg, out of 183 medical men, there is now 
"only one homccopathist. The son of this gentleman has entered the 
medical profession, but has not adopted the homaiopathic principles 
of his father. A physician who formerly practised homceopatliy in 
Hamburg, renounced it some years ago, and returned to legitimate 
medicine." 

While tliis sheet was passing through the press, Dr Oscar Prieger 
' Kreuznach, a physician well known to many English invalids 
pho have of late years visited the Continent, came to Edinburgh ; 
id, on allowing hira Dr Gerson's letter, he confirmed to me, ui the 
strongest manner, the recent rapid dech'ne, or indeed total extinction, 
of homceopatliy in the cities and medical schools along the Uiiine, 
and in all that part of Germany witli which ho was acquainted. 
In fact, he had heard the word only in England, or from Englisli 
patients, during the last five or six years, — the delusiiiu having now 

I altogether cea,sed to excite any interest in the districts of Gcr- 
iuny with wliicli he was intimate. Like other pseudo-sciences 
Irhich we have from time ti> time received from our German neigh- 
pours, it has foiuid a temporary asylum in England, after it had 
been comparatively discarded fixim its native soil, — the *' mental 
^idemic," necessary for its spread, extending to this island, aAer 
faaving passed over, and in a great degree ceased, on the Continent. 
It has been occasionally argued, that there must be some truth in 
homiEopathy, because, in our own countiy, some few men of talent, 
^^^^lot conversant with medicine,' or connected with the medical pro- 
^^Hfeesion, have, ftvm time to time, swallowed Habucmannic doses, or 

^^^ft ' Dr Wbiitely, in ihe Prefsce to hia work on Logic, remarks :— " A eailoc will 
II perbapa topise the preUneionB of medical men, and prefer treating a diaeaEe b|^ 

commoD eenie ; but he would ridicule ibe proposal of navigating a sbjp bj oommon 
sense, without regard to the maxims of nautical art." Dr Whately'a remark, no 
dnnbt, applies lo Archhiahops and others, as wall as to sailors. In the work itself 
lie correctlj observes, " Nothing is more cannaOD than to hear u person state con- 
fidentlj, an from hia own experience, timt such aad such H patient u-crd cured by 
that medicine ; whereas, all that he nbaolutely tiiui'i: is, that he took the me- 
nnc, and that ho recoYorBd."— P. a31. 



[ ItlUoi 

^■^■ieinc 



96 UiT riTBOXACi: or cniBUTAXBT. 

])nrfos«v(] an ailhernKw b> lh« creed snd ilodrines of honKEopatli 
But, Ota.*! laynten of the bigkest intellects have, in the histoty^ 
the worltl, venr often formed, for the time, the highest abeUtm ( 
iitucist ererr Iriiid of tranaitorr medical chaHatanir. No diild d 
the pn>5C&t day belic\-es in the curative inHnenoe of the i 
pathetic salve applied, — not to the v\-ound, — but to the weapon « 
made tlie woum). Lonl Bacon himself, howe\'er, " the wisest of in 
(■«ilitossed thnt he did not entirely discredit the efficacv of this s 
pathetic wenpoii-snlve; or the healing powers of chaniis and atnalolj 
and Kog»»r Ilacon was a believer in a Universal Elixir of I 
The Honourable Kobert Boyle, one of the most distingi 
philoaopliers and n-riters of his dav, and a man nho was des 
elected I'rosidont of the Royal Society, supposed that he cnra 
himscH' of uii agno by weniing a medicated bracelet aroond 1 
wrist; he, "Cudworth the philosopher, and many other erninei 
men of niiipiostionable comjietency," testified to the success of t" 
BUppusoil etfocta mid cures prmluced by the exorcisms and matLipf 
lations of Valentino Greatrakes; mid the Rev. J. Flamstead, ^ 
first Aatpononiei'-Uoyal, made a voyage to Ireland, to be cured byB 
tnuuli of tho hand of this exorcist." X>r Hartley, the celebrated n 
phyniciaii, puhliHlicil an wtavo volume in favour of Mrs Stephei^ 
alleged n]ioci)ir for gravel and stone, with 150 cases in proof of M 
alleged cfHciicy, bin own ensu lieing among the number; but I 
lilmnulf tiled of the very disease fivr which he had vaunted the d 
I'iiviiry of an infallible cure, ami of which lie alleged himaelf t 
cured. Tliu llritish Parliament hni* very seldom voted any s 
of public money for tho mlvniieenient of medical science, or for d 
rownrd of niodicnl diiicovcnos; but, carried away by the epidem 
entliimlii'im of the diiy, they voted £6000 for the purchase of I" 
Htujilioii'H Iliiii'ilVil «|iwifle, — tt permiinciit and public attestation q 
tho mi'dlt'iil ri'udiility of tho " eliotteu ivpirsenlatives of the intelle 
Miiil iiilulllghiu^ii of tJid pm.plo of Kngland."' " The public (very ti 

' An>v *lal1ii||, I'll lili rutiirn, llml lili iIIiphkp wh* nnl lo viulvnt as before, FUaS 
^mil iinlvuly itiMa, " Klik u-htthii', lhri>ii||li (luil'n iiivrcy, I rwcired thU from 1' 
l)i'«iilrRli*«' loiinli, w my Jiiiiniiij «ii>l vaiiilhliiv m iph, I md unMrwin." (See 
Aiiirilili)||rR|ihy, tn lUll*}'* Amimiiit nr lilm, |i. in.) 

• Tlin hHIuUI fill III Ikm I lull nr IIih i<i>iii|iii«IMi>ii of Mn Slaplmn'* nmvUj \' 
lamilou llanM WM i|W«illl} Ihliil l>i III rH|>iiliiiliiii " licnnHlalud of eps-shdls, r 
*n«ll-aliHlli with lliK (tmllt III iIiikiiinII i>«li>liinil i Mli-keyit, hipi kdiI hawR, b 
iipoHi iin<l ifiirliKiK <it1>iii' vi>|tvlii1il(ii| all luiriiol ti> n iilmlvri with nhnmmnlle flonr* 
ruiiiinl, mill niiiiiii iiilmi'iiiitHhililHii, -ilirtnlait ii'ii liiiliiu ImrnBil In iliHinme manne 



COEUULITr ON UEDIOAL UATTSBS. 



37 



Kobserves Dr Marshall Hall) have a strange idea of medicine — an idea 

kittle diifei-ent fi-om SDPERSTITIOU ; there is for them nothing too 

ifiing, not even Homorapathy ; nothing too violent, not even the 

Bats of Priessnitz and of St John Long;^ nothing too absurd, from 

p.e royal touch, or that of a hanged man's hand,^ down to Perkiiiism' 



_, pain 



was (bbjs Dr Currie) a. painter at Cork, who took ap doctoring on his 
own aiitharitj, settled in London, took a line house, and, iDaintaining the same doc- 
trines aa Hahnemann as to a morbiBo matter (only he di J not name bis ' fundamental 
cauBs' an internal psora), soon got abundance of patients. Hahnemann rejeuted a/t 
applioations externally, and Long used notte else i jet the latter, on bis trial, waa able 
to produce a long list of Nobilitj, Lawyera, &c. &c., who were bis patientfi and 
patrona ; and one of tbem. Lord Ingeetrie, swore that be saw St J. Long draw sereral 
^joundB of a liqnid like mercury from a patienfs braio. Long died of the disease 
'hioh he li»Dd by curing, and the yirlues of his remedy expired with bim. He sold 
to a lady of rank in thin ayaatry for X3000; but, after rarione unavailing 
her hands, it was soon forgotten." — Dabtiii Qaartaty Journal for 1846, 



' The hand of a hanged man was, when applied Co a scrofulous sore, supposed 
to possess the same healiog property as tbe toucb of the reigning Icing of England, — 
a tberapentical oiibociation by no means very Ilaneriag to monarchy. 

' Throufch tbe kindness of Dr Twoedic, I am io possessioa of one of the original 
bills or advertisements of " Perkins' Patent Metallic Tractors," and a specimen or 
set of the Tractors themaelyes— two small, tapering pieces of metal, one zinc and the 
other copper (?)— Ibe manufaoture of which would cost a fow pence, but which were 
sold about fifty years Dgo, in great numbers, "at six guineas the set," being then 
believed by many to be perfectly etScacious in the removal of (as tbe bill states) 
" Acute and Chronic Rbcumatism, Gout, Sprains, Erysipelas, Epileptic iits. Pleurisy, 
£c. &C., and all analogous diseases of Ilorses and other animals." In these and 
other diseases, the Tractors were declared then (exactly in tbe same words as homoe- 
opathy is declared now) to be a "safe, speedy, and effectual" method of core. 
Persons of high repmo and station bore, half a century ago, the highest testimony 
to the truths of Perkinism, as Eome of the same are ready to do at the present 
day to (he truths of bomtKopatby. " Among the vouchers (says Mr Perkins) 
will be found eight professors in four Universities, in the various branches, as 
— three of Natural Philosophy, four of Medicine, one of Natural History ; to 
le may be added nineteen Physicians, seventeen Surgeons, and twenty Clergymen, 
a Doctors of Divinity, and many others of equal respectability." 



CHAPTEE V. 

IKFINITESatAL DOSES AXli HOMfEOPATHT SECESSABILY CON-1 
NECTEl) TOCETHER IN' FRACFICE: BEASOSS FOR USING THE | 
SUALLEST DQSESi DISEASES AG<iBAVATED BV LARGE DOSES. ( 



AwABB of tbe abstmiihi- implied in the aUegation. thai medicinal 
oflects could possibly be produced by llie btllionths, decilliontlis, and 
other infinite^nud do^es of drags, soiuo IiouHEopalhists bave aimoualy 
ai^ed, that homceopathy is one thing, an<l the emplo^itnent of these 
inBnitesimal doses quite another. And it is do donbt true, that the 
allege<l " uuiversal," *' immutable," horaoropatliic law, ttmilia similiOus 
curantuTy might be true, alt<^>ther separate Irom, and independently 
oii the supposed therapeatic potency- of the minute doses. But it is 
also equally true, that, according tu Hahnemann himself, when he 
tried to treat diseases in acconiance with the homneopathic law, bat 
witli the lai^' or ordinary doses of the medicine indicated, he found 
that he a<fgmivted si> much the diseases of his patients, that he ren- 
dered their maladies worse instead of better. 

" The suitableness of a medicine," says Hahnemann, " for any 
given case nf disease does not depend on its accurate homceojiathic 
selection alone, but likewise on the proper she, or rather smaliness 
of the dose. If ^ve gi\"e t*io strong a ilose of a medicine which may 
have been oven quite homa>opathical]y chosen for the morbid state 
bclbrc us, it must, uotwitlistanding tliu inherent beneficial character 
of its nature, prove injurious by its mere magnitutlc, and by the 
unnecessary, eiteesiivf impression it iniikcs upon tho viuU fiin-c which 
it convulsoa," &t: — {Organon, {>. 821.) Kor, "a inoilichio," says 
he, " of a positive and curative kind, will, witliout any fault in itself, 
produce just tho contrary of thai which It ought to do, if j^vcn in 

I excessive quantity, by [iroduciug a fiixmtfr dini-aw* than that pn-scnt." 
— {Metlicine of Experience, 1805.) 

It was in coiisoqiieuco of flndhig tliiil ihn iiutlicluiv*. when j^iveu 

I in largo orfliniiry doses, wei-o liahli' tu ihihIiu'ii w L'lvnt timl ■Uiijrcr- 
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lous aggi-avatiou of tba disease, that Plalinemann iloscended from 

&ese larger ordinary doses to smaller and smaller t[iiantities. For 

pthis reason " a medicine (he elsewhere observes), even though it 

may be bomosopathically siiited to the case of disease, does harm 

1 every dose that is too large, the more harm tuk lajiger tiib 

3D06E ; and by the magnitude of the dose it does more harm the 

f greater its homoeopatbicity." — {Organon, p. 321.) 

" With thera (very large ordinary doses) patients may," says Dr 

Black, " be treated homceopathically ; but then we may frequently 

expect a. positive increase of the disease, or even deatli. The ex- 

Lperience of such painful and dangerous aggravations, in no case 

ttiecessary to core, led Hahnemann to employ minute doses." ' 

Latterly Hahnemann's extended experience led him, as he states, 
^io the conviction, that tlie " minutest doses, to nse bis own words, 
1/8 able to overcome the disease." And specially, he con- 
jtemptuoTisly denominates those homoaopatliic physicians " wiseacres," 
■pho affect to disbelieve the perfect and certain medicinal power and 
lotency of decillionth doses, or dmga in the thirtieth dilution.* 

In elsewhere insisting upon the necessity of the very smallest doses 
if the selected remedy, Hahnemann adds, — " The very smallest, I 
repeat ; for it holds good, and will continue to hold good, as a 
tomoeopatluc iherapentic maxim, not to lie refuted by any empe- 
'. tJte world, that the best dose of the properly selected 
medy is always the VEEt smallest one, in one of the high 
Mynamisations (X or the thirtieth dilution), as well for chronic as 
(br acute diseases, — a truth that is the inestimable property of pure 
fcomteopathy, and which, as long as allopathy, and the new mongrel 
lystem, made up of a mixture of allopathic and homeopathic pro- 
cesses, is not much better, continues t(i gnaw like a cancer at the life 
of sick human beings, and to min them by large and ever larger 
doses of drugs, will keep pure homoeopathy separated from these 
Bpiuious arts as by an impassable gulf." — (Orjaiwn, p. 289.) 

WLat is the actual amount of these " very Gmalleat" doses, — the 
liilliontb, quadrillionth, sextilbonth, &c., of a single grain ? Wo shall 
try to answer this question in a ftiture chapter. A preliminary matter 
must, however, first engage our attention, viz. — the modes of pre- 
ration of the doses. 

' Trcntiso uii UonKroputhy, p. HI. 

= See Dt DuJt^Qn'a EJit. of the OrgBniw, p. ^l**. 



CHAPTER VI. 

MODES OF PREPAHATION OF THE INFINITESIMAL DOSES EM 
PLOYED BY HOM(EOPATIUSTS; NUMBER OF TBITtJRAT10Na,| 
SHAKES, ETC., RElJUmED ; INFECTION OF GLOBULES By 
CONTACT WITH EACH OTHER, 



Before we can underatand the very niiDute infinitesimal amooi 
of the doses of the drugs employed by homteopatbic physicians, 
iificeBsary to state the way in which they prepare these doses. 
in order to comprehend their modes of preparation, it is proper t 
premise, that honnx-opatliists generally use their doses, either, Is^ 
in the form of solutions or tinctures ; or, 2tllif, in the formof globoi 
or small pills. These tinctures or globules' vary in ati'ength, or i] 
the infinitesimal amount of the drug which they contain. Heno^ 
Homceopathists speak of tinctui*ea or globules (of aconite or sulphiu 
for instance), of the 1st, 2d, 3d, 10th, 20th, 30Ui, &c., " dilution,^ 
"attenuation," "potency" or " dyuamisation" (for these terms n 
, used synonymously) ; and they signify by these terms the degi-ee o 
division to which one di'op, or two, of the drug, if it be fluid (as 
vegetable juices, &c., are), or one grain of the drug, if it he a s 
{as the minerals are), is subjected in the preparation of their infii 
simal doses. But lest any mis-statement occui' on this point, let d 
cite the directions which Hahnemann himself gives on the suhjet 
of the division or dilution of drugs in his Organon : — 

" Two drops of the fresh vegetable juice (of the drug, whatevei 
it may be), mingled with equal parts of alcohol, are diluted with " 
ninety-eight drops of alcohol, aud potentised by means of two suo- 
cuBsions, whereby tlie first development of power is formed, and this 
process is repeated through twenty-niue more phials, each of whicli 
is filled three-quarters full with uinety-niue drops of alcohol, and 
each Bucoeeding phial is to he pi-ovided with one di'op from the pre- 
ceding phial (which has already been shaken twice), and is ui its 

1 Somcflmea, also, hnniampathic drugs are exhibited in Iho form of powders — ihe 
infinilcaLinal diiKes of tbe drug being given in & qiiBinlll; of powiler of uugar, or sugar 
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^1111 shaJceti, aud in the same manner at last the tbirtieth ilv- 

«ilopment of power (potentLaed decilliontli ililution X) whlcli is the 

most generally used. AH other suhstauces," he continues, 

** adapted for medicinal use (except sulphur, which has of late years 

sen only employed in the form of a highly-diluted (X or 30th) 

incture),^ — -as pure or oxydised aud sulphuretted metals and other 

■ininerals, petroleiun, phosphorus, as also parts and juices of plants 

■ that cau only be obtained in the dry state, animal substances, neutral 

mUs, <SiC., — all these are first to be potentised by trituration for three 

ftliours, up to the milhonfold pulverulent attenuation.: and of this one 

grain is to be dissolved, and brought to the thirtieth development of 

Ipower by means of twenty-seven attenuating pliials, in the same 

■manner as the vegetable juices." — Organon, p. 315. 

When not tinctures, but Globules are to be used by the homoeo- 
mthic physician, they are prepared as follows : — Globules of sugar 
*f milk, or of common sugar, or sugar and starch (for all these 
"different ingredients are used), of the size of poppy seeds, are made 
bind moistened with the proper dilutiou or attenuation, as the 3d, 
^6th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 30th, or whatever may be employed. To im- 
pregnate the globules with the appropriate dilution, the globules are 
touched by the moistened stopper of the phial containing the dilution 
Ktself, and are themselves subsequently laid aside dry in stoppered 
]iphialB, and thus kept ready for future use.' 

In his work on Chronic Diseases, Hahnemann gives much more 

vminute directions than in his Organon, for the prepai'ation of these 

■4iom(»opathic dilutions and globules. In a series of directions of 

»nsiderable length, he orders the 30th attenuation of the drag to 

Bbe effected in a porcelain mortar, by means oi six triturations of si'j: 

minutes each, aud six scrapings of four minutes each. And he 

Wii-ects all the higher attenuations above tlie 3d or miUionth attenua- 

ition powder, to be made by means of solutions in equal parts of 

alcohol and distilled water. To make, for example, the 4th dilution, 

ine grain of this 3d or millionth attenuation powder, is placed in a 

mhial, and one hundred drops of a mixture of alcohol and distilled 

r are poured over it. Ilahnemauo further directs this phial to 

e stoppci'ed, turned slowly round on its axis for some minutes until 

3 powder is dissolved, and then the phial is to be twice shaken. 

The next, or 5th dilution, is iiinned by adding one drop of the pre- 

' llBhiieroanns Work nn Chronii- IHsBaaea, vnl. i. ; Dr iWU's" MeJuiU Revio' 
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culling (lilutitiii to ninety-nine drops of pure nlcoliol and water, an< 
mixing this in tiie same way with two shakos of the phial. TI 
fith, and all the subsequent attenuations or dilutions, are procui 
precisely in the same manner, — one drop of the solution iinmediatel;] 
preceding it, being mixed with one hundred drops of alcohol ant 
water, and twice shaken in order to make the next dilution, 
reference to the whole body of strangely formal and mysterious di- 
rections and manipulations inculcated, and the rules dogmatically 
laid down by Hahnemann, with regard to the preparation of tho 
infiiiitisemal doses, it must he owned that the minutia; which he 
affects to give regai'diiig the pro]ier amount, and length of time of 
the several and separate triturations, scrapings, and shakings of tho 
powders and pliiats, arc so cabalistic as to be calculated to excite 
sasplcion in every unprejudiced mind. " Altogether (says Di 
Forbes), it ninat be admitted, that the whole complexion of the thing 
bears a much closer resemblance to what we have heai'd or seen of 
magical ceremonies and the tricks of conjurors, demonstrations fof i 
effect and to produce an impression, than to any operation of a scien-' 
tific or bona fide character,'" Nothing, for example, eould well be 
imagined bearing more of an equivocal character than Hahnemann's 
strong directions about " two shakes" only of the attenuation-phials 
being necessary. He even eondescends upon the character of the 
shakes, and advises them not to be " slovenly," while in relation to 
their number lie warns liia disciples against their exceeding two, lest 
tlie resulting drug be made over strong, or, as he termed it, 
highly " potentised" or " dynamised" by tho succussions. " Tl 
homcDopathic medicine (says he) becomes potentised at every divist( 
and diminution by trituration or succussion, a development of tl 
inherent powers of medicinal substances, which was never dreami 
of before my time, and which is of so powerful a character, that 
late years I have been compelled by convincing experience to redu( 
the ten succussions, formerly directed to be given after each attenui 
tion, to (wo." — {Organon, p. 325.) He averred, that in this way 
the simple shaking of fluid medicines by the practitioners carrying 
them about in the pocket, as some homceopaths did, greatly poten- 
tised them ; and he consequently warned his followers against this 
source of danger in their practice. (See Organon, p. 316.)' 

I Rritish and Fareigo Medical Review, toI. xxi. p. S38. 
" There axe, liowever (says UahnemsDn), homieopachiBtB who carry about w 
ihonijon ihair viails (o jiHlientp, the homccopathic medicines in Iheduid state, an<l yt 
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" Li<[uiil luetlicinea (lie elsewhere obserres) do not become, bv 
tbcir greater and greater attenuation, weaker in power, but always 
more potent ami penetrating. For homaeopatliic purposes, thia 
dilution is performed by well shaking a drop of the medicine with a 
hundred drops of a non-medicinal fluid ; from the l>ottle so shaken, > 
a drop is taken, and shaken up in the same manner with anotlier 
hundi-ed drops of unmedieJnal fluid, and so on. This result, so 
incomprehensible to the man of figures, goes so far that we must set 
bounds to the succussion process, in order tliat the degree of attenua- 
tion be not over-balanced by the increased potency of the medicine, 
and in that way the liighost attenuations become too active. If we 
wish, for example, to attenuate a drop of the juice of Sundew to the 
decillionth, but shake each of the bottles with twenty or more suo- 
cussions from a powerful arm, in the hand of which the bottle ia 
held, in that case this medicine, which I have discovered to be the 
specific remedy for the frightfiil epidemic, Hooping-cough of child- 
ren, will have become so powerful in tlie fifteenth attenuation 
(spiritualization), that a drop of it given in a teaspoonful of water, 
would eudftuger the lite of such a child; whereas, if each dilution-bottle 
I were shaken but twiee (with two strokes of the arm), aud prepared 
Lin this manner up to the decillionth attenuation, a sugar globule the 
ize of a poppy-seed, moistened with the last attenuation, cures this 
lertible disease with this single dose, without endangering the health 
' of the child in the slightest degree." ' 

Hahnemann was thus afraid lest more than two shakes of each 
dilution of tliis and otiier medicines would make tticm too powerful. 

I Yet Dr Mnrc prepares eacli of his homceopatliic dilutions, not with 
two shakes, but with 300 ; and, besides, he uses, not the human arm, 
but a machine, for the purpose of making the shakes more perfect 
And complete; — a plan, I believe, adopted by some homceopatbic 
practitioners also in London. And Jenichen's celebrated prepara- 
tions are said to have had 6000 shakes. Such is " infalUble " 
homoeopathic experience. " Whilst Hahnemann warned against 
giving Droaera (Sundew) in hooping-cough that had been jirepared 
with 20 shakes, •Jenichen's preparation of that drug in the 500th 
who 
butt 
p.3 



I who auoert (bat Ihej do net become more high); polentiieil in tlia oourae of ttmi 
I bvt (ho adds) Iheg thereby »iow their urani o/ abiHly to obsfrit corrfclly," (Organo 

' Sec his Lesser WriiiiigP, p. sis. 
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■liluri.di ^^■as almktni tiOOO timi-s in tlie 5000th dilution, or G0,0 
times." ' But we have no misgiving or doubt, tliat all tlie prepar 
lions ()f tliis and all thu otlier liomceopathic drugs, whatever weJ 
llio number of shakes given to them, wlietlier 2 only, or 300, o 
6000, or 60,000, answered ei^aally well ; and were equally innocei 
of good or of evil to those that swallowed tliem. 

Before eoncludiug the present chapter, it is proper to add, thi 
boside-s preparing the drugs contained in their globules, by tiitu 
tioiis, shakings, &c., as described above, some homceopathists hav( 
manufactured their infinitesimal globules in another way. Thi 
mode to which I allude, consists in making globules by a kind 
process of infection. Korsakoff first pointed it out, and averred, 
that by shaking one duly medicated drug globule with several thou- 
sand unmodicated globules, these unmedicated globules became duly 
drugged by thus being merely in the neighbourhood of the medi- 
cated one. And, of course, the globules thus prepared, were averred 
to be found by "experience" to be duly efficacious and suceesa- 
fiil in the removal and treatment of disease. In his Leaser Writings, 
Hahnemann offers the following i-emarks as an explanation of the 
mode in which pure globules become in this way drugged by infec- 
tion or contact : — " Thus much (he observes) is deducible fixim 
(Koi-sakofl''s) experiments, that, shice a single dry globule ii 
bibod witli a high medicinal dynamisation, communicates to 13,500"' 
unmedicated globules, with which it is shaken fer five minutes, 
medidnal power fully equal to wliat it possesses itself, without suffer- 
ing any diminution of power itself, it seems that this marvellous 
communication takes place by means of proximity and contact, and 
is a sort of INFECTION, bearing a strong resemblance to the infection 
of healthy persons by a contagion brought ueai- or in contact with 
them." (P. 859.) 

Surely it would be difficult to carry human assertion and linmaii' 
orodulity furtlier than this. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

iBVNAMIZATION OR INCREASED POTENCY OP DRUGS BY 
TRITURATION AND DILUTION ; ALLEGED NECESeiTY OF 
EXmSlTING ONLY ONE MEDICINE AT ONE TIME ; BUT HOM- 
(EOPATHISTa ACT CONSTANTLY AGAINST THIS LAW. 



ff a paragrapli in the preceding cliapter, we have seen that Haline- 
mani] supposes that the infinitesimal dilution of a drug rendered it 
stronger and stronger in its medicinal properties. And already, in 
I preceding page (p. 23), we have also found him aiinouncicg, that 
^is infinitesimal division produces a real spiHtualisation (to use liis 
wn term) of the medicinal powers of each drug, " The effect,"' says 
^le, " of a homceopatiiic dose of medicine increases, the greater the 
iqnantity of liquid in which it is dissolved, when administered to the 
)atieut, although the actual amount of medicine remains the same." 
Xhus, for example, common tahle or sea salt I^Natrum Muriatieum), 
which we alt swallow daily in sufficient quantities ^vith onr food, 
when carried to the 30tli or decillionth dilution, becomes (accord- 
King to Hahnemann) a powerful and heroical medicament, which can 
[■only he administered to patients with the greatest caution." (Xec's 
ffomfeopathy, p. 5.) Long trituration may thus, if carried very far, 
Iftiake, it is alleged by some, the powers of drugs " quite ungovervr 
table." {Journal of Homaopathy tor 1849, p. 445.) And Haline- 
Baann maintains, that even insoluble substances, as gold, platinum, 
^arcoal, &c. &c., when triturated with sugar, and prepared in the 
Biode above directed, become medicinal in infinitesimal doses, though 
phey were in no degree medicinal in larger (luantities, and in their 
riginal forms. To reason, with the object of refuting such pro- 
isitions, would be a waste of time and words. That substances 
Wving a medicinal power on the animal economy in their common 
jnedicinal doses, should, when subdivided down to millions of raiilions 
F times their ordinary dosc-s, possess in each of these inconceivably 
infinitesimal doses, a medicinal property grentei- than the dose lind 
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DriftiiiiiHv ])'Kint'iwcJ bclbru its subdivision at all, would certainly be 
u tiling " riioHt «triiii(;<! anil unaccountable." " But (says Dr 
Forlx'*) wiicti — golni: far beyond all tins — we find the homtEopatliist 
inHlntiiiiiint^ that substances utterly pmvorlcsn in a state of s<;nsible 
built, uvtin in the grciitoat amount, acquire astonisliinp powers by i 
more iiibdiviitioii, without any discoverable change in their physical I 
nr clii'inifiil [jrojiurtics, — can any proposition be submitted to hui 
lippruIiuUNiori that wienis more utterly improbable, more ludicrously ] 
itbiiurdT To bo eallml on to believe that the decillionth of a grain 
of chorcoal or oyster-shell, is capable of producing hundreds of the 
niOHt formidable symptoms, and of curing, as by magie, the most in- i 
vi'turate diseases — while we can take ounces, nay, pounds, of the 
vory ■amti sub«tiince into our stomachs, with no other inconvenience ' 
tliuii its ineclianical bulk — aeoma so gratuitous an outrage to human 
rUMOiK that the mind instinctively recoils from the proposition." ' 

The honifloopaths, however, it must be allowed, display " some j 
muthud" ill this solution of their creed, llalmemaim maintains, aa j 
one of his dogmas, that every substance, when projierly prepared, I 
has a medicinal action upon the body, and that its action becomes 
the greater the more minutely it is subdivided and diluted. It would 
naturally occur to every sensible man, that, in opposition to Hahne- 
mann's dogma, ho could prove, from his own experience, this dogma 
to bo untrue in regard to wine and alcohol. To avei-t, however, 
the stern argument derivable from tliis self-evident inconsistency, 
Uahminann takes sjiecial care to make these two very substances I 
cxce|itions in his ci-eed to his alleged general rule. " Wine (saj»B 
he) and alcohol are the only excitants, the heating and intosicatiiig> 
ofliwts of whicli are diminished by their dilution with water." (0»^< 
<fiuH>ft, p. 329.) When the world is deliberately told this, has it not 1 
" a right to impute design, or more than design, somewhere ?" 

Anothei' of Hahnemann's rules, in regard to the exhibition of I 
drngs, and one that la much insisted upon by most homoeopathist^ I 
is tfaas laid down by him in his Organon, p. 319 : — " lu no cose is it 1 
nqqi^ta to administer more than ojie »ingle aimjik medicinal sub- I 
stanee at one time." The true physician, he obferves, " never ] 
lUaifcs of f^ving as a remedy, any liitl » ninffle slmpto medicinal sub 
auncc^' Snc " it is yet impowiblii ta for(!»i'o how two and mora 
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teJicinal substances might, when compounded, obstruct and alter 

tch other's actions on the human body." (P. 320.) 

But in few or no instances can the homoeopaths, if they follow 

leir own laws, give a single simple substance as a medicine at any 

me time.' Take one drug as an example of this remark. Opium, 

wording to Jalir (one of the greatest homaiopathic aulhorities on 

lateria medica), is, in homoeopathic practice, " a medicament fte- 

villy indicated" in disorders of various kinds. Opium, however, 

a iiot a simple substance ; but, on the other hand, it is extremely 

mposite in its character, according to the researches of many 

Kcellent chemists. " It contains," says Dr Christison, " no fewer 

Ifaan seven crystalline principles, called (1) morphia, (2) codeia, 

■8) paramorphia, (4) narcotin, (5) narcein, (6) porphyroxin, and 

■7) uiGconin, of which the first three arc alkaline, and the others 

jlientral ; secondly, a peculiar acid termed (8) meconic acid, which 

bonstitutes, with sulphuric acid, the solvent of the active principle ; 

tnd, thirdly, a variety of comparatively unimportant ingredients, 

mch as (9) gum, (101 albumen, (11) r^sin, (12) fixed oil, (13) a 

race perhaps of volatile oil, (14) lignin, (15) caoutchouc, (16) ex- 

ractive matter, and numerous salts of Inorganic hases.'" Of these 

inorganic salts and substances in opium, Schindler, in his analysis, 

Hetected among others, (17) phosphate of lime, (18) alumina, (19) 

aJica, (20) magnesia, (21) oxide of iron, &c.° Homceopaths, in 

tfiing therefore this " frequently indicated" medicament — opium, 

mploy a preparation, which is certainly not single, but consists, at 

1st, of some twenty different substances. Further, homceopathists 

themselves know it to be thus a sufficiently composite substance, 

jeing that sometimes they order to be used, singly and separately, 

e or other of the twenty or more individual ingredients composing 

s morphia, narcotin, or some of the various salts and inorganic 

joasea which are known to be contained in it. 

But again, when the homoeopath prescribes and uses what ho 
sems to he a single simple medicine, such as the morphia of which 
! have spoken, or any other single and separate alkali, salt, or 
rug, he does not exhibit that single separate medicine alono, but, 



' " All raw animBil and vegetnliJi: mbsUQcee have a greater or loss amonDt of 
tnedicinal poner, and are capable of altertug man's health, each in its awn pecullat 
—Org<ai<m, p. 311. Few, however, or, in fact, none of them, are in realit]' 
riingle, aimple" substances. 
1 ' Ohri^riBon's Diiprnaatory, p, r,;% > Pliarm. Central Blati, l»34, [i. S7. 
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(ilie «iti(;lt! simple ineditTiiio wns never to bu exhibited at one time." 
^or, in tho very prejiaralion of liis drug, lie necessarily mixes np 
with it, when he triturates, scrapes, shakes it, &o., one or more 
Ndditionftl ingrcdicnu ; and some of these are, according to the 
vmn] of the homcpopatliist^, very powerful medicaments, and further 
increased in tlieir potency by the very infinitesimal smallni 
which they are prepared and commingled with the drug employed 
Flakes of carbon, £c., are, tor instance, contained in almost every <| 
portion of water, however carefully distilled, and ihey are constantly 
fluatinf^ ui every room and laboratory, and must thus almost inevit- 
ably be comnn'xed and " polentised" in the trituration and solution 
of every homoeopathic drug. Every mortar used in their longa 
and laborious triturations, of necessity yields some of its particles 1 
under the frietiona to whieh it is subjected. Silex, the principal ■[ 
component of most mortars, is thus also, by a physical necessity, 
mixed up with the preparing medicine ; but is itself, at the same i 
time, a medicine which, in its infinitesimal bilHonths and decilliontha, I 
is capable, according to the homceopathic materia medica, of creat- a 
ing many hundred more or less Ibrmidable symptoms,' In most 'J 

' Acoarding lo Jnhr's IIoniEeopatliic Materia MeiJica, bilex or flint id usually 
emplaned in ihe 3utb dilution; and tbe duration oT its effects or RymptDms is rrom 
seven to eight weeks. Doses of ellex or flint produce, according to Jabr (tbe pria- 
cipHl honneopatliic authoritj on meh snbjecte), 372 different Ejmptoins. Of these 
»fDiptoms,he classes 23 under geueralsTtDptoms; IT symptoms under the tiiacliaaB and 
Ktatesof theakin; 14 under sleep; 6 under fever synplooia; IT under moral ajmptoinft; 
2S ander head symptoms; 3^ under eye symptoms; l.'i under ear symptoms; IT 
under mise symploma; 19 tinder face aymptoms; V under (eeth Bjmptoma; 8 under 
mouth By TDptoius; 5 ander thronl symptoms; IS under appetite symptoms; 14 under 
stomach gymptoiDS; IT iinder abdominal symptoms; T under fences symptoms; S 
under urine symptoms; 9 under Hymptoins of genital organs; 14 under catamenia 
■ymptoms; II under larynx aymptoma; 9 under cbosl symptoms; 13 under trunk 
symptoms; 20 ander arm symptoms; nnd 36 under teg aymptotDs. To give some ii 
of Ihe ttrange collection of alleged phenomena, symptoms believed by humn'opathi 
to be produccl in these dilTercnt parts, organn, or functions, by silex and by other 
medidnes, let us select one of tlieso divisions as an example of (be whole, The foU 
lowing are the twenty "udkii. symi-tohs" alleged to be produced by donea of ri.iirT 
or BiLBX, vix: - 

" Melancholy wd dlspaiition lo weep; nosUlgln; inxiuty and ngiWllun i ladl unity 
—concentration In »9lf ; liMiuiotude (ind llLhumour on the least provocwion. arising 
from excessive nervous debility ; tm^-l'* o/nmiimct : grent li«bll<iy lu bv frlghieneit, 
espeeially by noise; diHCO«tajr*munl ; monwenew. IILhumonr, and dnpalr. with In. 
n wcnriiicBS of life; diNposHion lo fly inlw a rime, olistlnaoy, mul gival irriubillr 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



CALCULATIONS RELATIVE TO THE ACTUAL AMOUNT OF THBM 
INFINITESIMAL DOSES,— DECILLIONTHS, BILLI0NTH8, ETCfl 
VABIATIONS OF DILUTIONS FROM 1 TO 2000THS ; BUT EP.j 
FB0T8 QUITE THE SAME FROM ALL THE DILUTI0N8, 

At the t'onclosion of the fifth chapter (p. 39), we have quoted a I 
passage from the last edition of the Organon, published by Hahna- 
mann in 1833, and containing the evidence of his own matured ex- J 
perienco in honiceopathy, relative to the most appropriate doses ofil 
drugs that should be employed in the treatment, both of chronic T 
and acute diseases. " It holds ^ood," says he, " and will continue | 
to hold good as a homceopatbic therapeutic masim, NOT TO BE re- ] 

POTED BY ANT EXPEKIENCE IN THE WOBLD, that the best dose of J 

the properly selected remedy is always the very smallest one in one j 
of the high dynamisations (X or the thirtieth dilution), as well fop J 
chronic as for acute diseases." ' — [Organon, p. 289.) 

The thirtieth dilution, which Hahnemann here declares as in- i 
fellibly the most appropriate dose, " as well for chronic as for acute 1 
diseases," consists of a decilliontb of a grain, or a decillionth of aj 
drop of the drug, whatever drug that may be which is employed.! 
If we express this quantity arithmetically, it amounts to 

1,000,000,000,000,000, 000,000, 000,000,000,001), 000,000,000, 0O0,O00,O00,0O0,0( 

of a grain or di-op. The human intellect, however, can scarcely I 
appreciate the smallness of this quantity when expressed either in 
language or in figures. And to obtain some slight idea of the infi- 
nitesimal exiguity of dose which is thus contained in the thirtieth 
dilution ,-*the " best dose," according to Hahnemann, " as well for 
chronic as for acute diseases," — let us take one or two illustrations 
to help the mind to some distant conception of the medicinal dose thus 
recommended to be used by him, and which he has declared, aa an in- 
fallible " therapeutic maxim," to be always the most appropriate dose. 

' " The oalf e:iceptian to this ia the edminiati'atioD of Camphor- spirit in Cholera." 
{Juumul of Ilom'sopaAii for 1849, p. 452.) 



WHAT A DECILI.IONTH DOSE IS, 51 

I have ali'eaJy stated (p. 13), that the earth is computed to con- 

ttuti, at the present time, some 900,000,000 human beings ; and 

that if all these 900,000,000 had been called into existence when 

Adam was created,^— some GOOO years ago, — and had lived up to 

s present time, and each of these 900,000,000 individuals had, 

called into existence, begun to swallow, and continued to 

JIVallDW up to the present hour, without rest or cessation, night and 

tfff a decilliontli dose of a grain (say a graiu of sulphur or quinine, 

r other drug), such as Hahnemann recommends to be used, these 

0,000,000 beings would not yet, during these past 6000 years, 

ve finished one single grain of the medicine. Nay, — if each of these 

100,000,000 men, now 6000 years old, had swallowed, during eveiy 

Bioment of then- past existence, not a single globule, but one millton 

" 3 of Hahnemann's 30th dilution, they would not yet have 

fished a single grain, and would not finish it, working constantly 

jrery second at the same rate, for millions of centuries yet to come. 

I Yet Hahnemann and his followers calmly tell us, that — take two 

f three of these single decilliontli doses of a single grain of their 

^, and with these infinitesimal doses of the requisite medicine 

I may cure any acute or chronic curable disease to which nian- 

l^d is liable. And that one of these decillionths is truly the proper 

■dose of the medicbie to be used, is " a therapeutic maxim (says 

Hahnemann) not to be refiited by any experience in the world." 

To understand, if possible, the exiguity of " the best " dose of a 

iopatliic drug as thus laid down by Hahnemann, let us turn 

^ another means of stating the infinitesimal amount of the dose. 

• this purpose let us suppose, merely for the sake of illustration, 

^hat the drug employed was commixed witli a mass of sea^and, as 

its vehicle or mediiun, instead of a mass of sugar or starch, such as 

is employed in forming homceopathic glabulea aud powders. 

Most rational men, whether acquainted with medicine or not, 
would surely and justly look with perfect ijicredulity upon any phy- 
sician who should maintain that (me single grain of sulphur (to take 
it as an example) properly commixed with a heap of sand made by 
reducing to powder the stones, &c., employed in building and rearing 
all the houses in Edinburgh, or in London, or in Great Britaui, would 
impart to each of the particles of the heap a sufficient amount of 
sulphur to enable it, if swalloweil, to he a proper and sufficient dose 
for curing a man of Itch. Or if some enthusiast were to spring up 
litd aver that a single grain of phosphorous or of aconite, so infinitely 
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» DRCILLION FARTICLES OR GLOBULES OF SAND ; 



divided, that aii equal portion of ooe grain of these drugs distribute 
among all tlie particles of sand that He on all the sea-shores of 
Great Britain, from Caithness to Cornwall, could change and medi- 
cate each one of these grains of sand, so that any dozen or two of thenj 
picked up along the coast of England or Scotland would, if swallowed, 
be certain to influence and cure a case of inflaramatioii of the lunga 
or of inflammatorj' fever, if given to men affected with these diseases, 
would the world not deem the assertor of this fact to be stating 
something beyond the bounds of mere extravagance and eccentricity T 
And, if our supposed enthusiast were further coolly and deliberately 
to aver, that his single grain of phoaphorous or aconite, if tlivided 
amongst all the grains of sand to be found along all the sea-shores 
of onr world, would equally, if not more certainly, cure the same 
inflammation or tever, would he not be looked upon as a man out- 
raging every principle of possible belief] But the homoeopaths 
aver' infinitely more than this. Hahnemann and his followers, in 
using the 30th dilution of aconite, phosphorous, &c., aver that a 
single grain of any of tbem, distributed equally through a mass of 
sand as large as tlie bulk of the whole Earth itself, or indeed through 
a mass of sand even millions of millions of times greater than the 
Earth, would bestow the same healing property upon one and all of 
the particles of sand forming these immense masses, and that any 
ten or twenty of these medicated particles would form " the best" 
dose of the drug for the supposed case of pneumonia or fever. 

It has been computed that a cubic inch of sea-sand contains a 
million of particles of sand. The globe of our Earth is reckoned by 
physical geographers to contain about four thousand millions of 
cubic feet, or nearly seven quadrillion cubic inches. If the whole 
mass of the Earth from its surface to its centre were bruised down 
and converted into sea-sand, and a single grain of any homoeopathic 
drug as a grain of sulphur, or aconite, or phosphorus, was ao com- 
mixed with the sand that each particle of sand had a proper relative 
share or allotment of this single grain, each of these particles would 
contain jnore sulphur, or aconite, or phosphorus, than the homteo- 
paths use when they use the deeillionth of a grain of sulphur, or 
phosphorus, or aconite, or any other of their drugs in the 30th 
dilution- It would require, in fact, a inaas of sea-sand millions of 
times greater than the whole mass of the Earth to reduce each par- 
ticle of sand to a homoeopathic deciUionth. Or, to state it otherwise, 
a. deciUion of particles of sea-sand would make a million of worlds 
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■ globes as large as the Earth. The diameter of the Earth is 

nearly StXM) miles : the diameter of the orbit of Neptune is nearly 

6000 millions of miles ; a vast (hfference. But even a world or sphere 

f sea-sand, with a diameter equal to that of the orbit of Neptune, 

fould not have its particles reduced to a decillionth. In other 

rords, each of the single particles in this vast mass would be larger 

1 decillionth of the whole ; and the proper dose of a. single 

Q of a drug divided equally among these decillionths would be 

B particle picked out of this inconceivable mass of sand. 

In order to impart to the human mind some faint, very faint, idea 

F the enormous distances of the stars, writers on astronomy have 

pad recourse to a variety of illustrations. It has been computed 

^at a cannon-ball, impelled with the greatest velocity which art can. 

would travel at the rate of 600 miles an hour ; and flying 

± this rate, would require twenty years to pass from the earth to the 

mn, and about five millions of years ere it could reach the nearest 

iGxed star. But the velocity of light is immensely greater. Accord- 

bg to Struve's late investigations, it flies at the rate of 1 66,000 

jeographical miles, or nearly 200,000 English miles, in a second. 

ravelling at this enormous rate, a ray of light passes from the 

Moon to the Earth in 1 J second ; from the Sun to the Earth in 8 

minutes; but would require about three years to travel from the 

fixed star a Centauri to the Earth. Other stars however are vastly 

more distant. The elder Hcrscbel calculated that light, travelling at 

the enormous velocity we have stated, would require almost two 

millions of years to pass to the earth from the remotest luminous 

vapour reached by his forty feet reflecting telescope. And Professor 

LNichol imagines, from later observations with stronger instruments, 

ssibly there may be stars " situated so deep in space that the 

rays of light from them do not reach our earth until afier travelling 

s intervening abysses during centuries whose number stuns the 

magination." Possibly there may be some, he imagines, from which 

ight would require to travel thirty mii.t.ions of tear9, in order 

Q reach our planet. 

Truly, such astronomical calculations do, as Professor Nichol 

fobserves, " stun ^he imagination" of man. They are aa nought, 

however, in comparison with the ideas and computations of homoEO- 

pathists. For one single grain of any homceopathic medicine, as 

sulphur, quinine, silcx, &c. &c. &c,, divided into decillionth globules 

^of the 30tli dilution, and arranged as twenty globules to the inch, 



M 



EXTEKT OF A BOW OF UECILLIOSTD aiXmVI.R». 



would form u cuntinnouN line m- string of globules reaching far, far 
beyond this inconceivable profundity in space. In other words, 
tlu!< grain of salphar, &c. &c, &c^ would, when dividt-d into a 
d*H'ill!<in of lioraoeopathic globules, inak« a line over which light, 
travelling at the rate of 200,000 miles in a second, wotdd require 
above 1,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 years to pass along. 
Yet, aver Hnhneniann and Ids followers, any one of these decillion 
globules of a single grain of the proper drug, picked oat of thia 
inconceivablo length of line, would be found duly medicated for th< 
Iroatinent of all diseases, acute and chronic, and would form thtil 
most ajipnipriate dose ibr their tri-atment. Truly the human imaginar-fl 
tiwi soniellmeK rapidly passes from the sublime to tlie ridiculous, 

A row of homoeopathic globules, extended enough to form al 
string 25,000 miles long, and which consequently could encircle tht 
earth, would be passed over by a ray of light in the eighth part of >■ 
eeeoiid, or " In the twinkling of an eye." But it would require a 1 
ray of light to travel millions of millions of millions of milUons of I 
years, Ix'fore it could pass from one end to another of one single I 
grain of sulphur, or of any other homceopathic drug, laid out in I 
honiawpathic decillionth globidcs, — such as Hahnemann used and ] 
declared to be, both in acute and chronic diseases, the proper medical I 
dose, " not to be refuted by any experience in the world." A con- 
tinuous row of globules from Edinburgh to London — or, in other I 
words, a row of them as long as an exjiress railway train would take J 
twelve hours to pass over, might, at first thought, appear estrava- I 
gantly long, particularly when it was alleged that all of these I 
iiumert>us globules could have subdivided among them a single 1 
grain of a drug, so as to impart to every globule in the line the medi 
cinal action of that drug. But how comparatively short is a 400 
mile lino of globides, to a line of them so extended, that light, 
travelling at the rate of 6,000,000,000,000 miles a-year, would take 
above 1000 sextiUions of centuries to fly along it? And yet, as 
Hahnemann asserts, one mi^le (irain of a medicine distributed 
equally along this enormous line of globules, would invest each of 
the constituent globules with a power of curing diseases ; and forms, 
in fact, ihe best and appropriate dose of each common drug. 

Some homceopaths, however, use their drugs not in globules 
or particles, such as the preceding illustrations refer to, but in 
I'lNcruREs or Solutions. Let us consider for a tnomcnt the tenuity 
of these honicropathic solutions or tinctures. 
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Soon after the pfmnilgitioo o£ Hahneinaiui's docmnes, h was 

snggested tfaat, " If the A<^-ini<i»i*h pan cf ■ grain have any e6icacy, 

an ounce of metfictoe (Epsom sahs} tfanron into the Lake of GK>eva 

_ irnttld be Aofficient to pitjae all the CalTinists o£ Switzeriaod." 

Bat more care£il syAematic calculations have sliown, that this 

i sb^>ping infinitdj sboR of die tmth ; and that the 30th homoeo- 

; dOatioa, recommeiKled as we hare seen by Habnemann in 

U cases, is, in soch a paraIhJ,aiormoai]yimdef5tsted, instead of over- 

tated. In GuA, the 10th solution alone would, as Mi Cap has shown, 

squire foir its proper eolation a body of water 500 times greater 

1 the balk of the Lake of Geneva; or a sea somewhat larger 

a the Gulf of Venice, To make the 11th solution, a quantity of 

r greater than the Mediterranean Sea or the German Ocean 

rould be necessary. The I2ib solution could scarcely be accom- 

>Iiahed in a sea extending oyer the whole snr&ce of the earth, and 

) fathoms in depth. And if the whole Solar System were bnned 

1 an ocean extending in depth from the sun to Neptune, it would 

lot form a guffictent fluid medium for adequately dissolving to the 

' 30th dilution a common dose of any of the common medicines of the 

homtsopathists. Yet the homoeopathists allege, a few drops or sips of 

the proper medicine, properly dissolved in such enormous medicated 

seas and oceans, infallibly acts and cures ; and that each drop would 

be found of " terrific potency," if the drug were duly mixed. 

The preceding calculations are based upon the supposition that 
■ the 30tb dilution of the drug is the dilution employed, — as was re- 
mended by Hahnemann in his last publication, and as is followed 
Bby his more earnest successors. But in regard to the amount of the 
lose of the drug ^ven, it is proper to add, that two now schools of 
lomceopathists have aiisen. One of these schools malntmns, that it 
B better to administer the drugs in larger doses, or the lower dllu- 
ions, as tbey ai*e termed, than the 30tli ; wliile the opposite schiwl 
kvers, that in their experience they liave gained every possible auc- 
B by using the medicines in liiglicr dilutions or attenuations tlion 
" even the 30th of Hahnemann. As supporting the latter view, the 
British Journal of Ilumoiopathy enumerates Gross, Stapf, Bou- 
ninghausen, Keiss, Tietze, Hering, Blodau, Nehrer, Nunez, Crosiero, 
&a.; and as supporting tlie former, Kasemann,Wat/.ke, CI. and J O. 
Mailer, Hartmann, Genzke, Wolf, Trinks, .Tohannscn, Gricseolicli, 
Aniaud, Molin, and Roth.' 

' .Tonrnul of llomo-'opalbj for 1S49, p. ■•CO. 
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TlioHo who ueo the luwor dilutions, generally use tbem from the 3 
uttutinHtioii, or miliioiitli |i:in of a grain or droji, to the 6tb, ( 
billionth part of the aanio. With various homeopathic practitionei 
who adhere to llio larger doses, or lower dilutions, the 6tb dilutioD o 
billiouth of H grnin socms to be the general and favourite dose. ButJ 
in oitler to finitili one single grain only, of sulphur or of any othwj 
liuuiu:o|iaLbic dru^, divideil into billiontbs, a man would require taf 
swallow constantly, night and day, for above 30,000 years, a dose o 
globule every xeconil, CO globules every minute, 3600 every hooi 
iinJ 31,&36,000 every year during the whole 30,000 years that h" 
aUyiilii'iiii tiiHk would onduiv. 

On the uther baiul, those homu-opathists who use the higher dilo- 
tious havo gone u|> from the SOtli to the lOOtb, SOOth, 1000th, 
KOUOtb, ..r cvi'ii liiglicr.' 

In tbo lustt'ditidii iif his Orgaiion, while Hahnemann recommends 
the universal i'ni|iKi}inent of the iiOth dilution, ou the ground ( 
having muliiruiUy of ctlect and observution, yet he speaks also of 
thu GUth, lAOth, or ilOOtb dilutions as etticacious, but he does not 
rt^coiiuueiid them. These observations were published, as I have 
iih'Dudy stated, in thu last edition of the Orgauon in 1833. Subse- 
■{Ueatly to that peiiod, bo issued, mtys Dr Mure, no new publica- 
tiuni and heucu it is belleviKl that the genius of the master remained 
ntatiiiiiiiry. This is an en-or; tor ILahnomann afterwards employed 
diliitiuuR Hlill more ivflnud, and recommended them to bis pupils. 
Ill H iHjrremmiidcnco with Dr Miuiro, uf later date than 1833, Hahne- 
inunn uiNiNU^I uun'e and m»n.' ou greater and greater attenuations^ J 
111 tlilo iji>nxw|H)iid('iic<>, teaviiig the 3Uth dilution, be speaks only o 
iho flOth. OOtb, and 80tb diluUons.' 

In 1831 ICorsukut!' published an account of a 1500th dilution ofM 
sulphur, and proclaimed from experience its therapeutic efficacy. I 
In a postscript to Kursakof}''s paper, Uahnemanu himself spoke of 1 
the probaTjility of the efficacy of such dilutions, averring, that tbef 
" development of the powers of medicinal substances by the peculiar J 

' Tho iiiWocatea of IhesB high dilutions are " men whom we have been accngtomod 
lo r«*eTOiioe, vhose iismes occur in almost tierj pngs of Eahnemann'B Materia 
Hedico, the most nealuus coadjutom and esteeoted frienda of our iiluBlrions maeter." 
(JiMntal of llonta-apalhg, vol. v., p, 154.) lu the satno Journal for October 1850, il 
ia tMled hjr one of the Editors, as the result of a rerent journey through Germany,— 
" Ah regnrds the much-vexed qQestion of the do«e, we found a larpe nHmher ofM 
rrnctitioncrs staunch adherents of the high poicncies." (P. 554.) 

> Doctrine de t'Ecole de Rio, &u., p. TS-O. 
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■ Iionioeopathic processee, may be considered almost illluiitable." 
K]?fairteen years after KorsakofTs paper appeared, Dr Gross, a cele- 
rated German homoeopath ist, wrote in favoui' of these high dilu- 
ions or potencies. " Your model cures," exclaimed be to his 
Kither bomoeopathists, " are as nothituj at uU, as compared with 
^e results gained by the high potencies," The dilutions which he 
icd iu his practice varied, as be considered them, from the 200th 
D the ISOOtb. Gross, Stapf, Bonninghansen, and others, pubHshed 
^ series of cases cured by these high potencies, thus appealing in 
ndence of their truth to what homccopathists aver as the only 
t of truth, — experience. In an editorial article in the British 
Boumal of Homoiopathy for 1847, it is stated, "There is, how- 
, in the history of the high dilutions one point which ought 
1 weigh much with us, that is, the testimony to their superi- 
parity of so many of the most eminent among the homoeopathic 
jhysicians of all countries ; for, if we consider the adherence of so 
many sonnd-lieaded and talented men to homoaopathy a proof 
a favour of its truth, in like manner we must admit that the adop- 
a of the high dilutions by men wbo have hitherto occupied the 
cemost place among Hahnemann's disciples, is powerful evidence in 
^vour of their value."— (P. 132.) In the Jouitial de la Medicine 
mceopalfcique for 1846, Dr Nunez, of Madrid, threw out the fol- 
wing propositions, and detailed several cases in confirmation of 
■' 1. That in certain exceptional cases, we may use dilutions 
elow the 2000tli. 2. That the most suitable dilutions for acute 
re those above 2000. 3. That in most cbro?iic complaints 
it is preferable to employ still higher dilutions. 4. In chronic dis- 
a with organic lesions, the 2000th dilution almost always pro- 
laces aggravation ; in these, therefore, we should ascend much 
i^gher than the 2000th." In a paper read before a meeting of 
:hs at Paris iu September last, Dr Nunez detailed, among 
ther cases, one of consumption cured by the 6000th dilution of 
olpbur; and instances of diseases removed, or supposed to be r&- 
Baoved, by equally high dilutions of ai-senic and mercury.' The 
igh dilutions were generally made by Herr Jenichen, who refiised 
D tell his mode of preparation. And it has been anxiously doubted 

■ Joumsl of EoDKeopathj for 1S61, p. 692. Janicheo and hia abettors bUei^i], 
Lt Iha powerful friction the medlcincH received from bia mode of prepariag tliem 
JMIADtiied them so mncli an to " make MiiV powers quite nngovemablt .'" See IbiJ, 
It 1849, p. 415. 
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snd (Icnitt'I by some homiEopatliists, who favoor the low dilution^^ 
whether these drugs were of the very high attenaation that Jenichen 
Btatod. But I)r ICutnniel, the editor of a German Uomofopathic 
Journal, had Birailar high dilations prepared by an honest and well- 
known apotliecary in Deasao, and haa publicly averred the efficacy 
and success derived from their employment. In the Homaopathic 
'limM for November last, it was stated that M. Perry of Paris had 
obtained " striking results," in experimenting for years with the high 
dilutions of Jenichen, and with others prepared by himself from the 
lower ones of Jenichen.' Mr Headland, of London, has, says 
the British Journal of Flomaopnthy, *' prepared a complete set of 
these dilutions ; and those who know the care and accuracy with 
wliich he prepares his medicines in general, will feel assured that 
high dilutions are what they profess to be." A few months subse- 
quently, it was mentioned in the pages of the same Journal that 
Mr Newman and Dr Chepmell stated to the British Homoeo- 
pathic Society the result of their trials with the high potencies. 
Dr Chepmell had cured cases with the 200th and 800th dilutions, 
~ that had resisted the 12th and 30th of the same remedy. And Mr 
Newman was of opinion, " that if the remedy were homoeopathically 
selected, it would cure in whatever dilution it was administered. 
He was in the habit of prescribing all dilutions, from the 1st to 
8000th."' 

We have endeavoured above to give some idea of the infinite 
guity of doses of drup, when used in the 30th dilution as recom- 
mended by Hahnemann. We know of no kind of simile that could 
possibly give the human mind any adequate idea of the division 

' As [he writer of an Editorial biographical nutice of JenipliBQ in the Journal of 
fiomoiopBtliy for Jannarj 1B52, p. 168. But those haOKEOpathigta who, like this 
writer, are of th^ " low dilution school," and who are heoca so anxious and earnest 
to account for the "success" of Jenicbcu's high dilutions bj maintaiaiiig that the; 
were, perhaps, after all, not ver; high dd f h dnigs, forget one important 

matter in the qaestioD. Soma fears ag d f h is st distinguished writers and 
practitioners on their owa aide of the q est — amely Watike — showed, that when 
jenichen's preparations were used a d p p 1; w bed, thej produced no effect 
whatever, tiecaaae (as ha argued) thoj w y high and yerj inBniteamal in 

the dose which thej contained. (_Aust J I f 11 iimopalhy. Vol. 11., Pt. III., 
p. 5DS0 With such eridence, it is imp bl I ftsar f the honHeopatbists to shift 
from one horn of this unfortunate dilemma to the other, without quietly abandoning 
and setting aside all their own chosen grounil of evidence, viz., " t.be infallibility of 
the evidence of experience." 

' Homieapathio Times for NoTomber S, 1851, 

' British Journal of Homtcopatby for 18-17, p, ti33. 
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Wiich medicines must undergo when reduced to the lOOtli, 500th, 

lOth, or 6000th dilution. Au ocean, Btretching from the Earth 

» the farthest known fixed star, or, indeed, as large and extensive 

■ the known astronomical universe, would be inadequate as a me- 

■am for the solution of any of the common doses of our common 

medies to such a. state of attenuation. Yet, to quote again the 

} of Dr Gross, — " Your model cures are as nothing at all 

mparcd with the results gained by these high potencies." And 

e evidence in favour of these cures, with these high dilutions or 

incies, is certainly as equally strong, or as equally weak, as the 

idence in favour of similar ciires with the 30th, or lower dilutions 

1 by other homoeopatliists. 

I Perhaps, however, in no point in relation to their doctrine of in- 
llitesimal doses, do the homoeopathista sliow more true weakness, and 
B pre-calculation, than in admitting similar therapeutic properties, 
^d similar medical success and experience from the same drugs, 
ftien used in different dilutions. According to their printed records 
ad observations, cures by the same, dmg are effected, and, 
I we may believe these records, with equal speed and success, by 
tae practitioners when using it in the 1st or 3d dilution; by 
^era when using it in the 30th dilution ; and by others, again, 
I using it in the 100th, or 1000th, or 6000th dilution. In 
tnitting, however, a similar effect to the 3d and 30tb dilutions, not 
* go higher, of the same medicine, the whole question of the power of 
initesimal doses is, in one sense, abandoned. For (not to drive 
te comparison to the 100th or 1000th dilution) if this 30th dilution, 
t the one decillionth, succeeds as well as the 3d dilution, or one 
ilionth of a grain of the drug, it is very plain, that neither can 
Sfcve any effect at all. For " what," observes Dr Wood, " does such 
a assertion amount to? An absurdity so gross that language /aifo 
I express it. It is to assert, that if a medicinal substance be 
vided, not into nine million separate atoms, but into atoms nine 
Kiinion separate times ; that is to say, that if the substance be 
Bivided into a million of parts, and one of these parts divided into a 
I again, and one of the last million divided into a million 
tun, and so on till the process of division by a million has been re- 
sated nine times, that one of the atoms, i-esulting from the last 
EviuoD, will cure disease as readily as the original atom before the 
Kvision was practised at all. To give a faint idea of the monstrous 
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absurdity winch bucIi a. statement involves, we may add, that t! 
proportion between the 30th and the 3d dilution, somewhat 
responds to tlmt between a drop and 

SS; 834,986; 772,486; 773,486; 773,486; 772,486; 773,486; 772,486; 772,486 

hiigfheadt of any jluid. Eqnally rational would it be to assert, 
a drop of wine was as potent in its influence, as 

13; 917,40.'}; 386,343; 366,34!); 386,243; 386,243; 386,343; 386,343; 386,243 

pipes of the some fluid ; wliich is to state, that otic drop, divide 
among all the inhabitants of the globe, would produce in 
astounding an effect as if each mortal among them were to swallt 
for his individual share, 

30,755; 936,633; 913,003; 472,348; 298,538; 674,739; 150,919 

gallons; the population being estimated at 840 miUions," 
SBine author elsewhere states, that the discrepancy between the d( 
of the same drug, when used in their lowest and highest dilutions, 
as one gi'mn to 

578,703; 703; 703; 703; 703; 703; 703; 703; 703; 703; 703; 703; 708; 70f 

The strength of the different homceopathic doses of the very 
drug, used and lauded by different homooopathists, comes to be if 
this way so diverse, that the very difference between the low 
high diluljons (for example, of sulphur, aconite, opium, &c. &c.),- 
or, in other words, the very difference between the largest anj 
smallest amount oi' their infinitesimal doses of the same medicine,- 
almost passes the bounds of computation and conception. 

" There are, however (long ago observed Arnaud),^ no absurditit 
too groundless to find supporters. "Whoever determines to deceive 
the world, may be sure of finding people who are willing enough to 
be deceived; and the most absurd follies always find minds to- 
which they are adapted," 



' Sea Dr Wood's " Homojopnthj Untnaaked," p. 107. 
9 Sequel, p. 16. Dr Wood m&kea Ihe folIowiDg calcnlatiaiiB, with the 
showing the altnost iacoDcoivnble exignit7 oC a, deoillionth dose. " The dialance be- 
tween the Earth and the Snn is 95,000,000 of miles ; twenty of the horamopalhic 
globulea laid aide by aide extend to about an inch, so that 1uB,4 00,000,000 of auch 
globules wanld ceoch from the Earth to the Sun, Bat wben the 30th dilution Is 
prodnoed, each grain is divided into 

1 ,000,000,000,000,000,000, 000,000,000, 000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 
parts, so that B singte graJQ of an; snbBtanoe in the thirdeth dilution would 
between tlie Earth and the Sun 

1,263; 636,363; 636,262; 626,262; 626,362; 626,263; 636,263; 636,26 
separate times." — (P. 108.) 
* See Forl-Roja! Logic, p. 6. 
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Hahnemann, then, as we have seen in the last chapter, maintained, 
lat in tlie treatment of both oj^ute and chronic diseases, the best 
I most select dose of every hoinojopathic dnig consisted of a 
cillionth of a grain of the drug. In other words, he held that, as 
J rule, the appropriate division and dose of each niedichie 
)athic practice (as sidphur, aconite, belladonna, chalk, 
;, opium, quiimie, gold, &c. &c, &c.) was as follows : — 

f tbe required drag ahould be mixed Dp with a 
t of sugar and etarch, and then Bubdifided into globules, so 
aumerous, that if laid side bj eide in a continuous row, tliey would forn) 
a line BO long, tbat light, travelling at Ibe rate of 6,000,000,000,000 miles 
a-jear, would require millions, and millions, and millions, and millions of 
asa from one end of this line to the other. PurUier, though 
this infinite line of globules contained in all only one single grain of tbe 
drug, still the best and most appropriate dose of that drug was to be obtained 
hj anallowing one or two globules onl;, picked oat of this extended row of 

Or, if B tincture and solution, and oot a globule, was de«red, then ohe 
SISOLB QBiiiN of the required drug should be dissolved in an ocean of water 
or of spirit, many millions of milliona of millions of millions of times broader 
and deeper than all the collected oceans of tbe Earth ;' and (according to 
Hahnemann) one drop or two of Quid from thin vbui medicated ocean, thus 
holding in sohitiun oue single grain of tbe drug, would form the best and 
most appropriate doss of tbat drug. 

Most men would have supposed that Hahnemann had severely 
enough taxed the credidity of his followers, when he tlius advised 
them to give their patients in all cases aud diseases, both acute and 

I The waters of tbe collected oceans of the E^arth are computed to cover an area 
of about 147,800,000 square miles; and supposing their mean depth to be two miles, 
their cable contents would be nearlj 300,000,000 cubic miteK. But an ocean many, 
manj, many millions of times larger, would, as stated in the text, be required lo 
dissolve one single grain down to the 30tli dilation. 
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clininic, tlie ilnige nliicli they used in these very infinitesiina] do: 
To propose to cure all diseases by a single grain of the required 
divided among sucli an infinity of globules, or dissolved in such 
enormous oceiin, was, one might, h priori suppose, carrying hmni 
credulity as far as it would go. In the later periods, however, 
of his life, and as hia " experience" accumulated upon him moi 
nnd more, Hahnemann used lus iiiiinitesimiil decillionths in 
<nore infinitesimal manner than that. For latterly he came 
recommend his deciltionth globules to be emelled merely, and n( 
neatlotoed by his patients; and he averred that this smelling 
OLFACTION of tliem was all that was requisite to produce the dean 
cure. 

Writing in 1833, Hahnemann observes, — " all that homosopathi 
is at all capable of curing (and what can it not cure beyond 
domain of mere manual surgical affections?) among excessiveli 
chronic diseases that have not been quite ruined by allopathy, a* 
also among acute diseases, will be most safely and certainly cured bjrj 
th'B mode of Olfaction. I can scarcely, he adds, name one in a hi 
dred oat of the many patients who have sought the advice of myselfj 
and assistant during the past year, whose cln^nic or acute disej 
we have not treated with the most happy results, solely by means oj 
this Olfaotion. During the latter half of tliis year, moreover, 1 have; 
become convinced of what I never could previously have believed, | 
that by this mode of Olfaction, the power uf the medicine is exercised' 
upon the patient in at least the same degree of strength, and that.i 
more quietly, and yet just as long, as when the dose of medicine 
taken by the mouth ; and that, consequently, the intervals at whici' 
the Olfaction sboidd be repeated, should not be shorter than in the, 
injestion of the material dose by the mouth." — (^Organon, p. 332.) 

Dr Gross, using, as we have seen, medicines of the highest 
potency, " often contented himself with allowing the patients to 
smell the remedy — whether with one or more globules at one time I 
am not aware — waiting patiently for four weeks or so, for the com- 
pletion of the cure, not even permitting a second smell or dose, so 
mild yet certain is the remedial action," ^ 

Halmemann appears to have employed the exhibition of his 
infinitesimal drugs by smelling in two different ways, viz, ; — First, 

I Dr Forljes" Review, »oI. xxii. p. SEB. For opinionE of -^gidi, Perry, and other 
homreopnthic pbyeicians, in regard to exhibiting mediciDM b; olfaction, see Britiafa 
Journil of IlomcEOpathj for 1B49, p. 472. 
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Y sometimes making the patients smell a dried decillionth globule : 
-or, Secondly, By dissolving a globule or two in water and spirits, 

■'and mnjdng the patient hold his nose over the surface of this solu- 

, tion of it- 
Ill relation to the smelling of dried globules Hahnemann observes, 
" A globule, of which ten, twenty, or a hundred weigh a grain, im- 
pregnated with tlie 30th potentised dilution, aud then dAed, retains 
for this purpose (of olfaction) all its power undiminished for at least 
18 or 20 yeai's (my experience extends this length of time), even 
though the phial be opened a thousand times during that period, if 
it be but protected from heat and the sun's light. But (he continues), 
should both nostrils be stopped up by coryza or polypus, the patient 
should inhale by the mouth, holding the orifice of the phial betwixt 
his lips. In little children, it may be applied close to their nostrils 
whilst they are asleep, with the cei-tainty of produciug an effect. The 
medicinal aura thus inhaled, comes in contact \yith the nerves seated 
in the walls of the spacious cavities it traverses, without obstruction, 
and tlius produces a salutary influence on the vital force in the 
mildest, yet most powerful manner. And this, he adds, is much 
preferable to any other mode of administering the medicament in 
substance by the mouth." — {Organon, p. 332.) 

In a note of Hahnemann's, translated by Dr Dudgeon in his 
" Lesser Writings," the founder of homteopathy, states — " A globule 
of this kind — for example, of staphisagrEe, of the 30th dilution — 
which, lu the course of twenty years, had been smelt several hun- 
dreds of times after opening the bottle in which it was, for a cert^n 
symptom that always recurred of the same character, possesses at 
tills hour equal j^iower as at first, which could not be the case did it 
not continue exhaling its medicinal power in an inexhaustible man- 
ner." Hahnemiiim further states — " It is especially in the form of 
vapour, by smelluig and inhaling the medicinal aura, that is always 
emanating fi-om a globule, impregnated with a medicinal fluid in a 
high development of power, and placed, dry, in a small pliial, that the 
homoeopatliic remedies act most surely and most powerfully. The 
homceopathic physician allows the patieut to hold the open mouth ol" 
the phial first in one nostril, and in the act of inspiration, inhale the 
air out of it, and then, if it is wished to ^ve a stronger dose, smell 
in the same manner with the other nostril more or less strongly, 
according to the strength it is intended the dose should be." — 
ROri/nnon, p. 3.31.) 
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Dr Ci-osieri) of Paris, in a conimuJiication publislied subsequently 
lo Halinemann's dcatli, gives some more particul»rB respecting the 
practice of Hahnemaun in tlie last years of his life, of wluch he 
assures us he was often a witness. " Hahnemann," he writes, 
" always made use of the well-known small globules, which were 
generally impregnated with the 30th dilution, both for acute and 

chronic diseases He latterly employed olfaction very 

iirequently. For this end, he put one or two globules in a small 
medicine phial, containing two drachms of alcohol, mixed with an 
equal quantity of water, wliich lie caused to be inhaled once or twice 
with each nostril, — never oftener. My own wife (.says Dr Crwdero) 
was cured by him in thi.s manner, of a violent pleurisy in the course 
of five hours. lu chronic diseases, happen what might, he never 
allowed this olfaction to be repeated oftener than once a week. And 
he gave besides, for internal use, nothing but plain milk-sugar. And 
in this manner he effected the most marvellous cures, even in cases 
in M'hich the rest of us had been able to do notliing.'" 

According to Hahnemann, even the olfaction or smelling of sub- 
stances which have no smell may produce immediately direct and 
decided therapeutic effects. " If," says he, " a grain of gold leaf be 
triturated strongly for an hour In a procelain mortar with one hun- 
dred grains of sugar of milk, the powder that results (the first tri- 
turation) possesses a considerable amount of medicinal power. If 
a grain of this powder be triturated as strongly and as long with an- 
other hundred grains of sugar of milk, the preparation attains a 
much greater medicinal power, and if this process be continued, and 
a grain of the previous trituration be rubbed up as strongly and for 
as long a time, each time with a fresh hundred grjuns of sugar of 
milk, until, after fifteen such triturations, the quintillionth attenuation 
of the original grain of gold leaf is obtained,' then the last attenuations 
do not display a weaker, but, on the contrary, the most penetrating, the 
greatest medicinal power of the whole of the attenuations. A single 
grain of the last (quintillionth) attenuation put into a small clean 
phial, will restore a morbidly desponding individual, with a constant 
inclination to commit suicide, in less than an hour to a peaceftil state 

' Cilod by Dr Dnilgeon in his trnnslation of the Organon, p. 302, 
' In the above extract Hahnemann reoommendB the smelling of the quintiHionth 
of ft grnln of gold. This recommendalion was pnbliBhed in 1825. But Dr Dudgpon 
aJds in his book on Chronic DisesBeii, published in 1845, " He of course advises the 
decillionth or 30th dilution to be givpn in everj case." 
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to love of life, to happiness, and horror of his contemplated 
act, if he perform but a single Olfaction in the phial, or put on his 
tongue a quantity of this powdei- no bigger than a grain of sand." — 
(Leaser WriHiiga, p. 821).' 

But what in reality is the quintillionth trituration of a grain of 
Gold — a single olfaction nf which, HahnemaTin, in the preceding 
paragraph, declares to be capable of restoring a. morbidly desponding 
individual to a peaceful state of mind, etc. ? To reduce a single 
grain of Gold, in accordance with Hahnemann's own rules, to the 
quintillionth trituration, a mass of sugar, not only higher and 
■fcroader than the entire range of the Alps, or of the Andes, or 
of the Himalayas, but as large, at least, as fiftj" globes or worlds 
the size of the entire Eaith, would be required.^ Yet Hahne- 
mann avers that one single grain of Gold, distributed duly and 
equally through such an inconceivable mass, or series of masses, 
of sugar, would invest every single grain of these masses, taken 
and put into a small clean phial, with a power of restoring " a 
■morbidly desponding individual, with a constant inclination to 
commit suicide, in less than an hour, to a peaceful state of mind, 
to love of hfe, to happiness, and horror of his contemplated act, if 
he perform but a single olfaction in the phial." 

It is easy to estimate the medical value or valuelessness of such a 
dose, given either in the way of Olfaction or otherwise. It m.ay be 
tnore difficult to estimate the pecuniar!/ value of such a prescription. 
But perhaps most sane minds will hold, that a due appreciation of 
the billion-worth of such a homceopathic dose by Olfection, was 
formed by a patient mentioned by the Editor of the Pharmaceutical 
Joimial, " We have heard {says he) of a lady who, having been 
subjected to tliis process (the administration of a homoeopathic dose 
by Olfaction) by her homceopatbic doctor, passed the fee before his 
nose, and then — replaced it in her pocket."* 



■ Id his Offfanon, p. 9, he states, in the same camplnceDt tbne, [hat if a lijripeplic, 
with uructatioDS, depression, cold feet, etc., smell onl; once a, globule of pulsa^lla 
of a high dilution (tbe 30th F) " the doraoizenieiit of his health ia general, and of hia 
. stoniach in partioalar, will ceitainl; be removed, in two hours be ih ifuite well I " 

' See Appendix. ' I'harmaoeutiea! Joiimal for January IS51, p. 3ls. 



' rnoviNGs, OE means op determining the symttoms ' 

WUICH SPECIAL DRUGS CAN CAUSE, AND HENCE CAN CURE ) 
INSTANCES OF HOUSE-SALT, CARBONATE OF LIME, ETC. 

The principleB which ought to guide the homceopathists in the I 
Belection of the proper drug for any case ujider treatment, and the 
mode or modes of determining, with this view, the special virtues of 
the different drugs employed by them, are repeatedly stated and , 
inculcated hy Hahnemann. He lavs it down as one of his " in- 
dubitable truths," that " the aum of all the symptoms in each in- 
dividual case of disease must be the sole indication, the sole guide to 
direct us in the choice of a curative remedy." *■ " By the removal 
(he maintains) of the whole of the perceptible Signs and Symptona 
of the disease, the sura total of the disease is at the same time re- 
moved."' And he elsewhere observes, "It must (regard being 
had to the possibility of a miasm, and attention paid to the acces- 
sory circumstances), be the Symptoms alone, by which the disease 
demands and points to the remedy suited to relieve it ; and, more- 
I over, tlie totality of these its Symptoms (of this outwardly reflected 
' picture of the internal essence of the disease, that is, of the affection 
of the vital force), must be the principal or the sole means whereby 
the disease can make known what remedy it recjuires— the only 
i thing that can determine the choice of the most appropriate cura- 
' tive agent — and thus, in a word, the totality of ike Symptoms must 
be the principal, the sole thing, tlie physician has to take note of 
in every case of disease, and to remove by means of his art." — {Or- 
gaiwn, p. 113, etc.) 

Various writers and physicians have held and believed that, ac- 
cording to these reiterated opinions and statements of Hahnemann, 
all knowledge of anatomy, of physiology, of pathology, and of njost of 
the other branches of medical science, is in reality useless and unne- 
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Knowledge op symptoms aloN6 BteQciHED. ft? 

cessary for the hoiiiccopatfaic practitioner. For if it be the external 
*' SympUmis atone," which the physician requires to ascertain and 
determine, without any relation to the internal morbid states or dis- 
eases upon which these symptoms depend, this simple amount of 
Imowledge could be collected and obtained by a non-medical as well 
as by a medical person, by a peasant or a priest as well as by a 
physician.' 

But after having ascertained and noted the " turn total of tlie 
symptoms " under which any patient may be labouring, the bomoeo- 
pathist has one more duty, and that a most important one, accord- 
,ing to his creed, viz., to select from the list of his homceopathlc 
'dings, some medicine which is capable, or which is supposed to be 

.pable, of exciting in the constitution, a series of symptoms more 
or less perfectly similar (and the mwe similar the better) to the 
diseased symptoms under which the patient is suffering ; for like is 
to be cured by like (utmilia similibus curantwr). 

Wlien early in his career, Hahnemann adopted the idea that the 
law of cure consisted in thus exhibiting to the patient some drug, 
capable of exciting in him an artificial series of symptoms, similar 
to the diseased symptoms which were present, he next found it 
necessary, in order to apply this doctrine in practice, to fix the 

artificial symptoms " which different drugs were capable of crtwsm^, 

id hence, consequently, of airing.* 

In U'esUng of this point, the author of an editorial paper (Shelch of the Pro- 
■greaaive Development of the Homceopathic Syaipm), in "The British Journal," ob- 
Aenes, refcariling these remarka of Hahnemann on a knowledge of the Sjmptomi 
'^ng eMy oecesaarj, " He (Hahnemaun) makea the choieo of a remedj a pniely 
WnjjfricuZ Hot, and givee no scope to the rfasoning powers." — Drilisli Joum/U of 
Hoiiceopatky, for 1849, p. 3^19. Paterson (the same writer, observes) " conaiderH the 
naniber of the lymplomB of dlseaae and medicine that are alike, tufficient lo 
guide us in our selection, which would oertainlj' be to reduce the art (homoeopatli;) to 
thoughtless mechanical counting." — Ibid, p. 360. Manj of the nierfica' disciples, 
:r, of honm.'Opathf, especially in this country, baie anxioualj eadeavonreii to 
[plain anay the truth and force of Hahnemann's statements, regarding a knowledge 
ai/npUima being solelj required in homcBopalhic medicine, and they try to insist 
a general knowledge of medical science — physiology, pathology, etc., being oDtu- 
ally necesiiary on the part of those who practise homosopathically, — a doctrioe which 
(he alleged successftil practice of " the science " by numerous non-medical geotlemen 
and ladies sufficiently contradicts. 

' Perhaps it is right here also to remark, that other therapcalical agendei than 
inere drugs have been tested and proved by homncopathists. "The elTecta (it b 
remarked in the HomoJopulbic Journal) of miimal magnetism, and of the passion^ 
havB also been recorded, bo aa to be available in disease." — ( Ilnmaij-potkii: Jovritatfar 
p. MB.) 



(i8 MODES OF PINDINO STMPT0SI9 OF DRfOS, 

III onli-r, if jNDSsible, to fix and ili?termine what special symptoirt 
special drugs were capable of producing, and hence also of renio\'in( 
Hahnemann and liis disciples have had recourse to several tlifferenl 
sources of information ; aa Jirgt, observing and arguing upon tltfl 
known effects of some special medicines in particular diseases ;- 
secondlt/, noting the symptoms excited by poisonous doses of dma 
on the healthy constitution ; — and, thirdly, and ]irincipally, tliey ha 
for this purpose ma<le numerous dii'ect experiments or " provingn 
(as they are termed) of their various drugs, by cs In biting them j 
lai'ge, or in infinitesimal doses, to jieople, either in a state of healta 
or in a state of disease, and then watching and collecting the effect 
or " artificial symptoms " that ensue. 

1. The first of these jiroposed methods of fixing and determinii^ 
the symptoraa produced by any given drug, is certainty an attem^ 
at philosophizing, which is most illogical and untenable. The 
Iodine is acknowledged to cure that enlargement of the thyro 
gland, known nndcr the name of Goitre ; but Iodine, when take^ 
by persons in health, or in sickness, has never been observed 1 
produce enlargement of that gland, or any symptoms similar t 
Goitre, Yet the homceopaths, reasoning on the allegetl " u 
versality" of their " immutable law" of " similia similibus curanturfl 
argue, that since Iodine cures Goitre, it ought also to cause Goitn 
though no one ever saw it do so. And hence, in the works ( 
homceopathic drugs and their effects, by Jahr and others, tl^ 
disease (Goitre) " has," to use the words of Dr Black, 
classed in the materia medica as one of the SYMPTOMS produced b 
Iodine." Such an extra ordinary instance of reasoning in a circlfl 
does certainly not require one word of comment to expose the e 
travagance of the logic implied in it. 

2. When some substances and medicines are g^ven in large doa 
they act as poisons, and each produce special effects or symptom 
The homceopathists have collected the symptoms thns resulting " 
from large poisonous doses of particular drugs, and consider them 
as symptoms, which infinitesimal doses also of the drugs ought to 
came, though to a slighter extent ; and hence, of course, ought to cure. 
For example, a poisonous dose of opium produces coma, asphyxia 
palsy, etc. Hence the homoeopath ists conceive that infinitesimal doses 

if opium are indicated in some forms of coma, asphyxia, palsy, etc, ! 
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ig, thoiii^li given in infinitesimal doses in t.bese diseases, bdiig 

still exhibited by the liomceopathic practifioner, in such quantity as 

theoretically to produce an artificial medicinal disease, soraewliat 

I greater in degree than the morbid coma, asphyxia, palsy, etc., 

^^ngainst which it was given. For to cure, in fact, the natural coma, 

^^^Mc^ the dose of opium given must be sucb (to use Hahnemann's 

^^^Kwn repeated expression) as to produce a medicinal disease, or coma, 

^^^V somewhat (Tredter in degree" than that which pi-e-existcd. — But 

^^^Bltliough five or ten grains of opium, or an ounce or two oi 

^^^hidanum may produce, as a poison, comsi, aapliyxia, palsy, etc., — 

1 surely, no maii can rationally argue and supjiose, that a decilliontli 

of a drop of laudanum, or a deoillionth of a grain of opium, could, or 

would, produce any amount whatever of coma, asphyxia, or palsy ; not 

to speak of a degree of coma, asphyxia, palsy, etc., greater, aa the 

whole theory of homcoopathy requires, than that which the physician 

is called upon originally to treat. — An ounce or two of Epsom salts 

in II glass of water may produce diarrhoea, etc ; but does any one 

believe that a single grain of Epsom salts, duly commixed with the 

whole waters of Loch Lomond, or of Lake Superior, would impart 

to each di-op, or glassfiil of these waters, & power either of causing 

or curing any symptoms of diarrhoea, or any other symptoms wliat- 

, ever? And it is unnecessary to add, that one single graiu of tile 

salt in these bodies of water, would not, afler all, make the dilution 

apjiroach by millions of millions of times to the degree of exiguity of 

the thirtieth dilation of Hahnemann, — that dilution whicli, as we 

have already seen, he recommended as tlie fittest dose of every drug 

in all diseases, both acute and chronic. 

3. But the great mass and body of the so-called data or fects per- 
taining to the homo^patLic Materia Medica, have been procured in 
quite a different way — viz., as we have stated, by exhibiting the 
drugs, the symptoms of which were to be ascertained and fixed, 
either in common or in infinitesimal doses, to healthy or diseased 
individuals, and noting down the supposed eflects or symptoms pro- 
duccil by iliem in these individuals. The results of these experiments 
or " provings" of drugs, particularly upon healthy men, are viewed 
by the homoaopathists as matters of immense importance. " Medi- 
cines," says Hahnemann, "on wliieh depend man's life and death, 
tUseosc and health, must be tlionmghly and miwi carefully ilistin- 
piished fmm one nn<.th.-r. and for this pur]".se tested by can fn I 
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ex]ieriineiits, for the purpose of ascertaining their powers and real 
eflecta on the healthy body." ^ In these exporimentB or provings, 
he continues, " depend the exactitude of the whole medical art, and 
the weal of all ftiture generations of mankind." ' 



Deeply impressed with the importance of this department of 
homoeopathic knowledge, Hahnemann himself, at an early period, 
with various of his disciples, instituted a series of experiments or 
provings, for the purpose of ascertaining and fixing what special 
symptoms different siiecial drugs were capable of exciting. In 
making these experiments, Hahnemann and his disciples first used 
the ordinary or allopathic doses of the drug, whoso powers they 
wished to ascertain. But afterwards they made their observations 
with infinitesimal globules and dilutions of it. Frolich used even 
higher dilutions up to the 200th, with the view of obtaining the 
required "provings." At first, and generally, the "provings" 
were obtained by giving the drugs to persons in a state of perfect 
health, and noting npon them, or asking them to note, the symp- 
toms which they produced ; but latteriy, it was supposed by 
Hahnemann and othei's, that they might safely ascertain their 
pathogenetic effects, or medicinal characters, by watching the action 
of the drugs when given in infinitesimal doses, as curative medicines, 
to people in different states of disease.* 

These "proved" symptoms, then, of particular drugs, form the 
grand and •' invaluable " data by which the homoeopathic practitioner 
judges of the applicability of his drugs to the removal of the special 
diseases, or rather symptoms of disease, which he undertakes to 
cure; and this constitutes the data by wliich he attempts to select 
the infinitesimal dose of the proper remedy from his medicine box. 
These " provings," or the supposititious symptoms obtained by these 
provings, were essential and necessary before the principle of homoio- 
patliy could be applied in practice ; and on the accuracy and im- 
|iortance of them, the application of homoeopathy, as a system of 

1 OrganoD, p. 214. ' Ibid, p. 215. 

' " Tbe bnlk of the symptoms of tbe ao-called ftDtd-psoric remeAsB reoorded in 
HahnemanD'a Chranic Disftaa were derived, — l8t. From trials with medicines given 
in globoles of the 30lb dilation ; and, Sd, From tbe oburratioiiB of patients who got 
the medicina (also in the 30th JilutiotO for their disease."^ BniisA Jovmal of 
Homropalhif, Vol. vii. p. 34a. In the loflt edition of his OrgonoH, p. 218, he advises 
deuillionlha as the best doses for proving the medicinal powers of dmgs, 8«e 
i- ^04, Koct. civ. 
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medicine, altogether and entirely depends. But of what value are 
these provingsf Are the symptoms supposed to be elicited by 
them, as laid down in liomceopathic works on therapeutic^ to he 
looked upon as the true and genuine effects of the drugs swallowed, 
they mere " imaginings" on the part ol' the individuals ex- 
;perimented upon? — Are these alleged symptoms, in the main, 
actually facts, or fancies alone? To show the probability or 

[probability of this, the best course is, perhaps, to quote from 
ine or two of the principal and most modem boma^opatbic authori- 
:ties on the subject, the alleged symptoms said to be produced by 
particular substances or drugs. To show the nature of the special 
symptoms, alleged to be excited by special medicines, let me adduce, 
in tlie way of illustration, the medicinal effects or provings of one 
.or two substances in pretty general use. I shall select fii-st, for 
this purpose, the effects or symptoms which the homoeopathists allege 

be produced by doses of common ffouse-Salt, — a substance which 

le whole world of mankind is daily employing, and which Jalir, in 
well-known work on homcoopathic medicines and materia medica, 

ites to possess properties which indicate its applicability as a 
[medicament in some twenty or thirty different affections. 

Common house or table Salt (Natrum Muriaticwn, as Jahr 
terms it), when proved upon a healthy person, can cause above /our 
hundred and fijh/ symptoms, and, consequently, is capable, on tb© 
homoeopathic principle, of curing many of these sympt^ims when they 
occur similarly in different states of disease. According to Jahr, 
1| House-salt is usually em]>!oyed in doses of the 20th or 30th dilution, 
or, in other words, in doses of the quadrillionth or dixriHionth of a 
grain ; ' and the duration of a dose of its effects lasts, in chronic 
affections, fixim forty to fifty days. He deacribes the symptoms sup- 
jwsed til bo produced in man by doses of HouseHsalt and of other 
drugs, under the several heads of " General Symptoms," and symp- 
toms observed in the " Skin," " Sleep," " Fever," " Head," " Eyes," 
" Ears," " Nose," etc., etc. The mere enumeration of the symptoms 
[need in these varions parts by House-salt, occupies about six 
in Jahr's work. To cite them all would, cousequcntly, 

" What a [Ht; (gsya Dr Curie) the poets were not aware that a giogle tear-drop 

Kcontains millions of times more of this ponerfnl medicine than would suffice for [he 

Etreatmont of all the individnats of the human family who hare over hai! an existence ; 

ud yet we rashly add Co our food daily, quantities of soil tlial would require almo- 

of spirit properly to Jiasolve" I 
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occupy moiv space than we cuii bestiiw wpon tliem. But the fol 
lowing is an aliridf^ed list of some of the principal §yinptoras whid 
tliis dru{5 is averred to he capable of producing, and bence also ( 
curing. 

Si/viptonis prodiwed l^y Common House-Salt. 

"Rigidity or all the joints, which crack when thej are moved." " Tendency to ei 
)>erieace dislocation, and to sirajn the buck." " Panljsis." " Swelling of the Glnnds.'S 
" Bod offecte of a diaappointment." " Great ralaxation of SiU the physical and n: 
powers after fatigno.' •' Great drowsiness during the day." " Retarded Bleep txi 
slpepleianeas at night, with ineffectual efforts to go to sleep." " Agitated aleep, fbll^ 
of vivid and lancivio us dreams." " Frightful dreams of quarrels, tnuTdera, Ore, thieraa, 
etc." "At night pains in the back, quivering, apparently of the nerrea, freqnenl 
emission of urine, headache, colic, aslbmalic Bufferings, and great anguish of body." 
" Typbas fever, with debility." " Anguish, sometimes during a storm, bat eapecially 
at night." " Hatred to persons who have formerly given offence." " AwkwardBOflB." 
" Punful confosion in the bead, vertigo, with shocks in tho head, and dJEEineas.''B 
" Sensation on moving the head as if the brain wavered." " Tendency of the headi^ 
to become easily chilled." " Spasmodic closing of the eyelidti, eipecially in the in 
ing, in Che evening (during Ihetwilight), and at night." "Tinkling, ringing, tnmbling, 
and humming in (be eaia." " Nnmbness and insensibility of one aide of the nose," 
" Boring in the bones of tbe nose." " Drawing, like oxtraetion in the teeth, extend- 
ing into the ear and the throat after a meal, asd at nigbt, with swelling of the cheek." 
" Speech embarrassed in consequence of Ihe heaviness of the tongue." " Prolotiged 
sensation as of a hair on the tongue." " Spasms in tho throat." " Loss of appetite, 
espedally for bread, and repugnance to tobacco smoke." " Palpitation of the heart, 
and intermittent or accelerated pulse." " Disagreeable risings, after partaking of 
fat food or milk." " Shocks and clawings in the pit of the stomacb." " Drawiag, 
tension, preaaure, pricking, and ahootinga in the hepatic region." " Pain and shoot- 
ings in tbe eplenic region." "Protrnsion of hernia." "Excoriation between the 
buttocks, eapecially when walking." '' Exces^ve oxoitement of tbe amative feeluig, 
or dulness," " Aoenmulatioo of raucua in the Urjnjt in the morning." " Choking 
spasmodic cough in bed in the evening." " Wheezing reapiration in bed in the 
evening." " Contusive pain and feeling of paralysis in tho aacnun, especially in tho l 
morning." "Tearing across the loina and hips." "Nocturnal pains in the back.'^ 
"Digging in the arms, shocks in tho elbows," "DifBuultyin bonding the joint 
Ibe fingers." " Numeroos daws in the n^is." " Burning in tbe feet." " Redness of ^ 
the great toe." *' Coma on tbe feel, with shooting and boring pains," etc 
— {JaJir'i Manual of lloiiueopaChic Medaine, vol. i. p. 386, et sfq. 

Let U3 take another example, carbonate of lime or CEiAiJE^fl 
( Calcarea Carbonica), exists in most vegetables, and is contained ii^ 
greater or less quantity — but in doses larger than the HahnemaniiioJ 
— in almost every water which man drinks. It is found, (says Dr4 
Pei-eira), even in the purest of waters, vh., in rain water.' Carbonate! 



I See Pereira's Materia Medica, vol. i, p. SSO. 



AND BY DOSES OP OAKBONATE OF LIME. 
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"bt" Lime is, according to Jabr, usually employed in tlie dose ut' a de- 
cillionth, or in the 30th dilution ; and the duration of its effects is 
fifty days in chronic affections. According to the proviiigs of the 
homceopathists, Carbonate of Lime is capable of producing above 
one thousand symptoms. Out of tliis immense number of effects, 
•lect the following as specimens of the symptoms it may cause, 
Ld hence may cure. 



Symptoms produced by Chalk or Carbonate of Lime. 



^ 



L ^^ 



" Shootings ond drawing paioa in the limbs, cliiefly at night, or in summor, and in 
ohango of weather." " Great tendency to strain tho bank in lifting;." " Strong deBire 
lo be magnetised." "Emaciation, without failure of appetite. Great plumpnesii, 
sad excesKive obesity." "On walking in the open air; sadness with tears." 
■'Visible quiTering of the skin from bead to fool." "Encysted tcmonrs which aro 
renewed and Buppnrate every montb." " Swolliog and distortion oF the bones." 
the fingers." " Sleepleasnesg from activity of mind, or in consequence of 
voluptuous or frightful imageB which appear as soon as tbe eyes are stiut." " Snoring 
during sleep." " Dreams fceqoent, livid, anxious, fantastic, confused, frigblfol, and 
horrible." "Dreams of sick and dead persons." "At night, agitation, aatbmatio 
safi'eriog, anxiety, heal, pains in the stomach, and in llie prtecordial region, thirst, 
beatings of the bead, toothache, Terligo, beadaohe, fear of losing the reason, and 
many other sufi'Brings." "Quolidlan fever towards two o'clock in the afternoon, 
with yawning and cough, a desire to lie down at least for three hours, after which 
the hands become cold." "Tertian fever in the evening." "Disposition to weep, 
ereo about trifles." " Vexation and lamentation on account of old offences." 
"Anxiety and anguish excited by fancies, or frightful stories." "Disposition lo 
take alarm : Apprehensions." " Fear of being ill or unfortunate; of sad accidents, 
of losing the rea.iton ; of being infected by contagious difteases." " Discourage- 
menc and fear of death." "Excessive ili-bumour, and mischicroua inclination ; 
with obstinacy, and a disposition lo take everj[hing in bad pan." "Disgust 
and aversion lo all labour whatever." " Delirium, with visions of Gres, murders, 
rats and mice, etc." " Read compressed as if by a vice." " Dizziness after 
scratching behmd the ear." "Vertigo ufter a fit of auger." "Headache from 
having wrapped the bead in a handkerchief." " Pains in the head aggravated by 
Bpirituons drinks." " Drawing pains in the right side of the head." " Fiercing in 
the forehead, as if tbe bend waa going to burst." " Fains of hammering in the 
head." "Icy ooldneaa in, and especially on the right side of, the head." "Move- 
ment of tbe brain in walking." " Immense size of the head." " Strong disposition 
take cold through the head." "Smarting on reading during the day, or by 
candle light." " Flow of blood from the eyes." " Lachrymal suppurating- fistnla." 

Pupils greatly dilated." " Confusion of sight as if there were a mist." " Great 
daerfing from too strong a ligbL" " Purolent discbarge from the ears." " Polypus 
In the ears." "Cracking and detonation in the ears when chewing." "FcBtid 
smell from ibc nose." "Sense of smell doll, or esceedingly sensitive." "Fictid 
odonr before the nose, as if from a donghill, rotten egga, nr gnopowder." " Fmc 
pale and hollow, with eyes sunk and surrounded by a livid circle." "Fcrtld odonr 
of the leeth.^Fislolous ulcers in (he gurag of (he lower jaw." " Rnnula under the 
tongue." "Uattking up of mums." "Repugnance to (ohacco smoke; desire fur 
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RESULTS TO MAN, IP PItOVlNGS TRUE. 



*all th[Dj|{s, fur niae, tiDd for dainiieiL" " Preuare on the itotnacb, with squeeiiiig 
u ir rrom a d&w." •' luabilitj lo wear tight dotheg round the hypochondria." 
" Incuceration of flatuleni^y." " Freuure of wind towards the iagoiDBi ringa, u 
if bemia were about to protrude." " Before the ctucuation, gjeat iriscibUlty. 
Alter the evtcaation, dejection, and rehu&tion oF the litubB." " Frequent protnuioo 
of hanuorrboidul excrescences during the evncuulioD*." " Burning eruption in tbe 
form of a cluster in the armB." "Welling tbe bed." " Polypus of the blaJder." 
" ProlapauB uteri." " Varices in the liibia majora." " Pain, as of cxeoriaiiou and 
ulceration, in r he nipples." " Ulceration of the larjni." " Coagh excitad bjplajing 
on the piano." " Urgent inclination to inspire deeply." " Pains, as of dislocation, 
in the loioH, back, and in tbe neck, aa if caused by a strain." " Swelling and dis- 
tortion of the spine." " Rijpdity of Ibe neck." " Suppuration of ihe axilar; gland." 
" Swelllnga of the veins of tbe hands." '* Waria on tbe anns and on the hands." 
" ContraoIioQ of the fingers." " The legs go to sleep when one is sealed," etc etc. 
eto. — Jahr'i Manual of Hovtwopathic Medicine, toL i., p. 108, el seq. 



Ill his vohime on Houiosopalliic Materia Medica, Dr Jahr recofds, 
in a similar way and in a similar fitjlo, the symptoms or effects pro- 
duced, or rather supposed to be produced, by above two hundred 
drugs used by homosopathists. Tlie " provings" under each, are 
exactly of the same strange character as those which wc liave 
selected. And these two specimens, House-salt and Carbonate o£ 
Lime, are selected because they seem Just and sufficient exaraplea o 
the whole. To quote more would be to occupy our space moa 
unnecessarily ; especially as we have in former chapters had occ*- ■ 
sion to cite specimens of these symptoms, as tlie list of " Moral 
Symptoms" produced by Flint or Silex (see p. 48) ; and tlie religious 
edicts or symptoms of other drugs (see p. 30).' 

Perhaps it is proper lo add, in ordur to show the fantastical affeo 
tation of exactitude in these homoeopathic proving.^ and symptoi 



' Wb cannot however, dimnifls these provinga of houi<eopathic drutjs, — iind par- 
ticolarly, of soch drugs aa house-salt, carbonate of lime and other articles which 
man of neccasity daily employs in hie food and drink, — witliont offering one remarfc. 
If this portion of the creed of the hamceopatblsts were true, man would be one 
the moat unfortunate and miserable of created beings. If, for example, tbe s 
which he muat take with his food, and the carbonate of lime which ha moat tak«^ 
with hia drink, were actoatty capable of producing in the human cons^tmion thi 
hondreds of aeparate^-aiid in some of their detaila, acTcre — symploms asciibed to 
ihem by Hahnematin and hia diaciples, would not the body of man have been necea- 
aarily rendered wretched, and (aa they mosrly prodoce various marked " moral 
symptoms") would not bis mind have been rendered sinful, by tbe very sabstancea 
which his Creator obliges him to use constantly in the course of the common and 
requisite nourishment of his framef If homifopathy were true, would this arrange- 
ment not form a strong and incontrovertible argumeut for sceptics to use, who wished 
lo call in question tbe hounliful and beneficent arrnnRenipnls of Providencef J 
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" SPECIAL CONDrtlONS TOU ACTION OP SOME l>EDfi8. 1& 

|tiiat some of the homceopathic drugs produce, and therefore remove, 
gparticnlar symptoms, only when they occur under particalar circum- 
jitances or conditions. We have seen above, that carbonate of lune 
pauses, and consequently removes, " cough," when " excited by 
|Jaying on the piano." A dose of Khododendron causes toothache 
iduring a storm, and hence cures toothache when it supervenes dur- 
ing a storm ( Jahr's Materia Medico, vol. I., p. 488) ; and Indian 
Daphne causes and cures " toothache after , . , ."' — (P.217.) The 
Bymptoros produced by Colchicuni " are sijigularly aggravated by a 
too brilliant light, and by the smell of pork" (p. 186) ; and " the 
smell of fresh eggs, or fet meat," Is liable " to occasion loss of con- 
sciousness" in those using this drug. — (P. 188.) Borax, or Suhborate 
of Soda, produces and removes " great anxiety when riding in a 
carriage" (p. 92) ; and Charcoal generates and rclie\'es " colic pro- 
duced by the motion of a cai-riage." — (P. 137.) Doses of Sweet 
Violet ( Viola Odorata) cause, and hence cure, an " aversion to all 
kinds of music, and principally the violin" (p. 608) ; and common 
Subcarhonate of Soda, and consequently Soda Water, both causes 
cs "trembling when plaj-ing on the piano." — (P. 381.) 
"The majority of the symptoms (produced by Daphne) manifest 
themselves when the moon is waning" (p,217]; and the symptoms 
following the use of Silex or Mint ai'e aggravated at the new or full 
moon — (p. 531). Many of them produce peculiar conditional 
effects on particular parts ; for example, the feet and toes. Thus 
Agnus Castus produces a " tendency to twist the feet when walking 
«n the pavement" (p. 12_); Camphor causes "acute drawing in 

All who have looked into the volumes of Jahr, the Materia Mcdica, pabliibing 
b; the EagliKh " Eahuemuin Publiahing Society " (see our next page), and the otber 
works devoted to the hiHtory of horaCBOpathiu provingB iind hom^sopathii^ drugs, niuat 
have fell, greatly siirpriaed at the pretended elfecta, given in a section, duty entered 
at conaiderablo length, nnder eai^h important dmg, and containing rcTclationa and 
language of (as the London Medioal Gazette describes them] " aatounding imparity." 
What we Tefer to are — (to osc the words of Dr Bushnan) — " neither investigations 
into the fltniclure nor the functions of the seinal organg, bat imparalleled confessions 
of mental emotions and pasaions; and that not by sick patienta, ansious to obtain 
heultb, but by oiperimenlers (male and female) in perfect health, graluilously sup- 
plying iboao unwonted details." — Diahnan on Uoniaapalhy, p. 34. "The medidnes 
nrnst," avers Hahnemanii, " be tested on both males and femalee, in order to reveal 
tbe alterationa of the health they produce in reference to the eexoat system."^ 
Oeganim, p. 217. " Wt preaume," says Dr Buahnan, " we have to thank this law 
for the abominublo and filthy character of many of the homwopalhic writiDga." — 
I ITotainiiialhif, p. .I.'i. 
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^^■6 K-VOUSIl HAHNEMANN runu^lIINU gOClETY. 

^^nhe extremities of thu toe;! and xuidi^r the nails when walking" ([i. 
^^KlSl); Crude Antimony produces " callous excrescence at the tips 
^^■Df the toes and under the nail of the great toe" (p. 42) ; Epsom 
^H Salts cause "shootings in the toes," and "tearinga in the tips of the 

fingers at night" (p. 351) ; Ammoniacum excites " drawing in the 

middle toe" (p. 23); a preparation of Iron {Ferrum Mat/netiGum) 
^^makes " the little toe painful, as if it were violently compressed," 
^^buid causes " ganglion of the foot" (p. 244) ; Athamantha causes 
^^W tearing and burning in the left little toe" (p. 66); Sulphor causes 
^^V easy dislocation of the foot when walking" fp. 572) ; Nux Vomica 
^^^^roduees "facility of dislocation of the instep" (]>. 422): Carbonate 
^^H(^ Soda gives a " tendency to dislocate and sprain the joint of the 
^* foot" (p. 385) ; etc. etc. etc. 

Further, it cannot be argued, and must not be siipposed, that the 

work of Jahr, from which I have quoted the above, is not a work 
^H of the very highest authority on liomosopathy; tor it is cited every- 
^^Krhere by homceopathists themselves, as one of their most standard 
^^Kyroductiuns on the Materia Medica; and t»'o editions of a translation 
^^^of it into Englisli by Dr Curie have been publislied in London, 

HJid others in America. It is from the second of these London 

editions that we have quoted the above extracts. 

Lately, between twenty and thii-ty of the principal homceopathic 

physicians in Great Britain, including Dr Black, Dr Drysdale, Dr 
I Madden, Dr Gully of Malvern, Dr Henderson of Edinburgh, the 
^■f Bev. T, Wright of Coldstream, etc., have uistituted " the hahme- 
^^■aiann publishing society," " for the purpose of publishing 
^^Pscientific and practical works on homccopathy." In 1850, they 
1 published t}ieir first volume, viz., a " Pathogenetic Cycloptedia," or 

" Systematic arrangement and analysis of the Homoeopathic Materia 

1 Medica," by Dr Dudgeon of London. This volume contains only 

^^P the symptoms of" the Disposition, Mind, and Head." 1 shall select 
^^Bb sjiecimen from this volume, published under such high authorities, 
^^fto show that the symptoms there described are, in respect of folly, of 
I the same type with those of Jahr, At page 168 to 170 (to tfdte 

these pages as an example), there is given a series of Delusions, 

which are capable of being produced, and wliich it is alleged have 
1 produced in the provings of certain drugs. I shall select a few 
lese as specimens : — 

;" (produced b; 



" fproduced by Bbi.i.i 



"Dolus 



" (I'rniliioail \>y 



DlFfKHEST DELUSIONS I'ROUCCED BY DliUGS. 
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[). "DeluaioD tbaC be is a cominniiding oAicer" (efl'ect of a doie of 
"Delaaion that be gives the word of CDmmuid"(elf(!cC of Bslladohba). 
Deliuion tbat he has a large business" (effect of PHuspnoRUs). "Dalasinn th&c 
possesses fine clolhea" (effect of Sulpiiuk). "DeluHion thai he is a goose " (effect 
Cdhiuk). "Delusion Ihat be is a thitd" (efTect of Cicdta). "Delusion thai he 
old chajrs to mend" (tffect of CoFrEB). "Delusion that he has greens for sale" 
(effecl of Coffer). "Delusion that he is driving sheep" (symptom of Auokite). 
Delusion that his head is larger" (Bjmplom of Zinc). "Delnaion that his head is 
and ihat hia nose is transparent" (effiscls of Bellabonsa). " Delosioo 
4h>t his stomach is devoured" (effect of Sabadilla). " Delusion that his legs are 
cut off" (eliect of Babita). "Delusion that his fingers and loes are cut ofi*" (symp- 
tom of Musk). "Delusion that his teet are in hia brain" (effect of Aufbibb<bna). 
" Delusion that he is killed, roasted, and being eaten" (a symptont of STiLAuomnH). 
" Delusion that he is ahont to be married" (symptom of Henbank). "Delusion that 
he is pursued by evil spirits, and that a dog is biting him" (effect of StbaskiNidh). 
" Delusion that thieves are in the house " (symptom of Abeenic). " Delusion that 
men are swine" (a symptom uf Uebbare). "Imagiaarf vision of cats" (an effect of 
.^thdba). "Imaginary vision of rabbits" (effect of STftAMOsiow). " Pretending to 
crack nuts" (symptom of Heuuahe). " Pretending to count moiiej" (symptom of 
BitLLitDONMA). " Pretending to drive away peacocks " (a symptom of UroaaiAuos). 
"Eats his shoes" (an effect of VEaATBUu). "Tries to climb np the stove "(effect of 
Bbkbame). " Dancing in the Churchyard" (a symptom of Stbahohidh). "Inclina- 
lioD to pnll people's nosos" (a symptom produced bj Mercubv) ; etc. etc. etc. 

It is surely unnecessary to dwell further on these " pravings," — 
the making of which is, according to Hahnemann, a portion of the 
homtsopathic system that " is of all others the most ijufoutant ; 
which is to form the basis of the only true healing art (of homceo- 
pathy) ; and wliich demands tlie greatest moral certainty and trust- 
worthiness" {Organon, p. 228). For, aa he again observes (p. 215), 
*' the weal of all ftiture generations of mankind, and the exactitude 
of the (bomosopatbic) medical art," depend upon the accuracy of 
these provings. And I willingly leave every unprejudiced reader 
to judge for himself of their actual acciu-acy, and of the consequent 
amount of reliance that can possibly be placed upon a system of 
tnetlicine, which rests and relies upon the truth of these imaginary 
" proved" effects of drags aa one of its most essential and vital 
foundations. 



CHAPTER XL 

EXPERIENCE AS A. TEST OF HOMtEOPATHY : SAME TEST CLAIMBD 1 
BY AIX FORMS OF CHARLATANRY; FALLACIES; CURATIVB J 
EFFECTS OF VIS MEDICATRIX; OP REGIMEN AND DIET; OF | 
MEDICAL FAITH, ETC. 



One important circumstance lias always formed the ground- work j 
and basis of the temporaiy success and glorification of " the thou- I 
sand and one" infallible and universal euros, and systems of cure, I 
that have been propounded to the world during tlie last two or tbi-ea ■ 
thousand years. Fortunately for all these iri'egular and exclu! 
aystema of ciu^, a large majority of the attucks of disease, both acute 
and chronic, to which the human body is subject, can be overcome 
and recovered from by the sanative powers of the constitution alone. 
In other words, Natore alone can cure most of these attacks, unin- 
fluenced and unaided by the employment of any medicinal means ; 
and sometimes tn despite of tliese means. 

In a preceding extract (p. 33), we have found it correctly stated, 
in regard to homceopathy, that its " so-called cures were recoverurs 
from ordinary ailments by the efforts of nature." But it is doubts 
lessly this apparently successful treatment of cases submitted to 
homceopathic doses which misleads many a mind unacquainted with 
the nature of medical evidence. The mere successful natural ler- 
nUnoHon, however, of a case, or of a series of cases, is no sufficient 
criterion of the successful medical (rfatmeiifof them ; or, in otlier words, 
of the reality of their cvre. Every quack medicine, from the universal 
panacea of the old Elixir of Life, or Berkeley's Tar-water, or Perkin's 
Tractors,— down to Solomon's Balm of Gilead, or Mr Lee's Brandy- 
and-Salt, — or Parr's, or Morrison's, or Holloway's pills; and every 
quack system of medicine, from the doctiine of Charms and Sig- 
natures, —down to the modeni Tliirstr-cure, llunger-ciue, and Grape- 
cure of the Germans, or the prevailing systems of Chrf>nothennalisin, , 



INFALLIBLE UK PUKE KXPBRIKNCE. T'J 

lotfiiiism, Kiiif.sipathy,' Hydi-opathy, Isopathy, &c. &c., — lias, 
t every one knows, its liunilrodH or thousands of supposed cures 
' coincidences to boast of. Of the propounders and patrons ol 
e diversified universal cures and systems of cures, one and all, 
Sonfidently appeal to tlie results of so-called " Experience" in proof 
f the special efficacy and success of their own special and exclusive 
^tem of treatment ; and it would bo strange indeed, and a very 
jBusual exception to a very general law, if homteopathy had not 
its numerous alleged cures, and its results of " Expeiience" also 
I) adduce and boast of. 
' ""Pure eiBperience (it is averred and argued by Hahnemann) is 



' "A well-digested hislary of the 'irregular orders' of medical pmctitionerB would 
It (observes a late writer) be uninstmctire. It would present lo us a curioDS Vat 
I Priests and Nobles, Pbiloaopbers, Simpletons, aad Eimves. Even Bojaltj itself 
It 1m abijent from it." Witness tbe royal touch for the King's Evil. (See 
Xrlff Reuieui, vol. luL p. 86.) One fact in the hisCorj of irregnlar practices is 
iBBCraled in Klaesipatb;, vii., tbe tendencjof tbe game form of nnirersal cure to 
«' reprodaced in different ages and in ditierent places. According to the evidence 
f Pliny, ProdicuB, a disciple of Hippocrates, first adopted, as a general method of 
Wmae, rubbbg, ehampooiuy, and movements (or Kinesipalbj); and this method of 
leore was again temporarily brought into vogue in Rome in Pliny's own time. 
Iiktely it has been revived as a new and universal method of cure by Ling of 
Sweden, and otheis. The author of the article I have quoted irom, reputed to be 
Sir Benjamin Brodie, gives the following history of a Kiuesipath who, within the 
present century, deluded for a time tbe people of London with this aoppoBcd universal 
mode of cure. 

"A yimng man (says he) who bad been brought up as a journeyman -cooper, was 
ittatmoted by his mother tn the art of e/iampoaiiy. Champooiug and other modes 
of friction have been long knowu as useful remedies in oeitaiu cases of stiff joints 
and weakened limbs, and as a substitute for exercise in bed-ridden pstiente ; and 
there are many respectable females, of the class of nnrse^, in London, who prac- 
liie the art very saecesafully, and think themselves amply remunerated for their 
labour by earning a few shillings daily. But this youth was more fortunate. One 
or two cures, which it was reported that he had made, caused him lo be talked 
ofM every dinner-table. It was believed that he had made a prodigious discovery 
in tiie healing art — that champooing, performed according to bis method, was a 
temedy for all disorders. Not only those to whose cases the treatment was t^dly 
applicable, but those to whose cases jl was not applicable at all— patients with 
diseases of the hip and spine, of tbe lunga and liver — patients with the worst 
diseases, and pi^iienta with no disease whsievcr— went to be chumpooeit. The time .• 
of the artist being fnllj occupied, rose in value, and we have no doubt that we do 
not over-estimate bis gains in saying that, for one or two years, his receipts were 
M the rate of L.6000 annually. Matters went on thus for three or four years, when 
tbe delusion ceased about as suddenly as it had leapt into vigour, and the thftm- 
I'pooer found himself alt at om.'e deprived of bis vocation." — Quarltrlg Rcvieto, 
i. Ixxi. p. SH). 
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the only, llio iiifiilliblc oracle of medicine," ami the "icllo Jiiclaiiia- 
liona (of upponunts) must cease befoif the dicta of infallible Mperi- 
enee" In this strain, in foi-raer times, Bishop Berkeley streuuously, 
and apparently siiundly, argued regarding the universal curative 
f effect of Tar-water ; so argued Dr Solomon regarding his Balm of 
I Gilead ; Mr Perkins regarding his Metallic Tractors ; Dr Momson 
regarding bis Pills ; Mr Lee regarding the effects of the internal 
and external use of Brandy-and-Salt, &c. &c. In the present day 
wehaveexactly the same proof of "infallible ftipmence" everywhere 
as earnestly and anxiously re]>eated — by Dr Dickson regarding the 
results of his Chronothermal treatmiint ; by Mr CoiEn regarding his 
courses of Lobelia, &c. ; by Ling regarding the cure of all diseases 
by rubbing and movements ; by Prieasnitz regarding the cure of 
all affections by the internal and external use of cold water ; by 
Luz in relation to the treatment of all diseases upon the Isopathic 
principle, "aequalia aequulibus curantur," — " the same is cured by the 
same ; " by Hahnemann in relation to the treatment of all diseases 
upon the homteopathic principle of " sitnilia similibita cwantur" — 
" like is cured by like." The promulgators, pupils, patrons, and 
patients of each of these diverse universal systems of cure, are, like 
Halmemann and his followers, all efjually ready and equally entitled 
to appeal to the results of " pure experience as the only, the in- 
fallible oracle " and criterion of the particular medical doctrine, and 
exclusive mode of cure, which, for the time being, they severally 
and zealously happen to favour mid follow. 

To decide amidst so many very strong and yet very opposite 
asseverations, may not always be an easy task for trusting and cre- 
dulous minds, and particularly with those who are unacquainted 
with the natm-c of medical evidence. Indeed, with the non-medical 
public, the difficulty of distiuguishing what is a cure by nature 
alone, and what is a cure by nature assisted or contPolled by art, 
makes up the sum of the difficulty of distinguishing between true 
and spurious medical treatment. And in solving this problem, it is 
far too frequently ibrgotten, that men labouring under disease, even 
the most acute, and consequently much more so when suffering 
under slighter mlments, do not as a general rule die, even when 
totally and entirely left without any medicuial treatment what- 
ever. When reasoning on the efficacy of different medicines and 
different modes of cure, the mind is constantly liable to fall into 
the greatest eri-ors, by neglecting this leading tnith. For when 



TO THE INFAIXIBILITT OF EXPERIENCE. 
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I, takes, for the purpose of curing that 



N 



state c 
(iisease, a millionth or a decillionth ( 
aulphur, or other homceopathic dnig, he comes — not very nnnatur- 
ally, but very illogically — to attribnte his cure to the infinitesimal 
dose of oyster-shell or sulphur, from being unaware tliat the disease, 
if left to itself, does very oden spontaneously get well, and was vir- 
tually left entirely to itself when he took his Hahnemannic dose of 
oyster-shell or sulphur.' While the homceopathie patient anxiously 
attributes his cure to the infinitesimal dose which he has swallowed, 
the cure is in reality effected by the natural sanative powers of the 
constitution (the old vis medioatrie naturte) ; or by nature aided, 
Dot by medicine, but by Medical Faith ; or assisted by proper Kegimen 

The ovicieoco that ie reqaisite to prove or diaproye any proposition in the science 
iieine, is of a peculiar kind. It differs entirely from that spedes of proof 
nliicb BatisQea a court of law. Both direct and circnmstandal evidence, which would 
leaTB no doubt in the breasts of judges and juries, have often not Ibe slightest ten- 
dency to render a medical fact even probable. The declarations, and even the oaths, 
of the most conscLentioas, disintercBled, and able men, are all insofficienl. The 
Tea^oD of this is, that few men, even those of considerable capacltj, dlatingniah 
accurately betweon opinion and fact. When a man asserts he has been cired of a 
particular disease by a certain drug, he is apt to think he is declarini; a fact which 
he knows to be true; whereas this assertion incluilcs two opinions, in both of 
which he may be coinplotflly mistaken. The first is an opinion of his having had 
the disease specified; the second, that the medicine employed remwerf the 
Most people are convinced that they are acquainted with the malady they are 
afflicted with ; they consider it a mere matter of fact ; and when tliej are cured, they 
have as little doubt of the remedy that accomplished it. This belief is often strength' 
ened by the confideot declarations, and specious behaviour, of the person who exJii- 
bits the remedy ; and if the person possesses gratitade, this also heightens the deln- 
rion. IIb is thus easily prevailed upon to swear positively both to the disease and 
the remedy, as if tbey were both plain facts obvious to the senses ; whereas, both 
the one and the other are ireqaeotly beyond the reach of human knowledge. Saeh 
cases, to the truth of which the patients will often take their oath, form no stronger 
presumption of these Faots, than Ihe affidavits that are daily sworn to of consumption, 
gont, or cancer being cured, prove that a specilic for these distempers has been dis- 
covered. This Bpocies of unintentional perjury has been reij common during the 
iMt century in every part of Europe ; and the more improbable the fact is, the re 

the affidavits, and the more respectable the signatures. Clergymen, 

.iudges, and peers, are daily svearing, that they have been cured of incurable diseases; 
the meanest apothecary smiles with contempt when he reads tlieir splendid testi- 

lonials Yet if any one should attempt, by investigating each particalkr 

refute it, he would soon discover the impossibility of succeeding. I have 
1)BGn requested, on various occniiions, to make suoh researches, and geDerally found 
that the patients were completely convinced of the truth of the attestation, whether 
the remedy was physic, magnetism, or a tractor. In short, they ware ready to take 
the most solemn oath to what was qnite impMsiljle to be true."— Jfocn*'« JUplg l» 

Me AKlifwiBiiis. 
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and Strict Diet ;— the last, great and potent ausiliarj' means, 

all homieopathists very properly and powerftilly avail theniBelves. 

It is superfluous to adduce any lengthened proofs or observsj 
tions of the du-ect eurativi; effects and influence which these meal 
are capable of exercising upon the diseased human economy, alto 
gather independently of the exhibition and aid of drugs or medicinal 
and in truth homoeopathists trust to these measurcB alone whei 
their bilJionths, decillionths, etc., of a grjiin — such doses being, ■ 
we have already seen, so very infinitesimal, that they cannot, by ang 
rational possibility, have any influence upon the body. 

On the all-important agency, at least, of the vis medicat 
natuTtEf it is unnecessary to dwell. All sects of physicians 
willing to allow that, were it not for the aid affijrded by the natun 
sanative powers of the constitution, their unassisted drugs woulfl 
seldom or never restore the economy from a state of disease to I 
state of health. And, in many cases, the self-roc tifying power of tl 
ois medicatrix is such, that the oflice of the physician becomes com 
parativdy of a negative type ; and consists more in carefully averting 
the different conditions which may interfere with nature's operationfl 
than in indirectly interfering with them ; liis duty amounting to i 
course of active prevention rather than a course of active cure. 

And, again, the more physicians have studied the remedial effic£ 
in disease of mere Ke^men — (including, as it does, the non-medicinM 
uii-drugged regulation of all the various functions of the body, s 
affected by rest, or exercise, by temperature, by air, by menti 
excitement or quietude, etc. etc.,) — the more have they become cow 
vineed of the influence and importance of the due working, 
proper control of the different physiological functions of the economy, 
as a means for restoring the body from its various morbid states to 
a state of health. The regulation of the Diet alone (forming one 
single subsidiary department of the general doctrine of the Keginien), 
is indeed sometimes in itself sufficient to arrest the action and pro- 
gress of disease. In the first day of a Catarrh, for instance, simple 
abstinence from fluids generally effects a rapid and speedy cure}: 
a proper vegetable diet is sufficient, in most instances, to remon 
the most aggravated cases of Scorbutus ; the inculcation 
animal diet forms, in the same way, the sheet-anchor of the phy- 
sician in the treatment of Diabetes; and there are few cases of Con- 
stipation, or of Dyspepsia, however chronic or obstinate, that cannot 
W- ultimately i-cctified by dietetic means alone, and without the aidj 
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of medicine. Indeeii, by the proper regulation of the diet In sick- 
ness, " more good," as was long ago sagaciously remarked hy Dr 
Arbuthnot, " and less nuschieii will be done in Acute Distempers, 
than by medicines properly and seasonably administered ; and 
esEAT CURES may be effected in Chronical Distempers, by a proper 
Eegiraen and Diet." "A change of diet and of mode of life (ob- 
serves the latest writer on the subject — 1852) will alter mtirely the 
character of the urine, and, of coui-se, of the blood. Hence the 
supreme value of diet and I'egimen as means of cure, acknowledged 
by all experienced physicians." ' 

In these " Chronical Distempera," Hahnemann lays down strict 

itlent dietetic rules,' merely in order, as he pretends, " that 

the cure (by the infinitesimal dose of a drug) may NOT be obstruct- 

Aud we have no doubt, that if patients could be induced to 

observe these rules, they would very often indeed be found amply 

sufficient for the cnre of many chronic ailments.^ 



Farther, that mere simple " Medical Faith" independently of the 
'introduction of any medicine whatever into the system, can and 
does exert a miglity influence over the progress of disease, so as 
often to modify, and often entirely remove it, is a fact of which the 
past records of medicine furnish us with the most ample proofs ; and 



^^1 hare 



' Dr Gregorj^ Hand-book of Organic Chemistry, p. 505. 

' Haboemuui, in bis Organan, p. 309, givel the following list of tliinga rorbidijen : 

'CufTee, tea, beer, drioke oontainiog arooiBticB, spiced chocolate, scents and per- 
fumcries of all sortn, tooth-powders (litjuid or pulrerised) containing aught medi- 
cinal, perfuioed bags, bigb-seasaned meata, ices and pastry, flavoured with aromatics, 
all herbs and roots having medicinal propertiBB, cheoae, meals too long kepi, pork, 
goose, duck, too young veaL The rollowing things are also prohibited :— Over-in- 
dulgence at table of all kinds, loo much salt or SDgar, all spirituous drinks, over- 
heated rooms, sedentary life, pawtve Dxcrcise on borsebark, or in a carriage, sleep 
after dinner, sexual pleasures, exciting books, un cleanliness, anger, veitation, scorn, 
eseiting play, over-exertion of mind, marshy districts, confined localities where the 
air is stagnant, &c.— Z>r Forbes' lievieu; vol. xxii,, p. 232. 

'Thus, " A gentleman who had been ont of healthsome time, and bad paid but 
little attention to Ibe direction of his medical attendant, was advised to eonsult a 
homceopathic physician; he did so, and remained under bis care siic weeks, the 
doctor making his visit as often as he pleased : he improved in health — in sliurt, was 
cured. ' Now,' enelaimcd his friend, 'yon honacfurtb stand up in defence of 
homiBOpathy.' ' Not at all ; I nm more than ever convinced or its rolloeies and 
humbug. I have followed the plan of diet, eto. ; which plan was often urged upon 
BB by my former medical friend, but not one of the billionlb powdecR or globules 
hare I taken.' "—Medinyl G,i:fW. for J..iiuary 20, 1843. 



CURES liT MliRE MEDICAL FAITH; 

|)te of wliicli Haliticiiiaiin ^id his followers have takea'v 
tlvantage. The powerful effect and success of sbnjde'J 
aith" upon the progress of disease, is testified to us, fiw I 
example, ^y the innumerable cures in former times, of almost allj 
maladies, by the supposed medicinal influence of Amulets, Cliarmt^ 1 
Holy Wells, Eelics, Incantations, and Sorcery.^ — All the varieties of j 
scrofula, with its varionsly afflicted subjects, " swollen and ulcerom 
tile mere despair of surgery," were alleged to be cured in Englaoi 
from the time of Edward the Confessor, down to the time of Quae 
Anne, by a single touch of the hand of the reigning monarch. An^ 
therenre records of upwards of 92,000 such patients touched by Charley 
the Second alone ; " for the king," says Wiseman, " cureth nioi 
in one year than all the Chirnrgeons of London have done ij 
age." The effect of " medical faith" in the cfiicacy of the touch 6 
the hand of Valentine Greatrakes was such, that he not only cured l^^ 
it, like the reigning sovereign, all varieties of scrofula, but also agnaj^l 
epilepsy, deafness, etc. etc. Palsies, and various nervous maladiet^^ 
as blindness, deafness, etc., were apparently often, and almost] 
magically, removed in the patients who had " medical faith" in thai 
prayers of Prince Hiiheiiloe, The old and numerous cures rf'j 
Gassner, of Francis of Paris, of the smith's child of Kehrberg, &c., 
are of the same stamp. In former times in Scotland, patients 
affected with plague, with hydrophobia, etc., fancied that they 
cured themselves of these maladies by drinking a draught or two 
of the water in which the celebrated talisman, or " Lee Penny," of 
Lanarkshire was dipped; and the magistrates of Newcastle, who 
borrowed this Lee talisman for the use of their townsmen during 
one of the last English plagues, offered, in the 17th century, to tbr- 
ieit L.60OO for the permanent possession of this healing " stane set in I 
silver." Professor Trousseau states that a Parisian, who determined 
upon making his fortune by medical charlatanry, secretly selected as 
his panacea, distilled water as the most innocuous substance which 
he could use for his purpose. But he received so many attestations 
of the great potency of his medicine, and of the wonderful cures 
which it had worked, that at last even he himself becanie convinced, 
and died in the belief of the universal efficacy of the waters of the 
Seine,' The besieged inhabitants of Breda, when greatly invalided 

' Dr RoQth informs ns tlmt lie himself tried ex peri menial I j the eflei'ts of medicftl 
fuiili in Home fifty or sixtj' cnses, givint; Ibe paliBnla nought but oolnured water. 
"Mj plan (snys be) h-hb to Pinpkiy Lhroc hincis of coloured wuter— red, yellou, nnJ 



p 



BY COLOURED WATEB, THACTOR8, ETC. S5 

md bed-ridden with scurvy, etc., were rapidly restored to hciltii 
I and strength, by drinking of the solution of a supposed veiy 
I precious drug, smuggled in small quantity into the town, for their 
I especial benefit, by the Prince of Orange; and which drug was 
I aubsequently confessed to be ouly a little colouj'ed water. Towards 
I the beginning of the present century, all kinds of human aches and 
I piuns were relieved in great numbers of patients, by the approach 
f of Perkins' metallic Tractors to the suffering parts ; and with equally 
I aignal success, by the approach to these parts of pieces of wax, wood, 
I etc., made in imitation of the shape and colour of the tractors of metal,' 
' A paralytic man was cured in a fortnight, by Sir H. Davy placing 
daily under his tongue the bulb of a pocket thermometer, the palsied 

blue ; to work npon ths imagiaatian of m; palients, ilcscribing this nater to be ■ 
deadlj poianL, and having it Jabelled according^, giving Bxpress caation to keep tbe 
inedidne from the chtldrsD. 1 invented a series of ajmpComsaalikeljtu follow — from 
30 to 30 drops a doae. it is but right to etate, tbat in muaj cases the result was null, 
no effect appearing to have been produced. Iti some patients, however, chicflji 
neuralgic cases and weak-minded individuuls, there was. In one case this coloured 
water produced such alarming a^mploms that I was sent for in a great hurry to see 
my patient, a strong woll'built man about twenty-five years old, labouring ander 
some dyspeptic affection. I was informed that after every dose of the mediciim 
taken (which consisted of 30 drops of water coloured with the compound lavender 
tincture), syncope, with convulsive movement, followed, A diminution to 20 drops 
ra-assured my palionl, and the fits did not occur nguin. My colleague, Dr Taylor, 
found coloured water produce such distressing symptoms in a female, that he was 
obliged to omit it. If such effects were produced among out-palienla, by whom all 
dietetic regimen was neglected, where reet and quiet were not enforced, what good 
affects might nut have followed tbe employment of coloured water with ihest 
aidjavantai"^ FaSaciei of ffom<K(^>othg, p. 84. 

< I have already. In a preceding foot note (p. 37), spoken of tbe general belief aomo 
half century ago, In the great medicinal efficacy and power, in inflammatiotls, rtaeuma- 
tiamt,etG., etc, of the two small pieces of metal, which Perkins sold in great numbers, 
and at oxortiiEant prices, under tbe name of Metallic Tractors. Dr Haygarth, and 
Hr Smith in Ibis country, and Scbnmacher in Germany, showed tbat they could pro- 
duce equally marvellous effeots in the same cases, and the same diseaaes, with "false 
tractors," made of wood, etc, provided only tbe patients themselves had sufficient 
medical faitb in tbe powers of the tractors, and were not aware that tbe tractors were 
false ones. Tbe sudden relief of pains, the restoration of power lo rheumatic and 
paralysed pans, the aSection of ths pulse, etc., were at marked, if not more marked, 
in Iheae experiments, when tbe false tractors were pomied at, or held to diverse parts 
of the body, tban has been witDessed, by tbe most earnest bemieopatbist, as a result 
of any of hia infinitesimal doses, In one case they produced an increase of paiu 
inalcad of relieving it, the patient declaring that, alter their use (that it, tbe use of 
tuilhiiig) for four minutes, " he was in mure pain than wlien the sargeon took Are 
of bone from bis leg, in a compound fracture, in Wales ; " and his pulse nas 
raised lo I2ty beaU a minute. 
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man believing all the time that the " benign influence" which he i: 
mediately felt tlirou^h him, waa owing to his inhahng some infallibUl 
»])ecific gas ; wiiich, however, was never administered to him. In fact^g 
the past bistorj' of medicine and mankind ia full of instances IltoB 
trating in tliis v>uy the sanative effects of mere medical laith. In tlu 
interesting travels in Tartary, Tliibet, etc., lately published by tlu 
French missionary Hue, a sufGcioutly strikiug modern instance i 
mentioned in relation to the general treatment of diseases by tin 
Lamas of Tartary, wlio have the exclusive practice of medicine allottee 
to them. The Lama physician, observes M. Hue, is his own apoth&< 
cary, and gives the specific befitting each case in which bis advio 
applied for. " Tlie Tartar pharmacopceia rejecting all miueral chot 
mistry, the Lama remedies consist entirety of vegetables pulverisedfH 
tiler infused in water or made up into pills. If the Lamaf 
doctor happens not to have* any medicine with him, he is by n 

s disconcerted ; he writes the names of the remedies upon little J 
scrajia of paper, moistens the papers with his saliva, and rolls them I 
up into pills, which tl>e jiatieiit tosses down with the same perfect! 
confidence as though they were genuine medicaments. To awallovij 
(adds M. Hue) the name of a remedy, or the REMEDY iUel/y . 
(aay tlie Tartars) to precisely the same thing." ^ 

The prayers of Prince Hohenloe, the tractors of Perkins, etc., ceN 
tainly produced, through the agency of medical faitli, most won^^ 
droua effects, in rapidly restoring motory powers to the weak, lame^ 
and bod-ridden. But last year, Dr Horace Green, when visitinfp 
Edinburgh, informed me and others of an instance in which \ 
hom(BO])athic physician effected a more speedy and extraordinary^ 
cure than any of which Hohenloe, Perkins, or any of that class could ' 
ever boast. A lady had been useless and bed-ridden for years ; — the 
Spine was lier own alleged seat of disease ; and endless measures 
had been tried to restore her to health and the power of standing 
uid walking ; but they had all been tried in vain, In consequence 
of the earnest advice and glowing representations of some female 
homceopatbic friends, she had been long anxious to ascertain if i 
homcepathic treatment could be of any use in her distressing case ^ I 
but her husband refused to give his consent, believing homceopathy -I 
to be " a discreditable delusion and a quackery." Fortunately, 
howe\'er, for herself, her husband left lier for a week or two on a 
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Bportinj^ ex[jeiJitiijii; and, as soon as ho setoff with liis gun aud 
dogs, she seized hold of the opportunity which she bad long d&- 

I sired, of coiisultiug a celebrated homoiopathic physician. The phy- 
sician listened long ; — examined into her case most attentively ; — 
made before her written entries and memoranda, regarding all her 
symptoms and sufFeringa ; and at last, on considering the whole, 
confidently assured her that doubtlessly he could send her a drug 
that corresponded with her disease, and which would produce such 
effects the first day, other effects the nest, etc., — and that, before 
lier husband returned, she would be able to walk and enjoy life. 
The patient diligeutly swallowed the globules; all the predicted 
effects duly followed ; and when her husband returned home, he 
was astonished and overjoyed to find his sick and bed-ridden wife 
up and well. The crime of consulting a homa-opathist against his 
declared wish was readily forgiven, seeing the I'esults of the homoso- 
pathic treatment had been so happy and beneficial ; but he asked 

" for a sight of the wonder-working *' globules " that had produced 
so gladsome a change in his wife's health, and in his own prospects 

1 ol' domestic happiness. On being shown the globules, the acute 
snd loving husband earnestly desired them to be most carefully 
preserved and lofked up, lest, perchance, his partner's distressing 
ailments should at any future time retui'n. He then went and in- 
formed his usual tiimily phj-sician oi' this secret, that his wife had got 
well under a homoeopathist ; adding, that still he did not believe in 
homcBOpathy itself, for he found the globules which she had swal- 
lowed were not homccopathie drugs, but specimens of some small 
percussion pellets that were to be sent to him for examination (his 
gun being one formed for the use of the percussion-pellet, in pre- 
ference to the percussion-cap^, but which had not arrived at his 
house till some time ai):er he had left. The servant had mistaken the 
packet of pellets for the packet of homosopathic globules ; and the 
lady had swallowed them under the belief that she was swallowing 
the homoeopathic physician's iiiedtcine. 



When the homa'opathic practitioner treats a case by infinitesimal 
[■ 4oBes of homoeopathic drugs, and abstiuns irom giving openly or sur- 
I reptitionsly the ordinary allopathic drugs, in their ordinary or in a 
\ concealed form, he virtaally trusts the cure of his patient to natup* 
■ regimen, and medical taith : for no one can rationally believe t/ 

^ swallowing or the smelling of n billionth, or a decillionth, 



Hahnemann's views of kis own cuims. 

^, can have any possible influence, good, bad, or indiffereaU 
And there is no doubt that Hnhnemano himself knew thoroughly 
the curative powei's of nature — tiiiiE', regimen, and diet ; and, in ]\iM 
own heart, mainly or entirely depended upon these, and upon 1 
important therapeutical influence of due medical faith on the part qj 
those who placed themselves under his treatment, — a medical faitt 
which he zealously enhanced and increased in their minds, by ii 
vesting his practice in the solemnity of what his followers, in t 
simplicity of their umocence, were taught to look upon as really a 
very learned and a very scientific theory of disease and cure. 

Dr Schubert of Dramburg, who was personally intimate with bin 
and his ideas of cure, distinctly tells us (see p. IT), that Halina 
mann had a thorough conviction, that all curable dieeases i 
under proper attention to diet, be removed by means of nature alona 
or by the vis medioatrix. We have in a preceding page, (p. 62)1 
seen Hahnemann himself averring, in the last edition of his Orgai 
that he had cured all his patients for a year, by making them i 
mere dried globules containing the decillionth of a grain ; and whe| 
lie did so, no rational man can resist the belief, that Hahnemaru 
was at least wise (Plough to know, that he was trusting to natui 
and regimen alone, and not to medicine. Further, that Hahnemai 
was ftilly acquainted with the sanative powers of simple mediealfai^ 
is a matter of as little doubt. " He exacted unlimited confidenoj 
on the part of his patients, well knowing (says Dr Schubert), thM 
it was the important secret of life and death" in the cases he y^^ 
treating. " Blahnemann never hesitated (he fijrther observes 
to promise recovery to every patient, without concerning himse 
about the nature of the malady." The boldness and eifrontery wit! 
which he always unhesitatingly and dogmatically proclai 
infallibility of this and that homceopathic remedy, in the cure o 
this and that disease, constituted the necessary means by which 1 
created this feeling of medical faith on the part of his foUowei 
patients. In some preceding pages we have had occasion to quotd 
from bis Leeser Writings, one or two specimens of his uuhesitatin 
and characteristic power of assertion with regard to particular rema 
dies and modes of cmre, as in regard to the smelling of a (juiutillionti 
solution of gold, at once curing a person of morbid despondencj 
(see p. 64) ; and his works are full of similai- cool avei'raents. 
one, for example, of the last essays wldcli he published, he displai 
this powerofrcckh'ss and characteristic assertion, toadcgrwuf «bicl 
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onlcl be difficult to find a parallel, even in the " most irregular" 
medical bills and newspaper advertisements, of the present day. 
He boasts, in the essay to which 1 refer, that he could so far reverse 
the laws of nature, that if his directions about the use of camphor, 
in malignant epidemic cholera, were followed, "ewery patient (attacked 
with that disease) would be infallibly restored within a couple of 
hours, as (to continue his own assertion in his own words) the most 
undeniable facts and instances prove." ' And we have been in- 
formed of one instance in which, towards the commencement of the 
last cholera epidemic in Scotland, a disciple of Hahnemann declared, 
that he himself had already cured above seventy cases of the disease, 
in a community where not fifty cases in all had as yet occurred to 
the two or three hundred physicians practising there. Everywhere 
also, through Hahnemann's works, he avows to his patients, and to 
his pupQs, that while the legitimate system of medicine is an old 
"mischievous, non-healing art," which "tortures patients, wastes 
their strength and fluids, and shortens their lives," his homoeopathic 
mode of cure is " the only true" method of restoring the economy 
from disease to health, — " is a salutary and blessed business," the 
only method by which patients can be " really, rapidly, permanently 
and evidently cured," etc. etc.,- — no doubt most thoroughly awata 
how much the requisite implicit medical faith, on the part of the 
patients and pupils of homoeopathy, required to be constantly ex- 
cited, stimulated, and invigorated by such lusty denunciations, and 
such bold and boundless assertions. 

But " does not" — (to use Hahnemann's own suificiently true and 
expressive words^ — " does not such pretension reach the climax of 
boastful charlatanry and mendacious delusion t" — (lesser Writings, 
p. 802.) We do confess we conscientiously tliink so. 



' See Lemer Wrilinge, p. 854, wber 
1 printed in italics. 
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CHAPTER Kli. 

SUl'rOSED STATISTICAL EVIDENCE IN FAVOUR OF HOMtEO 
FATHIC PRACTICE i COMPARISON OF CASES ADMITTED A'B| 
FLEISCIIMANN'S HOMIEOPATIUC HOSPITAL AND EDINBUIlOq 
INFIRMARY; MORTALITY FROM PNEUMONIA UNDER EXPEC- 
TANT, HOMtKOPATHlC, AND ALLOPATHIC TREATMENT, ETC. , 



Ok late yeara, various disciplea of Hiihnenianti have boldly udvet 
tured upon a new course in proof of the truth of homceopathyf atu 
in evidence of their belief that infinitesiuial doses have actually if 
direct and a positive power upon the hunnaii body in the cure o 
disease. Led by Dr Fieischinann of Vienna, homoBOpathista now 
conatantiy and confiduutly appeal to the comparative mortality 
observed in allopathic and homoeopathic practice, in favour of the 
eSlciency of their particular system of medicine. The statisti 
retoms, it is averi-ed, of homosopathic hospitals' and dispensai 

' t bars not spoken in thU cbapter of the alleged slatistica of tfaeir prieaU practice, 
paraded from time to time hj difTerent homiBopBtbic pbyaicians berore their patient* 
and the public; for it is generally impoBBJble, even were it proper, to trace in any 
way the true results of tbeir private practice, except wben, as happens from time to 
lime, another pbysidan is called in towards tbe la&t bours of a hutnieopalhic patient's 
life { or wben borne public Giamination of tbe eases and slatemeots bappeiia to be 
officially called for. An inglanee of the latter kind lalely occurred in England; and 
H Hufflcientl}' si^ificant instance it appears to be. A notice of it ii pnbliahed in the 
last number o( tbe British and Foreign Medical Revieir. A homceopatbic practi- 
tioner at Haddersfield " circuialod amongst all ciasaes of tbe population in Hudders- 
fielcl, witb comments admirably calculaled to deceive tbe public," a statement of the 
relative sncceas of tbs treatment of Epidemic Cholera in ibat town by homeopathic, 
ns compared with allopathic means ; and he pledged himself for tbe accuracy of bis 
report. To give th^ report a greater appearance of truth, be circulated a table of 
Cholera cases treated in Haddersfield duriug tbe last epidemic,~tbe table professing 
to contain the name, age, residence, and treatment of each patient attacked, with 
the results. And tbe general results were these :—" Number of cases treated allo- 
pathically, SO; recoveries,!; deaths, IB. Number of cases treated homceopatbically, 
8; reeoveriea, 8; deaths, 0." "Will," asks the Reviewer, "our readers credit thai 
this statement is a lie, — ingenious, it is true, — but n lie from beginning to end? Yat^ 
i) is so." And the Reviewer proceeds to show tbe truth of this allegation by the &«•■ 
as to the epidemic of Cholera at Huddersfield, collected and published by Dr Taylor, " 
formerly Professor of Clioicftl Medicine, I'niversity College ; Dr Taylor's report brii 
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1 a great superiority, iu point of practical succt^ss, over the 

latistical returns of similar institutioDs saperinteiided by ordinary 

■bysicians. More especially, late homoHopathic writers aiid disciples 

lave strongly insisted upon the alleged few deaths, and numerous 

which the official returns of Dr Fleischmaun of Vienna show 

p have occurred under his care, during a succession of years, in the 

[omoaopathic Hospital of the Sisters of Charity. This hospital 

s the first homceopathic hospital of any extent which was insti- 

; and, some years ago, a statistical report of 6524 cases treated 

Hthin its wards were given, under Dr Fleischmann's own authority, 

b the English public.^ And that report afibrds (as is at least con- 

tnually averred by the practitioners and patrons of homoeopathy) 

Pie most conclusive and unquestionable proof of the superiority of 

jopathy over ordinary legitimate medicine, by displaying results 

1 practice that are " far beyond the reach of any other known 

tetbod of treatment." But a very slight consideration of the subject 

Kill readily show how reckless and impolitic this assertion is ; and 

w, I believe, can examine the facts in Dr Fleischmann's celebrated 

. "conclusive" returns, without arriving at the opinion that, 

king into view the general mild character of the cases treated, 

% selection of the patients, and of the diseases to be treated, etc., 

1 ratio of mortality presented by these returns is not, as the 

femoeopathists fondly lU'ge, remai'kably small, but, on the contrary 

s the latest writer on tlie subject has designated it), " enormously 

gh." 

I Dr Fleischmann's Hospital Ketums were, as has been already 

Sated, given some time ago to the English public, to the extent of 

01 cases. These 6501 cases were treated by him in the hospital 

% question from the year 1835 to the end of 1843. The general 

lliortality from all diseases, among these 6501 patients, was 6-4 per 

mt. ; or, in other words, 1 out of every 16 died. 



teriBed by tbeKegiBtraT-aenerftlae"iniuelftimode],whioh the local inquirers 

^uld consalt." For the pBrtiouUrs,8eB the Sritiah and Foreign Medico. Cliinifffieal 

w /or April 1S53, pp. 479~1S1. Three or four years ago, at a, meeting in Lon- 

n ot the medic&l Homceopathic Society, Mr Cameron, ■ homiKopathic practitioner, 

1 mre hone»[y boldly told his colleagues that he " thought we (hotnieapath*} 

gained little by oonbtahtli trnmpeting forth onr extrBordinory euros, and cor- 

cBALiNo our failnres. Be felt assured that an opposite coune would be preferable." 

See his observations in BriliiA Jmirnat of Ilomiaipnlhii, vol. v., p. as'j, 

e iDlroduction to the Study of Honlieopathy, by Drs DryHdnle and Itusaell, 
•1-329. 



'Ji MOBTALITT Itf METEOPOLITAN nOSPITALS. 

Now, we at once freely grant, that in the large and crowded 
metropulitan hospitals of London, Edinburgli, Glasgow, etc., tltg 
ordinary mortality is often, or indeed usually, much higher, ana 
varies from- 5 to 12 per cent' Mr Thomson,' some years 
showed that the average mortality of fourteen large English hospita 
(including several in London) amounted to 7'7 per cent.; 
somewhat more than 1 per cent, liigher than the mortality i 
Fleiachmann's Homceopnthic Hospital. The average mortality o) 
the largest hospitals in London, during the four yeare from 1846 b 
1850 inclusive, waa 8'4 per cent. ; ' or nearly 2 per cent, lughe^ 
than in Fleischraann's Hospital. Still, we repeat, the ratio i 
mortality in Fleischmann'a Hospital was "enormously high;" 
the class of cases treated in his wards was ijreathj less severe i 
fatal than the class of cases admitted into these other allopath] 



< " Every one (ob^crvca Dr Uairdner) fuDiliar nith the routine of hoBpilaJs, knows 
well tbat K liirgiS well-known, and ucc^exBible institution, such ax the rec^ognised 
general hospital of a metropolis, will inevitablj utlruct into its w&Tds the most 
deaperate, the most povcrtj-atrickea, the moat abandoned and forlorn oaaei), to be 
found within its range; and will, bj the verj fant of withdrawing theflC, tend to 
improve the uortAlitj-list of other smaller and lesH central institutiona. The HAtel 
Dien at Paris, the Santo Spirito at Kome, Ouy's and others in London, attain In 
this waj a high ratio of mortality, simply by the fact that these are the popnlu-* 
hospiials of their respectivs districts. Indeed, their influence is often felt ii 
respect bx heyond the limits of the town in which they are placed. There is ni 
shadow of a doubt that the principal hospitalu of London, Birmingham, Lirerp 
MaachesCer, Edinburgh, and Glasgow, absorb, so to apeak, a large portion of 11 
mortality of multitudes of provincial hospitals all over this Icingdom." "If (b«:l 
continues) I were to give a fonnula for the arrangemeDls of an hospital design«4'fl 
to exhibit a low rate of mortality, it would be ihia;— Choose your site well; let it h 
not in, but near, a large oity, having already hospital accammudation oo a prodigion 
scale, well known to the peoTest classes of the communitj, and adapted ti 
wants; let the distance fram the centre be such (say three miles) as will keep backV 
the extremely abject and the dangerously diseased, either through want of knowledge 
of your institution, or want of power to reach it | let the arrangeoients be so perfed 
as to cootrast favourably with the older hospitals, and to attract the valet udioariaii 
whose illnesses ami means permit them to avail themselves of its superior accoOk 
modation; and, Gooliy, let some special practice be pursued, in order to enlist tt 
sympathies of rich or idle diletiantl, who will know how to fill your wards w 
sort of cases suitabla for your oiperiment. This la PKBCiseti tuk pictubb i 
VlBRBA HoMOsoPATlHC HoBPiT*!., which has the amazing effrontery to call upon oi 
compare its peddling experiments with the great labours of pure beneficence, of whiq 
general hospitals of this and other countries furnish examples." — Medical Tima at 
Oaietle/or A/n-il 3, 1852, p, 341. 

' Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal for 1S43. 
^ Mudical Gaietlo for January 3, 1851. 
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Dspitals with which they are wished to be compared ; and there 
■were various other powerfiil conditions present, calculated to diminish 
fho appai-ent amount of deaths, and increase the apparent amount 
f recoveries, among his patients. 

It was at one time my intention to take up fiilly here the com- 

>arison of the hospital statistics of ordinary and of liomceopathic 

hospitals, with the view of pointing out at length those attendant 

differences and conditions in these two classes of institutions, and of 

showing the utter frailty and fallaciousness of the statistical proofs 

and comparisons, which modem homoeopathists have so fondly and 

jirequently paraded before the profession and the pubUc as " infallible 

• evidence" of the truth of their system. But since the second edition 

I of the present pamphlet appeared, this part of the subject has been so 

idmirably treated by Dr Routli, in an Essay which he has published, 

I " On the JMlacies of Homceopathy, and the imperfect Statistical 

ftlnquiries on which the results of that Practice are estimated," that 

Ml feel it to be now altogether unnecessary for me to dwell at any 

[iongth upon a topic which Dr Kouth has discussed with much more 

Iftbility than I could hope to do. Dr Gairdner, also, has more lately 

Jmblished in the Medical Times (April 3}, a short but excellent 

wper on " Homoeopathic Hospital Statistics." In the remainder of 

Sie present chapter, I only propose, therefore, to offer a very few 

■libridged observations on the same subject, merely as a saniple of the 

l^laring faults and fallacies which homceopathists have committed in 

ir supposed statistical proof of their system of cure. In doing so, 

I shall freely avail myself of Dr Routh's and Dr Gairdner's remarks, 

Ennd of other data ; wliile, at the same time, I beg to refer any readers 

who are desirous of studying a more complete inquiry- into all the 

" ranches of this part of our subject to Dr Routh's able Essay. 

Dr Routh has shown, in the most fiill and complete manner, that 
Klhe apparent small amount of mortality in Fleiscbmann's and the 
Vtwo or three other homoeopathic hospitals of which we have any 
I'teport, as compared with the larger per-centage of mortality seen 
tin the published reports of the onlinary hospitals of this and other 
I ooutitries, is owing to a aeries of cireum stances connected in no way 
with tlie metltod of treatment respectively adopted in these institu- 
The general hospitals in this and other countries have been 
uually established jmrely on benevolent grounds, and tor the sole 
" ject of curing the diseased when a cure was possible, or of tern- 
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jKirarily alleviatinf; and relarJing tbeir umladies when a cure 
boyoiitl tlie power of art. Most of these hospitals, like our < 
Infirmary at Eilinbiirj^h, have their doors npen for all applicanta,- 
the only ijuiilificntions requiifd, on the part of those that » 
miasion, being the co-exiatence of a sufiicient degi'ee of poverty i) 
the applicants, with a sufiicient degree of severity in the diae 
they suffer under ; and always, in these institutions (unless, which i^ 
rare, the hospital be so very largo and extensive as to admit all tliosc 
who seek its services and aid), the slighter forms and cases of disease 
are rejected and excluded, in order that the beds may be occupied 
with cases of greater urgency, and consequently of greater danger. 
Dr Fleischmann's Hospital, however, and most, if not all, other 
homceopathic hospitals hitherto instituted, have been established, on- ■ 
the other hand, with tiie special view, among others, of institutin) 
a supposititious and favourable comparison between tSe results o 
homceopathic and of ordinary practice. Indeed, the very peraistenoc 
of the government grant for the maintenance of Dr Fleischmann'4 
Hospital, was understood to depend upon his returning a sufG 
dently small amount of mortality among his patients;' and i 
unprejudiced inquirer who will look calmly into the snbject, can 
have any doubts that Fleischmann's patients have been selected, i 
his returns made up, with a view of securing sufficiently satisfactoi 
results for the government, and for the patrons of homoeopathy. 



In order to make thoir returns as seemingly favourable as possiW 
to the influence of infinitesimal doses, a variety of circumstance 
have been taken advantage of by the physicians of homceopathi 
hospitals, as pointed out by Dr Routh. Let us glance at some o 
the principal among these circumstances. 

I, They exclude moribund cases from tbeir returns of cases admit- 
ted. This esclusionmakesof itself alone a difference occasionally of 
from 2 to 4 per cent, in the mortality returns. These moribund 
cases are " admitted (says Dr Routh) in onr allopathic retum^J 
even though a patient be admitted but one hour before death." 

n. The grade of patients admitted varies the rate of mortality iifl 
an hospital ; and Fleischmann's institution affords him a great advan-4 



' Dr Ronth's parophlel on Hom<EOpnlhy. p. 4(1. 
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tage in this respctit. In six out of ten of the London workliouscs, 
where the inmates are of the very poorest and lowest class of society, 
the niortahty among both the sick and healthy was, according to the 
official report of the Registrar-General, upwards of 20 per cent. ; 

■ while among the sick alone, in eight out of ten of the general 
F hospitals of London, and where the inmates were of a better olass, 
I the mortality did not amount to 9 per cent. " I can state (says Dr 

■ iRoutli, p. 43), from personal observation, in regard to Fleiscbmann's 

■ jHoBpital, that the patients are not the very poorest, but the better 
I 'Class of working mechanics and manufacturers. Those (lie ndda) 

e general allopathic hospital are oftentimes the most wretched 
Lobjects living." ' 

III, The degree of comfort and proper nursing of hospital patients, 

the quietude and pertectness of ventilation of an hospital, has no 

small influence upon the well-being and reeoveiy of its sick inmates. 

I Jn these respects, Fleischmann's Hospital, and others, arc coufess- 

■ icdly superior,* 

■ " And bore it ia important to notice, tbat the delusion of homicopatbj baa ddIj 
reached Ibc npper and better clasB, and not tbe very lower orders. Tbese, debili- 
tated oftentimes bj excens, privation, exposure, etc, are at all times tbe more ob- 
noiiona to diaease, and less able to reeist il when obix it bas attacked tbem. Tbe 
•mite ciueK, in addition, will be sure to come to us,— at least ibe great majority of 
such casea. The purely nervoua or the chronic~lhe ailing, proverhiallj known lo 
I last tbe longer — will hate no objection to try honnEopalby ; a priori, therefore, here 
e whereby mortality might be conaderably reduced."— flonfA's FaUacies of 
ffosurapalhy, p. 43. 

" Taking Fleischmann's Hospital as mj example, I can Bafoly amort, I never saw 

in which tbe internal arrangements, attention, and kindneaa of attendanta were 

-B excellently exemplilied. With Dr Balfour, I must Bay that the Austriana, as a 

f, and especially the working daeses, are eminently a people easily inHuenced bj 

_Miperstttion. Tlie Sisters of Cbarit;, on the other band, who undertake the nursing 

)t the patients in tliis hospital, are also their spiritual advisers, anil are very superior 

^ those whom we are aocnstomed to see in Paris and elsewhere. Those who have 

ieverity of tiie former, are most agreeably surprised on observing tbe 

imilily, gentlenesa, nnremittiag kindness, of the Sisters of Cbarit; in Vienna. 

■ 'nie calm aspect of religion they betray, the beaut; frequently observed in tbeir 
I persons, act, aa it were, like charms to soothe the pangs of tbe body; while their 
Klnelodioas accents, often raised in the language of prayer, instil peace iuto the minds 
■^ tbe aick. This statement will he tbe more readily believed aa emanating from a 

at ; and, if it be correct, mnst be considered as exerting a very powerful in- 
n the ooursfl of diseases, "—/foul Ji's Fallacies of Homiropallii/, p. 43. 
" The superiority," observes Dr Balfonr, " of attendance, is aUo one great advan- 
n favour of this hospital (Fleiacbmann's). independently of the important fact. 



9f5 AGE, AS INFLUESCINO MORTALITY. 

IV. The iige. of the patients admitted into an hospital lias gtvat J 
Iiiflueace over its mortality returns. Disease becomes more andl 
more fatal in its attacks after tlie age of puberty ; the danger toil 
life increasing, as Mr Edmonds has proved, in a regular geometricarl 
progression, and the rate of increase or danger of death from anyf 
individual disease, — as fever, cholera, pneumonia, etc., — and from I 
all diseases, taken collectively, rising very nearly 34 per cent, 
everj- ten years. In infancy and childhood disease is spedally 
fetal. It is least fatal from the age of 10 to 40 ; and if the 
patients admitted into an hospital be principally of this last middle 
period of life, the cypher of mortality would in consequence be 
very mai-kedly less than if aged patients were admitted in the pro- 
portion ill which they exist in general society. The number of . 
persons in the general comrauuity living above 40 years of age, ia 1 
known to be about 22 per cent. ; and the number living betweea J 
the ages of 10 and 40 is about 52 per cent. But the three 
homceopathic hospitals of Vienna, Leipsic, and Lease, have a pro- 
portion of aged patients not amounting, as it should do, to 22 per 
cent., but only amounting to about 15 per cent. ; while of patients 
at the most favourable age of recovery from attacks of disease, 
from 10 to 40, they admit, — as their own returns luiwittingly I 
prove, — a third too many, viz., 73 per cent., instead of 52 par I 
cent.,— showing, as various other facta show, a careful and cautious I 
principle of selection of the patients admitted ; and such a selection 1 
in this as in other matters, as is calculated to give an appearance of I 
success in their ultimate mortality returns. 

V. Of all the circumstances, however, wliich affect the compara* J 
tive amount of mortality in the comparative returns of different i 
liospitals, confessedly the most important is the relative aeverityf > 
eurahility, and fatality of the classes of diseases admitted into their I 
wards. An hospital, for example, admitting solely patients affected I 
with consumption, or patients aHfeetcd with fever, necessarily pre- 1 

thai the nursea are spiritrntl as well aa temporal comfortera." " It ma}' not I 
nppropriato," be continues, "to state here also — more particularlj' as I shall hava I 
occasion to compare Ibe results of tlie hoiuu^opathio trealment with those observed 
in an ordiQarj' hospital, — that in Dr Fleischmann's institution the pneumonic patients 
are not auscultated and peicussed, and uoceremoniously lectnred OTcr several times 
a-daj, as is the case in llio Qeueral Hospital. Thia ditference will not appear a 
matter of indifference lo any one who has wilnessed the proceedings in the two 
instances."— iJnVisA uiid Forfiyn Meilkal Reoiew, vol. xxii. p. 571. 
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ail immensely liiglier raortafity tlian an liospital admitting 
patients sufiering under t^atarrlis, elyspepaias, or other forms of 
non-organic derangement. In the preceding puragraphs, we Iiave 
glanceti at various circumstances of selection and position influencing 
greatly and favourably the published homeopathic hospital returns. 
(Jjet ns dwell, however, at a little greater length on this last point, 
as affecting these returns, — viz., the comparative curability and 
jutality of the classes of ailments admitted into homoeopathie and 
allopathic hospitals. And with this object, let us make a compari- 
son between the relative severity of the cases and the kind of 
patients ailmitted into Fleischmann's Hospital, and into any of the 
large "Allopathic Hospitals" in this countrj- ; and we shall see on 
this point alone, far more than sufficient and ample reasons, Ibr any 
difference that may exist as to the actual mortality in, the two 
classes of institutions. For this purpose, let us, as suggestwd by 
Dr Gairdner, take for the purpose of comparison, the statistical 
reports of the Edinburgh Infirmary, and tJiose of Fleischmann's 
Haspihil at Vienna, published in English by Drs Russell and 
Drysdale. The Eitinburgli Infirmary reports were published an- 
nually for some years, with great care, by Dra Beid, Bennett, and 
Peacock. Dr Peacock's two reports of the Edinburgh Hospital ara 
specially elaborate ; embrace two of the same years as Fleischmanii s 
(1842-43); and contain a return of nearly the same number of 
patients, — Fleischmann's report being that of 6501 cases treated in 
his Homoeopatluc Hospital, and Dr Peacock's re|K}rt being that of 
63(;>9 patients treated in the Edinburgh Infirmary, with 758 deaths, 
or a mortality amounting to 12 per cent. Why is the mortality in 
lliia and other large "allopathic hospitals" greater than iu Dr 
Fleischmann's Homceopathic Hospital I Some of the preceding ob- 
servations afford in part a reply to this interrogator)-. The two 
illowing considerations are of still more imjKirtance as necessary 
of the answer to such an inquiry : — 

•«(,— "The mortality of an hospital does not (aa Mr Tliomson 
■ectly states) depend upon the treatment so much as on the nature 
of tAe cases advittted."^ The mortality in the Edinburgh and in other 
uniilar metropolitan hospitals is always greatly increased by the noin- 
bera of very fatal or altogether incurable diseases which they find it 
Uieir duty to admit ; while in a small hospital, such as Fleischmann's, 

' Mcdicul niid Surgical JoHrnnl, No. 158. 
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I'vhere the itdmisaions, selectiuns, and dismissions of patients, are 

ottirvlv nnd solely under lits iHvn control and direction, the correa- 

■|»»dinf{ ^cnerul inortulitr may be, and, as we can prove, is, im- 

■meosely diminished by adniilting comparatively few or no examples 

Eef these necessarily very fatid or incurable maladies. In a pamphlet , 

|>ublishetl at Leipsic in 1831 , and entitled, *' A Word of Warning i 

mall Sick Persona," Hahnemann ascribes "hundreds and thonsandB" 

r deaths every year fi-om " coiisumjition and suppuration of the 

■lunfp," to the results of allopathic treatment. But though the pro- 

I dnction and fatality of Consnm)ition were thus, in the nn^nerous and 

I charlatanish language of Hahnemann, ascribed to the old school of , 

) physic, his homoeopatlilc followers have usually, as far as possible. 

Warily avoided any attempt to cure such cases, or have taken care at 

least not, to damage their statistics by admitting too many cases of 

tliis malady into their hospitals.' Thus, while among the 6369 

Edinburgh Hospital cases, 2T6 were patients labouring under con- * 

I gumption, only 98 consumptive cases occur among the 6501 in- 

\ dtviduals admitted into Fleischmann's Homoeopathic Hospital. — The 

■ feet holds true of other similar diseases. Thus, out of the 

I respective 6000 and odd patients admitted into the General Hospital 

I <rf Edinburgh and the Homoeopathic Hospital of Vienna, there were 

I of palsies, 103 cases at Edinburgh, 5 ordy at Vienna; of organic 

1 disease of the heart, 159 cases at Edinburgh, 15 only at Vienna; 

I of organic disease of the liver, 33 cases at Edinburgh, 1 only at 

I Vienna ; of Bright's disease of the kidney, 82 at Edinburgh, none 

I at Vienna; of diabetes mellitus, 17 cases at Edinburgh, none at 



' We see enough, and far iqdt 
I of FleischmaDD's "great reauli 
I iWmpuisoD ; for other Iiohkbc 
I example, in regard to pulmooar 
r declared that tie doea not bellei 



e tiiaD eoougb, io Ibia chapter, to donbt tbe accuracy 
u." But ie Fleischmann is inaccurale, it i» onlj bj 
ipaibic rplnins ore not even bo honest as his. For 
7 consumption or phthisis, Fleischmuin baa pnbliclji 
that honiu::oputhy has any drug or drugs wbicb ci 



I this dieeaee, or even perhaps succeed in relBvding its progress. {Jojcmal of 
luropalhg, vol. ii. p. 31.) Yet the Munich honnenpatbic returns report tiiirlem 
a uf conHumptioD "caied," out of nineteen treated. (i6i*<f, vol. v.f. 110.) And Mr 
Sampnon, in a, work on honK^opath;, pubiiahed a few jearti ago " under (he supei- 
intendence of the English HonxEopathic Societj," reports 75 '■cares" ut phthisis 
amoDg the out-patients of the London Homc^opatblc Institution ! ^^Clmc!se Viema of 
IIoiiiiBopolhi/, p. 71.) In speaking of these stutistics of Mr Sampson, the Editors 
of the Diitish Journal of HumiHtpalhy, protest that such an " attempt to proTH too 
much is injurions to an; cause, however just and righteous." And, 1 opine, the 
same remark might ht: quite tral; applied by the same Editors to all the homico- 
stalistics hitherto pubilshcd. Sea an inslaneu of tlioir own tendencies in 
\ line, in our foot note, p. 107. 
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Vienna; of internal aneurisms, 18 cases at Edinlmrgh, 1 at Vienna; 
of caries and necrosis, 57 cases at Edinbuvfjli, 6 at Vienna ; of 
malignant fcancerous) tumours, 55 cases at Edinburgh,' none at 
Vienna ; of other tumours, 36 cases at Edinburgh, none at Vienna ; 
and so on. 

Though we may well doubt the honesty, we cannot doubt the 
prudence, of rieischmann excluding, as far as possible, from hia 
hospitai-beds instances of these more fatal and formidable human 
maladies. Their rejection, however, or admission, necessarily makes 
an enormous difference in any hospital returns. When cases which 
incurable, or which lead naturally to a fatal tennination, are 
admitted into an hospital in considerable numbers," the general or 
average mortality returns of that hospital ai*e, as shown by Mr 
Tiionison in the paper referred to, increased and heightened in a 
proportional degree. To show this fact in relation to various hospitals, 
and the importance of the fact as itself altering immensely the mor- 
tality cypher, or amount of the deaths from different institutions, 
Mr Thomson takes from vaiious official reports the number of 
admissions and deaths of cases of five forms of disease, viz., — 
(1) pulmonary consumption or phthisis; (2) organic disease of the 
heart; (3) aneurism of the large vessels; (4) organic disease of the 
kidneys; and (5) organic diseases of the stomach; and he proves 
the differences in the general mortality of different hospitals to be 
awayed, in a great measure, by the proportion of patients affected 
with t/iese five diseases or classes of disease. Let us apply the same 
test to our comparison between the nature and severity of the 600O 
and odd cases respectively admitted into the Edinburgh Hospital 
and the Vienna Homoeopathic Hospital. 

Of these five diseases, 120 cases were admitted by Fleischmann 
among liis 6524 patients ; or, in other words, such maladies were 

imitted into his hospital in the proportion of Ifg per cent. Of 
same five diseases, 548 cases were admitted into the Edinburgh 



Mr 8»inpa0D in his " Concise View of Homiropalhy" reports under Ihe Btrange 
>lDH.Igaiiiation of " cutaneous clraeBaes, schirrous, and cinceroua afTectioog," 179 cases 
Ireat^d at tbe HomiBopatliii^ iDatitullon, Lonilon, or these 179 '■ cutaneous, 
sebirrous, and cancerous affections," 9Q (be elates) were ■' cured," and I died 1 In 
reviewing liis work, the Editors of the Jouma/ of Homicopnthy obacrve, " Mr 
Ssmpsan U evident]; a man of great abilities, hia style is clear, and bis itat gnat ; " 
far too great, we fear, to allow any degree of belief whatever to be attached to his 
aod eridenco, by an; man who hu the HJightest knowledge of medical 
of medical statistics. 
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' Infirmary amonf; tiSGtt patients ; or in otiier words, such tnaladiel^l 

. wore admitteil into the Infirmary in the jn-oportion of 10 per cent.,1 

I In the Vienna Hospital, 1 in every 54 patieiitB was at the time of I 

I lulmission tlie snhject of one or other of these five dangerous andl 

I incurable affi-'ctioim ; on the other liaiiil, in the Eilinburjih Hospital^l 

[ 1 in every 10 patients vtae, at the time of admission, the subject oSm 

one or otlier of these hopeless maladies. A^ain, in the EdinbnrgbJ 

Uospilat, BlS in other larire general hospitals, the annual mortalit^fl 

is more or less increased by the admission of cases of external in-'fl 

jury, and by the deaths that so often ensue in tliese cases. Araongw 

the 6000 cases admitted into Fleischmann'a Hospital, I find only 52'l 

cases of external injury admitted — namely, 34 cases of wounds,-^ 

evidently alt of a slight kind, as all the patients recovered ; and ISfl 

cases of bnriis, of whom 2 died. But, on the contrary, among thev 

corresponding 6000 cases admitted into the Edinburgh Intimiarjvl 

there were no less than 641 cases of external injury, and of thea«a 

69 died, making as much as about 9 per cent, of all the mortality^ 

! Of the 6000 cases in the Edlnburgii Infirmary, 150 were the sub'l 

jects, when in hospital, of some of the "principal operations" in I 

surgery ; and of tliese 32 died. Dr Fleischmann's 6000 cases do not ■ 

inclnde the results of any surgi(;al operations. I 

Secondly, while tlie mortality among the patients in any hospital, fl 

and altogether independently of treatment, may be easily diminisbect I 

by thus excluding from its wards the more fatal and incurable type»-a 

of disease, the same object (of an apparent small mortality among its I 

inmates) may be in any instance further greatly prevented by onbf I 

admitting, on the other band, into its beds, patients suffering. ■ 

under the milder and slighter forms of disease, such forms as are I 

readily and constantly curable by rest, regimen, diet, and the via I 

medicatrix. Tlie slightest comparison in this respect between the I 

I 6000 cases in the Homeopathic Hospital of Vienna and the 6000'J 

cases in the Edinburgh Infirmarv, broadly and glaringly shows th« ■ 

immense advantage that Dr Fleischniann has gained for his retum3>l 

from this circumstance, vin., the mild and non-fktal character of the I 

affections admitted by him.' Tims, while among the 6000 Edin- I 

' Speaking of hia peraonal obserratiou of the kindand leverit; of the csaeB treated 1 

in Dr Fleischmaiin'a Hospital, Dr liouth observes, " I can hone^tl; affirm that tlie I 

BerioliB cases are few and foe between ; the niildi^r cases, on the contrary, of frequent I 

occurrence," " 1 remember (says he) baving unce seea a young lad admitted into I 

Fleischmann's Hospital for simple headache. On the visit the next daj he was well, I 

and yet had nnl seen any physician or been prcscriijcd for. Yet, on his visit, ilie j 



STILL 8StALLF.lt SrORTALITY IN BRITIBtl HOSPITALS. 



101 



1 



turgh Hospital cases, we have 34 cases of that non-fatal disease, — 
inflamed sore throat, or cynanclte tonsillaris; among the 6000 Vienna 
Homceopathic cases there are no less than 301 cases of this affection. 
In the Edinburgh returns there are 2 cases, and in the Vienna 
. returns 110 cases, of chicken-pox; in Ediiihurgh, 1 case of herpes 
I or tetter, iu Vienna 20 cases ; 48 cases of chlorosis and araenorrhcEa 
at Edinburgh, and 90 at Vienna ; 37 cases of headache at Edin- 
burgh, 61 at Vienna ; 52 cases of influenza at Vienna, none in the" 
Edinburgh returns ; and so on. "There are" — (says Dr Balfour, 
when speaking of tlie class of patients whom he saw and watched in 
Fleischmann's Hospital) — " there are, I may say, hundreds of trifling 
cases admitted here, which would not have been admitted into any 
hospital in England." ' 

Seeing, then, the mode in which Dr Fleischmann's data are 
I eelected and drawn up, — cases of severe and incurable diseases, and 
fatal accidents and operations, being excluded fmm his returns, and 
e over-proportion of naturally very mild and curable affections 
being admitted into his hospital, — no one need wonder at the mor- 

itality in his returns being less than the returns of Edinburgh, and 
iMher similar hospitals, which admit all classes of cases except the 
very mild, and which, in fact, are in the habit, whenever there is a 
choice left, of selecting, on moral and charitable grounds, the more 
clamant and dangerous cases, in preference to the less severe. 
Nay, does not the return of 6 per cent, of deaths, in the class 
of cases admitted and treated by Fleischroann, show the very re- 
verae of success ? "I maintain," observes Dr Gairdner, " without 
fear of contradiction, that these homceopathic returns are not only 
without all triumph to the system, but that they cover it with 
disgrace. With such a selection of cases, they ought to have re- 
duced their mortality to a tar lower point than they have done," 
And certainly, to say the least, it was most impuhtic, on the part 
of the homoBopathists, to parade and proclaim, as they have done, 
I these returns of Fleischmann's, as "far beyond the reach of any other 

^^^^ known method of treatment," For, in fact, most of the provincial 
^^^P hospitals of Scotland and England, admitting within their walls all 
^^^B classes of applicants, and all forms of disease and injury, however 
^^^K severe and dun>{crous, have an average mortality considerably less 

^^^^V physician coiild not poes him over. A globule wu orieitiA, and do doubt in the 
^^^^F Wintul teturoe the chhc wu recorded ae a cure." — F. 39, 
^^^P ' Medical Iterlew fax IS46. vol. ixii. p. 672. 



UllJ ERROK IN NOMENCUATrKE OF C\8EH. 

tlian E'^liiisclimiuin's. Fleischniann's mortality, with his rejoctad 1 
severe organic diseases, and his selected cases of trivial aftectionsi 
amounted, as we have seen, to 6'2 per cent. Tlie Dundee Hosjiital 
has an average mortality of 5'1 per cent. ; that of Aberdeen, 4"6 
per cent, ; that of Inverness, 4-3 per cent. ; and — independently of all 
rejection and selection of cases and patients — out of thirty provincial 
hospitals in England, cited by Mr Thomson, the average mortality 
of the whole is 4-4 per cent., or less than that of Fleischmanii by 
nearly one-third. The official reports of our English military hos- 
pitals, where there is, of course, no kind of selection amongst the 
patients, is even less ; for it amounts only to about 2 per cent.' 

VI, Lastly, in reference to the comparison of homceopathic with 
other hospital returns, let na consider another and a very potent 
source of fallacy. In Dr Fleischniann's reports. An error in the 
nomenclature of the diseases returned in an hospital report, may give m 
very false appearance of success in the treatment of particular disease 
There can be little, or indeed no doubt, tliat such errors, in the natn 
ing of the diseases of their patients, have been committed by FleiscbJ 
mann and others, and that they have returned large numbers t 
particular severe diseases, as admitted and cured by them, whea 
there was every reason to believe that they had not under their c 
the number of these cases which they averred ; when the number o 
such severe diseases returned was out of all proportion with sirailat 
and milder diseases, for which, by an error in nomenclature, it v 
possible to enter them ; and when, also, the very small number < 
these simitar milder diseases, that were returned, proved that th^ 
(the milder) had been entered under the head of some more aerioia 
disease, — a fact that only becomes a greater source of fallacy iffi 
Fleischinann's re]Dorts, when actually, as we have seen, the propotfl 
tion of mild cases in his Hospital was specially and peculiarly larg< 

The remark which I have just made particularly applie. 
alleged great number of cases of acute Inflammation in the liee 
chest, and abdomen, seen in the returns of homeopathic 
pared with alUijialhic hospitals. Every physician knows how easiljfl 
an attack of neuralgic, spasmodic, or rheumatic pain, in any of thea 
parts, may be mistaken for and set down as an attack of inflamma»fl 
tion — as simple pie UHKlynia for actual pleurisy or pneumonia — head-J^ 

' The meun morlalily iu our mililaty hoapiUls "in 2 1 per tont. ; the mai 
being a.G, and ihe minimum M pec aanl."-— Mtdkat Bevian for 1853, p. 475. 
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aclie and cerebral congestion for ioflainaiation of the brain, or its 
membranes — colic tor enteritis or jieritonitis, etc. ; or how readily a 
milder disease may be returned for a more severe — as diarrhcea for 
dysentery,— -cholerine for cholera, — spurious or spasminlic croup for 
true inflammatory croup, — bronchitis for pneumonia, etc. etc 



The disease which I have last named, pneumonia, has, perhaps, 
I of all diseases, " made the most pen'erls to homoeopathy." The 
1 treatments of it, and other inflammations of the chest, are, observes 
la homoeopathic writer (Dr Mai-sdon), "the very touchstones of 
I medical skill, — the test of medical power." 

No homceopathlat can object, therefore, if we select Fneumonifi 
IS an Illustration of these last remarks, and altogether as an apposite 
criterion and evidence of the utility or inutility of infinitesimal 
I doses. And I shall, in consequence, in the way of illustration of 
\ the above observations, proceed to show, — 1st, The errora committed 
I in the homceopathtc returns, regarding the nomenclature and actual 
j number of cases of severe diseases, like this of Pneumonia, alleged 
I to be admitted into their hospitals, and entered in their returns; 
I and, 2d, To point out the actual nothingness of homteopathy In re- 
I lation to its treatment. 

Of course, if the infinitesimal globules or tinctures used by homoeo- 
pathista in cases of Pneumonia count for nothing towards the re- 
covery of their patients, people affectwl with Pneumonia should re- 
[ cover from this disease in as large numbers, without any medicinal 
I treatment, as with merely homceopathic treatment. To ascertain 
I and determine if this were the feet or not, we would require ty have a 
I means of comparing the results — Ist, Of a number of cases of Pnen- 
nonia treated by diet and regimen alone, without any medicine, and 
!d. Of a number ti-eated by diet and regimen alone, with the addition 
of the supposed appropriate Infinitesimal doses. But, in order to make 
the eompaiison perfect, the respective cases of Pneumonia, treated 
with or without homceopathic medicamenlation, would require to be 
cases In the same locality, as the disease differs in its intensity, ac- 
cording to its complications, etc.. In difTerent communities. The 
Pneumonias of the hospital patients of London and Edinburgh are, 
for example, very often dangei-ously complicated witli the co-existence 
I, of Bright's disease of the kidney, while those of Vienna are, it is said, 
Bkarely so ; ' and such a difterence would make the English disease a 
' See Dr Roalb's pamphlet, p. 19, for iu rnrily at Vieniia. 
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for more severe und fatal malady than tlie Austrian. The case 
rompared ahould also be reported with eqca! fidelity, as regards tli« 
favourable or the fatal results. And, lastly, it would be necess 
to fix tiie fact tliat tlie wume Pneumonia ehonld be applied always t 
the same auction ; and cases of brondiitii;, and oilier diseases, mor 
or less resembling Pneumonia, should not be returned as cases oH 
Pneumonia.' 

We have to some extent tbe means of making sucli a comparisonl 
by contrasting the hospital returns of Dietl at Vienna, who lately I 
treated 189 cases of pneumonia by diet and regimen alone, witb'l 
the hospital returns of Fleischuiann in the same population, who^ 
treated bis cases of pneumonia by diet and regimen, and the ad-M 
diHon of infinitesimal doses. So far tbe comparison holds good. Andlfl 
tet us make it, though we have, as I shall sliow immediately, good-l 
reason for believing that in relation to some of the requisite condi^j 
tions, Fleischmanu's cases are egregiously in fault; that he entere(£l 
eases of bronchitis as cases of pneumonia ; and, what is still mora 
reprehensible, that he did not return all the deaths that occurredl 
among his pneumonia patients as deaths from that disease. 

In his official i-eports Fleischmann states that he has treated 53SV 
cases of pneumonia in his Homceopathic Hospital ; that 508 of thesttl 
patients were cured and twenty-eight died ; or that the mortality* 
amounted to 1 death in 17 cases, or to 5 per cent. The Homoeoafl 
pathie Hospital returns from Leipsic and Kremzier give a highn 
mortality in pneumonia than these from Vienna, and show a larger J 
mortality, viz., a mortality of 13 per cent, at Leipsic and 15 j 
cent, at Kremzier, instead of the 5 per cent, of Fleischmann atl 
Vienna. But as I have stated above, let us take Fleischmann'%j 
though the most favourable to homoeopathy, because we have froiOW 
Dietl, Physician to the Wieden Hospital at Vienna, the means c 



'Most pathologists will alao, I beliere, grant that it would not be proper to ( 
wder the resulta of pueumonia, etc, as aeen under different types at iJifTerent (i 
Diseased action aeemu to vary in its character at different periods, folloiviog appar- 
ently some kind of cyckt course. InHammatory and other diaeaaes do not require at 
present the amount of bleedlnp, leecliings, etc,, applied to the same affections some 
thirty or forty years ago. At the present time we rarely see cases of fever, scarla- 
tina, etc., such as were often obBsrvod by the physicians of these times, with the leu 
peralure of the ann-pits or month increased to 104°, 105", or 106° of Fahrenheit. Bi 
Tpiblj and probably, the same diseases will again come betimes to show the san 

'aaunlar activity, and again demand more depliJlinp mcusiiri'S than ai 

present in their ircatment. 
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Mtrtially comparing the mortality from pneumonia under homceo- 
Mtthic treatment, with Dietl's mortality from pneumonia under the 
ixpectant method, among the same population, viz., that of Vienna. 
The following table shows the results in Pneumonia in these two 
Vienna hospitals, as ohtained by Fleischmann when using horaoeo- 
>athic medicines, and by Dietl when usinj; no medicines whatevei':— 

TABLE OF RESULTS OF PNEUMONIA AT VIENNA. 



1 Ho. of 
: Cases. 


No. of 
DeBths. 


ProiKirtiou 
of Deaths. 


Per Ceuta^ 
ofDeuths, 


ment j 

Dietrs HoBpital with no J 
medical treatment J 


S38 


28 
14 


linlT 
1 in 13 


5 in 100 
7 in 100 



In this return it may at first sight, and to those unacquainted 

Tvith the special circumstances, appear that the advantage is in 

favour of homtcopathic treatment, and that the homceopatiiic drug 

diminished the mortality from 7 to 5 per cent, ; or from 1 death in 

asfw — the result when no medicine was given, to 1 death in 17 

leases— the result when infinitesimal doses of homoeopathic medicine 

P-were used. 

But unfortunately for the truth of homtsopathy and the veracity 
r of homceopathists, sufficient evidence exists to prove,— 



1st, That in every human probability the alleged 53S cases of 
I pneumonia returned by Fleischmann were by no means all of them 
s of pneumonia, such aa wo understand that term in common 
^snedical language, but that a considerable if not a large propor- 
Ktion of them were instances of the milder inflammatory disease 
■Bronchitis ; and, 

2d, Even if it were granted that the total number of the cases of 
I pneumonia reported by Flciscbmann were correct, there is sutBcient 
L evidence to show that his ofticial return of the number of deaths in 
■ those cases is incori'ect and understated. 

The proof of Fleischmann's alleged cases of pneumonia being 
lnot all cases of genuine pneumonia amounts to this : Pneumonia 

1' inrtanimation of the suhetimce and minute cells of the lungs) is 



HRONCUITIS, ETC., BNTEKKU AS PNECMUMA. 

1 in practice, und |)articnlarly if auscultation in nut sutticientt| 
attended to, confounded with, and mistaken tor, that much miltU 
and more common disease Bronchitis (or inflammation of the linini 
membrane of the hronchiai tubes of the lungs). In the ^ner* 
Allopathic Hospital of Vienna the cases of bronchitis admitto 
average about 7 per cent, of all the diseases ; the cases of pneumonia 
average about 2 per cent. These results {rive us then the relative 
average propoition at Vienna of cases of bronchitis and pneum 
requiring or seeking admission into hospital. But in Fleischmann!^ 
Homoiopathic Hospital at Vienna, the cases of bronchitis reportBB 
as admitted, are not 7 in the 100, for they do not reach 1 |ter cent.J 
while the cases of Pneumonia reported as admitted, instead of beiiu 
S per cent, of the whole, are returned as 4J per cent, of the whole^ 
" The review (says Dr Routh) of these facta admits hut one of twi 
inferences, — the cases are either picked out or selected, or the dia^ 
jiosis is wrong," — cases of the milder disease, bronchitis, beinj 
otBcially returned as cases of the more sevei'e and dangerous disi 
Pneumonia, 

But, secondly, even sujjposing, for the sake of argument, thd 
Fleischmann had not fallen into the error, which his statistics indial 
cate, of entering eases of the milder disease, bronchitis, for t 
of the severer disease. Pneumonia, and that his nomenclature a 
diagnosis of his 538 cases were correct, — still we know that ] 
statistical statements of the results of his treatment in Pneumonia 
are not to be depended upon. In evidence of this, we may conteon 
ourselves with stating one single uncontradicted fact. The EnglisM 
physician who has hitherto studied longest, I believe, in Fleisch- 
mann's Hospital, is Dr Balfour. During the three months of MayJ 
June, and July 1846, Dr Balfour diligently and zealously attended 
Fleischmann's hospital practice ; took regular notes of all the r 
interesting cases ; and has published, among others, the histories 
nineteen cases of pneumonia which he watched under treatment i 
the hospital during that time. Of these nineteen cases 
m on i a, three died, or 1 patient in 6; or about 15 per cent. Drj 
Balfour has published the details of these three fatal cases amongsftB 
the others which he has i-eporte<i. The name of the disease in thesffil 
three cases was written upon the board at the top of each patient's 1 
bed by Fleischmann with his own hand, — a practice he does not I 
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C OF FLEIBCHMANN 8 DEATHS. 



1 



follow ill ull cases, and never till after fully satisfying himself of tlit 
f nature and character of the disease. Among these nineteen cases, 
Itiien, of pneumonia, occurring in Fleischmann's hospital practice 
iduiing the three months. May, June, and July of 1846, three died, 
in every 6^. But when Fleischmann published his ofRciol 
Stomceopathic rejMirt of the hospital for the whole twelve months of 
' that year (1846), though he returned sixty-four cases of pneumonia 
s having been under treatment in his wards during these twelve 
I inontlia, he returned the cases of death from this disease as amounting 

^^^H dunng that time only to two. Dr Balfour saw, I repeat, three patients 
^^^Kdie of pneumonia under Fleiaclim aim's care, in May, June, and July 
^^^B!I,846; and Fleischmann officially returned and reported only two 
^^^Hw dying of pneumonia during the whole twelve months of the same 
^^Ryear 1846.' 

^^^V It would be painful to speak of such a deliberate and glaring 
^^^^ atatistical mis-stateuient, were it not in the highest degree probable 
that this ofBcial return is only a specimen of the incorrectness of the 
i wbole ; and were it not true also, that these disingenuous returns have 

^^^B been ofiien ostentatiously pressed upon the public of this and other 
^^^Bi»untries, as a reason w/ii/ rational men should peril the lives of them- 
^^^Htelves and others, by trusting, in acute disease, to the inanities and 
^^^Hliothingness of homoeopathy.* Dr Balfour states his conviction, that 
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Sne Monthly Journal of Medical Science for February ]B4g, p. 624. 
There ia a slriking aud instructive episode connected with the avermeDt made 
by Flaisohmann, that in 1S46 he only loal tiro palienis io bis wards from paeumonia. 
To SBTQ the credit of the alleged gnccem nf hoixi(Ei>pathy in pnenmonia, the Editors 
of the Britiub Journal of UoDKeopathy, in reviewing the Viunns cases watched ftnd 
reported upou hy Dr Balfour, and apparenily unaware of being preceded in their 
.ica by Fleischmann himseir, attempted to deny that one of the iJirte fatal ciuu 
1 and recorded by Dr Bftlfour was a cane of pneumonia. The Editors remark, — 
Dr Balfour saw nineteen cases of paeumonia. He observesi ' These autea of 
pneumonia give an average of twenty-four, an average treatment of 126 days, and 
mortality of 15 per cent. ; three out of the nineteen having died. Skodft'H cases of 
pneumonia, during the same time, amount to fortj-Gve, his deaths to three ; giving 
an average of fl*6 per ceut." This oomparison, we think, ia incorrect, as we cannot 
oonsider Case VI. to bave been a case of pneumonia nl all; which being omitted, 
there would be eighteen cases, and two deaths; or ll'l per cent."— (Vol. y. p. 92.) 

Dr Balfonc ansures me ihat this case (No. VI. In hia report of ibe caaea of pneu- 
nonia) was mo^t unmiatulceably marked as an instance of that disease; and W8«, 
U already stated, irritlcn down as such on the patient's boanl by Fleischmann him- 
Klf. Dr Balfour's published report explicitly mentions, Chat the patient had pain 
'In breathing. ^ — rusty blooil-Bteined expectoration, — the percu)i>iion on the ri[jht side 
dull, as high aa the cenlre of the mammary and licnpular spaces, — that over 
dull spaces ihe respiration waa bruichial, and elsewhere veeicular, etc.; all 



IU8 ILEIriClIM ANN'S CtJHt:S, STATI8TICALLV DOUBTFn.. 

tLe secret uf Ftcischmann'a seeming success, as given in hia official 
reports, lies in the fact of the adniiasion and dismissal of pati^nU 
from his hospital being entirely uncontrolled ; and there being t 
check on the proper and honest nomenclature even of the disease 
of his patients.' The very existence, as has been already stated, o 
Fleischmann's Hospital depended for a time (and perhaps does a 
still) upon his mortality tables showing an amount of mortalitjffl 
which shall be considered sufficiently favourable by the AuatriaaJ 
Government ; and cousequently, he is under no ordinary temptatfl 
tion to admit only mild and curable cases; to report as cured^l 
cases which may not be so ; ' to hasten the demission of thft, 

of tbero forming amplj concluaivc evidence that the dj^esse wan pneumonia ; 
tlied on the Ihird doj after adruiBsion. (See Br Forbes' Reviev, vol. xxii. p. 584i:l 
and also vol. xxiii. p. 611.) la it nut truly aignillcant, and Id itself, porlentousljrj 
luapicious, to Hnd Dr Fleiscbmann and his British booKsopatliic brethren trying, — 
and both in the eame way, — to change the statistics of these iineumonia casen, in ' 
OFder to make Ibcm apparent!;/ conrorm to the alleged success which bomicop&thiats 
have had in the treatment of ibia diaeasa ? Wheo we find two writern, independently 
of each otber, tboe adopting the same improper tiictics, regarding the siime casea, doa 
il not show that these tactics are a part of the general system of their medical og 
»talj»tical creed ? 

' "I feel cnnvitiued (says he) that the secret of Dr Fleiaohmftnii's great aeemincj 
success, lies in the fact of the admisBionB and demissions being entirely uocontrolled^fl 
and there being no check on the diagnosis. Hartly otlier than well-marked c 
have their diagnosis written on the board at their bed-head ; the others being leftl 
blank, and entered in bia book, of course, as he pleases. . . . The whole procei 
of the adtnission and discharge of patients is mysterioua. . . . Many cases, no| 
improving, or apparently not likely to improve, are got rid of very summorilj." 
(Mediea! Reciew, vol. xxii. p. 673.) 

- The proportion of cubes among all the patients and cases admitted ii 
Bomccopalhic Hospital, auii retarned statistically by Fleischmann, affords nu' 
and intrinsic evidence of the whale character of his Hospital Reports. " 
record of a death (observes Dr Qairdner) it ia impossible to show any bias, or 
way to deviate from accuracy, wilbont gross falsehood, or coneapondingly great ri. 
of detection. But in the column of Cures, in this hospital, may be read the character 
of the whole of its records. The alleged cures in the Vienna Homo»pathtc Hospital 
are 92 per cent, of the whole casea; and, as the deaths are 6*35 per cent., it (bllnwa, 
that there is actually scarcelif any niedmm betteeen death and care ! To any one who 
knows what hospital cases are, or should ho, this simple statement proves rather 
more than was intended. Compare it with the returns of any hospital which has no 
system to support, — I choose Dmnfriea, simply becaase its mortality is identical with 
that of Fleiachmann's Hospiial: — 

"Fleischmann's Hospital 92- 6-26 

Damfriea „ 7B-(ia e'36 

"Alas for the 'vaulling umbiiion that u'erleaps itself,' and falla on iho other 
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lore acute caaea ; ' and, for the sake and spread of homoDo- 
wthj, to magnify the sncceas of his results in the treatment 
that (avourite acute disease of the homosopathista — Pneu- 
monia.' 

'tnilli and prob&biUt<f ! In gtrsiDiDg everj nerve after this iilenl and fiutitionE ratiu of 
Dr FlHisehmann nntuckily forgot (he following uglj dilennna : If, from the 
excellence of his art, or any othi^r cause, be was enabled to core 16 per cent, more 
than Dumrriei!, why was his skill nut equally effeulive in reducing [be mortality! 
There eau bu only two answers to this queation, and we maj give tbe homorapatbieta 
their choice of them. Eillier the cases were really curable in enurtnoua proportion, 
and the homifapailiic art is respoaoible for a mortality which must be cottaidsred, 
nndcr Ibeae circumstancoa, quite appalling; or tbe klleged curea are a mockery and 
a delusion, inconsistent with natnre and fact, and cunningly drex^cd up for the on- 
discriminuting wonder of the multitude." — {Medical Tima aad Gazette for April B, 
p. MS.) 

' " Of comparatively trifling canes, man; (abservuH Dr Balfour) remun far weeks, 
nay, months, in (Fleischmann'a) Hospital; while more acute or more interesting 
cases are hurried out too often with the cure incomplete. . . . Borne of the fol- 
lowing cases will be found to have been discharged too early, to rnable ns to be 
positive as to the ultimata result. ... 1 hare seen one patient refused admittance, 
and that, too, the very day after hia diaebarge, without any sery good obvious reason. 
It waa a boy, with effusion into tbe right pleura, following acarlatina, which he bad 
gone through at home. There was also a general anasarcous state of the bddy, 
which speedily disappeared, but the chief complaint remained obstinate; and, aftel 
thirty-three days' treatment with bryania, the 2d diiution, four times daily, be was 
dismissed but alighily improved. This boy was denied admission, when be applied 
the following' day on account of return of peiu in the cheal, — not certainly for want 
of room, as his bed was empty for days afterwards. This is not the only etfusion into 
tbe chest which has been dismissed unimproved during the period of my observations; 
yet this scarcely agrees with Fleiscbmano's returns, as, out of twelve with exudation 
in the pleura, occurring during ten years, he bus, he says, atred all but three, who 
died. And a physician of the General (Allopathie) Hospital has assured me, that 
many such caaea, dismissed by Dr Fleischmann, and subsequently refused admission, 
have applied to him for relief." — (^Dr Balfour's liepori on Homitopacliic Trealrncttt in 
Dr FlaschraoHn's Ho^ilal, Vienna. Medical Review, vol. xxii. p. 572.) 

' As showing wbat may readily be effected in the way of obtaining apparently 
iful statistical results in the ireatmenl of pneumonia, by a selection of parti- 
Dr BouCh cites the following fortunate results in tbe 
"practice of different observers: — " Id 1824, Ijiennec did not lose one pneumonia 
In 1825, out of 2S pneumonia cases, simple or double, with or without plearisy, 
only died, and this an old man of seventy. Id 1825, out of 34 cases, S died; 
two females brought in arlicHlo mortit, and an old man Hbove seventy. Altogelber, 
I«ennec coucludoi, that out of 57 pneumoDias, he in reality lost but two patienu 
above seventy. Lotus lost, out of 20 cases, 3 patients, all from sixty to seventy. In 
1831-2, Trousaean lost 2 patients out of 58. None of these were bled in the hospital, 
but live had been so before admission. Since that period, owing to a change of tj'~ 
he had not been so successful. Professor Bang, out of 5-1 cases of poeumonia 
•I Coprnliagen, lost only 2. These were generally bled at the onset. Dr Wol/ 
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These statements are, I believe, sufficient to show to any unpre* 
jucliced mind, that little, or indeed no dependence, can be placed upon 
statistics like FJeischniann's ; and, at the same time, they prove how 
truly negative and inefficacions honiceopathic practice actually is, 
even in the treatment of that acute disease where homreopathistB J 
boast most of their success, viz. in Pneumonia. Passing, howeverJ 
from these considerations regarding the question of the effect — arm 
rather, total want of effect — of homreopathy ii) the treatment of ■ 
pneumonia, let me proceed very briefly to adduce a few additionalT 
remarks and facts, in evidence of the beneficial agency of propepj 
and early ordinary (allopathic) medical treatment, in modifying (1)^1 
the severity of the symptoms, (2) the length of the attacks, and (3)"f 
the actual fatality of this same disease — piienmonia. 

These observations may be stated as follows : — 

FHrst, The principal symptoms of pneumonia yield earlier, or are I 
shorter in their duration, in cases submitted to venesection and ] 
appropriate treatment, than in cases left to nature alone, or merely 1 
"expectant treatment." Thus Dr Forbes (vol. xiii. p. 403) has^B 
shown, in his review of Grisolle's work on Pneumonia, that in com- 
paring together cases of the disease treated on the expectant ( 
non-medicinal plan, and similar cases treated by bleeding, etc., — tha J 
following were the results : — 

1. The characterietic expectoration of pneumonia ceased before 
the end of the sixth day, or about forty-eight hours after venesectionn^ 
in the thirteen cases treated by bleeding, etc. ; while it continnedfl 
to the ninth day in the eleven cases whicli were treated on thel 
expectant method. 

2. The attendant pain in the side was invariably relieved by j 
bleeding, and disappeared, on the average, on the eighth day, in 
those treated by the usual antiphlogistic means ; whilst, on thdJ 
average, the same aj-mptom did not disappear till the fifteenth day,l 
in cases which he treated on the expectant method. 

not lose an; out of 10 eesas (GrisoUe). Out of 75 cosea tieated by Bouilkud, re- ] 
cover; was observed as follows: 55 coses of single pneumonia, 2 died ; 16 casta of J 
double, 11 died. Mr Husson, out of 43 cases, bleeding eech patient from 
liiaes, lost onl; 3 cases. GriaoUe collected 44, for tbe most part sCTcre, — in i cases 
the pneumonia was double ; 6 only died. Tlia fatal cases occurred among weakened 
individuals, who were generally above fifty years old. Were I to imitate in this 

ipilHtion the homoeopaths, I could conclude I bad collected some 300 eases, with 

lortaliiy of about 3 per cent."— (HoufA's FallnHes, p. 58.) 
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» 3- The accompanying fever ceased on the seventh day in the cases 
1 by bleeding, etc. ; white it did not cease till the tenth in 
gioae treated on the expcctiint method. 

I 4, The ameullatory phenomena began to decrease from the cessa- 
bn of the fever on the seventh day, in those treated by bleeding, 
1 while they did not begin to decrease till about the end of the 
Kond week in those treated on the expectant method. 

I Secondly, Inflammation of the lungs or pneumonia is shorter in 
s duration in proportion ai* the disease is submitted earlier to proper 
laedical treatment. 

In Grisolle's cases, convalescence commenced on the 7th or 8th 

Hay when the disease was treated antiph logistical I y, and according 

D the usual method; convalescence did not commence till the 11th 

ifl)r 12th day in the cases treated by him on the " expectant" metliod. 

yn an average the affected lung was completely penneable (as as- 

tertained by the stetlioscope) on the 12th day in the cases treated 

jr bleeding and the ordinary medicines ; whilst the affected lungs 

|rere still more or less impermeable up to the 22d or 30th day in the 

Wtienta treated on tlie expectant method. 

M. Teasier, a honioeopathist, has published an account of forty-one 

a of pneumonia treated by him in hospital. Of these forty-one 

Bcaaes, three died, or 1 in 13, or about 7 per cent.; other three, 

■however, died of phthisis and erysipelas before they left the hospital.' 

But " these three (observes Dr Eouth), would have been returned 

e fttal cases in an allopathic hospital." Six of the cases had been 

Mted by the usual antiphlogistic or allopathic means, bleeding, 

btc, etc., before they were admitted under M. Tessier's hospital care. 

The results of the difference between the cases treated thus, 

Wso allopathically, and those treated exclusively homoiopalhically, 

were as follows : — In the first class (with allopathic treatment befi;)re 

admission), ciinvalcacenca on an average was established on the toith 

day after admission, and the total average residence of each patient 

' If we exclude [be csbea trealtd ullopathivally, and confins tbe erinraeration 
I ttricilj to IhoBB cases of pneumonia treated hcimitopathiciilly bj TcBsier, and Omr 
\ tMQlta, then (jbjs Dr Roatb), " (he forty-one caaea with three deatba, should in 
realitj be considered as tbirty-fire caaea witb five deaths, u mortatit; of I in 7, or 
14'S pet cent." Besidea, it appeara from M. Teaaier's return tbat in these pneumo- 
nia cuea, Che propoc^on of complicated and secondary to uncomplicated and Idio- 
ptlbic casea of the diseaae wa.-i In his uarda only 17 per cent., instead of being 50 
kycr cent, as is the usual Brera(;c In allopatbic hospitalH. 
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in hospital was geventeen days. In the second class (with excluaivf 
homfEupathic treatment), convnltacenee on an average was estab- 
lished on the foiirteeulli day after admission, and the average i 
dence of each patient in hospital was titenty-nine days. The diffeB- 
ence was stil! more striking when the patient was treated allopath^ 
cally only in the disease, and sent into the hospital in the first staf 
of the pneumonia. For in those treated allopathically and after 
wards admitted when still in the first stajjeof theinflmnmation, ci 
valescence on an averajje was established on the ninth day ; and tlie? 
total average residence of each snch patient in the hospital wasthir- I 
teen days ; while of those admitted into hospital in the first stage of 
the inflammation, and who were thus treated exclusively homcEo- 
pathicalty, convalescence on an average was not established till the 
twentieth day, and the total average duration of each such patienti 
in hospital was thirty-two days. 

Thirdly, The beneficial effects of appropriate medical treatment ii 
pneumonia may be still fvui^her proved, by looking to the infiuencel 
which it exerts over the mortaltti/ attendant upon the disease, and'l 
the way in which this influence is modified, according as the dise 
is submitted earlier or later in its progress to the treatment in qnea-B 
tioD. 

The mortality attendant upon pneumonia becomes less and less ioM 
proportion as the disease is submitted earlier and earlier to prop* 
medical treatment. In Grisolle's hospital cases, the mortality waf9 
as high as 1 in 3 when the patient had been ill seven days or i 
before admission to the hospital. But it was reduced so, that— 

It was I in 4 when the patient had been i!l 6 Jajs before admission. 

It VBS 1 in 6 ... ... 5 dajs before admission. 

It was I in 8 ... ... 4 dajs before admission. 

Itwas 1 in 13 ... ... 3 days before ftdinisaon. 

The mortality was diminished in proportion to the previous datfl 
and duration of the disease at which the patients came under medical« 
treatment ; it was increased in proportion as the patients were morej 
and more slow in being subjected to the appropriate remedial means ;^ 
the mortality attendant upon pneumonia becoming comparatively 
small when the disease is both early and properly treated. Inflam- 
mation of the lungs occurs often among our soldiers and sailors ; 
and when it does so, the invalid is not only in general early sub- J 
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FTOittetl to iippropi'iate medical treatment, but the sex and age 
the patient are favourable for recovery, and the whole success of the 
treatment is sulficieiitly striking. We bave the results of the " allo- 
pathic" treatment of pueumonia In these two services published in 
\ the official reports of the British Government, the accuracy of which 
S beyond any possibility of doubt. 
The official Army returns show 12,271 cases of pneumonia amoug 
■the British troops stationed at Gibraltar, Malta, Ionian Islands, Ber- 
Imudas, Canada, Cape, Mauritius, and St Helena. Out of these 
112,271 patients attacked with inflammation of the lungs, 413 died ; 
a other words, 1 in every 29 cases of the disease was fatal ; or 
I about 3 in every 100. Out of above 2000 cases of pnemnonia at 
I Gibraltar, only 1 in 45 proved fatal ; or about 2 in every 100 at- 
I tacked with this disease. 

The official Navy retiu-ns show 3,099 cases of pneumonia among 
the sailors in our fleets when stationed at the Cape, in South 
America, the Mediterranean, etc. Out of these 3,099 patients at- 
tacked with inflammation of the lungs, 136 died; or, in other words, 
) 1 in every 23 Ciises of the disease was fatal ; or about 4 in every 

^^^LlOO. Out of 295 cases of pneumonia in the ships placed on the 
^^^K South American stations, only 1 in 59 died ; or less than 2 in every 
^^^B 100 attacked with this disease died. 

^^^B Before passing from the consideration of the preceding mstance 
J^^F of acute disease — pneumonia — let me adduce it as an example con- 
f tradicting in the most explicit manner one of Hahnemann's charac- 

teristic broad asseverations and tenets. 
I We have seen that in the Wieden Hospital at Vienna, under 

Dietl, cases of pneumonia recovered— all circumstances considered — 
in as great proportion at least under no medical treatment whatever, 
as they did in Flei sell man n's Hospital of the Sisters of Charity at 
Vienna under homceopathic treatment. 

But in his Organon Halmemann denounced the spontaneous 
recovery of patients under acute diseases as impossible, or next to 
impossible. " If to the organism alone (he observes) is left the 
task of overcoming, by its own forces and without external aid, a 
disease newly contracted, we then witness nought but painful, 
often dangerous, efFoila of Nature, to save the individual at what- 
ever cost, which often terminate in extinction of the earthly exists 
ence, in death" — {p. 27.) " Crude, instinctive Nature is (he main- 
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Uinsj in her efforts barely sutceasiul even in the slighter cases ( 
acute disease;" and bo likens the effects gf "the unreasoning 
life-preaerving power, when left to itself in diseasea," to tlie prac- 
tices of the legitimate school of physic, " These selt^ding opera- 
tions (he remftrkfl, p. 28) of the vital force for the removal of a 
acute disease, performed onli/ in obedience to the laws ot t 
life, and not guided by the reflexion of an intellect, are at thi 
most but a spedet 0/ allopatfiy ;" for " Nature requires the aid fl 
horaowpathy to perform a safe cure" — (p. 65.) It is needless t 
say how truthless these observations are ; but at the same t 
18 safSciently amusing to mark the reckless and nnscrupuloM 
abuse with which Hahnemann here and elsewhere publicly declaim 
to Ids patients and pupils ugauist the conservative, " unreasoning,*^ 
efforts of Nature, and the self-aiding allopathy-like operations of the 
vii viedicalrie (his own important and iTidispensable ally) in cases 
of disease. We have already seen (p. 17) how different his private 
opinion was ; but to confess that opinion [mblicly would have £ 
ploded and destroyed in a great measure the whole statistical " e: 
perience " and evidence in favour of homceopathy. 

In addition, I may here observe, that Hahnemann finther p 
fesses in his Ovganon, to entertain tlie same poor opinion of the s 
tive effects of Nature in the euro also of chronic affections. " Ever 
thing (he states), that crude Nature does to relieve itself in diseaa 
in those of an acute, but especially those of a chronic kind, is e»i 
tremely imperfect, and even actual disease" — (p. 39)- He 
as we have already stated (p. 24), that a large proportion — abonj 
seven out of every eight — of all chronic diseases was the 
itch ; and asserted that before his discovery of the itch-origin 1 
chronic diseases, and their cure by internal doses of sulphur andfl 
other itch-remedies, " the treatment of chronic diseases was iNYARt«l 
JLBLT unsuccessful." * It is surely superfluous to preve statistically,- 1 
either that Nature herself does often, very often, cure chronic ail-J 
ments without the aid of drugs ; or that ordinary medical treatment J 
has, all along, cured, and continues to cure, cases of chronic diseases I 
without any aid from itch-remedies. Nay, that such is the fact, 1 
have the experience of Hahnemann, quanhim valeat, to adduce! 
against the authority of Hahnemann. He discovered the almost 1 
universal itcbnirigin and itch-cure of chronic diseases long afler dis- 1 
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coveniig homcEOpathy. The germs of his strange itcli -doctrine were 
published hy hira in 1816; and in later Kfe he avowed the opinion, 
ihat " the treatment ol' chronic diseases was invariably unsuccessful," 
before his great itch-pathology came to regulate practice. But, " he 
himself asserted, so early as 1 797, that he had cured the most severe 
chronic diseases," ' He accomplished, then, in 17!)7, what latterly 
die declared to be impossible to accomplish — a sad satire upon 
homceopatliic statistics and statements, by the founder himself of 
homceopathy. Among the "innumerable" chronic diseases produced 
by itch, he himself enumerates (see the list previously at p. 24), 
*^BC(dio8iB and cyphosis, caries, cancer, fungus haematodes, malignant 

irganic growths," " cataract, amaurosis, urinary calculus," etc., etc, 
<And epeaking of the treatment of the great class of chronic dis- 
thus arising from itch by proper itch-remedies, he declares that 
with this itch-doctrine and these iteh-remedies, " the true physician" 
enabled " almost invariably to effect cuREa" in these mala- 

ies, seeing that itch is " the only real, fundamental cause and pro- 
ducer" of these affections.— ((!)r(7a?i on, p. 183, 184). But certainly 
tieverdid infinitesimal dosesof sulphur nor of any other itcli-remedy 
produce a single cure in any one case of any of the afiections just 
enumerated. The assertion is merely the kind of unscrupulous 

id unprincipled asseveration which has ever in medical history 
been the distinctive sign of medical charlatanism.' 
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> When speaking statist icallj or homicopalbjr, lei ate add one observation here In 
relation to insaniCj. Itc-b, ax I have already hod occaaioo to state at p. 2B, is now 
acknowledged h; pathologists to be an eruption prodoced bj the prEsence and bi 
rowing of an insect in tbe gkin — the Acarus ScahUi. Bj using local applicationB 
the skin to poison or kill (he insect, the disease or itch a immediately remo red. B 
in Hahnemann's opinion, the itch-disease, or itch-iniasm (as he expresses it), often 
such occasions puses internally, prodacing a vast host of uhrooic maiadifs in tbe 
terior of the body of man. Nay, more, according to Hahnemann this insect-dieeasa 
or miasm, mnj go inwards, and even affect the uind of man. Insanity " almost al- 
ways (avers Hahnemann) arifies from internal psora," or itch {Oii^anon, p. 27il); and 
should be "cored by bomo;opalhie anti-psoric (or itch) medicine, along with scrupu- 
lonsly suitable regimen," etc. ^p. 37+). And sjieaking of the treatment of cases of 
insanity in lunatic ssjluins, be stales in itaJios," J\'o( oixo/rfifm i> ei'er real/i/ and per. 
ntanrntlrf cured in tA^mt — a convincing proof (he adds), among others, of the complete 
nnllity of the noo'healing art hitherto practised," ( Orpanow, p. a7I). The statistical 
retoms of every lunStic asylum can roundly helie Ibis characleristic asseveration ol 
Hahnemann, Out of a table of 135,700 cases of insanity treated in tifty-nine pubUu 
aijlums, the lowest proportion of recoveries is staled at 36 per cent. (See table in 
Jh Forbes' Review, vol, xxii. p, 3U(l.) In speakintr of ilch as reaching and aflecling 
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But auttiiif^ aside nil such dUcuasion as that which relates to tli^ 
e£fecta of treatment either in aiiy single disease (as pneumonia), or in 
any special classes of diseases (as in the acute or chronic, or in those 
observed !n hospitals), let me, in concluding this chapter, offer a. 
remark upon the general results which an increased and increasing 
knowledge of medical science, and consequently, the prevention 
and cure of the diseases of the community at large has, within the 
last 1I>U years, effected in diminishing the absolute mortality ia 
England and Wales, and consequently in prolonging the t 
duration of human life among their inhabitants. 

The " imhallowed main business of the old school of medicin^n 
was, according to Halinemann, to render incurable or fatal, 
vast majority (99 in every 100) of all diseases," and according to tj 
same veracious authority, the ordinary modes of medical treatmenn 
" shortened the lives of ten times as many human beings as the mo! 
destructive wars, and rendered many millions of patients raovt 
diseased and wretched than they were originally." — (Organonj 1 
face, J,. ^.) 

The gradual diminution, however, which has taken place in 1 
mortahty of England as a whole, and in its different parts i 
cities, shows that medical police and medical practice have, durinn 
the course of the last, and earlier part of the present century (whe^ 
" the old school of physic" had sole charge of the health of the i 
pulatiou) produced the most marked change in the health of t 
general community, and in the prolongation of human life. Thifl 
(to quote one of the latest writers on the subject) — " in 1780, 1 
rate of mortality for the whole of England and Wales, was 1 in | 
—in 1801, 1 in 47 ;— in 1831 it liad diminished to 1 in 58— sho^ 
ing an improvement of 38 per cent, in the short period of lialf a 
tury. The annual mortality of the county of Middlesex, which, d 
the beginning of the last century, was estimated at 1 in 25, had fall^ 
to 1 in 35 in 1801, and at present does not exceed 1 in 45, 
From 1720 to 1750, the mortality of London was estimated at 1 Id 
20; at present, it has decreased to 1 in 46." — {Ses Dublin Jievie 
for Dec. 1836, p. 97.) 

Mr Edmonds, one of the most accurate and distinguished actc 
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r aries of the present day, has pnblislied still more ftUl and precise 
data regarding tlie increased saviiiff of human lifa during the course 
of the last century, and the com men cement of the present, in a class 
of the community in which we can most decidedly and directly trace 
^^Ltte happy results to the march of medical science and to the effects of 
^^B^Hiproved views in medical hygiene and medical practice. The ela- 
^^B borate calculations of Mr Edmonds, to which I allude, refer to the 
former, as compared with the present mortality of infants and cliild- 
ren below five years of age, in the population of London. But, 
without loading the text with the data tliemselves,' let me here state 
in a concise tabular form, the general results of the interesting en- 
quiries by which Mr Edmonds has so fully and satisfactorily proved 
I the gradual diminution of the infantile mortality of London during 
tiie 100 years from 1730 to 1830 Inclusive; or, in other words, by 
*hich he has proved the great and striking saving which has gra- 
dually been effected in infantile life during these 100 years in the 
metropolis of England. 
, In Londob. 

,tVoml730 to JT40, out of everj 100 children bom, 74 died under 5 years. 
... 1760 to 1769, ... 100 ... 63 ... 5 yeare. 

' ... 1770 to 1789, ... 100 ... 61 ... 5 jeara. 

... 1790 to 1810, ... 100 ... 41 ... 5 years. 

... 1810 to 1829, ... 100 ... 31 ... 5 yean. 

Here, m one, but that a very numerous class of the population, 
we have had effected within a single century, an enormous saving of 
human life, — a saving which has been tlie means of prolonging the 
average duration of human life in London, by several years. For 
■while during the 20 years from 1730 to 1750, out of every 100 
children bom in London only 26 lived till they were five years old, 
— during the 20 years from ISIO to 1829, out of every 100 
children bom in the same city, 69 survived the same period of life. 
But these figures are themselves talking texts that realty require no 
comment ; and they show in language which admits of no contro- 
I Tersy, the utter groundlessness of the truthless and charlatanish 
sertions of Hahnemann, that the " unhallowed main business of 
Hie old school of medicine" was to render incurable or fatal, " the 
rsBt majority (99 in every 100) of all diseases;" doing nothing 
»ut " torture (their patients), shorten their lives," etc., while " in 
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recent tiiiii-B (to quote again his own words), the old-scliool pra 
tioncrs have quite surpassed themselves in their cruelty towat 
their «ck feUow-<:reatiues," etc. — {Organon, p. 54.) 

Thoroughly aware how utterly they have failed by statistical e 
dence, — by appeals to infallible experience,— and otherwise, in prov-S 
ing any medicinal power in their infinitesimal doses, homoeopath 
have repeatedly resorted to different forms of physical or t 
evidence, with the fond hope of, in this way, establishing the actni 
existence of medicine in their globules and tinctares, ajid the a 
operation of these infinitesimal duses upon the hnman body. Thi 
line of argument has been particularly insisted upon within th^ 
last few months by the most zealous and distinguished homoe 
pathic physicians of England. Speaking of some late means hy 
which the important kind of evidence in question was supposed t<kl 
be established, this proof is (says the " father of Homoeopathy ii 
England," and the President of the HomoBopatliic Society) "U 
us homo30pathic practitioners, precious beyond all CALGnLAJ 
TtON, as a means of calling attention to, and spreading hommopath^ 
among our allopathic colleagues," etc' 

Let us, therefore, in the next chapter, proceed to inqaire into thifl 
new and great evidence, "precious beyond all calculation" In favoni 
of homoeopathy and its doctrines. 
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CHAPTER Xm. 

I ATTENfPTS TO OBTAIN PHYSICAL PROOFS OF THE ACTUAL 
EXISTENCE AND ACTIVITY OF THE DRUGS CONTAINED IN 
THE INFINITESIMAL DOSES. MAONETOSCOPE— SUPPOSED 
VISIBLE EVIDENCE FROM IT OF VARIOUS HOMfEOPATHlC 
TENETS. LATER EXPERIMENTS OF DR MADDEN AND OTHERS. 
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In an inaugural address delivered last Angust to the Edinbui^li gra- 
duates, Professor Christison, when speaking of homoDopathy (as one 
of the various forms of medical delusion and charlatanry prevailing 
St the present time), observed, in relation to the infinitesimal doses in 
which homceopathie physicians exhibited their drugs, that these doses 
were " so inconceivably minute that no sense, no balance, no micro- 
scope, no chemical analysis, no human means whatever, can discoTor 
the sliglitest trace of them in what is administered ;— you never can 
have any snrety of their presence, or any well-grounded assurance 
of their absence;— they defy the finite faculties of man to form even 
a distant conception of them, either with the aid of figures and the 
eye, or with the help of a vivid imagination." — (See Address in 
Monthly Journal of Medical Science for September 1851, p. 296.) 

With the view of cancelling and answering the preceding natural 
and rational objections to the possibility of the efficacy and 
operation of the Hahnemannic drugs when exhibited in Hahne- 
mannic doses, various homceopatbists have at different times anxious- 
ly endeavoured to give some appearance of foundation to their 
belief in the infinitesimal doses, by attempting to prove that these 
infinitesimal doses have sensible physical propeities, and are capable 
of producing sensible physical results upon the healthy human body. 

Thns, many years ago, Segin made experiments with the solar micro- 
scope upon the higher homceopathic dilutions of copper, and alleged 
that he could and did obser^-e in them actual particles of metallic cop- 
per, even in preparatum^iof the 200tli dilution,— an assertion which, 
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" British Journal of Homoe* 
we miiy take leave to doubt."] 



lo ust! tlie language of the editoi-s nf the 
patliy," ill regard to it, most certaiuly " 

Mayerhofer luade experiuients of a similar kind, equally wild a,na^ 
equally inconclusive. Rummell endeavoured to show with the solai 
microscope that the high potencies, or high dilutions, still containedl 
quantities oi' the medicating drug, capable of being seen by the aid4 
of that instruraent, But the liomccopathiHts now tliemselves admit^.-ff 
that " wliat Kuniniell saw was probably just the appearance alcohol 
presents under the miciwcope when evaporating" !' Within thai 
last few months, however, it has again been supposed by homoeo-l 
pathista in general that at last they had acquired a sure and 4 
perfect means of being able both to prove the actual physical j 
presence of infinitesimal doses in their Hahncniannic globules, and'J 
to give physical evidence of their action upon the healthy body byl 
the aid of an instrument termed the " Magnetos COPE," or " New 
Magnetic Indicator,"- — the invention of Mr Kutter, manager of thed 
Gas Works at Brighton. 

In a lectui-o, delivered to the British Homceopathic Society i 
October last, upon the application of Mr Butter's discovery to tlw 
visible proof of the physical action upon the body of the infinitesi-1 
mal doses used by homoeopathists, Dr Quin — the principal horoceo-l 
pathic practitioner in England— remarked :— 
" Science (boma-opatliio science) haa made a. giganlic stride by the philosophical 
dincoveiy of Ihst getitlemaa ; and boiiitpopathic prao- 
him for having proved the physical b, 
?s upon the hiiniaii body -, and yon nilj J 
I him for the great impetus he will be 
feasoa for sorrow is, that our revered m 
this tnuniph ant PROOF of his ovn great^ 



irld of England hailed this discoveiy with a 



titionera especially are greatly indebted 
of our remedies in inGnitcsimal quantiti 
join nilh me heartily in doing honour l 
means of giving to oar cause. The only 
ter, HahnemaDD, is not alive lo witness 
discoveries.'" 

The homoeopathic v 
due enthusiasm. 

"The great barrier," observed Dr Qnin, in bis second Lecture, in October lost, J 
" which haa prevented the majority of the members of the medical profess 
from inquiring into homieopalhy, has been their repoguance to entertain, To 
moment, the idea that the exiguous doses of medicine administered by hamceopatbii) 1 
practitioners can have any effect whatever upon disease. This barrier is now broken | 
down by the brilliant discovery and beautiful invention of Mr Ratter."' 

' British Journal of Homteopathy, yoL vii. p. 446, and vol. v. p. 557. 
' Homojopathio Times for October IB, 1851, where there is reported at length Dr 
Quin'B first I-ecture. 
5 Ibid, October 25, 1S5I, p. 178. 
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" The reauIiB," observes the Editor of Ibe " HomiBopaihic Times," " will be, ao far 
18 bomcpDpatbj ia concerned — ' a heavj blow and great diseouragemeiit ' to fhe brote 
opponenlfl, wbo only eee an argument in noinbers— and bave no notion of anj' Btreugth 
but tbaC of physical force. By pbysical science sball iJieir pbjaical forea be proved 
to be 0. . . . All mdy hear who hare ears, all may see who hare eyea, aod all 
L-iDBy understand who bcye bay fscaltiea of vision."' 

For the niBgne to scope, according to the same writer, '' besides its vast importance 

I to the science of magnetiam in all its forms, holds out the means of demonstrating 

■'Ae fact — that the horDcropathic mediciaea do act on the human organism. This (he 

is a discovery which would have gladdened the heart of Hahnemann had 

■lie been in the life of the body ; this instrument which affords the means of proof of 

» fact the opponents of homteopathy have alwaya rejected withoal ioqairy, has been 

UiGOTered at a most opportune time. We suppose Profeesor Christiaon will now 

roniag that he has done bo, . . , We trust Faraday will take the subject up, 
knd that every chemist who cleaerveB the name will do likewise."' 

Other men looked upon Mr Eutter's discovery of tlie Magneto- 
sope, not only with delight, but almost with feelings of veneration. 
1 may be thought," (writes Br King, a physician at Brighton, to Mr RuCter), 
lO fanciful in the view I tsliQ of your beautiful, and, as I think, soblime discovery, 
but no reflecting mind will deny, that we stand in need of some new principle or 
truth, to enable us to turn to full account those which we have already received. 
t * K When 1 first saw your machine prove the polarity of a decillionth of a 
grun of silcx, and when I first saw it respond to the billionth of a grain of quinine, I 

I was seized with tbe same kind of awe as when 1 Grst studied the resolution of the 
tubule, and as when X first saw the globnles of blood and the lilamentB of the nervea 
^ongh tbe microscope." ' 
I Ti 
lioni 
Bxtr! 
«Uvir 
|)Iics 
mag 
«.0 
pilla 



The magnetoscope of Mr Rutter, the vjist importance of which to 
Iioniojopathy is so greatly and gravely vaunted of in the preceding 

ixtracts, is constructed on the principle of the well-known old 
aCUvining rod and ring. But Mr Rutter's instrament is more com- 
i^Iicated than the usual old forms of rhabdomantic apparatus. His 
magnetoscope consists of~l. A fimi upright mahogany pillar; 

I. Of a slender brass arm, fixed at right angles into the top of this 
pillar, passing through a brass cap or ball at its attached end, and 
tapering to a point towards its further or outer extremity ; 3. Of a 
single thread, of the finest ailk, passing from the outer extremity of 
the horizontal brass arm, and holding in suspension, at its lowel* 
end, a small button or pendulum of sealing wax ; and, 4. Of a dial- 
plate, duly marked with circumferential letters like a compass or 
watch face, to show the movements of tbe pendulum of wax sus- 



' HomoiopHthic Times for November I, 1851, p, 200. 

' Ibid, Ootobec 18, 1851, p, 171, ' Mt Ruuei'n Pamphlet, r 
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}*fi)de«l above it. In working the iriBtrutnent, llie operator place 
the thumb aiid fitiger of the right hand, one on each side, of tbi 
brass cap or ball (ised to the attached end of the horizontal brae| 
arm, and immediittely the wax pendulum moves over the faee of tl 
dial-plat« in direct or reverse rotations, and in direct, transverse, a 
diagonal oscillations, according to the special influence or influence 
which he exerts. 

" Ur Butter hu proved (sayi Dr Madden) that when the forefinger aad thamb^ 
of the right hand of the operator are pl&cud in ooniact with tbe fixed part of tl 
tnacbinc, the penduium U set in motion in & circle from left to right — tbia he tt 
the normal oi direct current. Varione circnmatanceg, hoirover, are cHpabSe of alter- 
ing and modifying thia carrent, producing reverse oireular motion— i. e,, fVom right 
lo let>, or direct OBaillation, rii., in a. straight line to and from the band of tbe 
operator, or transierae oxcillation, vii^ at right angles to the operator's band ; in 
addition to which, there are oscillaUons for erer; point of the compass, and elliptical 
fnotions in every different direction, with direct and rereree cnrreots j and be it re- 
membered, eneri/ one nf (Aors lire fons'aat under aiiailar crrcninalaneea, and can of 
counia be repeated at pleasure."— CnV«A Journal of Uomteopathy for October IBS 



These varied movements of the pendidum around and across theU 
dial-plate of the magnetoacope are, we are confidently assured, mo- 
dified and regulated by a variety of strange and incredible circam 
stances (every one of them, however, constant under similar < 
stances), as by the sex of the operator ; by the instrument beln 
touched by a finger alone, or a thumb alone ; by the left or free bao<& 
of the operator being touched by the finger of a male, or the fing< 
of a female ; etc., etc. Thus, for example, " if (according to I ' 
Rutter), a female with her forefinger either touch or merely point atifl 
the left hand of the operator, reverse rotation of the pendulum wily 
immediately occur ; but if a male do the same, diagonal oscillatiM 
of the pendulum will take place; and the instmment can be afiectei 
by any number of persons forming a chain by conjoining hands, thm 
SBiB of the person at the enrfofthechain, or most remote from the op( 
rator, determining the motion of the instrument. If a piece of ivoryJ 
a feather, or a dead fly be held in the left band of the operator, ths^ 
motion of the pendulum (says Mr Rutter) will cease," If gold, pla* J 
tinum, silver, copper, etc., be held in the left hand, the residts, 
cording to Mr Rutter, are as follows : — " gold, silver, and copper, I 
produce reverse rotation of the pendulum ; platinum produces direct I 
oscillation," etc. A hair from the head of a female, a lady's hand- I 
kerchief, or a letter written (even several weeks previously), if laid I 
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u the left liaiid ot'tbe ofiexator, will produce " reverse rotation" of 
magnetosGope ; wiille, on the contraiy, a male hair, handkerchief, 
r letter, will produce direct rotation of the pendulum ; thus indi- 
cting the sex of the proprietor or writer.' 
Dr Quin, who, with a "jury of other physicians, etc., witnessed 
phe performance of many experiments by Mr Rutter, attests the 
■uth of the following, among other observations:— 

' After bavEng put (says he) tbc instrumciic in full normBl actiao, b; applying Ibe 

■er and thumb of (he right hanil, a, dead Jtg being put <>□ hia (Mr Butter's) le/t 

id, the motion of the pendnlam imnioiiiaielj ceased ; on tlio flj being t^en away, 

ifhe motion ro- commenced. A chain of se'eral man holding one another by the 

liailii, was fonned, a/emale placed her band on that of the man most remote from 

operator, the motion of the instrument was immediately reversed, (be circulatory 

•lotion being from right to left. A dead Uy was then put upon the loft hand of tbe 

nale, and the motion immediately stopped. A wire of copper, 500 feet long, encBBed 

gutta percba, was then added to lite chain of men, the one farthest lirom the ope- 

tor held one cod of the wire, aod the female the other end; the J'anale iiijliience was 

mediately sent tbruagb both the nlre and chain of men, and a correapooding action 

a again sel op, which was again stopped iiamtdialely bj the dead fly being put upon 

e other hand. Similar esperimenta were made with other dead inat(er, even merely 

by holding tbe hand over or near tbe dead matter, tbe aura of whieb equally stopped 

molion." — From Dr Quin'i Leclure in Homieopathic Timei, October IBth, p. 165. 

If (again remarks Dr Quin), a person of tbe female sex merely brmMes upon the 

d of the operator, it immediately ehanffeii the current to the female ; if a man 

brtal/ies upon her hand, her other band being in contact with tbe operator, the maZe 

influence ia immediately perceived on the pendulum. If a hair of a female is placed 

on the hand of the operator, or tho baud of the last of any number of men in contact 

him, the female current is immediately produced. The same phenomenon is 

iprodnoed by a pocket-handkerchief worn by a lady."^ — Ibid, p. 16G. 

Such were some of tlie marvellous results alleged to be obtained 
by experiments with the magnetoscope ; and these results occurred 
(according to Dr Qnin's evidence), " with unvarying and unerring" 
certainty, each time they were repeated, " so as to carry conviction 
to all who witnessed them, even the most sceptical." Indeed — 

" Mr Rutter who (says Br Quin) is a mao, as yon may suppose, of great sdentiGc 
knowledge, leaves no loophole for scepticiim, the beautiful seried of experiments made 
by him all tending to corrobotate and conlinn one another. The instrument is bo 
I inbtle, nnd the demonstration so clear, whilst the e:qjeriments are at the same time 
a deUcate and eiact, the same cause repeated incarialily producing the same efl^t, 
bat no one can reeist tbe positive evidence of tbe undeviating action of this aclenti- 
Ic and highly philoaopbioal inslmmeDt-"— (/Md, p. 163.) 

It was, it will be readily conceded, a very slight step, nnd a 

I See those and other additional enperimeuts of the kind in Mr Rnlter's pamphlet 
—MagmKid aoTtnIs, ftc, irilh a Deaivipliun ofihe Ma/fnelOKupf— ]>■ 19, etc. 



124 



MAGNBT08C0PIC EVIDENCE OP THE 



very natural idea to connect this rhalxlomancy with homa'opathy.^ 
Seeing that a " dead fly." a " male hair," a *' lady's breath," etc, 
could work at such distances such strange and striking effects upon 
the indications of the magnetoscope, it was next to certain that 
homteopathic infinitesimal doses would exat-t some similar potenta 
iutluence upon the instrument, Dr Madden had the merit < 
extending the magnetoscope to this branch of inquiry, though thi* 
merit was partly claimed for others. " It would (says the editor a 
tlie Uomceopalhie Timen), he very difficult to overrate the im 
portance of tlie magnetoscope. It is qtiite clear that Mr Euttet 
has not only invented the instrument, hnt that he discovered the I 
action upon it of small particles of matter, etc. But it is alse 
clear that the full credit is due to Dr Madden, of having immediately 
instituted an elaborate series of exi)eriments to ascertain the valoi 
of the instrument to homceopathy in particular. He has had thg 
start, was the first on the course, and has brought to the task qm 
lies and attainments which admirably fit him to conduct and s 
tematise such ex|teriment3." ' A few pages ftirther on (p. 188), ■ 
are told, that already Dr Madden has " indefatigahly and unremtR 
tingly pursued, for near three montJis, daily investigations upon thi 
point, which is so interesting and important to the hommpathists." J 

The results of the experiments with the magnetoscope, institute 
by Dr Madden, Dr Qiiin, and other homocopathists, were, as far ^ 
regarded homceopathy, various in their kind and character ; hut all <| 
them of alleged great moment. I quote their three most import 
results from the British Journal of ITomcEopathy for October ISSlJ 
as laid down by Dr Madden in the following propositions :- 

I. " I can now render evident to tlie sensca the action of our reme- 
dies, even at the highest palcTiciea. 

II. " I can demonatrate physica% the truth of the homceopftthic 
law, [similia similibue curantur] ; and, 

III. " 1 can prove the actioii of our remedies lu he, in a certain sense, 
totally independent of juaiidVj/." 

In October last, numei-ous experiments were made and shown bjj 
Dr Quin to the British Hommopathic Society, and by Dr Maddeuj 
to the Hahnemann Medical Society, in support of the troth of thea 
propositions. It would be tedious to detail the minutiie of them i 
given in the reports of then- publislied lectures. A few example! 
may suffice. 

■ llomvnptilhk Timet for October ari, |). iRa. 
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For instance, Dr Quin found that one globule of the SOtli dilution 

of copper, or of the 30th or even 800th dilution of aolplmr, when 

laid ill the left hand of the operator, pi-oduced the reverse rotation 

of the pendulum of the magnetoscope ; a globule made from a 

30th or a 200th solntion of zinc, sent the pendulum round from 

■H to E of the dial-plate ; and when a globule of the 200th dilution 

this metal was dissolved in an ounce of water, and a drop of the 

laulting solution placed in the hand, the same movement of the 

istrument fuUowed ; while globules of digitalis, sundew, cayenne 

tpper, etc., when applied to the hand of the operator stopped the 

instrument. 

Again, Dr Madden showed publicly various similar experiments. 
if)n laying a globule of the 20th dilution of bryony in the palm of the 
ileft hand, fie proved that a motion of the pendulum was produced in 
line running N.W. ; globules of chalk sent the pendulum into a 
.potion N. and S.; iodide of potass, N.E. ; muriate of ammonia, an 
:JOscillatiou in a long naiTow ellipse lying N, and S., etc. etc. To 
avoid error in these and in his other " three months' " experi- 
menta, he tried, us he informs us, "the effects of pure sugar of 
milk and of unmedicated globules," and thus satisiieil himself that 
the effects produced were dependent solely on the medicine.^ " Every 
;medy (he states) which I have yet tried, and they have been 
lineral, vegetable, and animal, manifestly affects the normal mag- 
ic currents now proved to exist in our bodies, and this effect is 
gtist as readily produced by globiilea of the 6th, 12th, and 30th po- 
tencies, as by the lowest trituration." Dr Madden farther proved 
■to the Hahnemann Medical Society that doses far more minute 
and infinitesimal than those of Jenichen'a, Bummell's, and Nunez's, 
and the possibility of the action of which upon the diseased body 
had been derided by most rational men, could, by the evidence 
of the magnetoscope, be proved to have a distinct and decided 
Action even upon the healthy body of man. In the published report 
'flf the lecture it is, (or instance, stated — " The power of Arsenic in" 

Journal of Homaapatky for October, p. 675. In experimenting with the Mag- 
Mtoacope, Dr Madden placed the homceopnthic globules " on the back of his left 
Pladng the globules on the tongue produced, however, he thought, more 
permaDent results ; (and bence, perhaps, placing them in the stomach Itself atill 
more chronic effects). " 1 once (he iogenuoualj tolla ua) tried putting the medidiDe 
on the tongae ; but oue globule of Sepia 13, altered the normal motion (af the 
Magnetoscope), and retuioed it in its altered condition for full 
loss of time to proceed in that way I ' 
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stopping tlie normal current was esliibited as well by !i single glo- 
bule of the 40,000t]i dilution as by a cjuantity of the first tritiJi-fl 
ration. Sulphur in substance, in the 30tli dilution, and in tbe.i 
7,000th dilution, had equally the effect of reversing the naturalj 
current." ' 

Dr Madden's (AiVd "important" induction from his experiment^ 
(see preceding extract p. 124), — viz., that the action of liomceopath' ^ 
doses and globules wan independent of the quajitity of medicinj 
which they contained, — was based upon the experiment last qu( 
and upon similar ex[)eriiiieiits with other dmgs. He tells us that b 
found experiuiL'Utally with the Magnetoscope, that globules of s 
phur, for instance, of different dilutions or sireuglhs, or liaving ver 
different quantities of the drug in their composition, all (whedl 
tested by the instrument), affected " the current equally rapidly, inl 
precisely the same manner, and without any detectable difference of ■ 
force." This result was of course necessaiy to confirm the dogmal 
of Hahnemann as to the action of medicines being independent cS'M 
quantity, — provided tbey were given in doses " sufficiently minute^f 
i.e., as small as possible" (Organon, p. 306). And accordingly^,! 
Dr Quin confirms this same result with Ms magnetoscope experi*^ 
ence. " The different experiments (he observes) which I have laid J 
before you, and the many modifications which I have denionstrate 
to you various medicines have upon one another, illustrate, in | 
most remarkable and beautiful manner, the somidness and correc* 
ness of ONE of Hahnemann's discoveries, that t!ie virtues of mec 
cines do not depend upon the QU.AJiTiTy, in which they are prescribedW 
No sensible difference has as yet been detected between the 
produced by a substance in a large dose, and the same substance Hf, 
the minutest homoeopathic dose." — (Lecture, p. 182.) 

Dr Madden's Second published proposition, from his experiment! 
with the magnetoscope, amounted to this — " I can demonstrate physifl 
cally (by it) the truth of the homceopathic law (^stmilia ininilibvt 
curantur") (see antecedently, ji. 124). He regai-ds this actual oculaj 



■ Hom<ropatlde Timet, October as, 1851, p. 1ST. The 40,000 ih dilution of anenU] 
Bsid to be ased in theaa ^xperimcnta by Dr Madden is a snpposlcioos ami 
arsenic which would be tepreeonlcd b; & 1 roUoned b; 80,000 ciphers 1 
lext in which this preaeot eiaay is printed contains on an average about 5,000 | 
lellera in each page. To represent, then, the quantity of a grain of arsen. 
posed to exial m a globule of the 4O,DD0th dilution, wonld require a I rolloned | 
by 40 pages of ciphers I 
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aibition of the homcBopathic law, by the effect uf a. medicine upon 
a aimilar medicine, iii magnetoscopic experiments, as the most in- 
teresting of his results, "But the most beautiful experiment (says 
he) I have yet performed, is tlie rendering visible homoeopathic 
action." 

" Far this purpose (be obeerfea), 1 uraDged the following experiments : — 1st, I 
tiied mercuriuB in tha asual waj, &nd found that it revemed the normal current ; 3d, 
I tested bismuth, and found that it likewise reversed Che current. (These two drugs 
had, consequently, a homceopalhic or Bimilar action on the magnetoscope) ; 3d, I 
then got the operator to touch the ms^netoscope, aod set up the normal current; 
baviiig done so, I pUucd sums biemath isl int. on Che back of his left hand, which, as 
formeily, reversed the carrenC ; aod then, with the current fuUy revereed, I placed 
on the same hand some insrcuri'iu Si^/'fc. fn'f., sjid the carrent at once became unsteady, 
and, within a minute, returned to its normal direction, — llfua showing (adds Dr Mad- 
den) that two substances dissimilar to each other, buC each equally capable of re- 
versing the current, mulKuIb/ d^troy each atber's effects, and, accordingly, the normal 
carrcDt is restored." 

In his lecture to the Halinemann Society, Dr Madden pro- 
ceeded even a step further, and with equal facility proved experi- 
mentally, by the magnetoscope, other matters important to homceo- 
pathic science, besides the three propositions or inductions previously 
enunciated by him. For he showed experimentally to the Society, 
that the magnetoscope not only rendered vwible the truth of the 
Lomteopathic law, similia similibuB, but equally rendered visible also 
the falsity of one of the alleged allopathic laws, coninma eontrariis 
curantur. I quote from the published report of the lecture : — 

"To illuaCrate((be report states) the principle of s/niiVfa^i'niiViV'iis.Cr Madden showed 
IbaC, whilst arsenic and opiam sepanitdy stopped Che motion, when taken togetlier\j\\o 
the hand, the normal oioCion was immediat«ly set up. Dr Madden then created much 
amusement, bj exhibiting what be called the principle of conCraria contrariia. Bella- 
<lonna and canthatia both cause an elliptical pendulum motion in Che north-weet 
direction ; but tbe one causes the direct motion, the other the reverse. When both 
were placed in the operator's band, there was at first a lonci pause ; and, at length, 
afier an apparcnity painful straggle of currents, TetemlUng tiit convalescence under 
allopaihij, the normal cnrient was feebly resCored." — {Homaopathic Times for October 
25, p. lb;.) 

In their so-called provinga of drugs, the bomceopathists, in their 
experiments, have always exhibited a marvellous power of finding 
that their infinitesimal proving doses always produced the very effects 
which they theoretically and previously desired. They have shown 
exactly the same marvellous control over the provings of Hahne- 
mann's dogmas and tenets with the magnetoscope ; for its incontro- 
rertihle evidence at once decided the entire truth of other homoeo- 
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pntliic doctriues, besides those already specified above. Tlius i 
have already seen (p. 45) that one of llahnetnaun's mighty d 
coveriea and tenets was, that the medicinal action of drugs was n 
only wondrouBly augmented, but indefinitely increased, by THITUBI 
TION.' Of course the magnetoscope also proved tliis. At 1 
lecture to the Hahnemann Medical Society, to exhibit the effectajj 
trituration, " Dr Madden took some untriturated Lycopodium u 
his hand, which had no influence on the pendulum, but a portion of 
the same Lycopodium in the first trituration produced an immediate 
effect." — (HonKBOpalftic Times for October 25, p. 187.) Tlie mag- 
netoscope confirmed also at once another of Hahnemann's great 
discoveries, 

" NatbiDg (aajs D( Quia) can be nior« heaut^l and more satiiifactiny than 
to wimeBs tbe reaalts npon Mr Butter's inatrument u( the ex[>eriments with the 
ABTiootEfl to TariouB medicines, icdicaled hj Hahneniami in his wotka. Our re- 
vered master, bj dint of long, patient, and persevering ciperimeots npon the effect 
of various medjcinei upon the healthy bod;, discovered a namber of antidotes to 
some of these inedidnes, and in otber instances, only to some of tbe eftecta of 
each medicine experimented npon. In other inatances, be corrected many errors 
Into which medical authors bad fallen, with respect to Che powera of some anti- 
dotes. Mr Ratter's instrument corroborates in the most tatisfaetorg and most beouiifut 
laonner the experiments of Hahnemaim,"— (iZoBiowpatfic Times, November I, 1851, 
p. 204.) 

The preceding grand magnetoscopic discoveries relative to the 
tenets and truths of Iiomcnopathy, and the visible action of infinitesi- 
mal doses of drugs upon the living and healthy human body, were 
natmrally proclaimed loudly by homcenpathists everywhere, as well as 
at London and Brighton. HomceopathiBts at Liverpool, and else- 
where, showed the efl'ects of the most refined horateopathic globules 
upon the magnetoscope to their wondering and credulous patients 
and patrons. In Edinburgh, the discovery was spoken of by some 
as quite decisive of the fate and success of homoeopalliy. A WTiter in 
Cluimbera' Edinburgh Journal, described in an article of consider- 
able length, Dr Madden's magnetoscopic experiments with the 
homteopathic globules, etc., as experiments, the truth of which was 
" beyond suspicion." 

"It will be seen(aaye he) that this new branch ofmagnetology, though here shown in 
more or less connection with bomieopathy, and with what has hitherto been known 

' "The development of power (in drugs) by succussion and trilnration, Hahne- 
mann holds to be one of the greatest discoveries of the age; by them the medicinal 
power may be ' potentised almoat to infinity.'" — Briiieh Journal of Bmnaopuihy for 
IS4y, p. 444. 




• aniinsl tDasaetiBm, lias no nereasarj dependance on theee preei:ribed aubjocis ; 
e these lbs difficolties of proor, and the apparent openness to fraud, and 
the consequent dieindioiitioa of maai;' to experiment wbicb attend the latter. The 
opponenlB of theae systems are apt to regard everjthing which succeeds aa a coila- 
Bion or an aeoident, and ever; failure 33 a, damnaCor}' proof; and the repngnance 

I Mrea to experiment la extreme. 

L^ " Here the stadeiit ma; acquaint himself with phenomena as curious, and, at first 

■ thought, as incredible as an; that have aroused the indignant incredulity of the wise. 

PlJealous for the honour of (lie human intellect and the dignit; of the Gstahlished an- 
thoritiea — phenomena produced b; the □naBsifiled expenmentor, eonxisling in gross 
material movements, lea vino no nouU FOB dblubioh hob illusion." — Chambert' 
Jaumal, December 13, 1851, p. 377. 

"I have (says the President of the British Homceopathic Society) 
Jlwitneascd several hundred expeiiments upon Mr Eutter's instni- 
int, and I have never found it vary once ; the same cause repea,ted, 
wariably produces tlie same effect. Try the instrnment as you 

Jwill, it never errs ; it HAS ALL THE CBRTAINTY OF A MATHEMATI- 
CAL EQUATION." ' 



Ha)inemann, iu his works, repeatedly scolds and declaims against 
lliose allopathic practitioners, who quietly, but sceptically, refuaed 
all belief, either in his (loctrines, or in bis own strong asseverations 
of his so-called " facts." Thus, in one passage of his Organon, after 
duly upbraiding " the material ideas of common-place physicians," — 
e exclaims — " tlieir i;ile declamations must cease before the dicta of 
Infallible experience I " ; and two pages farther on, he again re- 
Ejterates — " How unmeaning and ridiculous ia mere theoretical 
scepticism, in opposition to this unerring, infallible, experimental 
proof!" — (Orgaiwrij p. 324 and 32(5.) 

Nothing, surely, in the way of " experimental proof," could 
possibly be stronger, — or at least, nothing of the kind could be stated 
in stronger terms,— than we find the evidence in favour of the sensible 
physical action of homceopathic globules, as established by the 
inagnetoscope, announced in the preceding extracts and observa- 
mons by some of Hahnemann's most distinguished disciples. In 
! passages, they a}H)ly to the raagnetoscopic evidence the very 
lame strong and uncompromising language of assertion, wbicb they 
B long been in the habit of applying to all other forms of so- 
jd homceopathic evidence, In relation to the one as to the 
nther, they professedly appeal to " infallible ex[)erience," and " un- 
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erriri;^ ex|)ciiiii<;iitiil proof;" and, doubtlessly, witli equal trutb i 
both uiBtances; but not with equal succesa in botli. It is difficulty 
show to somo minda the utter fallacy of " unerring, infallible, exp< 
mental proof," in relation to tbe practice of boniojopathy in tbe tra 
luent uf dlseaac, because vital actions {tbe powers of tbe vis mea' 
trie, etc.) hero come into play, and render tlm proof a matter c 
doubt at least, if not of difBcuitj. But the fallacy of " u 
infaUible, experimental proof," in relation to the preceding questioi 
regarding the magnetoscope, can be far more easily shown, becaiic 
in this case Aitality and its influence does not intervene to derangi 
the evidence. On the contrary, that evidence is principally of t 
physical character, and consetiuently can be tried by the more am 
and ceitain laws applicable to physical investigations ; — teats vriaa 
we can never apply witli the same incontrovertible clearness a 
certainty to vital invesligtitions. 

The passages which I have cited in the previous pages 
Dra Quin, Madden, etc., regarding the marvellous proofs hi iavoiu 
of homoeopatiiy, derivable from the I'evelations of the magnet 
were for the most part ijublished during the autumnal montha < 
the last year (1851), Thefirat weeks of winter brought with them om 
nous clouds, which at first dimmed, and at last utterly darkened t' 
briglit prospects of tbe horaoeopathists. Immediately after Dr Mat 
den'a second lecture on tbe magnetoscope, in the London Hahm 
mann Hospital, in the latter days of October, tlie " fifth act" began J 
and in a few weeks the whole denouement of the comedy was complet 
Before this period, it is true, some differences of opinion regarding 
the bomceopathic revelations made by the magnetoscope had a ' 
The instnmient, according to Dr Quin, " never errs ; it has all tli^ 
certainty of a mathematical equation." But, in experimentin 
with it upon homoeopathic drugs, Dr Madden and he got very d" 
ferent results in testing the very same medicines with the magnet 
indicator ; " tlie effects of twelve out of sixteen medicines record 
by Dr Quin, difiering from those of tbe same medicines," when tes 
by Dr Madden. Dr Quin, however, had at hand a ready solutiffll 
for explaining this appai'ent contradiction. It might be true, 
allowed, that the magnetoscope did not give out the same indiea* * 
tious with the same medicines, when tested by him and by Dr 
Madden; but then, subtilely and calmly argued Dr Quin — Dr Mad- 
den has not yet been many years a bomosopathist, and can one 



^ 



topi 

■'' 

lu 



ITS FALL^IEB CONFESSED. 1 

depend (to use Dr Quui'a own words), upon lus (Dr Maddei 
fiorfy being sufficiently fi-ee from lingering medicinal effects, i 
ing before his conversion to liouiceopathy ? " ' And of course, accord- 
ing to this exquisite logic, the old allopathic state of Dr Madden's 
body varied and affected the magnetoacopic results.' 
_ A greater explosion, however, of all the magnetoacopic hopes of 
■JiomcBOpatlHsts was in preparation, than any mere, though direct 
difference of results as obtained from it respectively by Dr Quin 
and Dr Madden, In the ffomaopathic Times for November 8, Dr 
Madden (who, according to preWous evidence of the Times, pos- 
sessed " qualities and attainments which admirably fit him to con- 
duct the magnetoscopic inquiry,)" published a letter, cruelly blighting 
all the bright and brilliant hopes wliich he had already excited in 
the homoeopathic world, relative to the homceopathic and other 
almost divine revelations" of the magnetoscope ; and commencing his 
own process of retraction. 

"It LB, I can aaiiure you TwriteB Dr IMiddcn), no ploasanb datj which I have now 

perform ^vii., to make known the iaci that my recent eiperimenta have deleeled 

source of fallacy in all the previoua ones, and go far to ehow that it 

will be of litlte or no rtal ualue to ua aa liemonstrating the action of homceopathic 

lOdieB." — (Hoinmopalhii! Times, Novepiher 8, p. 233.) 

A few weeks later, Dr Madden sent a retractation, if possible still 
(more complete, to tlie Bniish Journal of Homwopatliy. 



Ilomccopathie TYwim, November 1, p. 201. 

Two or three of the more unsvrupuloue and diuhoneet practitioners of homuso- 

pathy are aUo in the habit of citiag this diaracteristic reason, as no argument for 

their creduloua patients nut being Hi subjects for the wonders of honiteopathic cures 

by homceopathic daiea; or At leo-st not Ht till they have been under their medical 

nent for a long coarse of time. It ia difficult lo fancy any kind of charlatanry 

dlahononrBble than ibia \ and it is a trick to which I believe no honest bomteo- 

fatbio physician resorts. The ao-called " provlngs " of medicine by their own 

fbttnder is in itaelf a aufliutent argument againat thia mode of deluaion; for, in 

making tbeae "provings," Unhnemann and his friends, aa we have already seen, 

■wallowed Caee p. 70), in Iho first instance, in their ordinary medicinal doses, and fur 

a length of time, many of the principal nnd most potent remedies used by physicians, 

" lingering medicil effects " (to uac Dr Quin's language) of these reiterated 

s of different "■llopntliio" drugs, in allopathic doses, are staled by Uabne- 

himaelf, in the following terms, in his Orjanon.-— '■ Esperionce," eoys he, 

(hows that the organism of the experimenter becomes, by these rcequenl ullackB on 

health, all the more expert in repelling all external influences Inimical t« bis 

iinme, and all artificial and natural morbific noxiona agenta, and becomes more 

hardened to resist everything of an injurious character, by means of tbcae modcrala 

experiments on hill own person with medicines. His health becomes niorc unalter. 

(Ib; he becomes morp robust, as all exporionco shows." — (Vi/n»oii, p, 227. 



EYE llEQUmED TO GUIDE 




" ] regret (he sial») lo raj (hat m; hopes of BdvttnMfte to hoiua^npatb;, arisind 
from tbc revcladona of the magnetoicope, have been iDucb darc|icd by the rainlU tT 
larger experience of itx workingB. I'p to the present time, I have neilhtr e 
/uard of an<j exparimenli wbich derooiialrativel; prove the magnetic anlure of d 
norsmeDta of tha pendulum ; and having sjcertaincd that ai.1. Ihe varioki m 
ran lie prodveed ig bxtseuelt sliqbt viXiItntirv uovEHBMTa on the part of the 
operator, and having moreover convinced myself, and those who have nlt^essed mj 
«xperinieDt8, Ihat in all the ordinary e»pariments with the magnetoscope, nnoon- 
Mliaui movement! on the part of the operator do take place, I have been coABlaAlMKB — 
TOODNCLDDE ibst in itB present coiiditian the magnetoscope cahndt be relied upon ai 
ft phyilcal lest of tbc action of oar remedies," — (^Jaurnai of Humieopaihg tor lama 
I8S2, p. ITS.) 

After this complete, and, let me add, Iiooest retractation by Da 
Madden, regarding the entire fallacy of the supposed homoeopathi^r 
marvels and revelations, ivhich he and other disciples of HahnemaK 
at one time " felt certain " would result from " infallible, uneirin^ 
expeiimental proof" with the magnetoscope, it is perhaps nnnece 
sary to enquire, at any length, into the sources of error inherent i 
the instrument and in its coustructJon. Let ine merely state, thau 
as appears from a letter published- by Dr Cowan of Heading (se^ 
Lancet for November 22), Mr Rutter was himself long before awai 
that if he tried to perform any of his " certain " experiments upc 
the magnetoscope with his " ei/es baridaged," then under aucl 
circumstances the experiments failed, and the instrument did no! 
exhibit its own previous " invaiiable" indications. In other word 
it was not the mere touch of the manipulator's hand that was tbf 
cause of the special gyrations of the pendulum, under special c 
ditions or experiments ; his EYE also (and consequently his mi 
were indispensably necessary, in order that the alleged " invariable'fl 
result might occur. But the ete itself could have no influenw 
upon the Magnetoscope or its pendulum, except by showing to thu 
operator whether or not the pendulum was taking the directioi 
which he expected his touch of the ball of the apparatus to produci 
and by enabling him to regulate and guide the effect of that tout 
upon the instrument. In short, though it was at first m-gently a 
expressly declared that it is evident that the " anticipated resul 
is NOT an element in the experiments; " ' yet all the later observe 
tions of Dr Madden and others have fully demonstrated that thffl 
anticipations of the manipulator have, on the contrary, everythina_ 
to tlo with the results, and form the primary element in prodncingi 
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these results. In other words, the results themselves, or indications 
offered by the pendulum, are all of them the effects, to use the lan- 
guage of Dr Madden, of " slight voluntary motions," — so slight as 
latterly to become " unconscious muscular movements," — in the 
fingers of the operator as he touches the instriunent, his eye enabling 
him to do so, in such a way as to guide and correct the motions of 
the apparatus, so as to produce the old alleged "invariability" in 
flie gyrations of tlie indicating pendulum ; — or (to express the facts 
more correctly) the state of expectant attention in the mind of the 
operator, involuntarily on his part, sets m action, as his fingers 
touch the ball of the magnetoscopo, muscular movements in his 
.nd, calculated to produce the expected result in the instrument, — 
hia eye supplying hipi with information, so as to enable him uncon- 
sciously to guide the gyrations of the jwndulum, and produce any 
particular movement, or movements, of it across the dial, which 
precaleulated and fixed in his own thoughts.' 

wu (ubserres Dr MD.dden in bis first letter of retractation) long ago pointed 
out to Air Rutter, and he hoa fullj ackDowledged the fact, that unless t/itK pay alien' 
(he peada/um, no definite mavementfi take place. The idea occurred to toe 
lliat possibl; tbis attention to the pendulum drew off my attention to my own body, 
and that I might accordingly make unconscioua masaalar moiieiaentii, capable of infia- 
encing ibe mBchine. I determined, tboTefore, (o watch the pendulum, and attend to 
my own eensatious at the same lime. I found, to niy diiraay, that nbcn I resolutely 
irmined hot to move my bod; (or fingers) in the alighteat degree, no motiva uf 
pendulum took place nhen 1 held the inatrnment in the D9ua] way." 
I find (bo contiouea) 1. That in the ordinary condition of the magnetoscopo, ant 
ytotion which ia nntun/Nitei/ intabiably lakes place. 2. If I apply merely tbe point of 
■ny of mj fingers to the brass ball, and icisk foe any motion to occnr, it lakes ptaca 
in«iedia(el^, witliont my being couEeioua of any muscular motion on my part. 3. If 
(bomajopathic) medicine is put into my bands without my baving any possible clue 
} itB nUuTe, the motioYis no longer coincide wilh mg Jormer observatiom ; so mucb so 
indeed, that of six tnedicinea wMch bare been tested in this way four timea eacb, no 
one agreed more than twice, and two of them gave different motions every time 
Ihej were tested." — Dr Jfiuidea's Letter in Homieopalhic Timet of November 8tb. 

Dr Madden in the same letter fiirther shows, that the facility 
with which the ultimate result is produced upon the pendulum, by 
ihe finger of the manipulator primarily touching tlie brass ball of 
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narked efl'ects of Altriilion and jiceil EijucloiioH on bodily organs and 
independently of volition or emotion, and oven often in despite of 
volitioD, nee an excellent chapter b Dr Holland's late work on " Mental Physiology," 
Mid lome clear and masteily remarks by Dr Carjirntcr, iii the Ateilieo-CAirurffieal 
for July 1BS2. p. 222. 
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the niacliinc, (Il'ImmkIs upon the 
machine itaelf. 

"I UTinged (be iiutos) n series of experimouU, from which it appears thnt when^S 
ever » machine is bo coiistructed u to admit of the greitteBt effecL being prodaced bj 
llie smallofil Bmouat of mechanical motion — (which is unfortuDately the raae with Mr 
Rutter's InalrDnicnt, il beiag, in fact, a combinalion of three lerers acted npon at the 
iiiosi odTantageoue point (" obluiii thf greatest eftcl from llie smallest efforts), snob 
macMne wili act pBrfcctl; as a magnetoscope, even tbout;h all the known laws oj^ 
induction are set at defiance in its construction ; while, on the rontntr;, evorj mod 
flcatlon of the machine which increatei iM lKilolt)l.lTi, ikcr^aiea in lAtiome proportU 
its apparent senfil/ilili/ to the so-called magnetic cuneotH. Under these circnmatanoe 
I fear (continues Dr Madden) wo areboond to con clado that, Mr Ru tier's magnetoBco 
iu iia present form, is not applicable to experiments with bomuopnthic remedies." 

I have already stated, that the fallacies of the uiagnetoscopi 
experiments and proofs, liegaii to be seen imiuediately after J 
Madden's second lecture on the subject had been given at ■ 
Hahnemann Hospital in the last days of October. And Dr Maddd 
tells us he had been led to entertain some suspicions even befori 
that painful exhibition by him of the powers of the Magneto 
scope, to prove by philosophic " ex]>erimentation " the tenets i 
homowpatliy, and disprove those of allopathy. After that night, t 
least, further " experimentation" of this kind with the Magnetosc 
became diiBcult or impossible. For one of Dr Madden's audienc^ 
who, notwithstanding Dr Madden's arguments, still believed tbn 
" all the movements of the pendulnm were due to involuntary motioi 
of the operator's hand," so far confirmed his opinions upon Dr Madd^ 
liimself, by inducing him to make " various additional expcrimentsS 
after the lecture, when the instrument gave out the wrong response 
upon letters written by gentlemen and ladies, etc., being placed ii 
Madden's hand, and Dr Madden being kept in ignorance of the s 
of the writer. In speaking of other experiments which he induce^ 
Dr Madden to perform after lecture, tlii.s writer adds, that also 

" Several esperiments were made with globules, the nature of which was unknor 
to him (Dr Madden) , bat as the reaults were donblful, and he was at t 
only in a Htate of CKhauation, but of pain, it woold not be fair to dwell npon them,'9 

And in evidence of the rapidity isith wlncli mental states i 
unconsciously affect the muscles of the fingci-s and other parts, thrt 
same writer correctly observes, — 
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'hich fallow with the most marTi3l]o<is r&piditj and 
he various shades of thought and feeling." ' 

A "Physician," writing in tin? " Homceopatliic Times," who 
performed for liimself a variety of magnetoscopic ttsporiments, tells 
us that the results of his investigations ivere as follow :— 

" I foand (observes he) [hat in whatever way my hand was connected with the in- 
Btrament, I could invariablj, hy my will alone, almost instantly cause the pendulum 
to OBtillale in anj jtiven direction. It is merely neceBsary for me to think of any spe- 
cial direction, or of a ceBsaCion of movement, and the pendulum immediately aots 
accordingly. The eflbrt required to produce these results is very slight. In this way 
the pendulum can he caused to move bai^kwards and forwards from the person of 
the operator; or fi-am right to left, and back again; or in any direction between these 

currents; or ellipticidly, or in a circle, cither 'normal' or 'reverse;' oc lastly, it 

1 be brought to B, dead stand. The movemeots may he rendered fainter or more 
,rked at pleasure."— Z7o7nffiopaiAit Timei, November 8, p, 232. 

All the later experimenters who have published their results, have 
come to exactly the aame conclusion as Tfr Maddeii ; and some of 
them have adduced proofs, even, if possible, still more certain and 
conclusive than those which we have mentioned above. The Natural 
History Society of Torquay had the instrument submitted to them. 
Their reporter tells its, that it entirely failed in its responses. And 
he points to this important experiment, that though — (as Dr Quin 
at least alleges) — it should manifest the presence of a dead fly in the 
hand of a man divided from the operator by a wire oi' copper five 
hundred feet long ; yet, when the hand of the operator himself was 
divided from the instrument by a short wire or chain (one end of 
the wire or chain touching the ball of the magnetoscope, and the 
other held in his hand), no effect followed. But due effects most 
undoubtedly ought to have followed, if the motions of the instrument 
Tvere not actually the result of the direct touching and manipulation 
of the ball by the fingers of the operator, and of the consequent 

lidance of the jiendulum by that touch. 

With Dr Madden, and other liomtEopaths, the leading English 

' homoeopathic periodical (the Journal of Homceopathy) has publicly 

retracted its previously expressed belief in the importance of the 

" homceopatliic facts," capable of being revealed by the Magneto- 

■ «cope. 

In the Number of that Journal for October 1851, Dr Maddt-n 
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inserted a letter, from whicli I liavu several times quoted, contaiiri 
ing a pretty Cull account of the results of bis magnetoscopic exj 
ments np to that date. The Bcries of experiments in which ] 
Madden is " at present occupied, though still iDcompIete, he coi>> 
siders (ohserve the Editors) of great imparlance to homosopathy, ia 
which opinion we fully agree with him" — (p. 674), " We in: 
(it is again i-emarke{l in another Editorial note) that Dr Madd( 
will pursue these investigations, which even in their present etali 
are so interesting to tho homoeopathist, and which we have i 
douht will be productive of importaJit results — (p. 676). 

But alas I by the time the next Number of the same Journal v\ 
published, three mouthsaubsequently, viz., in January 1852, matte 
had entirely altered in reference to this mighty investigation ' 
great importance" for homoropathy ; the crisis had already arrive* 
and the bubble had burst : Di" Madden had fully retracte 
and the Editors of the Journal of Homceopathy had no coui 
left but to i-esile with him. Dr Madden (observe tho EditorsjS 
p, 102) wrote a letter on the subject, which was inserted : 
the last number of this Journal. As things (they continue) hai 
turned out, and indeed might have been foreseen, it is a thousand 
pities that letter was publishedi . . . Dr Madden has ende< 
in giving the thing up. Like the unhappy Mayo, he finds the move* 
ments all produced by the play of his muscles, and then he ridesi 
oEF in a cloud of learned words, well calculated to darken counsel." . 

After a variety of other observations, the Editors of the Homast 
pathic Journal observe :— 

" Tbere is one trsgic-comic circnmatance attendant on these experiments, e; 
the best of hnnda, wbicb transpires again and again in tbe course of tbis nart 
Not only dciea Mr Hnlter disclaim oTerylhing like theorj (the word MagnetoseosJ 
notwithstanding), bat ho tells the reader grarely, that tho experimenls often f^ 
Tbej' often failed with himnclf al first. Some people cannot get op thi 
nil, it wonlJ almost appear. Bui then, practke brings perfeution. It 
expected that u person who sees and takes bold of an ordinary tool for the first linv 
should be able to use it with the facility acquired by long practice. ( 
trial. Half an hour's practice will sometimes do wonders. A few hours will ci 
tttinlj bring out soiaething. If not, bave patience, [' Try for a few m 
time, three or four minatea a-cJay, and for several weeks in succession. This {aaya U 
Rntter) ia what I mean by a/air trial' "—(P. 15 of his Pamphlet.)] " Doubtless (con. I 
Idnue tbe Editors of the JourDal), this is intended as a pieceof frank pleading, but ft 
ii also strange nooaense. Sinceall that the operator has to do is to touch the knob, to 
grasp it kindly between his forefinger and thumb, perseverance and eSbrt are put out 
of the question. If there be any moliferons fluid in him, whether mag^ietoid or odylic, ■ 
it will run along the arm and down the ihrpad, whetbcr he will or not. Otherwise, J 






MORAL FROM THE MAGNETOSOOPB. 137 

ill pretenaiona to a physical character in tha e^iperimentB rooat bp giyen over. . . . 
To adjuPQ bim to perseverance ia to mock him. . . . O Header of ourf, say we, 
IB there nay need of farther refuting ibeae ejtperimentations ? " ' 

We lieliiive there is no such " need." But at the aamc time we 
'feelieve, also, with the autlior of a very able article on this suhject 
;im the Lancet for 15th November 1851, that the whole matter ia one 
calculated, in relation to the effects and vagaries of Inmian credu- 
lity, to teach all of us in unmistakeahle language, a lesson "of 
great importance," viz., that " Globulism is neither more nor less 
true than the wonders of this famous Instrument ; the same intel- 
'lects, dealing with similar evidence, have supported both the one and 
the other; and they have shown, at least to a demonstration, that tliey 
'have reached the utmost confines of folly and dupedom, The whole 
evidence, if such a term may he prostituted in favour of their 
vaunted system, is of the same calibre, worthy of the same trust, 
«id having the same credibility as that brought to bear on the 
new Magnetic Indicator.' ' 
And henco the reason why I have devoted so long a chapter 
'to the history of this characteristic topic. 

' The antbor of ibis article in the HomceopalAic Jtmrtial, oflers, in conclusion the 
blloning observations regarding an attempted resuscitation of the Magneloecope 
" ; M. Leger : — " It further appears that a Dr Leger (a French gentleman, wa pre- 
>, probably a cadet of the old honoured house, de Main, at this present moment 
le very highest honour at Paris), is making a weekly exbibilion of the Magneto- 
t Hangerrord Hall ; and that, as a matter of course, to crowds of good judges, 
Dnbtlesa the admiring pupibi of Professor Anderson of the North. This ia as it 
liboald be, too ; for it restores the good old divining ring to its original honoars. It 
it in the right hand, before the right ejee; and it ia welcome to swing there 
peace till doomsday." — (P. 107.) 
» Limeei for 1851, p. 472. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

HUMAN CUEDULITY — ITS VARIOUS FORMS IN PAST ASIJ 
PRESENT TIMES ; ANALOGIES IN THESE FORMS ; AS BB 
TWEEN WITCHCRAFT AND UOMffiOPATHY IN REGARD Tft 
SPIRITUAL INEI^UENCES, TRANSFORMATIONS, DEFIANCE OKI 
PHYSICAL LAWS, ETC. 



Is the history of the human mind, few things arc more interesting 
or more instructive tliau from time to time to turn back and con- 
sider the so-called sciences and strange delusions in which > 
predecessors of foi-mer ages placed implicit belief. To ns at the-" 
present day it seems ahnost incredible that men — and these often 
the greatest and wisest men of their age — should have solemnly and 
very generally believed, for example, in the doctrines of Augurjjj 
of Astrology, of Alchemy, of Sorcery, etc., etc. 

Nor, in pm^uit of the same line of thought, is it less striking— 
though it is confessedly far more humbling — to look around at tl 
present hour, and consider for a moment the analogous living delusion! 
that for a timt' are enjoying temporarj- repute and fashion among ua^ 
but which, doubtlessly, will ultimately share the fate of the ini 
able simUar spurious " sciences " and " systems" which have preceded 
them. In this respect, the experience of the present time is only lik^ 
the experience of all past time, proving, as it does, iu too man* 
and ill too marked instances, the innate truth of Southey's observaJ 
tion, that, naturally, "man is a dupeable animal, and quacks i 
medicine, quacks in religion, and quacks in politics, know this — I 
and live upon the kaiowledge of it." It will certainly be difficult fori 
our descenilants to point to a more striking illustration of tins re- 1 
mark in the nineteenth century than is to be tbund in the present J 
belief^ or at least profession of belief, by some minds in that which y 
a modem critic has designated, " a system of medical quackery, ] 
more adapted to the era of the declining Greek and Roman civilisa- | 
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t!un, than the ealminatioii of the Eitrope.iii," mtniolr, hoiucDOjMlhj ; 
fi>r, in nuious of its tenets and doctrines, honiceoi>alIiy stands per- 
haps really uueqnalled in extravaganre with any system of delo^on 
that has, hi any former times of ignorance and darkness, furroed an 
object of hnmati credulity an<i belief. 

Of all the delnaons that have from time to time 6xeA the atten- 

Ition and gained tlie faith of mankind, nitchcraft is most generally 
lel'erred to by modem anthors as a strange and well-knowni exampk* 
lOf an exploded science or creed, involving an amount of folly and 
tExednlity on the part of our fi^refothers that now seems to lis almost 
^conceivable. Indeed, the history of witchcraft is constantly atlndod 
Co aa displaying an extent and extravagance of hitman belief, so 
faring and monstrous in its details, that it is almost impossible to 
conceive that men, otherwise rational and intelligent, should have 
«ver accorded credence to its alleged workings and wonders. Yet 
we know only too painfully from the pages of historj', that formerly 
witchcraft " numbered its victims by tens of thoniuiuds, and its 
I votaries by millions." 

^^^v We always see, however, the faults and follies of others far more 
^^^Vdearly than we can perceive our own. While we can easily appre- 
^^^Fdate the true chai-acter of those vaidous delusions that have long 
^^^ passed and vanished, we are often enough strangely and obstinately 
blind to the true character of the analogous delusions and so-called 
sciences by which we may ourselves be actually surrounded. Many 
disciples of homaHipathy of the present time, would perhaps deem it 
derogatory to Iw regarded as not more rational in their creed and 
credulity than the now despised disciples of witchcraft of former times. 
Yet certainly such is only too tnily the actual fact. The tenets of 
homoeopathy, as enunciated in the nineteenth century, may be 
t'dressed up in moro modem and attractive phraseology than we find 
tile tenets of witchcraft desonbed in the accounts of it handed down 
to us fi-om the fifteenth or the sixteenth eenlm-ies. But, in reality, 
to any one who will consider the subject calmly and without pre- 
judice, the actual dogmas and delusions themselves which formerly 
mstituted the ci-eed of witclicraft, will not he found to exceed 
latly, if indeoil they exceed at all, in slngulai-ity and incrotiibility, 
llie actual dogmas an<i ilolusions which constitute the previuling 
creed of Halnuniunn and his followers. Let us take one or two of 
the more leading and prominent ]M>ints in each crcod as Illustratir 
of this remark. 
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In relation to witchcraft, three of the main or principal doctrine^ 
entertained were, — First, that human beinga who desired to 1 
practitioners of witclicraft could always obtain, for their own use ct 
earth, by special means itnd exorcisms, the aid and assistance t 
spiritual powers from the spiritual world; secocdlj', that those y 
obtained these jmwers could temporarily transform their own bodies 
or the bodies of otlior men, into the shapes of different speciea c 
animals ; and thirdly, that the common laws of physics and gravitj 
were set at nougiit by the practitioners of this science or art, i 
far as they had the power of passing tlirough small apertures, fljinj 
in the air, or fioating on the surface of water, etc. We have coimte 
parts, and more than counterparts, to these and other absurd ten^ 
relative to the ancient science of witchcraft in the vaunted moder 
doctrines of homoeopathy. 

We liave ah^ady made some quotations from Hahnemann aam 
others (see p. 2d), as to tlio belief which he himself and his ibif 
lowers maintain, that by the multiplied triturations and succussiort 
which they employ in the preparation of their remedies, they evob 
"spijilual medicinal powers" out of the crude substances or drugi 
which tliey thus treat. " The horaosopathic system of medicine,''^* 
saya Hahnemann, " develops for its use, to an unheai-dnaf degree,^ 
the spiritual medicinal powers of the crude substances by means o 
a process peculiar to \t'' —{Organon, p. 315.) And in anothej 
passage of his Organon he tells us, " that this spiritual power {oiM 
drugs), capable of altering man's health, and hence of curing 
diseases, which lies hid in the inner nature of medicines, i 
itself discoverable by us, in any way, by the mere effort of reasoning.''? 
— (P. 121.) "The homceopatliic remedies," says Eroacke, 
merely stripped of their bodies, of their matter, tliat the ' spirit' onlyl 
may be employed." ' " I believe," eays Dr Mure, the ' Apostle o^jl 
homosopathy,' " that all substances in nature, even those regardet 
as most inert, possess the power of acting on the vital dynamismjfl 
because all contain a spiritual principle, which they derive front 
God." = 

In short, Hahnemann, and others of his school, have laid it dow 



' Broicko's " Homojopathic ObservatLons," cjuoted in Dr Wood's " Sequel," p. 13. 

' British Jonrnol of HomcEopathj, vol. vii. p. 535. Professor Plsyfair baa ieft it 
on record, that Dr Horse! j emerlained ihis suaoge doetrine, that "every atom of 
matter has a soyl." I'iajriiir'e Works, Appfndij:, y. 1H. Weld's iZii'oi-y o/Ihe Itoyal \ 
Socift}/, vol. ii., p. 168. 
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t, Bs one of tlieir leading dogmas, tliiit tlie continued shakings and 

tnturations which homoeopathists employ in the preparation of their 

Slations, tinctnres, etc., enabled them to separate and secure a 

I* epirilual medicinal power" from the drags on which they operated. 

Tie believers in witchcraft of a former age fancied that, by exer- 

ising particular conjurations and forms of words, it was possible for 

lan to obtain for his use invisible spiritual sorcerie powers, by the 

aid of which he could work at pleasure " weal or woe upon the bodies 

and minds of his fellow-men." The followers of Hahnem.inn of the 

present age in the same way fancy that, by exercising particular 

Buccussions and triturations, it is possible for man to obtain for his 

use (even out of matters supposed to be inert, as platinum, gold, 

charcoal), invisible spiritual medicinal powers, by the aid of which 

Jie can produce at pleasure the strangest effects upon the bodies or 

I minds of his fellow-men. In proof of these effects, let the reader 

I turn again to the hst of mental delusions and bodily aftections, which 

^Ihe homceopathists allege to be produced by their drugs, and some 

itiof which we have quoted in the preceding pages.' 

In obtaining spiritual influences to aid them in their work, the 

alleged capacity of the wizard and tJie bomceopatbist differs, however, 

it is proper to remark, in one respect. The practitioner of bomoeo- 

patliy evokes by triturations, succussions, etc., bis " spiritual" powers, 

L .principles, or influences, out of material bodies, as house-salt, charcoal, 

\ <^ster-slielts, etc. ; and then subsequently chains these powers down 

\ again for bis use into material forms, dissolving them to form his 

tinctures, or compounding theui with sugar of milJt to form bis 

globules, etc. The practitioner of witchcraft, on the contraiy, evoked 

his " spiritual" powers, principles, or influences, from the world of 

J- disembodied spirits, or ont of the spiritual and not out of the material 

I .world. But he was supposed also to have the power, like the 

I liomceopatbist, ofconverting them subsequently into corporeal shapes, 

lifoid, like him, of retaining them for his use under corporeal forms. 

I^^us Reginald Scott, one of the most learned writers on witchcraft in 

the 17tli century, sums up the estabbsbed part of the old doctrine of 

Bjthat science, relative to this part, and relatii'e to the powers and 

■practice of witches, in the following formula : — " And now, forsooth, 

"i^aays he,) it is brought to this point, that all devils which were wont 



r csample, p. 76, 77; p. 72 
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to be spii-itititl may ut their (the witi'lies") ploasure become corport 
and show themselves familiar to witclieti and conjurers, and to noml 
Dther ; and by thorn only may be made tame, and kept in a Box."! 
It IB unnecessary to state farther how periectly analogous this is (B 
and all included) to the opinion and practice of Hahnemann and h!i 
followers regarding the spiritual medicinal influences which the^ 
believe tht'y can "develop" (to use their own term), and with which, 
forsooth, they imagine they (.'an perlbrm such wondei-fid effects o 



Tiie witch-burners of the sixteenth and seventeenth centurlei 
believed that witchcraft bestowed the property of animal transfof* 
mations ujwn its votaries ; and that those possessed of the requin 
influence, had the power of appearing in the form of hares, wolv« 
cats, etc. But modern homccopathy has seriously and aolemnljl 
taught transformations far more marvellous. For Hahnemairi 
and his strict followers in the itch doctrine (see page 24) ■ 
far viilually uphold tliat the itch insect (Acurun Sealiei), or i 
miasm, may appeal- both in the human mind and human bodjf 
under the shape, attributes, and forma of many, many dilfereu) 
8])ecies of disease ; as Mania and Mumpe, Ilypochondriasis and Hys- 
teria, Cancer and Cram])S, Convulsions and Calculus, Asthma &a( 
Amaurosis, Dropsy and Deafness, llickets and Bleeding from thj 
nose, Palsy and Pains of innumerable kinds, etc., etc. ; besides e 
which, it is this same insect which is the indirect or direct c 
according to Mr Everest, of Atheism, Bigotry, the Crusades, Mm 
monism, Agapemone, and a thousand other Sins and Crimea. (Sea 
antecedently, p. 25). And the prevalent idea of the old witcUj 
finders, detecting by peculiar witch-marks on tho bodies of t 
accused, the infallible presence of "the markings of Satan," was 
surely not a whit more ridiculous and trntbiess than the modens 
idea of Hahnemann and his disciples, detecting by its peculiar sigi 
in a hundred different chronic diseases, the infallible presence of tb< 
miasm of the A carus Scabid ; or in other words, the astounding ev< 
lutions and escapades of that unhappy and mischievous insect, tbq 
feats and fi-eaks of this microscopic entomological " spirit of evil." 

According to the doctrines of witchcraft, the possessed had so fafl 
some of the simplest and the best established laws of physics sen 



' Scoti's Diacovery of Witclicrnfl. I.etler to Sir Itoger Mannwoml, p. 3. 
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Bido ill theii' persons. For they could float on tlic surface of water, 
or sail in sieves, or fly tlirouf;h the air, and were not heavy enough 
to outweigh tlie church Bible. In the same way, according to the 
doctrines of hnnKcopathy, some of the simplest and best established 
laws of physics are set aside in the creed of Hahnemann and hia 
followers. For the medicinal jMwer of a drug la not influenced by 
the amount of the dose ; or the curative eifect of a medicine does not 
L^epend upon the physical quantity, bulk, or amount of it which is 
Nay, " the less material the medicine becomes the jnore , 
(Ecacious it proves," to use the language of a homceopatliic disciple. 
Those living under the power of witchcraft could in a great measure 
set at defiance tiie effect of mere physical weight or gravitation 
a they travelled through the world ; those living under the power 
of homosopatby beheve that tliey can in a great measure set at 
defiance the effects of mere physical quantity in the drags which 
they swallow, and hence they obtain — they aver — the same cura- 
tive i-esult in praiier cases, whether they employ the lOOtb or the 
1,000,000th part of the " medicinal spiritual power" of a grain of 
a drug (as sulphur, quinine, etc.) ; or give it in doses only of a 
kl,0(X).<KIO,000,000.000,0(»,000,000,000,000,000,000.000,000,000,000,000,000,^ 
I'Of a grain ; or use it, as " a large number" do, in dosea of, 

1 00,000, 000,000, 000,000,000,000, 000,000,000,000, 000,000,000,000, 000,000,000, 000, 
000,000,000, 000,000,000, 000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000, opo, 000,000, 000, 
000,000,000, 000,000,000, 000,000, 000, 000, 000, 000,000,000, 000, 000,000, 000,000, 000, 

000,OO0,0O0,OO0,0O0,00O,000lh ' 

l||Kirt of a gram. In the history of witchcraft, nothing perhaps could 
I he found taxing human credulity to the extent that Hahnemann 
I tased it when he alleged that, in the cure of all diseases, " the 

' The long Btriog of figurcB in the text signifies only the lOOth dilntiDD. one of tlio 
ttitaT of the high dilutions used by those hoina.>opathlata who employ these potencies. 
For these high dilutions range np to the 2()0th, 600ih, lOOOlb, 20(X)th, etc. But to 
repretent one of (he lant of these dilutions would require more oiphers than our 
printer's fouDt posseiiiics. We linve already slated at page 56, ibat according to the 
evidence of one of the editors of the Hoiiuccpalitk Journal, he bod found, in a tour 
I Ihroogh Germuay in 1850, that "a farye number 0/ praclitio<ier$" of homtcopathy of 
I tbat counlry were " Btaunch adhercnla of the high potenclea." And they have 
■ fcllowera among the homceopathic practitioners in this country. I was latelj infonned 
by a. London bomo.'npBiiiic druggist, that one of tbe most fashionable and successful 
practitioners in that city ftpquently used drugs in their 200th dilution is his prescrip- 
liuDB and prHciice- To represent llie 200th dilution of a grain such as thij practi- 
tioner employs, would require a I followed by 400 ciphers, or doulilo the aamber of 



those used by us in the four lini 



I of iigur 



n the 
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fiest doa« " is the swalloiviiig, or smelling; rather, of a decillionth, i 
1,000,000.000.000,000,000,CK)O.OCO,000,000,000,0(»,000,000,OIXI.OOO,000.000,000,00 
of a grain ; — or, in other words, the swallowing, or Gnielling on] 
(see iiTitecetleritly, ]), 61) of a diy globule of sugar formerly dippi 
in a drop out of an occnn, millions and millions and millions of timej 
larger than all the oceans of the earth, and medicated hy only c 
single gi-aiii of the appropriate drug Ijeing duly dissolved in t 
enormous sea. 

Some modern disciplea of homosopathy have endeavoured i 
argue for the truth of their so-called science, from the mere numb^ 
of credulous people whom they allege to believe in it, or who cob! 
be brought to testify in its favour. If such an argument ' 
worth aught, witchcraft should be greatly more true than homca 
pathy, since millions more have believed in the one than in ti)t 
other ; and the alleged wonders of witchcraft were judicially a 
by far more numerous witnesses than have ever heun casually a 
duced in favoiu- of any of the alleged wonders of hoinocopathg 
The belief in witchcraft was not only far more general, but it wm^ 
prolonged in its duration ; leading, during its prevalence, to resuld 
which it ia now fearfitl to contemplate. " Europe," observes Dr J~ 
kay, " for a period of two centuries and a half, brooded upon tH 
idea, not only that parted spirits walked the earth to meddle in thl 
affairs of men, but that men had power to summon evil spirits ti 
their aid to work woe upon their fellows. France, Italy, 
many, England, Scotland, and the far north, successively ran maj 
upon this subject. Tiiousands upon thousands of unhappy persott) 
fell victims to this cruel and absurd delusion. In many cities ^ 
Germany, the average nuniber of executions for this pretende^ 
crime, was sLe hundred annually, or two every day."* Nor v 
the belief, and the effects of the belief, less marked in Scotland 
and England. In speaking of its prevalence in Englai 
Zachary Gray informs iia that, " he himself perused a list of thre« 
thousand witches who were executed in the time of the Long 
Parliament alone. During the first eighty years of the seventeenth 
century, the number executed has been estimated at five hundred 
annually, making the inghtful total of forty thousand."^ " Upon ■ 
very moderate calculation it is presumed that, from the passing o 



' Popular Delusion, vol. ii. p. 10! 



' Ibid, p. 141. 
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B: the Act of Queen Mary till the accession of James to tlie throne 
of England, the average number of executions for witchcraft in 
Scotland, a period of thirty-nine years, was two hundred annually, 
or seventeen thousanj altogether." ' 

The hclief in witchcraft affected society far more deeply than ever 
homceopathy has done, or is ever at all likely to do. On the Conti- 
nent, it found enthusiastic disciples among Popes and Kings, Princes 
and Piiests; and, in fact, the populations' of whole kingdoms ardently 
adopted it. In England there were sincere believers in it from that 
royal writer on demonology, King James, down to the most venerable 
judge upon the judicial bench, Sir Matthew Hale, and that most in- 
telligent of English physicians. Sir Thomas Bi*owne. " The highest 
ranks," says Dr Mackay, "shared and encouraged the delusion." A.s 
in most other analogous delusions, women were among its most enthn- 
siastic votaries ; and too often its victims. The wise IGng James 
offers as his royal explanation (whether cori*ectly or not Vi*e may not 
disloyally inquire) why there were twenty women devoted to the 
practice of witchcraft for every one man, that " as that sexe is fi-ailer 
than man is, so is it (the female s6x) easier to be entrapped in these 
grosse snares." But the princijial promoters of the belief in witch- 
craft, as in most other analogous delusions and quackeries, proved 
to be the clergy. Thus, in one of the last witch trials in Scotland 
(and wJiich resulted in the bnming of five poor women at Paisley, 
upon the false and foolish accusation of a child of eleven years of 
age), Law specially tells us that, among the persons chiefly to blame 
for this fearful judicial murder, were "certain ministers of too much 
forwardness and absurd credulity." The nature of the clerical 
education is perhaps the reason of this discreditable characteristic ; 
but be the explanation what it may, it proves only too true still, 
that (like witchcraft, sorcery, etc., in olden times) mesmerism, 
clairvoyance, homoeopathy, and the like delusions of modem times, 
have in various parts of the kingdom their principal or sole 
supporters in the clergymen of the district, to the frequent loss of 
their own proper and legitimate clerical influence with rational and 
sound minds in the successful discharge of those far higher duties 

I Popular DelnaioD, toI. ii. p. I3S. 

» " There was not," says Dr Henrj, when trtsling of oar mannera in the fifteentli 
century, •' thara waa not a man Ihen in England who entertained ihe least doubt of 
the reuHty of Sorcery, Necrom»nny, and other diabolicol arls."— //i*8(oiy 0/ Oreai 
^Ailam, vol. ii. n. 513. 



SI1IILAKITIE8 WITH WITCHCBAFT. 

r inigbtier truths which havt; been entrusted to their sped 
iing and care. 
Aony homoeopathista, however, argue, that medical men ought fa 
leave out of view all secondary considerations connected with homce 
pathy ; — thoy oaght to drop out of sight, Hahnomann's doctrine oTl 
itch miasm as the cause of " seven-eight lis of all chronic diseases"— «'• 
his doctrine of infinitesimal doses — his docti'iuc of spiritual medicinal^fl 
inSuencea, etc. etc., as mere subsidiary articles in the homosopatlueJ 
creed, and ui-ticlcs to which all hia followers do not implicitly sulwl 
scribe ; and fiirther, they aver that, in considering the value andf 
character of homoeopathy, physicians ought to look alone to Hahii&-'a 
raann's one grand discovery and great ruling tenet or dogma, simiUa^M 
timilibits curantur, " tike is cured by like," as the sole vital part t 
his peculiar medical system. Thus, to quote Dr Scott, one of tha>| 
most learned of the homteopathic writers, " the essential characteristitt 
of the homceopathic school Is singly and simply the adoption of a laur-m 
of tfealmenl applicable to ALL fomia of disease, expressed by the' t 
words, 8IMILIA BiMiLiBUS CDRANTUR; this/' he ndds, "weconceiv« 
to be the whole distinctive creed." ' 

In the remaining chapters, therefore, we will principally confinal 
our attention to this so-called law, and consider the grounds upc 
which Hahnemann averred its truth, as founded on analogy, and o 
the method pursued by nature in her own successful cures of diseases d 
the extent of similarity which Hahnemann required for its fulfilment ;■ 
the effects on medical practice and theory to which this doctrintg 
ofaimilia similibus curantur tends to lead; whether this averred ani 
versal law of therapeutics is not disproved by considering the effec 
of our best known remedies upon some of our best known diseases, etc 
Before doing so, let me merely observe, in concluding the preseiri 
chapter, that, even in relation to this fiindamental law of Bitnitid 
similibus, the modem theory and practice of homceopathy finds again 
in this, as in the instances^ which I have already cited, its " «'mi&irT 

' British Joanial of Homioopathy for 1850, p. 289. 

' " Wilches thcmneltes (observoa Lord Bucon) aro imaginative, and believe oftai^ 
timea thejdo ihat which Ihoj do not." It ia perhnps superfluoiia lo remark hotel 
Lord Bacon's remark applies to homctopathials. Nor is a late obnervation by I 
Mbjo, upon one of the tnarvoU In the history of the practitionera of wiichcrafl, 1e 
tniB in reference to the history of the practitioners of bomiEOpathj. " T'Aa marvel ig 
witchcraft (sajs Dr Mayo), Is the belief entertained by the sorcerers and wilches them.| 
selyoa of its reoUiij. That many of these persona, shrewd and unprinoipled, shooli 
have i>rttf.nikd an implicit belief in their art, ia only what is occasioniilly done ii 
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in the ancient practice and science of witchcraft. For when the olden 
practitioners of ■witchcraft wished to influence a person, they always 
formed, as is well known, an artificial hkenesa or image (simile) of the 
special individual whom they wished to remove or destroy ; just as the 
present practitioners of homceopathy declare that they always form in 
the system an artificial likeness or image {simile) of the special dis- 
ease which they wish to remove or destroy. " The way (says Bal- 
grave) wliich the witches usually take for to afflict man or beast© in 
this kind, is done hy Image or Model, made in tho likeness of that 
man or beaste they intend to work mischief upon." 1 And hy injur- 
ing with pins, needles, fire, or otherwise, any part or organ of this 
image, as the limb, liver, etc., the same part or organ in the devoted 
individual was supposed to suffer correspondingly ; — a kind of belief 
, in similia eimilihus delentur as old as the days of Ovid : — 



modern timea. Bat that tbej ehoulil, as it is proved hy some of tlieir confes^ons pre- 
vioDBlf lo execation, have been their onn dupes, and have entertaitted no doubt what- 
•oerer of the leslity of their iniercourae with the devii, is earprisicg enough." — 

L Pop\dar Sitpa-stitiom, p. 131. 

I 1 ABtrologicid Practice of Phjeiuk, p. 89, Bee also King James' Da^monologj, 
Book ii., Chap. 5, etc. etc. Saeh images were also used for medical parposea by the 
eioTcista. Tbui Pizzumus adviaes a wax image or airni^ of the patient, to be made 
by the physician, and the organ or part in the image to be bnmt, which corresponds 
to the diseased organ or port in the invalid ; believiog lliat the destmction of the 
ased part in the image will secnra the destruction of iho disease in the some part 

r «f the iuratid. — Sea the Ewhiridten Exareisticum, p, 54. 
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ON THE LAW OP HOMffiOPATIIY A8 EXmBITED BY NATURH 
IN THE PHYSICAL WORLD, AND IN THE CURATIVE EFFBCtS 
OP SIMILAR DISEASES UPON EACH OTHER ; HAHNBMANN'rf^ 
ILLUSTRATIONS FROM SMALL-POX AND MEASLES ; 
TION OF THESE ILLUSTRATIONS. 



Medical men are often roundly blamed by the partisans of partwl 
cular syatema of medical charlatanry, for not bestowing upon the! 
particular system or systems, whieli these partisans happen to patro-B 
nise, an appropriate share of study and consideration. But thetasfcfl 
would be as endless — as useless — if the legitimate physician had tola/l 
aeide his legitimate studies in order to take time to direct bis atten-^ 
tion to every form of temporary charlatanry that chanced to sprinj 
up. As justly might it be argued, that the clergyman is blameablee 
for not laying aside his Bible and ecclesiastical duties, and bestowinj 
upon the innumerable forms of reli^ous creeds and alleged revelatioaQ J 
that at present prevail in the world, or that may from time to tim 
be propounded, the degree of study and consideration which tiuim 
favourers of each of these special delusions may deem necessary.r 
" Have you ever looked into homoeopathy ? — have you ever readfl 
Hahnemann's Organon ? — said an eminent divine to an equalljrl 
eminent physician. 'No;' replied tbe physician, 'and let me aak% 
you, in return, if you have read the Mormon Bible 1' Tbo clergy- J 
man, of course, answered in the negative ; and his medical fiien^l 
Btud to him very properly, ' When yon take the trouble to examine f 
Joe Smith's Bible, I will take the trouble to examine Hahnemann'aj 
Organon,' " ' 

The " Organon " of Hahnemann, the work alluded to in the above^ 
anecdote, is, as I have said in a preceding page (p. 2), "the prin-f 
cipal and standard work on the subject " of homoeopathy ; and hence V 



I Dr Hookar'a Pbjaii 



HOMffiOPATHT IN OPTICSj ETC. 

I it is the volume to which, throughout the present essay, I have 
I principally releiTed when citing the standard opinions of Hahne- 
Dr Dudgeon, of London, in publishing in 1849 an English 
I translation of the last edition of it, prefaces the book by announcing 
"The immortal work that contains the full exposition of 
I that glorious and beneficent system of medicine — homceopathy." 
I ** Every page of it," he states, " abounds in profound and original 
[ thought ;" and the last or fifth German edition, the one which, as I 
I liave said, he translated, from which wo have always quoted in this 
I essay, " contains the principles of his doctrine in their moat perfect 
\ and matured state" 

In this work, Hahnemann, amongst other numerous matters and 
I tenets, explains some of the foundations upon which he bases his 
I " unerring law" of homceopathy similia similihus curanlur. One of 
I these foundations, if it may be called so, consists of analogical evi- 
I denee from phenomena in the physical and moral world. A 
I Becond, and far more important foundation, consists in the allega- 

■ lion, that homceopathy is the mode of cure which Nature herself 
I follows in the successful treatment of diseases. Let us consider 

■ briefly the statements which he makes under each of these heads : — 



fl. Analogical evidence in favour of Homeopathy from tlie study of 
Physical Phenomeiia. 

*' A weaker dynamic aifection is (says Hahnemann) permanently 
I extinguished in the living organisD> by a stronger one, if the latter, 
I "Whilst diSering in kind, is similar to the former in its manifestations." 

" Thus (Hahnemann Adds) are cured both ph^aical aSecliona and moral maladiea. 
How ia it that id tbe early dawn tbe brillisot Jupiter vanishes from [he gase of 
the bebolderf By a stronger, very similar, power acting od hia optic nerve — the 
brightness of approaching day 1 In situations replete with fcetid odonrs, wherewith 
is it Mual to soothe effeotnaliy the offended olfactory nervesf With snuff, that affects 
the sense of smell in a similar, but stronger, manner [ No niuGic> no sogared caltc* 
which act on the nerves of other senses, oan cure this nausea caused by the disgust- 
ing odour. How docs the warrior ininningly banish the piteous cries of him who 
mna the gauntlet tirom the ears of the compassionate bystanders? By the shrill notsi 
of the fife, cummingled with the roll of the noisy dmm ! And the distant roar of the 
enemy's cannon, that iospirea his army with fear? By the mimic thunder of (he big 
drum I For neither the one nor the other would the distribution of a brilliant piece 
of uniform, nor a repritaand to the regiment, snlGce. In like manner, mourning and 
Morrow will be effaoed from the mind, by the account of another and attll greater 
Oftuse for sorrow hapjiening to another, even though it lie a mere fiction. The injuri- 
oua consequences of too great joy will be lemoved bj (trinking <!offee, wiiich producei 
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It is difficult to conimont, with due gravity, upon reasoning a 
rampant and ridiculous as the above ; and yet some of the more easily 1 
deluded of the disciples of Hahnemann, not only look apon these f 
analogical proofs of the truth of homoeopathy as very philosophic^ I 
but cite them with earnest eagerness as c\-idence to that effect. But I 
to what does this analogical reasoning amount? Its intense innata I 
folly may [)erhaps be best seen by simply adducing a specimen of the . 
conclusions to which such homoeopathic physics would lead. If there 
is any truth in Hahnemann's allegations, it necessarily follows, as 
pointed out by Dr Currie, " That when the eye is pained by gazing at 
a glittering object or a bright artificial light, we have but to gaze . 
upwards for a while at the sun in order to relieve the suffering 1 
organ of vision. When offended with disagreeable emanations, v 
have bnt to cause a sufScient quantity of sulphuretted hydrogen to I 
be eliminated to remove all annoyance of the kind ; and when alarm I 
is caused by the firing of a pistol, it will be at once removed by firing I 
off a piece of ordnance. The idea of military drums being intended to J 
drown the roar of the artillery, and thereby prevent the soldiers irom I 
getting frightened, is a capital illustration of Hahnemann's 
ing as to cause and effect. The next illustration argues only a dfr- I 
moniacal mind, if it be given as the result of experience ; extreme -I 
ignorance of the phenomena of mind, if only a theory. Truly there 1 
must be great hope for the poor oppressed sons of Africa, if there I 
be any shadow of foundation for the last of these illustrations of the | 
lucidum per ohscurum." ' 

But it is, I believe, quite needless to dwell upon these indefen- 
sible analogies of Hahnemann in favour of homceopathy. The more I 
rational among his own admirers and followers confess them to j 
be simply ridiculous. " We may," observes an editorial critic, In | 
one of the last Ntunbers of the " British Ilomceopathic Jom:nal," 
"we may, and do admit, that almost all the ana/of/t^i! Hahnemann has J 
adduced, in illustration of his therapeutic principle, from the phy- 
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sical and moral world, are unhappy. We have ere now frequently 
exposed their fallacy." — {BritUh Journal of Homceopaihy for 1852, 

The other allegation of Hahnemann, that the principle of similia 
stmilibus eurantur is the curative praiciple which Nature herself 
follows in her own occasional successful treatment of diseases, is a 
proposition, the importance of which demands for it a more length- 
ened examination. 



I 2. Alleged evidence in favour of Homceopathy from ike study of lAi 
mode in which natdbe removes the Diseases of the body by the 
curative agency of other SIMILAH diseases. 

In various parts of his " Organon," Hahnemann anxiously at- 

I tempts to show that the law of homceopathy {si7mlia eimitilue cur- 

antur) is the law of euro which Nature herself follows when she is 

iessful in removing one disease by the occurrence of another. 

In other words, Hahnemann roandly and repeatedly avers, that the 

I alleged universal law of cure which he supposed he had discovered 
— " like is cured by hke" — was a law exemplified by Nature in her 
curative removal of one similardisease by the supervention of another. 
He earnestly insists upon this pathological or rather therapeutical 
point as a natural groundwork, and great argument for the truth of 
hie supposed universal law of artificial cure. Speaking of the alleged 
cure or removal of a previous disease iu the body by the accidental 
supervention of any similar disease, he observes, " We can point to 
Bome beautiful homosopathic cures effected by this lucky concur- 
rence, all so many inconteoveetible proofs of the great, the sola 
therapeutic law of nature that obtains in them — cure by similarity of 
symptoms."^ "When two stmi/oj- diseases (as he again states it) meet 
together in the same body, that is to say, when to the disease already 
pi-eseiit a stronger similar one is added, we see how a cure can be 
efiected by the operations of Nature, and we got a lesson as to how 
me ought to cure ; " ^ for the physician is in this way taught " what 
I kind of artificial morbific potency (or medicine) he ought to choose, in 
order to cure in a sure, rapid, and permanent manner, agreeably to 
\ the process that takes place in nature."" "All (lie avers) the rapid 
I and perfect cures thftt Nature ever performed, wore always effected by 
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Ihe su|n.'rveiitioQ upon the oli! diBcaae of one of a eimilar character.''^ 
And lieuce he argiies elsowliere, tliat " for this mode of procedm 
(by homoMpathy) we have the example of unfettered Natit 
HERSELF, when to an old disease there ia added a new one similR 
to the firat, whereby the one is rapidly and for ever annihilated a 
cured." " 

Klsewht'rc ho systt<matises the same proposition into the fullowir 
broad and sweeping statement : — " Invariably (says HahnemannV 
andineverycaSL', do two diseases, differing certainly in kind, but v 
similar in their phenomena and effects, and in the sufferings i 
gymptoms they severally produce, ANNiniiATE one anothee, whei 
ever they meet in tlie organism ; the stronger disease, namely, aniu 
hllates the vreaker." " 

" I might (alleges Hahnemann) adduce many examples of disease* 
which, in the course of Nature, have been homoeopathically cure 
by other diseases with similar symptoms;" hut, as he wislies onlj§ 
" to speak about something determinate and indubitable," he " 
fines " his illustration of the preceding tenet — regarding the invai 
able annihilation of one similar disease by the supervention of another 
— to adducing the curative effects of two diseases, Small-pox an^ 
measles, upon other similar affections. It would be nought but a 
waste of time and patience to expose and refute all the trifling s 
irrelevant examples which Haiinemann gives in supposed illuH 
tration of the horaceopalhic curative effects of these two disease 
But let us consider one or two of his own most positive and promineaB| 
examples. And I take first, the example upon which he and othe^ 
bomceopathists have, I believe, principally insisted as an illustratic^ 
of the " invariable," " eternal law of nature," that a stronger sim 
disease annihilates a weaker. This alleged example is the following 
viz. ; — that small-pox (as a remedy) will, byits similarity of symptom 
immediately remove cow-pox (as a disease) when either artificiallyo! 
accidentally the amall-pox (as a homoeopathic remedy) attacks thffi 
body at the time it is affected with the cow-pox (as a disease). 

Hahnemann states this homoeopathic curative efiect of small-p 
upon the similar affection cow-pox, in the following words: — 

" Smallpox coming on after vaccination, as well on account of u 
greater strength as its great similavity, IMMEDIATELY BEUOV£S Eh^ 
TiKELY the Cow-pox homceopathically, and does not permit it to cotn^iM 
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maturity ; lut^ on the other hand) the Cow-pox when near matiirUy 
on account of its great iimilarity, kom^ceopaiidcally diminish 
much (he supervening Small-poJ!, and jnake it much milder, as 
''M'uhry (in Robert Willan, on " Vaccination"^) and many others 
testify." * 

Now, let ua inquire what degree of truth there is in this alleged 
illustration by Hahnemann of the " invariable" homoeopathic law 
of the similia aimilibics curantur, as taken from the efiects of one 
similar disease npon the removal of another similar disease; and 
whether this is, as he styles it, " the only therapeutic law consonant 
•to nature." 



AiiA,fi}-st, let me observe, that in the above paragraph Hahnemann 

refers as his autliority to Miihry in " Dr Willan on Vaccination." 

In the celebrated work of Willan, to which Halinemaim refers, I do 

not find the name of Dr Miihry.' Ajid, on the other hand, the 

icts and deductions, in Dr Willan's work, are totally and flatly op- 

to the alleged illustration of homoeopathy from that work, as 

,ted in the first part of Habnemanu's paragraph. 

Secondly, The latter or concluding half of the preceding para- 
f Haiinemann's, contains reference to a circumstance which 
f liears httle or indeed nothing upon the question at issue, and 
I therefore scarcely deserves consideration. Mr Bryce, of Edinburgh, 
long ago showed that after a person was vaccinated, and the cow- 
pox vesicle was developed as far as the fifth or sixth day, if the 
other arm of that same person were then vaccinated, this second 
vaccine vesicle ran its course very rapidly, so as to terminate at, 
r nearly at the same time as that upon the other arm ; and the 
iwig^al idea of this " test-pock" in cow-pox inoculation was derived 

I Organon, p. 14B. 

r examples of honKsapsttiie cotbh by attaiiki or aniall-pox of preTiooslj 

[ .cxistiDgiirniVuraSboiionB,UBlinemiuiti adduces from aDiboTaainglucaijes of iheremoval 

of ophthalmia, amnuroeis, ileufuess aiiddyBpnaia,swe1iiDg of (he teeticle, and djeenterjp 

bj natural or innoculated variola. In a nubhcquent ehipler, wo ehall hare occbsIod to 

t consider whether these are reall; true exainpli'H of the " great, siAu therapeutic law of 
Nature — care bj timilariti) bf sj-mptoma." 
. ' It k, huneier, possible, tbat though Miibry'e name does not occur in the Eng- 
^ editioD of WIIUd'h work, it may be found in cunocction with translatiooa of the 
irork Into French or German. [ am not aware whether thin eosay of Willan wai 
irer traneliited into any of tbeeo laiigiitic«>. 
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by ^{r Itryco from sci'ing some similar phenomena in sn]all-]M 
inoculation. In tlie same way, when a person has a cow-pox veaio 
upon the arm several days old, and amall-pox appears, tbe small^ 
is, in a similar manner, diminislied in its intensity and harried o 
in its course. And M, Bosquet haa pointed out that the same H 
8omotimt!S seen when tlie patient, after having the small-pos lirokf 
out, is vaccinated, the cdw-|K)x in such a case, when it holds, T 
ning the short course of the test-pock of Mr Bryce. In other word 
a person constitutionally affected with cow-pox, from the vesicle n 
his arm having progressed so iar as to affect the system, has alreadjl 
his economy so changed by it, as to diminish the intensity of eith 
cow-pox or of amall-pos, if either of these be set in action at 6 
time ill the body. This reflex kind of action, however, of the disei 
(cow-pox) upon the remedy (small-pox), or of small-pox upc 
cow-pox, has no bearing upon the homoeopathic question of t" 
alleged extinction or annihilation of the cow-pox by the small-p 
For,— 

Thirdly, It is the first part of Hahnemann's pai'agraph 
is specially Important as an illustration ol' Hahnemann's 
" eternal, infallible law," that a weaker disease is permanently 
annihilated in the living body, by a stronger disease, provided 
the second, or stronger disease, is similar to the first but weaker in 
its manifestations and symptoms. " Hence (says he) small-pox 
coming on after vaccination, as well on account of its greater strength 
as its great similarity, immediately removes entirely the 
cow-pox homosopathically, and does not permit it to come to 
maturity." ' 

The author, Dr Willan, to whose work we have found Hahnemann 
in the preceding paragraph so imprudently referring, is, it will be 
universally granted, perhaps the very greatest authority that could be 
adduced upon any point connected with eruptive diseases. But, as I 
have already hinted, Willan states the matter very differently indeed 
fromHahnemann, and very differently from what Hahnemann's "in- 
variable" law requires. As early as the year 1800, Dr Willan laid 
down the following propositions, as the result of his observations 
regarding the artificial inoculation, at or nearly at the same time., 
of the same person with small-pox and cow-pox, — a proceeding 

' Organon, p. 148. 
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whicb, let me remark in passing, was often adopted for various 
reasons, when cow-pox inoculation was first introduced. 

1. '* That when a person was inoculated with vaccine and variolous 
matter about the name time, both inoculations pi-oved effective ; for the 
VACCINE VK8ICLE PROCEEDED TO ITS ACME in the usual number ol' 
days, and the maturation of the variolous pustule was attended with 
a pustular eruption on the skin. 

2. " That these effects took place, without much variation, in all 
cases where the interval between the two inoculations did not exceed 
a week; but, 

3. " That when variolous matter was inserted on the liwt/i day after 
the vaccine inoculation, its action seemed to be wholly precluded," 
(the system being now sufficiently fortified against it by the due 
protecting effects of cow-pox).^ 

The result of several yeai's' further observations on this i>oint, led 
Dr Willan to conclude that, " The variolous and vaccine virus inocu- 
lated at the same time restrain the operation of each other on the 
body, and somewhat alter the form of the pustules or vesicles, «ji(ft- 
owi effecting any change in the qualities of the fluid they contain," 
or preventing eacJi going on to maturation. And to prove that the 
two diseases can and do go on in the constitution at the same time, 
to full maturation, he adds, " that fluid taken from the vaccine vesicle 
on the arm of a person affected with the variolous fever and eruption, 
and inserted into the arm of another person by a clean lancet, pro- 
duced tlie vaccine disease aloue ; " while in the same cases the vario- 
lous pu3tules_were also capable by inoculation of communicating 
emall-pox to those into whose skin the matter from those pustules 
was inoculated.* In other words, the two diseases, small-pox and 
cow-pox, continue to progress together in the same constitution; 
and, consequently, Dr Willan did not, as Hahnemann avers, find 
it true that sraall-pox coming on after vaccination, " immediately 
removes entirely/ the cow-pox hoinccopathically, and does not permit 
it to come to maturity." Dr Willan found the very contrarj- to be 
the fact-* 
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Dr Williiii gives a drawing and notice of a case uf tlie conjum 
lion of small- jKjx and cow-i)ox ii|x)ri the same individual, which \ 
peculiarly interesting, as bearing upon the honiccopathic law. 
represents in his work, Plate I., Fig. 3, the arm of a boy who 1 
been inoculated with variolous matter so long as ten days before v 
cination. The vaccine vesicle progressed, and is represented of fi 
size ; and within tlie border of one side of the vaccine vesicle is 
8mall--pox pustule, which rose an maturated in that unusnal [ 
tion. Matter taken from this enclosed small-pox pustule commune 
cated, Dr Wiltan further states, the small-pox ; while the matte 
taken from the vaccine portion of the vesicle, communicated I 
cow-pox, showing that the vaccinia had also maturated. The dranri 
ing of this case, as published by Dr Willan, is in itself a strong p" 
torial protest against the truth of the great " unerring infallible lai^ 
of homojopathy. For it represents not only the small-pox unabl 
to overcome and annihilate (as it homceopathically ought to do) t 
cow-pox upon the same individual ; but it shows it to be unable t 
do so even when the small-pox pustule is developed in the very sai 
portion of skin as the cow-pox pustule. " Invariably," says HabuCH 
mann, " and in every case, do two diseases, differing certiunly i 
kind, but very similar in their phenomena and effects, annihilate oiM 
another whenever they meet together in the organism; because tM 
stronger morbific potency, when it appears, does, on account of il 
similarity of action, involte exactly the same parts of t 
organism that were hithei'to affected by the weaker morbid irritatiou 
which consequently can no longer influence the system, but i 
tinguished ; or (in other words) because, whenever the vital fore 
deranged by the primary disease, is attacked by the new, i 
similar, but stronger, dynamic morbific potency, it therefore remainl 
affected by the latter alune, whereby the former similar, biq 
weaker disease, must, as a mere dynamic power without mate 
Bubstratimi, cease to exercise any furtlier morbid influence on th( 
vital force, consequently it must cease to exist.'" In the instanod 
to which I refer, the small-pox, or stronger morbific power, 
Hahnemann declares it to be, did not extinguish the weaker i 
bific power of the cow-pox, even though situated in the san 
ture, and thougli developed in identically and precisely the samd 
limited spot of skin as the disease, which, homceopathically, it oughM 
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t once to liave entirely removed and auiiihilated. It would be dif- 
ficult, I believe, or impossible, to det-iae or suggest a pathological 
esperiment of & more crucial character than this case of Willan's 
accidentally affords, to determine and fix the truth or truthlessneaa 
of the homoeopathic law, similia simililius curantur. And the evidence 
which the case offers in direct and deliberate contradiction of that 
law, is too conclusive and too convincing to require any more length- 
ened comment. 

Since Willan's lime, cases of the simultaneous existence of small- 
pox and cow-pox have not been seen so frequently, because small- 
pox is not now spread by inoculation. At the present day the 
inoculation of small-pox is prohibited by law in England. But num- 
bers of cases have been recorded of the inoculated cow-pox, and 
accidental small-pox, going on simultaneously upon the cutaneous 
surface of the same patient ; and most pi-actitioners have seen such 
cases. 

M. Legendre has collected, from various authorities, above fifty, 
and Clerault above one hundred, cases of the simultaneous appear- 
ance of those two diseases. The phenomena are more various than 
under the combination of inoculated small-pox and cow-pox ; for the 
state of the system during the stage of incubation, in accidental or 
spontaneous small-pox, appears sometimes to modify and influ- 
ence the result. But the most severe or " strongest" form of 
accidental small-pox, if it supervene upon cow-pox, does not, as a 
general rule, remove or annihilate the latter. When the small- 
pox is even of the most fatal type, still it does not " remove," 
" annihilatf," or indeed interfere at all, with the progress of the vac- 
cine pustule. In an cpidennc at Mai-seillea in 1828, sixteen persona 
died, all afi'ected with co-existent cow-pox and small-pox. A case has 
been reported by Richard, of the small-pox proving fatal at the time 
when the cow-pox pustule was in fiill course, vaccination having been 
performed eight days previously. The same author reports another 
case, in which he observed, as had been often remarked before, the 
two eruptions progress side by side unmodified by each other (les 
deux eniptions ont marchfe a cot^ I'unc de I'antre dans la meilleure 
intelligence, et de la maniere le plus beureuse).' 

M. Bosquet, the latest, and perhaps the highest, French authority 

a the subjects of cow-pox and small-pox, states, as the result ofmnch 
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study of tbis aubji'ct, tliat tlic t'ucta i-ocoi-JeJ by others, and obsen 
by hmiEclf, seem to show, — 1. That when Binall-pox and cow-j 
appear together oq the body at the same time, or witliin two or thi 
days of eacli other, each follows its omi natural progress, ■ 
modified by the other ; and that, whether the cow-pox or small-p 
first appears. 2. That the case is different when either of t 
two eruptions has a longer period of precedence of the other, for th( 
the disease which appears last, whether the amall-pox or cow-poz^fl 
modified and abridged in its course ; whilst the affection, which t 
first broken out, does not undergo the least deviation from its uoni 
form and duration (la plus avancee conserve tons ses avantages i 
finit k son beure ordinaire, sans dproavcr le moindre derangementfl 
dans sa forme, ni dans sa dur^e, p. 218).' 

These facts, regarding the mutual influence of small-pox and can 
pox, and their concurrence on the body of the same patient, are utte 
opposed to, and subversive of, Hahnemann's inferences. For WM 
Hahnemann averred to be " iNVAEiAJJLy true — and what the nee 
sities of his alleged law, similia similihua aurantur, required to be invl 
riablytrue, — b not true; the "stronger disease" (sniaU-pox)doesnff 
as he maintained, annihilate the " weaker disease" (cow-pos) when 
the small-pox comes on after vaccination. ItdoesNOT ''immediately 
remove enfireli/the cow-pox," as he averred; and generally it does not 
even interfere at all with the progress and maturation of cow-pox, when 
it comes on after it. And more, the very authority, Dr Willan, to 
whose work Hahnemann unscrupulously refers his credulous readE 
in support of bis views, gives facts and concliiaions most flatly a 
avowedly contradictory of these very views. 



But turning from such apocryphal homceopathic effects of S 
pox, let us consider the alleged homceopathic effect of the other d 
ease which Hahnemann adduces in illustration, viz., Meatlea. 

' The eame BUitority givea the following general concluaiona : — " Cc 
tons-nona da remarquer ici cjue, daos cea aarlea d'influenco de la vaccine s 
rariole et de la variole sui la vaceiae, il n'7 a rien de direct, ricn d'actif, ri 
special I c'est la anite, c'eat la conm!quenoa de la propriifDc? qu'ellea ont de ae anp 
de se subslitaei' I'nne a I'autre- La Tacclne n'arret^ pas la rariole, c'est la vor 
ijai a'arrete devant la vaccine ; et reciproqnemenl, ta voriolo ne tranche paa b: 
ment le coura de la vaccine c'eet la vacciae qoi s'lnCerrompt en face de la ' 

C^«-*inn droit da preaiance; et cela est si rrai, que plna files a'eloigneut, plua pr 

elles ae donuent rixatuaion ; plas ellea ee rajiprocheiil, plua cllea ont de 
M^pencianee," — Bosquet, p- 219. 
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t and principal illustration wliich lie gives of the liomoeopatliic 
Brapentic effect of measles is as follows : — 

T/ie Measles (says he) bears a strong resenU/lance in tJie character 
its fever and cough to the Hooping-cough, and hence it was that 
iqailltm noticed, in an epide?nic where botli Oieee affections prevailed, 
■&at many children who then took Measles remained free from Sooping- 
•pough during that epidemic. Ttiey would all have hesit protected from, 
and rendered incapable of, being infected by Hie Hooping-cough in that 
and all eubseguent epidemics, by the Measles, if Ute Hooping-cough 
were not a disease thai has only a partial similarity to tlie Measles ; 
that is to say, if it had also a cutaneous eruption similar to what the 
latter possesses. As it is, however, the Measles can but preserve a large 
Tiber from Hooping-covgh, and that only in the epidemic prevailing 
the time." ' 



In reference to the above grave and strong statement, let me 
firatobaervejthateveiy physician,' andniany a nurse and mother, can 
bear ample testunony, from their own cxpcriencoj to the fact that the 
previous occun-ence of measles does NOT prevent an attack of hooping- 
cough; not even when thoy prevail epidemically, as they some- 
times do, in the same locality at the same time. But Hahnemann 
adduces as his authority for the truth of his assertion, the evidence 
of a distinguished French physician, Bosquillon, the translator of 
the works of Collen. Unfortunately, howe^-er, for Hahnemann's 

^' Organon, p. 150. 
3 Many of onr medical oiiterE tiientioD thf faot incidentatlj. Thus tbs most 
lewnod of modern authori, Dr Copland, tella IK, inhu "Diotionarj of Medicine," that 
Hooping-cough or "pertusris, in either an epidemic or sporadic farm, psriicularly Iha 
former, Bomelimea follows rapidly upon Meaalea. Occnsionally (he add.) it appears 
daring convalejcence from that complaint" (tol. ii. p. !i37.) De»rncllcB, in bii 
Trestiee on Hooping- Cough, obsGires, " II n'cat pas r&ro de voir la rongeole, U 
tcarlatine, et mcme la rariole se manifeatEr peudant 1e cours ile U Cuqutluche, on 
etre snivies de celto maladie."— (Trai'ra de la Coqaelaehe, p. 170.) One of our beH 
modern antharitieB on the diaeiLscB of children, Dr West, belieyes an attack of the 
one disease predisposes to, instead of prevents, an attack of the other. " My belief 
(obaerrei Dr West) is, that the occurrence of any one of these diKcaecs (hooping- 
cough, mesales, and chicken-pox) duriog the epidemic preraleiiec of another, in* 
creases tbe Uabililg of the child to become alTecIed by that which ia epidemic ; and 
1 that an exacerbation of the feiei of hooping-cough, and the appearance of mere 
IB illness than the IockI symptoms account for, is very likely to he due to the 
approach either of measles or ohicten-pox."— Z>«cni'ir of Infiairy and Child/iooit, p, 
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^'cracily, llie auilior lie llius rt-ters to as his authority in the mattfl 
(csActly as in the preceding case of Wlllan), does not state wbi 
lltthiicmnnn alleges lie states. Bosquillon's remark is to tlie folloil 
ing effwt : — 

" La nature ilu !■ cinljglon qui prodait la Coquelocbp, est ilK^onnae. 
MFTi que les Itoageoles cjiiiJemiquea priki<doieol snurent cette ntsladie. D'od 1^ 
ponroil croira qn'elle a, de mome qua la maciere ie la RuDgeole, uae atlraclioa p 
licaliere av^c Ins glandes muqiieiiaes, et qae ces deux malndies out qaelqu' afBiiit£ 
Ellei aont cependant indif(ienitiuiles Vune de I'satre, et la contagion esc djlf^renlei 
car on a va beuuroup de perBonocs qui Bisect ^l^ altaqu^ ile ta Rougeolc, vrilor la 
Cnquolache, et d'autres ga^er oelte derniere quoiqu' elles eniseot on anircrolii 1> 
Boageole : ca qui pronre que Is g^n^ra^on de la matiere moTbifique varie dang e{ 
denx maladiea," 

For these observations of Bosqnillon, taken from hb Frend 
Edition of Cnllen's Practice of Medicine — at the part and chaptq 
referred to in a foot-note by Hahnemann — (viz., "'Part II. i-S 
chap, vii.''), I am indebted to my late friend Dr William Thoi 
son, ProfeasorofthePracticeof Physic in the University of Glasgow^ 
to whom I applied, knowing that he had a copy of BosquillonS 
Cnllen in his possession, As to Hahnemann's tactics i 
instance, I beg to give simply the comments on them eontaiiiqj 
in the letter from Dr Thomson, which enclosed the precec 
extract. 

"I have copied (saysDr Thomson) the passage from Bosquillot^ 
notes to Cnllen to which you refer, on the back of HaJinemanifl 
strange gloss of it, which you sent to me. A perusal ( 
satisfy you that the test and the commentary are as far apart s 
east from west. Many people, says Bosquillon, have first mes 
and afterwards hooping-cough, which seems to indicate some con- 
nection between the two diseases ; but as many who take measly 
have not hooping-cough afterwards, and many take hooping-couf 
after a considerable interval of time since they had measlefi, 
would appear that the connection is not so close as from the f 
set of cases reteiTed to, might be inferred. So far from supposind 
any preventive power, Bosqnillon thought there was some groun^ 
for thinking that measles prepares the way for hooping-cough, ana 
that that preparatory influence is exercised through the mucoui 
glands." " I have further compared (adds Dr Thomson) ! 
quillon's own note with the German translation, and 
■■^uite correspond; so that there is no loophole for escape in tliatl 



CHARACTER OP HAHNEMANN'S INSTANCES. 

The preceding instances of cure of similar diseases by small-pos 
and measles are, observes Hahnemann, " all so many inconibovee- 
TIBLE PROOFS of the great, the sole therapeutic law of nature that 
obtains in them : Cure hy similarity of symptoms. By (such) in- 
stances (he continues) this therapeutic law is rendered obvious to 
ALL intelligent minds."' 

On the contrary, the preceding illustrations will, I believe, be 
deemed by all intelligent minds quite sufficient, without further 
comment, to show the utter groundlessness of the leading special 
data derived from the cure of diseases by nature, upon which Hah- 
nemann, in the body of his " Organon," professedly grounds hia law 
of similia similibas curantuT ; and at the same time they too sadly 
illustrate the utter recldessness with which he could quietly pervert 
the facts recorded in medicine when such an alteration was necessary 
for the purpose of homceopathy. 

For here we find him daringly mating facts out of books to 
ground and base his "infaUible and unemng" homoaopathic law 
upon ; and that too with even less hesitation and scrupulosity than 
we have already, in a preceding chapter, found some of his modem 
disciples making facts out of the raagnetoscope with the view of 
proving by them visibly, the truth of the same law. 

" They di-ew aside the veil, and where they were taught to expect 
a mystery, they discerned a fraud." Such is the motto, from Eobert 
Hall, which Mr Brodribb has affixed to a late pamphlet on 
Homoeopathy. And though the language is sti'ong, it applies, I 
fear, only too truly to such painful disclosures as we have given in 
the present chapter on Hahnei 



' Orgonoii, p. 163' 



CHAPTER XVI. 

AMOUNT OF SIMILARITY REQCTEED BY THE HOM<EOPATH;iC 
LAW { CONTRADICTION OF THE LAW IN HAHNEMANN'S OWN 
mSTANCES i SUCCEEDS WHEN IT SHOULD FAIL ; FAILS WHEN 
IT SHOULD SUCCEED. 



" Can yon doubt," writes a. Reverend defender of homoeopathy, 
" whose hand it was that stamped creation with the indelible words, 
like ewes like f "The law of God ( says he) conies out in bold relief, 
' Xti« shall be cured by lAke' '" 

In accordance wth this divine law (as others besides Mr EvercBt 
have irreverently termed it), a wcater disease ought always to be 
perfectly and perraanently extinguished In the li\ing organism by a 
supervening stronger disease, which, whilst differing in kind, was eimi- 
lar to the first or pre-existing disease in its manifestations or symptoms. 
Hahnemann has adduced in his Organon several individual examples 
to demonstrate tliis alleged homoeopathic law. Fortunately these 
instances adduced by Hahnemann, are not examples of diseases 
removed by the use of so-called similar medicines ; for, then, the 
mere fact of the medicines being at all similar in their symptoms to 
the disease, might have admitted of grave doubt and dispute, since, 
as we have already seen in chapter X., the alleged " provings " of 
the medicines themselves are in general too ambiguons and founda- 
tionless in their characters to admit of any reasoning being founded 
upon them. The examples, however, which he gives of weaker 
diseases being removed, in accordance with the fundamental homoeo- 
pathic law, by the supervention of other stronger but similar 
diseases, affords a form of evidence admitting of far more satisfactory 
examination ; and more particularly when these diseases happen to 
be vidhle affections, like the cutaneous eniptions. We have ex- 
amined at some length, in the last chapter, the two principal 



' Letter to Dr CormHok, by the Kev, T. B. Eyarest, 21. 
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AHOUKT OP SaoLXBlTT HOT DEFINED. 

mstaiiccs which Hahiieinanii has himsell' selected auil adduced h 
Nature to prove that 'honKeopathy, or the principle of aimi 
similibus euranhir, is " a mode of cure founded on an eternal ari,- 
infailible law of Nature." These two alleged instances and proofs 
of this law, viz., an attack of smaJl-pox immediately and entirely 
removing cow-pox, and measles being prevented by hooping-cough, 
are, as we have seen iu the last chapter, mere assertions and not 
facts ; — his own selected instances, when properly investigated, 
affording the strongest evidence against the truth of his alleged 
" eternal law" instead of affording the required evidence iii favour 
of its truth. In the present chapter let us view the subject from 
another point, and inquire whether this alleged great " infallible law" 
of cure by similarity, may or may not be iinrther equally disproved 
by considering the amount of similarity required for its success in 
some instances, and leading to its want of success iu other examples. 

In laying down the therapeutic law, similia aimilibut curantur, as 
H general, or rather an universal, law of cure, Hahnemann has 

litted, as far as I know, to offer us anywhere a definition of the 
exact degree or kind, or amount of similarity, which he deemed 
requisite, in ordei- that his law may be practically and successfiilly 
fulfilled ; nor has he, on the other hand, anywhere estimated the 
degree of want of similarity that would lead to its failure. We 
know Irom various parts of his nxitings, that he maintained, that the 
remedy and the disease should not be the same in their symptoms.' 
iFor he denied the isopathic law of Luz, " equalia equalibua cur- 
vntuT." But while he maintained that the BjTuptoms of the remedial 
agent should be similar to, though not identical with, those of the 
disease, ho has not laid down how few or how many of the 
symptoms of the original disease the homoeopathic curative agent 
should possess, in order that a cure might be accomplished. He 
has, however, repeatedly and forcibly stated it in the Organon as his 
dominant proposition on the subject, that the artificial symptoms ex- 
cited by the remedy should not only be " similar" ' but consist of " an 
accurate timHarity of symptoms"' be " (Ac most similar ponsibU"* 
or " as similar as possible,'"^ to those of the natural disease. ** In 
lOrder," says he, that " the artificial diseases producible by medicines, 
.may effect a cure, it ia before all things requisite, that they should 

I ■ Lesier Writings, p. 708, etc. ' See Organon, pp. 100, and lOB. 

L >I!i.p.l37. "Similar; b«M if f>er^ limilar." — See big Lessor Writings, p. 705. 
h * lb. p. 330. ' lb. p. 133. 




THE SIMILARITY SHOULD BE GBEAT, 

be capable of prodncing in the human body an artificial dtseaae A 
sran-AS A3 POSSIBI^ to the diaeaso to be cured, in order, by met 
of this similarity, conjoined with the somewhat greater strength, ti 
substitute themselvoa for tho natural morbid affection, and thereb] 
deprive the latter of all influence upon the vital force,'" And 1 
states, that in order to find among remedial agents one " corr 
ponding by similarity to the disease to be cured, the more a 
angular, uncommon, and peculiar characteristic signs and symptonq 
of the case of disease (under treatment) are chiefly and almost sol^ 
to be feept in view ; for it is more particularly these, that very s: 
ones in the list of sjrmptoms of the medicine sought for must c 
respond to, in order to constitute that medicine the most suitable fi 
effecting the cnre.'" For the homoeopathic mode of treatment, as h 
elsewhere declares it, is that " in wliich there is employed for t 
totality of the symptoms of the natural disease, a medicine capaU 
of producing the most similar stmi'Toms possible in the healtj 
individual." ' 

Let us examine by the light of Hahnemann's own law, as tho( 
declared in his own language, whether the instances which 
himself adduces in iavour of this law iii the Organon, are truly i^ 
any degree in favour of the doctrine, similia similibua curantur ; t 
whether they are not, on the contraiy, altogether subversive of il 
And in doing this, let us take again,, as in tlie last chapter, the t«[ 
instances which he himself selects and adduces in the course of \ 
Organon, as showing and proving, in the operations of Nature, tltol 
law of similia simiti/ms cui-antur ; instances, namely, of Nature f 
curing a pre-existing disease by the curative substitution or supi 
vention of another similar disease. For, to use his own words, ' 
the rapid and perfect cures which Nature ever performed, wetfl 
always effected by the super\-ention upon the old disease of one o 
a similar character."* 

' See OrBimon, p. 133. ' lb. p. 234, ' lb. 175. 

•OrganoD, p. IGS. Some of the similarities upon which heeiplaiQsi 
pBthicallj, b; the action of medicines, are perhnpa still slrangei and wilder thsn thoi 
noticed In the text as cures homfcopathiolljr by tbeacLioD ot diseases upon each ot 
Id tome of Ilnhaemann's own examples, the supposed "sitnitaritr (sajs Dr Basbnan) ig 
taken to exist betireea the nature of the substance employed and some product df 
the disease irealed ; as when we are told how ' a fatty discharge from the in 
waa cured by oiite oil ;' or between (he faus of the agent and the complaint, ai 
cases whore 'the application of cold water to the body has cured cholera, b 
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When discussing the curative effects of Measles in removing pre- 
existing diseases by its alleged similarity of Hymptoms to these 
pre-existing diseases, Hahnemann (besides adducing the erroneous 
instance which we have examined in the last chapter, of measles 
curing or preventing hooping-cough), brings forward, in addition, as 
an illustration of tbe same homoeopathic action in the same disease, 
the following examples : — 

" I{," says he, " the Measles come in contact with a disease re- 
sembling it in its chief symptom, the eruption, it can indisputably re- 
move and effect a homceopathic cure of the latter. Thus, a chronic 
herpetic eruption was entirely and permanently (homteopathically) 
cured by the breaking out of the measles, as Kortum observed. An 
excessively burning miliary rash on the face, neck, and arms, that 
Lad lasted six years, and was aggravated by every change of 
weather, under the influence of measles, assumed the form of a 
swelling of the siu"face of the skin ; alter the measles had nm its 
course, the rash was cured and i-etumed no more,'" 

Now, perhaps it is impossible to find any two diseases more dis- 
similar from measles, than chronic herpes and miliaria. There are 
many species of disease marked by eruptions on the skin, more or 
less distinct and different from each other.* But perhaps no one 
disease, presenting a cutaneous eruption, is more different and dis- 
tinct from all other cutaneous diseases than measles is from herpes 
and miliaria. Any similarity existing between them, consists 
merely in these tlu-ee several affections being marked by an erup- 
tion on the same structure — the skin ; but each of these cmptiona 
differs most distinctly and specifically from the others. It would, in 
&ct, be as legitimate and philosophical to aver that a salmon or a 



I 

^^^^k would cDnfesa, tbat the object of thus 

^^^^Faetian, ncoompuiicd by heat uid not 

^^^^■TnlgarporUnoQ, the efTect sought to be 

^^^^T tloD of slmiUiitf ." — liuiaieopalAi/ and the Hamiropatht 

^^^ ' Organon, p. 150. 

■ In propounding his averments regarding similitudes in Ihia and other inatancei, 
ms that measles is "likt" to chroaic herpes and miliaria, etc., etc., Hahnemann evi- 
deatl; counts on an aiuount of faith aud flexihilic; on the part of bia subservient 
disciples quite equal, at least, to that of Poloiiius : — " Do jou see jondor cloud lliat '6 
abnoat in shape of a camel ? " " By the mass, and it is liki a camel, indeed 1 " 
" Methinks, it is like a weasel." " It is backed like a weasel." " Or likr a whale r~" 
■■ Test likb ■ whale."— fiani^ef, Act III. 



cold V Yet even Hahnemann bimsolf 

irity applying cold is to produce re- 

The ' medicinal diBcaso,' tbon, or in 

id, is heat, not cold, — a curious illnetra- 
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partridgu liml a " Biiiillarity " to the leopard, because, like tlie 
leopard, it wa^ marked also by spots upon its euiface, as it is to aver 
thnt chronic hci^>es and milini-ia have a similarity to tucoales, be- 
canse ihey liave euch of them a cutaneous eruption as a symptom. 
" A single one of the symptoms present is no more the disease than 
8 Mngle foot (or finger) is the man himself" (p. 114.) And measles 
is truly in every respect a disease as " dissimilar as postible " 
to the instances of herpes and miliaria, wbieii Halmemann averred 
the measles cured in consequence of the aimilaiity of the measles 
to them. Tha two cases of herpes and miliaria adduced by Hahne- 
mann were chronic affections, produced (according; at least to hb 
own docti-ine) by suppressed or lurking itch ; and they were running 
an undefined course, having already existed for years. On the other 
hand, measles is an acute disease, always running a defined course, 
and coming to a fixed and certain termination. Measles is a specific 
form of fever and a contagious affection. In both of these respects 
it differs entirely from herpes and miliaria. And indeed, it does 
differ from them in every other respect also, except in the single 
and simple one already alluded to, of all the three affections being 
accompanied with an eruption on the skin ; but even the cutaneous 
eruption in measles is totally dissimilar 'and diflferent ia form and 
character from the eruption in herpes and miharia. 

In another paragraph, Hahnemann, after telling us that his object 
b to speak about " something determinate and indubitable," f^oea on to 
state that small-pox, upon the principle similia similibits curantur, 
has, as a curative agent, " removed and cured a number of alfeo- 
tions with similar symptoms." As instances of the curative removal 
in this way of affections by sraidl-pox, on the principle of cure by 
Hmilars, lie adduces in this same paragraph (§ xlvi.) examples of the 
disappearance, after small-pox, of chronic ophthalmia, chronic am- 
aurosis, deaihess, dyspnoea, testicular swelling, and a dysenteric state 
of the bowels.^ 

It is unnecessary to dwell on the fact of the very striking absence 
of " similari^ " between these several diseased states and small-pox. 
And it 18 further, I would remark, the strongest proof of the imposr 
ability which Hahnemann felt, to adduce fi^m Nature any such 
true and real instances of his "unerring and infallible" law, that 
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«milar diseases cure similar affections, when he brought forward, 
as examples of the operation of this law of similarity, the dis- 
appearance of such dissimilar diseases under or after attacks of a 
disease (small-pox), with which they have no analogy. 

Eruptive fevers not nnfrequently leave the affected individual 
with impaired health and varions seguelie. But this is not always 
the result. For measles, smaD-pox, and other fevers, paiticularly 
when of a mild form, have long been recognised as occasionally 
acting as powerftd curative alteratives upon the human constitution. 
The older physicians averred that attacks of them sometimes " dis- 
charged old peccant humours and depurated the blood." And 
though pathology and patholo^cal chemistry cannot yet tell us, and 
perhaps never will tell us, in what particular mode or modes they 
effect these salutary changes, yet every physician is acquainted with 
the occasional occurrence of such results. That such results, how- 
ever, in whatever way they do happen, are not accomplished in accord- 
ance with the horaceopatbic law similia aimitibus curatiiur, is evident 
from the circumstance already referred to, that the small-pox is an 
affection as "dissimilai" as possible" from, instead of being "as similar 
as possible" to, those affections which it occasionally removes, — as 
seen in the very examples brought forward by Hahnemann. 

Small-pox, when throwing out, as it sometimes does, pustules, or 
producing inflammation upon different portions of the mucous mem- 
brane of the body, as the conjunctiva, intestinal canal, etc., may, in 
consequence, give rise to a form of ophthalmia or dysentery. And 
it is on this ground that Hahnemann argues tliat the removal of the 
pre-existing chronic ophthalmia or dy^nteric affection is an effect 
of the similarity between the small-pox and them. He regards 
emall'pox as similai' to ophthahnia and dysentery, because the latter 
affections sometimes form single symptoms in the former disease. 

But, again, his own instances prove that his explanation is not 

the true explanation of the result he alludes to. For small-pox never, 

I believe, caused flmctional amaurosis or palsy of the optic nervous 

apparatus, — one of the instances which he adduces, as a disease 

1 which has been cured by small-pox. The cm-e of the amaurosis, 

I -winch he dtes as following an attack of small-pox, is thus not 

explicable on any principle or liypothesis of similariti/ of symptoms. 

And tliough, in order to account, upon this principle of similia 

iimilihts curatUur, for the removal, in two instances which he cjuotes, 

I *f . testicular hardness and swelling, he unhesitatingly avers that 
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*' swi'lliiig of the tcatick', even of a very severe character, is a f 
(|ueiit symptom of suiall-pox," I believe we are quite justified i 
douliting either that such a s^inptoiu is a frequent symptom t 
small-pox (as Uahnemann declares it), or dvgii that it ever occors j 
all aa a sj'mptom attending upon and caused by small-pox. 
with other a&ections, may possibly, on the generally acknowledgotUJ 
principle <n-hicli I have already olludtid to, of the occasional " alte. 
tive " effects of eruptive fevers, disappear after an attack of small-f 
or other acute eruptive maladies, but assuredly not because it v 
a disease to which small-pox presented a similarity. But evei 
us concede for a momcDt, for argument's sake, that there i 
" similarity " such as ho wishes to be granted lum in the abon 
instances, of measles with herpes and miliaria, or of small-pox wit] 
ophthaimia, amaurosis, etc, and that this degree of similarity is 
all that is requisite for the working and success of the law similia 
aimilil/us curantur, it necessarily follows that a veri/ small degree ctf 
similarity indeed is all that is demanded for the successM operation 
of tlie law. It also necessarily follows (as is acknowledged in the 
quotations which we have given above from the Organon), that if 
the similarity between the new curative tUseaac and the pre-exbting 
affection is greater, or, to use his own words, when they are " aa 
eimilaT as possible" the perfect cure, removal, or " annihilation" 
of the old disease, by the new similar disease, becomes only the M0B3 
sure and certain. But is such the fact 1 Does it hold good, as a laM 
in nature, that diseases infinitely more " similar " in their nature ai 
symptoms than the above examples, at once and permanently c 
and remove each other? In order to obtain an answer, let us inte 
mgate nature further ; and that still in relation to the very instance 
wliich Hahnemann adduces iu his Organon. 

Smal!-pox and measles are two diseases which arc " similar" to ei 
other in vai-ious moat important respects. They are, both of them 
forms of fever of sj^cific origin ; both spread by contagion ; both r 
definite courses of rise, acme, and decline ; both, as a general ] 
attack an individual but ouce during life ; both are attended witlj 
eruptions scattered over the surface of the body ; iu both, these erup 
tiona come lo a certain termination, after a limited and fixed perioc 
cJ duration ; and in both diseases the appearance of the eruption id 
preceded, for some days, by peculiar febrile symptoms. Indeed, tbd 
eimilarity between small-pox and measles is so great, that the twan 
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diseases were long looked upon and described by physicians aa 
varieties of one and the same affection, and not as two separate and 
distinct species of diseases. " This error," says Dr Willan, " was 
transmitted by medical authors through more than eight centuries." ' 
" It might," observes Dr Bateman, " be supposed that, after the 
existence of these eruptive fevers had been so clearly pointed out 
by tile Arabians, their distinctive characters would have been 
L apeedHy ascertained, even by ordinary observers. But the fact 
I was directly the reverse. Almost a thousand years elapsed, during 
I which the small-pos, measles, and scarlet fever continued to commit 
their ravages, and physicians continued to record them ; while the 
indiyiduals who were spared by one of these maladies were seen to 
suffer successively from attacks of the others. Nevertheless, they 
were still idewed through the eyes of the Arabians, and were uni- 
versally deemed varieties of one and the same disease, until near the 
beginning of the eighteenth century. And it was not till towards 
the close of that age of enliglitened observation, that the distinct 
character and independent origin of these three contagious disorders 
were universally perceived and acknowledged. We not only find 
(ho continues) tlie able and learned Sennertus, in the middle of the 
seventeenth century, discussing the question, ' Why the disease, in 
some constitutions, assumes the form of small-pox, and in others 
that of measles V—{Mediciit. Praci., lib. iv. cap. 12,) — but, in the 
posthumous work of Diemerbroeck, an intelligent Dutch professorj 
published in 1687, it is affirmed that small-pox and measles differ 
only in degree : * Differunt (scil. morbilli) a variolis accidentaliter, 
I vel quoad magis et minus,' — {Tractat. de Variolis et MorbiLlis, cap. 
14.) And, still later, the same assertion was made by J. Christ, 
Lange, a learned professor at Leipsic : ' Praeterea tam morbilli quam 
variolEC sunt eruptiones in eo duiitasat discrepantes, quod vel minus 
vel magis appareant,' etc, — {Mucell. Med. Curios., § xxxiv,)" ' 

All physicians now acknowledge that small-pox and measles are 

not the same disease, nor varieties even of the same species of 

L disease, but are two different and distinct affections. They are not 

[identical in their course and symptoms ; but tliey are, as we have 

ready stated and shown, similar, " verj/ mnilar^' in many respects ; 

' Dr Willan on Cutaneous Diseases, p. 358. 

■ Bateman's Cutaneous Diseases (1829) p. IDS. See also, on Uie some subject, Dr 
I Monlgomery in the " Cjclopiodia of MedicinV' to), ill. p. 686; Dr Gregorj'B 

" Lectures on Fevers," p. 12, etc , etc. 



170 



Though similah, do hot cube. 



and certainly infinitely more stmilab to each other than measles i* j 
to her^ies or miliaria, or than small-pox ia to ophthalmia, a 
etc. If the homceopatliic law, thorefore, were true, ajid if ) 
affections, with symptoms " similar," or as " similar as possible," 
each other, " invariabltf, and in every case, annihilate one anothet 
whenever they meet together in the organism," ' tlien 
these two diseases, measles and small-pox, when tliey meet togeth<n 
in the organism, ought to have this homceopathic effect upon each 
other. But that they have no such homoeopathic effect npon each 
other, is, on the contrary, moat assuredly the fact. For some- 
times, when the contagion of the two diseases has attacked the si 
individual at or near the same time, the measles, after they hava i 
broken out, have been occasionally checked for a time (but only I 
checked, not cored or removed) by the small-pox, which came I 
somewhat later, — the measles again resuming their course on thAJ 
body of the affected person after the disappearance of the small-poxS'l 
and sometimes, particularly in instances of inoculated variola, small- 1 
pox, in the same way, has become suspended in its course, till tii« J 
measles have ran through their progress, and then the small-pox faaK.'| 
completed its course subsequently to the disappearance of the measla 
Again, however, in other instances, another series of phenomoi 
have been seen when the two diseases have simultanoonsly attacked 
the same person; for Eussell, Kainey, and many others," hav4 
occasionally witnessed both small-^)ox and measles present, and prd 
greasing, each in its own course, on the body of the same pereon A 
the same time. " Mighty nature herself," says Hahnemann, "h 
at her command, as instruments for effecting homeopathic t 
little more tlian the fixed m.iasmatic diseases, measles and small-pox.V 
*' And yet (he adds) with them we can point to some beautifaf 
homceopathic cures, all so many incontrovertible proofs of the greaU 
the solo, therapeutic law of nature that obtains in. them, cure I 
eimitarity of symptomsr ' 

Thus, doubtlessly, the very diseases to which Hahnemann appt 
in evidence of the " eternal law" of homoeopathic cun 

1 OrganoQ, p. 14.'i, 

' 1 cito the evideacR of Bnfisell and Buinnj trom Habnemann'a owh " Orgao 
p. 142, where hs adduces the teatimoaj of Maurice and EltmUller la the esme fact 01 
ibe occnsioDol cu-oxiatence of measlee and small-pox. Diemerbroeck, Sidobre, Baft 
gios, Jonca, Mangel, Ling, IVouej, De La Garde, RUliet and Barthez, etc., hvm 
published cas«9 of the compUoation and co-eKistence of small-pox with measlea. 

' OrganoQj p. 152, 
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Stances, which I believe every unprejudiced miDd must allow to be 
most utterly subvei'sive of the idea and truth of that law. The pre- 
ceding instance, for example, of small-pox and measles, affords evi- 
dence of an incontroveitible kind, that diseases with a certain con- 
course and succession of distinctive symptoms do kot " remove and 
cure " other diseases having as nearly as possible exactly the same 
concourse and succession of symptoms. " Invariably, and in every 
case (avers Hahnemann, p, 145), do two diseaseSj differing certainly 
in kiuJ, but veiy siinilar In their phenomena and effects, and in the 
sufferings and s^inptoms they severally produce, annihilate one 
another whenever they meet together in the organism," Such is 
not the fact with regard to sniall-pox and measles, t*vo diseases 
" differing certainly in kind, hut very similar in their phenomena 
and eflects." Hahnemann boldly affects to get over the insur- 
mountable difficulties connected with such natural contradictions 
of Lis "eternal" and "infallible" law, by coolly and characteristically 
jRverring that small-pox and meaales are diseases which are (to use 
1b own word) " disBtmilar"^ and are not " similar" to each other, — 
I allegation and averment which the whole past history of these 
diseases (as cited from Willau and Bateraan, etc., in a preceding 
page), and which tlieir whole symptoms, courses, causes, and charac- 
ters most flatly contravene and disprove ; whilst we have seen he 
mmntains, on the contrarj', that measles removes and cures chronic 
herpes and miharia, because it has a similarity to these two ; and that 
Buiall-pox, as a disease, removes and cures chronic ophthalmia, amau- 
rosis, etc., because, forsooth, it also has a similarity to these diseases. 
The new or curative disease should be, to use his own words, " as 
eimilar as possible to the disease to be ciuiid." And doubtlessly the 
cases which I have adduced above from the " Organon," of measles 
curing herpes and mdiaria, and of small-pox curing ophthalmia, 
amaoj'osis] etc., afford no evidence of the truth of this law; for cer- 
tiunly, in these instances the curing and cured diseases were not 
" as similar as possible to each other ; " whilst, on the coutraiy, the 
history of measles and small-pox affords the most direct, distinct, and 
deliberate contradiction to tlus alleged " infallible law ; " for here, 
though the two affections are in many respects " as similar as 
possible to each other," they do not possess the poivcr which they 

' See bis "Organon," p. 13U, 143, etc. ; and his " Leaser Wrilinga," p. 511. He 
Dffera no rcsaon nbatevor for congidering them " disaimllar ; " perhaps because he felt 
I It aJtogcihur inipoiisible tu adduce any. 



r HAS KO xxcsmoKs. 

^^^ Hiy were true, of one immediately and 

pennanently " coring" and *' annihilating " Uie other. 

In Ktnilying Uic instiuicea which Hahnemann himself gives from 
disoaHes, in evidence of llie infallibihty of hi^ law, timitia eiuiitiiut 
evrantur, wc find, in short, no such relation of constant sequence be- 
tween Hw allegvd cause and alleged effect, as the certainty of any 
principle or law of even a low degree of generality peremptorily 
demands. But n high general or universal " infallible law," such as 
the tiinilia rimilihmi cumnlur is avowed to be, ought, as all lo^c 
teaches us, to be a fact which holds invariably true in reference to 
all the cases coming within its scope and range, and which should 
and can present no exceptions in the cases or instances pertaining 
to it. The alleged law of aimilia stmilibus breaks down, however, 
entirely and utterly under any such testing of its truth. In fact, this 
alleged universal law of cure by similarity, when tried, as in the 
present chapter, by Hahnemann's own selected instances, eminently 
succeeds (as in measles removing miharia and herpes) where it ougl 
to fail ; and, on the contrary, it as emuicntly fails (as in measles 
removing small-pox) wliere, if true, it ought imdoubtedly to 
ceed.' Nor is it possible to explain away these and other innumer- 
ublo fiulures as exceptions. An nncrring nucha nge.ible law (such as 
the iimilta aimilibus evrantur is upheld to be by Hahnemann and 
his followers) cannot admit of any exceptions whatever ; for to 
allow of exceptions, is to allow, in other words, that the law is not 
on infallible general law, and must be rejected and abandoned as 
micb. Subae<juently we shall see strong reasons, in addition to tl 
above, for doubting whetlier the alleged law possesses the attiibut 
of a law, even of the very lowest degree or type of generaUty ; 
whether, in uhort, it has any of the characters of a law at all. 



eminenu^^ 
e ougl^^^l 
leasles ^u^^^| 
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' " Anenthmim^cplillosopliQr once conatroc ted a verj saliBfactory theorjot 
fulO't't °' other, and wus not a little proud of ii. < Bat the facts, mj dear felloi 
will hii fViond, ' tbe facia do not agree with yonr thcor j ? ' ' Don't they,' replied tt 
plillowphor ahrugging hia Bboultlers, ' then eu much the worse for tho facts t ' ' 
Rrodribb's I^nwpMet, p. as. 




CHAPTER XVn. 



DIFFEaENT VIEWS OF THE OBJECTS OP TREATMENT IN DIS- 
EASES TAKEN BY TIIE LEGITIMATE PHYSICIAN AND THE 
HOM(EOPATHIST : INSTANCES OF RELATIVE TREATMENT 
BY THEM OF PLEURISY, TAPEWORM, POLYPUS, ITCH. 



The homiEopathic law similia similibus curaniur forms, says Hahne- 
mann, "a mode of cure founded ou au eternal and infallible law of 
nature ;'" and " is the only therapeutic law conformable to nature."^ 
From a pamphlet entitled *' A Defence of Hahnemann and Ids Doc- 
trines," published eight or nine years ago in Edinburgh, the aim 
of Homoeopathy in regard to the field of the actual practice of 
physic, is as we have already seen :' — " Hommopathy does not 
aim at the introdnction of a new practice into a solitary branch of 
the medical art, but demands for the field of its sweeping reforma- 
tion the whole territory of practical medicine, joins issue with the 
old system on ever)- incli of its possessions, and has to beat it from 
its fastnesses among the morasses of false experience, of vain 
hypothesis and theoiy" (p. 30.) Let us try then to see, in the present 
chapter, how the application of this horaceopathic " sweeping refor- 
mation " actually works in medical practice ; or rather, let us try to 
ascertain in what respects legitimate physicians and the practitioners 
of homceopathy, respectively, view and treat the cases of disease 
submitted to them. But to make this intelligible, a few prefatory 
remarks on the composition of diseases seems necessary, in order to 
enable us to understand the distinction between the treatment of the 
legitimate physician, and the treatment of the homoKipathist. 

■OrgKum, p. IE6. ■ Ibid. p. S5. ■ See antecedentlr page 3, foot note 9. 
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QOMlXiiPATIIT IR DAS&D OtT 



/cry disease or case of disease, consists of two parts or elemenl 




i. Of some internal pathol(^caJ change or changes of action 
condition in the part or parts which are the seat of the malady ; a 

II. Of niori! or fewer " outwardly cognizablo symptoms," 
changes of state or function, to which the inward diseased actions 
conditions give rise. 

In a preceding page,' I have already shown, by various quotations 
front his '< Organon," that Hahnemann maintains, that the second 
of those parts or elements, viz., the " stmptomb alone" form the 
principal, the " sole " matter which the physician " has to take 
of in every case of disease, and to remove by means of his art," 
ho maiiitiuns that tiio physician may entirely neglect the intemi 
condition or pathological state producing the symptoms as both 
usclcM and imaginary study. Wc have seen him, in a previous 
pagt! {foi)t-noU, p. 9), denouncing the utihty of one of the branches 
connected with such a study, viz., pathological anatomy. " Every- 
thing," ho observes, « of a really morbid character, and which 
ought to be cured, consists solely in teib som total of the 
SYMPTOMS, by means of which the disease deniands the medicine 
requisite for its relief; whilst, on the other band (adds Hahne- 
mann), every internal cause, every occult quality, or imaginary 
material morbific principle, is nothing but an empty dream."- 
Organon, p. 174. And in defence of this opinion, Hahnemann cil 
the following opinion of Rau : — " The physician whc 
are directed towards the hidden relations in the interior of 
organism, may daily eiT ; but the homoeopathist who grasps 
requisite carefulness tlie whole group of aytnj'toms, possesses a ei 
guide ; and if he succeed in removing the whole group of symptoi 
he has likewise most assin^dly destroyed the internal hidden 
of the disease." (^Organon, p. 112.) " From this indubital 
truth," Hahnemann elsewhere observes, *' that besides the collectii 
symptoms, nothing can be discovered in any way, in diseases, wh( 
with they could express their need of aid, it nndenJably follow 
tliat the sum of all the symptoms in each individual case of disei 
must be the iole indication — tlie eole guide — to direct us in 
choice of a curative remedy." — {Organon, p. 120.) 

In nothing ai-e the professed objects of legitimate physic, and 
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' See quDtatloui at pp. 66 nad G7. 
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homceopatby as propoooded and practieed hy Ilnhncniium liiiUMir, 

■re different fiwm each other than in the vievre which the two nstciiu 
velj take of the actaal objects of modicRl troAtiiiont, tiiul tliu 
by which they are to relieve the sick. For while the hoiniv<^ 
pathist fiilly expects to cpro hia patients by stutlyiiiR and i-cmoving 
the external symptoms of the disease under wliicti t.lii'y iimy \w 
suffering, the legitimate practitioner attempts to gain the same end by 
removing, when possible, tlie internal came, or series of ca'tses, which 
are the origin of these symptoms. The homcropathist hojHJa tv euro 
his patient by " overpowering," " annihilating," or " removing," tho 
external symptoms of the disease. The rationnl pnictitionor en- 
deavours to cure his patient by removing, when ascertained, the in- 
ternal or pathological state, or states, which produce these iiymptomii. 

When the machinery of a watch beeoracs deranged or disonnod, tlio 
watch shows some " outwardly existing symptaiiiit " of disturbance 
in its function of telhng correct time. Tho wiitclmiiikcr intuitively 
traces the cause of the disorder to some ilistnrbrinco or deficiency 
in the interior organisation of tlie maehiiio, and euros the watch by 
correcting and re-adjusting this deranged internal meeliuniBm. If, 
on the contrary, the watchmalter tried hrnnwopathically to comwt 
the disease or derangement in the watch, by acting merely on the 
** external symptoms," as shown in the deviation of the handle* of 
it, — as by making these hands go, l»y a touch of )iiM finfjcr or key, it 
little faster if they already went too fast, or a little slower if tliey 
already went too slow, — would his act be st^'couiitcd u rational and 
Bane act 7 A watchmaker miglit surely, however, an logii^ally 
propose to correct and amend the working of a diAeaMKl watch, by 
this simple eirmUa timililni* principle^ a» a jihyiician could attempt 
to correct and amend tlic Rmctioiu of the di)tcaii«d liody hy actlnf; 
npon the same principle. Wonid there, at htatt^ not Ira as itiuch 
tniB philoeopby in tbc one attempt lu in the otlicr, — iu nui-di new 
vnlch ihe Mpenli ga m in the new medical llicnipciiUcit 1 

Bat ta t&pby the important differenue between tb« vi«wi snil 
otyeett of dw tnatment of diaewe tjik«n by the h^timala phyudan 
flad hjr Am hamgopalMtt, periu^ an Qltutntion or twowUJ ititwar 
bettCT thni wj- men didAclie diicUMD. For tbff pnrpoM bt w 
tahe the eumftet of two or thro JiuMtm, to order to abowtbe^^ 
fimot |iriiid|4e» upoo vrhiA itufr toMlineiit if ra^tectivdiy c«n- 
dncled ly the ottwuJ pn mli ti o iw r «od by tbe bo m a a c tirtliirt . And 

order tltat ^Kw ezanfdiM mi7 be free from •sy Imm^ I ahdl tcleet 
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DMTOITIOire OP PtEURIST. 



Uiem frwin tlie affections of wliicli Hahnemann chances himself I 
spook in tho coarse of his " Organon," — taking pleurisy as an exampi 
of acute disease; ta|Kiworin and polypus as examples of clurunic d' 
ease; and itch as an illustration of a malady that in different a^ 
dividnals appears either under the one character or the other. 

Relative TVeatinent of Pleurify iy the Legitimate Phyaidan and h 
tJie Uomceopathist. 

Acute pleurisy has been lately defined in the two following modet 
— I. The Nosological or Symptomological, — and II. The Patho- 
logical, by Dr Copland, according (1.) as we look upon the disease 
(as the homcMpaths do) as indicated by so many natural-history 
marks, subjective, or, as Hahnemann terms them, " outwardly ex- 
isting, Symptoms;" and (2.) according as we consider the morbid 
" internal t7oiM«o?'Cai««"of the affection, or its pathological nature. 
Thus :— ~ 

NoHOLDdiOAL DBFiMrnoH OP Pt-scHiST. — "Acatepun in the cheat, a^ra 
bj inflpiratioli, commencing with chills or rigoni, followed bf increased heat, a 
uid accelerated putae ; sbort, dr; cough; and hy difficult, short, or diaordered n 

P*Tiioi.ooicAi, Dk»ihitioh OF Plebbibi — " Inflammation commencing ii 
plicating one or more parts of the pleural eipansiona, attended either hj more v/fm 
leas of B consistent albuminous exudation, false membntoe, or adheaion, and by A 
fluid effnaion, yarjing in their characters with the varying states of different c 
oansiDg puin, a^mptomatic ferer, diaordered respiration, dulncss on percussion, a 
alteration of the respiratory sounds." ' 

In the practice of legitimate medicine, the two great objects wHclvl 
the physician aims at in the treatment of this malady are, — I, Ttfl 
reduce the inflammatory action in the pleura, the internal or patlu 
logical state, which really and essentially constitutes the disease ; 
2, To promote the absorjition of the inflammatoiy secretions effi 
into the sac of the pleura, pi-ovided effusion has already o 
He knows that the accompanj4ng symptoms will vanish wh«i hsv 
has subdued and annihilated the morbid action and state of t 
pleura, on which these symptoms depend ; that the effects or symg[ 
toma will disappear when the internal cause or internal diseaa 
producing them is removed ; and for folfilling this last object 1 
physician has therapeutic means at his command, which very r 



< PicUonary of Praoticat Medicine, toI. iii. Article, Flenrisj, p. S63. 
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indeed fail when early and properly employed. " Deatli," observes 
Dr Walshe, " is so rare a result of the disease, that I have neither 
myself (and I have carefully attended to the point since my attention 
was first drawn to it, years ago, hy M. Louis) lost a patient from 
pure primary idiopathic pleurisy, with or without effusion, nor know 
of an occurrence of the kind iu the practice of others." ' 

On the other hand, in the treatment of acute pleurisy, the object 
of the homteopathist is to give the patient some one remedy which 
he considers capable of simulating the symptoms of the disease 
(Pleurisy) ; believing that if he can thus artificially simidate the 
symptoms of the affection~viz., the a<?companying fever, the pain in 
the side, the dyspncea, and the cough — the disease itself, that is, the 
inflammation of the plem^, or the eflusions to which that inflamma- 
tion has given rise, will in consequence be removed and annihilated. 
Ho has, he avers, remedies which are capable in this way of remov- 
ing the symptoms of pleurisy ; because he supposes that, when proved 
upon the healthy constitution, the remedies in question have arti- 
ficially produced these same symptoms. In the last edition of the 
Organon" (p. 12), Haluiemann, for instance, deliberately states, 
lat " by a small globule of the deciljionth dilution of aconite juice, 
Ith abstinence from vegetable acids, the most violent pleuritic 
iver, with all its alarming concomitants, is changed into health, 
and cured in a few, at the most in twenty-four, hours." 

We will not stop to expose the characteristic arrogance and 
.thiessness of the assertion made hy Hahnemann in the pre- 
!ng quotation ; his own followers being incapable of pro- 
icing this result, or any results the least like it, with the 
ime medicine in the same disease (pleurisy).' In a previous 

t WolBbe on "Dtseoaes of tlie Lungs," 1B51, p. S91. 

* la the now extinct HomccDpathic Hoapilal at Leipsic, T patients were confessed 

Bbave died ool of 65 admitted with pleurisy. "I hesitate," snjs Dr Henderson 

EEdinburgh, "to iwlieve tbat these accounts are free from mistake, which sum- 

uilj tetl of acute pleurisy, pneumonia, or peritonitis, having yielded, in a few 

I a day, to one or two doses of aconite or bryonia, of the 30lh potency " — 

NMOHipaf/iic Journn/ for 1850, p. 348. "We have searched," says Dr BudhmUl, 

« reeords of hooKeopalhic cases in miin for one solitary iostance of a single di»- 

wortby of the name, being cored, e»en on homosopfttbic showing, hy one single 

Snitesimal dose." — EomiBopathii and ike Homieopaihs, p. 46. In a previoas page 

I. 65), ne hsvo found Hahnemann declaring, tbat if s single grain of gold be duly 

mmixed through a mass of sugar, fifty times the sixe of the whole earth, a single 

(obnle taken out of this enormous maa«, will, if merely smelt, restore within an 

a desponding and saieidal patient to pence of mind and lore of life. Id I 
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dMfftcr' wp linvc luvn Ilr l-'lei»chinann sendin)j| nat some of ] 
pWritic cases still imcured, from hU bomn^tpatliic hoxpital ; 
thai in dcRpito of ttio continnoct uho of doses of variow tnRniuwta 
specifics Rir A iL-ngth of time, iiistoiul of only for n sinj^le day, ~ 
I'Tcii (inintinfj for tliii «Bke of jirgmnent that smt-lling or Bwallowi 
rlit' infidlibli^ (IiMu pn'si-ribed tiy Iliihuemann in pleiuntic tbver, ' 
n HinHll frioliutc of tlu' 

l,000,000.<M)n,000,mO, 0(X),000,0OO,ODO,0O0,0OO,OOO,000,000,0O0,0DD,(}i>0, 000,000,00 

dilution 1)1' It droji of iiconite juico, could or did ntmove the plei 
fevt'r and symptoms, what, after all, would the patient gain t 
mnoval of the siihjective, or what Hahnemann calls the " outward 
existinp," symptoms of the disease — viz, the accompanying f 
action, the local ptiiii, the dyspntca, and the cough — does not by a 
means niTcsaarily remove the morbid intlammatoiy action iu 1 
pleura, or its ri'sultis ; for the pleuritic intlammatioD or accompai 
ing effusions may remain after these sjTnptoms are removed, ar 
known by cveiy practitioner to esist sometimes without, in th( 
instance, giving rise at all, to the usual external symptoms, 
we find the latest English author on the suhject of diseases o 
chest, Dr Walahe, observing in regard to latent pleurisy : * — 
" Pleurisy often runs its course without producing decided sul^eo 
tive ayuiptomsi, — where there is neither local pain, cough, dyspnae% 
nor febrile action. In eases of this kind (continues Dr Walshe) 
eSusiou may liave readied to the clavicle, and diiven the heart 
greatly out of its place, and yet the patient remain utterly unaware 
that his cbest is the seat of disease. He seeks advice, either from 
a vague consciousness that he is not in his usual health, or for some 
ailment totally imconnected witli the thorax." 

Homccopathy has no drug or remedy capable of exciting pleuritic 
inflammation and pleiiritic effusion.' You cannot make pleurisy 

inslence in the text, we bAve him asserting, that u drop of aconite juico iliKBolved in 
an ocean of spirit infinitely larger than oar whole planetary syBtorn (See Appendix), 
will itnpart to a sidbII globule of sugar, merely wettctl in tbis oaean, luch a medicinal 
power, that the globule will at once cure the moat liolent pleuritic fever. Slatementa 
of thiE caliber bring irresietibly to the recollection Mr .Matthews* "Hnmoura of a 
Coontrj Fair," with the brief, strong letter of acknowledgment sent by a grateful 
patient to the charlaUo in attestation of his infsElible specific, — "Sir, I was cat in two 
in a saw-pit, and cured by one bottle Yours, etc." — (^Sketehtt of Impmivrt, p. 353.) 

' See foot-uote at a previous page, p. 169. 

• Walsh a— Diseases of the Lungs and Heart, p. 313. 

> I am quite Hwnro that Habneaiann, in otie paragraph in his " Organon," «(8ted, 
lliBt Biiuillaranj cause pleurisy, "for(snyahe),T: C.Wagner forineriy saw (he ncLian 
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tiy the exliibition of any known medicine, homoeopatliic or allopathic ; 
and attempting to remoA'e the disease by removing homoeopathicallyj 
with aconite, the accompanying fever and other subjective symptoms, 
would be like the old exorcists trying to destroy an individual by 
attacking or by covering over his shadow. 

Hahnemann says, the practitioner only needs to remove the totalifry^ 
of the symptoms of a disease, and he has removed the entire disease.' 
On the contrary, in pleurisy, the totality of the external symptoms 
may be absent, and yet the disease be proceeding in its usual course; 
or these symptoms may be removed, and the disease remain un- 
touched ; while the removal of the real disease itself, — that is, of the 
pleuritic inflammation and effusions, — is the only sure method of 
taking away the totality of the symptoms, — the symptomatic eftecta 

Idisajipearing when the patbolo^cal cause producing tbeni is with- 
nawn. CaiisA ablatd tollitwr effeetus. 



Relative Treatment of Tapeworm by LegitiTimie Phyeinans 
and Homesopaihs, 



^n nle t( 



Let us adduce an instance of chronic disease, in order to illus 
ite the difference of principles between homceopathic treatment 
iwid tlie treatment pursued by legitimate physicians ; and for this 
purpose let us take the treatment of tapeworm. The presence of a 
tapeworm or tapeworms in the intestinal canal is generally accom- 
panied (according to a summary given by the best and latest 
American author on the practice of medicine), by one or more of 
the following symptoms : — 
" Dull pain in the forcbeBd ; giddioesa ; bauing in tbe ears ; dtdnesa of the ejes. 



tbis plant ahtu pbodoce pUirrisy and iDflammation of the tanga ; " and arguiog 
this alle^d case of Wagner, Hahnemann muntaina that the pnKlnctioa of 
lay bj ayuill* in this instance it the reaeon whj, on the principle of itmilia simili' 
De Haen, Sarcone, and Fringle found aqnills efficocioua in their practices 
k the treatment of pleniisy. — i^Orgtiaan, p. 66). But it is a most unfortnnate exam- 
ple to oddace. For Wagner'a cose (upon which thi9 strange homteopathic indactlon 
ia bnilc) was a complicaled case of rheuinaiiam, heart disease, djfspniea, and drops; 
(probablj an ingCance of albuminuria), in a pemon of tlftj /ears of age, npoii which 
inlercnrreot attacks of ferer, followed by hepatitia and pleuriaj, snpervened. In 
the treatment, sqnilU, in combination with other Femedies — but not alonf (as Hahne- 
mann's words infer) — were need ; but there is not the slightest shadow of evidence 
to suggest or show that the use otthei'juSli was in any way whatever the cause of the 

pleuritic nltack (See Wogner'a Obser«n(ionr': CUnli-m. p- 17). 

inlecedently, p. 66. 
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which are ronnded by s dark cirpla ; dBdematona eyelids j dilated pnpili ; freqnff 
and spaBmodic movementa of the eyei ; alternaiie paleaesa and Buehing of the ftua 
psIeoesB of the lips ; peculiar njotementa of the nase and mouth ; emacial 
Date loss anil en^^ess of appetite ; oraTings for particular artieles of food ; oftenilvlj 
breath ; furred tongue ; spitting and vomiting of thin mucous in the moniinga ; iCoM 
ing at iha nose, anna, and vulva ; grinding of tho tteth, especially during nlBep ; 
strictioQ of the throat ; awclling of ibe belly ; gurgling, shooting pains, and n ne 
pinching about the umbilicus ; b feeling !□ the morning as of a foreign body n: 
in the bowels ; amelioration of all the symptoms under the use of farina 
hot bread, and coffee ; finally, depressioD of spirits, and a train of nervo 



The homoeopathic principle is, that the removal of the totality q 
the symptoms of disease by the exhibition of a drug or drugs capalill 
of simulating these symptoms, constitutes the sole, unerring, etem 
law of core. And if the disease depends, as "seven-eighths" of ai 
chronic diseases like this do, upon itch-miasm, the medicine mO^ 
further not only be capable of simulating the disease, but also I 
reputed antipsoric in its character. Supposing, Iiowever, that t 
homoiopathista did actually possess one or two remedies which ? 
considered capable of causing, and hence of curing, more or fewer d 
these symptoms produced by the presence of tapeworms, Would tf 
removal of these symptoms remove the disease itself, — that is, t 
tapeworm? Assuredly not. On the contrarj', the object which ti 
legitimate physician has in view in the treatment of this and of oth 
diseases, is not to "extinguish" merely the external effects or sympto 
of the disease Itself, but to remove the internal or pathological s 
which is the cause of these effects or symptoms. In the malaid 
in question, for instance, he gives some vermicide remedy v 
is capable of poisoning and killing the worm, and which ; 
does not injuriously affect the patient — as male-shield-fem, kos 
pomegranate, or the like, feeling assured tliat the removal of 1 
symptoms will certainly not remove the worm ; but that the remoi 
of the worm will certainly remove the symptoms. 

Before leaving this topic of the treatment of Tapeworm, let i 
offer two remarks. Firtt, In a note on this subject in the Orgat 
(p. 22), after trying to show that the various species of tapewoi 
are only found along with the taint of itch, and averring (but, ^ 
asual, without any proof), that they should disappear when that ti 
is cured, Hahnemann quietly adds, " It is worthy of remark, that tl 
morbid symptoms of patients suffering from tapeworm 



' Professor Wood's Practice of Medicine, vol. i., p, 629. 






ANTHELMINTICS — UOW DI8COVEKED. 

of Buch a kiiid, that tliey are rapidly relieved liomwopaihically, by 
the smallest dose of tincture ofmale-fem rout." (P. 23.) Dr Laui'ie, 
in his " Homceopathic Medicine" (p. 2(57), tells us, under the head 
of the treatment of Tapeworm, that male-feni, when given, should 
exhibited in the dose of " one drop of the concentrated tincture 
teaspooiifid of water, night and morning, for four days," — most 
linly 7iot an infinitesimal dose. For the concentrated etherial 
Lcture of this dnig may lie made so strong as to ha sometimes 
lisonous to the worm in a very small quantity. But what we wish 
to observe is this, that the remedy in question is not, as Hahnemann 
coolly declares it to he, a strictly homoeopathic remedy. The last 
e<Ution of the Organon, containing this statement, was published in 
1833. In the second edition, however, of Jahr's " Manual of 
Homeopathic Jledicine,"' (1847), no symptoms are mentioned 
under the article " Male-Fcm," because the male-iern bad not, even 
then (1847), been yet proved upon the healthy person; "It is 
a medicine (says Jahr, p. 245) as yet entirely nnknown ;" and, 
consequently, Hahnemann's assertion (in 1833), that it was homwo- 
\tltic in its action, was a mere gratuitous averment. But, 
Secondly, Hahnemann avers that there is no other way in which 
le curative effects of medicine can be successftdly ascertained except 
by experimenting with them in healthy persons.^ In reference to 
this statement, look at the character of the remedies for tapeworm. 
The vermicide longest known is the male-shield-fem. Dioscorides, 
Theophrastus, Galeii, and others of tlie old physicians, were ac- 
quainted with it and its powers. The one last brought into notice, 
is the Abyssinian Kosso. Both of these remedies are pretty sure 
and efficacious poisons for the tapeworm. And no doubt their 
anthelmintic quality was Erst discovered by their use, not upon 
healthy persons (as the hom<Bopathists propose), but upon persona 
diseased and affected with tapeworm. Li experimenting with these 
drugs upon the healthy man, as is supposed to be the preper method 
of finding out remedies in homteopathy, who, in fact, could over 
have discovered that the two medicines in question had a strong 
vermicide property belonging to them ? No amount of dose of 
them would ever, in a healthy man, produce anything similar to a 

1 Edition of 1841, to), i. p. Sii. 

' " The method abtimm Diorbu Can neTer be of the elightesl use to tbo priKtitluDtT, 
uid CAD never reveal snytblng true and tuerut as to the uuraliva po»er!i of cnch mc- 
didnal su\>BU,ace,"—IIaAatMaini'i Mat. Mtdka Pura, \: 33, 
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upeworm. Nor could we Judge a jtiwri from any of their pro 
pvrtvcs that thc>' would havt> the vermicide cfToct whicli theg 
puosess. " Nvilher (observes Dr Pereiva) botanical cbaract£r^ 
iHtuiblo iiui^itieN, nor cliemieal composition, would have induced n 
in auMpect that Komo [K>SACsses the valnable anthelmintic proper 
which exjierienci! hoit ithown that it does. Our confidence in 
withelmiDtic pro])erlies of Kosso rests on experience only ; and tl 
evidence on this |>oint is very strong. All modem travellers i 
Abyssinia are agreed on the great success of the remedy on t 
natives of that country' ; and the experience of physicians in France 
England, Germany, and Switzerland, confirms the favom 
reports made by those who have seen the Kosso used in ita n 
country." ' 

Helaiive Treatnient uj Polypus, by Leijitimaie Physicians 
and Ilotrucopaths, 

To show the distinction between the principles of allopathy ana 
homoeopathy, let us further adduce the treatment of a local dis- 
ease by the two systems. 

" Tbe tulhcreats or the old school," eaja Hsbnemum, "beUeTC, that b7 pnttinif a liga- 
ture on polypi, etc.,' .... Uie;h*ve removed tbe affection, conquered the disease, and 
condncted a rational treatment directed towards tba cause. But what is the rosnlt ? 
The new forma of diaewe that sooner or later, bat inevitably, appear, caused b; this 
mode of treatment (but which they pretend are entirely new disGaaen), which are al- 
ways worse than tbe original affections, sufficiently prove the error of Iheir notiona, 
ond might and should open their eyes to the deeper-coated immaterial nature of the 
disease and its dyoaloic (aplrilual) origin, which can only bo removed by dynamic 
iaeM»."-~(_Oryanoii, p. 14.) 

Polypus of the uterus (to take it as an example, and it is perhaps 
the most common form of polypus seen in practice) is usually accom- 
panied by the following as its most marked symptoms, viz. : — 
1. Hemorrhage and the effects of hemorrhage, as palpitation, blood- 
lessness, ccdema, etc. ; and, 2. Various mechanical symptoms, as a 
sensation of weight, and symptoms fi:om mechanical pressure of the 
polypua tumour uiMii the neighbouring organs. If the polypus were 
uiiinterfered with, and allowed to proceed, so as to produce death, 

' Phannaoeulical JouruBl for July 1, 185U, p. !.'>. 

< Dabnemann, in tbp paragraph cited, enumerates a long list of other diseases (ace 
Oryaiump. H), but for brevity's sake I take ai illustrntjoa the Brst on his list,— viz.. 



CUBE OF POLYPtra ; ITS CERTAINTT. 



183 



[ the patieut at last usually gradually dies from the mere loss of blood. 
To treat this disease homoeopatliically,oron the principle similiasimili- 
htis curantur, some antipsoric homceopathlc remedy or remedies ought 
to be swallowed or smelt capable of inducing also symptoms similar 
to the different symptoms resulting from polypus. Were any such 
remedy or remedies known, their employment would, however, be of 
no avail to the patient, if they did not remove the diseased polypus ; 
which from time to time would continue to produce new attacks 
of hemorrhage. And in this case how very different indeed is the 
treatment of the rational practitioner from that of the symptomatic 
bomoEopathist. The " old" rational system of medicine teaches us to 
place a silken ligatmre i-ound the neck of the polypus ; or to use some 
other such means for its entire removal. And ample experience 
shows, that from that moment the hemorrhage generally ceases ; and 
the patient becomes gradually restored, as if (to use the comparison of 

IDupuytren) " she had been called back from the grave to renewed 
Kfe," But, argues HahnemaJin, if you cure the patient in this way, 
pew forms of disease will appear, caused by this allopathic mode of 
treatment, Most assm'edly such an allegation is a mere gratuitous 
Ind groundless assumption. In no disease caji a. cure he more simple, 
or more siu-e and more permanent, than in this ; while the mere omis- 
sion of the proper treatment of the disease is almost certain to be 
followed by dangerous or fatal consequences. " If a polypus," as 
the late Dr Goocli tersely and tiidy observes, " be detected and 

roioved, the person not only lives, but regains perfect health; if 
be mistaken and neglected, it occasions the death of the patient." ' 



Jiehxlive TreatmtiU of IU:h hy Legitimate Physieiam 
and Uomceopaths. 



As one more examiile, in illustration of the difference between the 
principles of bomteopatbic and allopathic treatment, we take, as pro- 
posed at p. 176, the instance of a disease, which may be either 
acute or chronic, viz., Itcb. 

The disease of all others which Hahnemann and his disciples affect 

have studied most, and to have been especially succossftil in ciuing, 

as we have seen, scalies or iUJt, and its effects. We have 

Ireody had occasion to state, that, as allowed by all modem phy- 



' See bis Kssays, p. 54?, 
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■icians, and ovcD hy the liotnoKiputliista themselves, this disease c 
sista priuuuily in tlic prusein'w and irritation of a small insect (tlio 
Aeanu Scabiei) iiubt-ddutl in the diseased skin, in the viciuity of the 
eniiitioR. The natural hislojy of this insect has been elaborately 
fltudiod of late years by several continental plij-siciaus ; and the 
most rapid and certain means of destroj'iug it, have been attempted 
to be ascertained by careftJ exjioriments. 

The ditference between the treatment of disease by rational medi- 
trine, and ita treatment by houia'opatby, in tlie case of itcb is great. 
Hahnemann lays don-n the homteopathic treatment of primary or 
acute ilch in the following terms in his Organon : — 

" Even a primari/ itcb eruption, of recent origin," says Hahne- 
mann, " though it may have spread all over the body, may be 
perfectly cured, in persons that are not too weakly, by a dose ctf 
tincture of sulphur, thirtieth dilution, given every seven days, in 
the course of from ten to twelve weeks (accordingly with ten or 
twelve such globules), so that it will seldom be necessary to aid the 
cure with a few doses o^carbo vegetahilie (vegetable charcoal) thirtieth 
dilution, also given at the rate of one dose in the week, without the 
slightest external treatment, besides frequent changes of linen, and 
good regimen." — {Organon, p, 292.) 

In reference to this horuceopathic treatment, we venture to aver, 
that if the patient will do iwihing whatever locally to the skin, or in 
other words, to the structure in which the insect lias its habitat, except 
apply, as recommended by Hahnemann, frequent changes of linen, 
the itch insect will continue to disport itself upon his cutaneous 
surface for months and years, instead of weeks ; and that the homceo- 
pathic infinitesimal dose recommended by Hahnemann, namely, — 
l,(X)0,0OO,O(M),O0O,(X>0,OO0,0UO,O00,00O,0CK),O00,O0O,O0O,OIX),0O0,IX)O,{)OO,O0O,Om^ 
of a grain of sulphur, or of vegetable charcoal, swallowed or smelled 
by the homceopathic patient, will have no influence whatever in 
the extermination of the itch insect, or the destruction of its ova. 

But, taking Hahnemann's own success in the cure of the disea^ 
in his own words, the homoeopathic victim of an itch eruption of recent 
origin does not, he allows, get rid of the filthy affection luider which 
he is suffering, if under homceopathic treatment, till the expiry of some 
ten Of tweloe weeks. It is an affection, however, which certainly does 
not thus require months or weeks for its removal. The common local 
sulphur treatment usually entirely removes it in tliree or four days. 
And numei-ous late experiments in the Parisian hospitals and cisej 
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e have sliown that, with some preparations, a treatnient of two 

r three hours only, is sufBcieiit to destroy an attack of primary ituh ; 

r the whole treatment consists merely in applying such local poisoDS 

the seat of the eruption as are capable of destroying the insect 

tnd its ova. The iodides of sulphur and of potassium, wheu applied 

dly to the affected part, Vill the insect in a few minutes ; and a 

solution of alcohol anrl staphisagra destroys them or their ova in 

about a c[uarter of an hour, without acting as an irritant upon the 

latienf s skin.^ 

In this way, as stated in the foot-note below, out of 400 patients 
mbmitted to a treatment extending only to two hours, 396 were at 
mce cured; 4 only required to return for fiirther advice ; and, of 



' In aonfirmiitioD uf this remark, lei me quote a paragraph or (no from tho laM 
l^ork in the Engtiish language on nkin diseases, Tiz, the eicellent practical treatise 
n ihia aubject, published lost jear hj mj friend, Dr Neligan of Dublin : — 
" Al sulphur, obsenea Dr NetigaTi, never bils to cure the disease, it i» the nDiTerKoU}' 
■ Tmilted remed; for it } none other, indeed, would require 10 be allodeil to, were it 
It that the unpleasant odour of sulphur renders its employment in some instances 
nissible. The general metbod of using tbis imbatance for the treatment of 
Kfcabiejj is b; the local inunction of ointments containing i(, either atone or oom- 
P pounded with alkalies i iu tlie latter form it is generally emplajed in the present 
d*7 in France, and found to be must efficacious there when uiied alone : the ooro- 
bioation was first introduced by M. Uelmericb, is compoaed of two parts ofsulphar, 
one of carbonate of potash, and eigbt of lard. The surfaue of the entire body, but 
more particularly of the affected parts, should be Brst washed well with a strong; 
solution of soft soap, the patient then placed for a quarter of an hour in an alkaline 
bath, oohtaining a, pound of the carbonate of potash to twenty gallunit of water, at 
the temperature of 92", the skin well dried, and this sulphuro-alkoline ointment after- 
wards thoroughly rubbed in ; the disease may thus be eCTectually cured in two or 
three days, a sin)>le friction, preceded by the alkaline and aapanaceoua bath, being 
used daily. Out of upwards of 700 persons, treated on a plan nearly similar to this 
at tbe Hopital St Louis in Paris, M. Dazin only met with six unsuccessful cases, oil 
the rest being cured on the third day." M. Hsrdi, who succeeded M. Bozin in the 
obar^e of the itch wards in this hospitul, has introduced a plan of using tbe sulphuro- 
alkaline ointment there, by which the period required fiir a complete cure is reduced 
to tuiD Aoura. His method is as followa: — 'On the admission of the patient, the 
whole surface of the body is rubbed for bolf an hour with soft soap, lavon aoir ; he 
is then placed in a bath tor an hour, and the body well rubbed while in it, and at 
the end of that time general frictions made, and continued lor half an hour, with 
Bebnerich's ointment. The acarus,' adds M. Hardi, 'is thuii killed, and the patient 
consequently cured.' Of 400 patients thus treated, it is said that four only required 
to return for further advice, and of those two had recontrauted the diseasei" — TreO' 
lite on Diitaita of the Skin, p. 138. 
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TEST Of PEEFECTIOS OF CURE. 



these (bur, i had rvceivcd a new infection or new attache of t 
iliKOM. Wv viinturu tu assert, without any fear of cuntniiliclion, 
tliat if, on tilt! other hanil, in tbetie 400 cases, nahnemann'a plan 
hiul In-en followed, viz., awallowmg or smelling a decillionth of a 
f^rain of Mulphiir or charcoal once a. week, with changes of linen and 
good r^fiinen alone, not 4 out of the 400 would he reco\'ered at the 
«nd of liis own prescribed time, namely, two or three months. Let 
tb« houiceopatliic treatment of primary Itch, as laid down by 
Hahnemann himself, he honestly tested, in any public hospital, upon 
any 400 of the most profound believers in homa?opathy, and such, 
we doubt not, will be found to be the result. Nor ia the test ab- 
Holiitely sevoT* or cruel in its spirit ; seeing that any day after the 
end of these tieo or three montJia, or any day during the inter\'ening 
period, the disease UKy, if desired, be removed by an " allopathic" 
troatmeiit of two hour/ doration. 

And yet, according to Hahnemann, the advantage of homceo- 
pathy over " allopathy" is this, that " homoeopathy is the true and 
the only way whereby diseases may be most buhelt, kapidly, 
and PEitMANENTLT extinguished by art ; for this mode of cure Is 
founded on an eternal infallible law of natBrel'" 

But in the diseases we have been commenting upon, legitimate 
medicine mnst be infinitely superior to homoeopathy, if Hahnemann's 
own definition of a perfect cure be taken as a true criterion. For, 
in the very second paragraph of bis Organon, be lays it dovn tliat 
" The PERFECTION of a cui-e is rapid, gentle, and permanent resto- 
ration of the health, or removal and annihilation of the disease in its 
whole extent, in the shortest, easiest, and most harmless way, on 
easily comprehensible principles,'" ' 



1 Organott, p. 156. 



' Ibid, p, I 



CHAPTER XVni. 

fGAIN TO PRACTICAL MEDICINE FROM HOMCEOPATHY; USE 
OF ALLOPATHIC DOSES BY HOMfEOPATIIISTS ; HAHNE- 
MANN'S DENOUNCEMENT OP SUCH AUXILIARIES; SOME RE- 
SULTS OF ADHESION TO INFINITESIMAI. DOSES; ALLEGED 
HABMLB8SNE8S OF HOMCEOPATHY. 
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[OM<EOPATHY (gimilia similibiii curantur), with its intiiiiteeitiial 

■s, 33 practised by Halinemann and his adherents, is essentially 

most interesting and important experiment, in so far as it tests 

ipou a large scale tlia extent to which nature is capable of curing 
of the human body, acute and chronic, by her own 

maided eftbrts, by diet and by regimen, and without the inter- 
vention of medicine. For the study of the phenomena and course 
of diseases, under the influence of pure homoaopatliy, is certainly 
the study of them under the unassisted influence of nature; 
as no rational man, who calmly aud dispassionately considers the 
question, can possibly believe that a dose so inefiiibly small' as the 
decillionth of a grain of any drug (and the decillioiitb Hahnemann 
declared, as we have found, to be the best dose for all affections, 

lither acute or chronic) can have any possible efficacy whatever 
upon the body, either in a state of health or in a state of disease.' 

See the calcnlatioDs rrgarding it in the Appendix. To djuolve dim grain to tiia 
decillionth, would require cnillious of millionB of lieu the eizo of our whole plKueltrjr 

In Bober truth, the homu^opath, Lhus exhibiting his billiontli or doi-Illlunlh 
globules, and foolifllily imBgining that the globules— anil not NBturu— aru cITvcUiik 
the cure in ■ case of inflamniation, or of i'ever, or of an/ other (Hibmm, Id too llii> 
grantlf like the German story of (he 9i enclosed in the luggnfiu v«ii, and |iruui]|j 
inppoaiDg that the vclucitjof the acuompanjing railiray train waa uwIiik tu llm biiKKlii|| 
winge, and not to the povcera of the attached loconiotlve unuliie, Ami lliu H;, 
the Uahnemannic practitioner, might argue, and with ixiunl loitlu tuu, ilial the 
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The intttrL-Btiiif; i:xperiDK'nt relative to the actual amount of t 
curative powers of nature, wbkli Is thus being earned on upon i 
portion of tile sick [iiirt of our population, under the name of boniOB 
patliy, will, I have no doubt, be attended tvith one beneiiciaJ result,-^ 
Uiat it will banish to itomu extent tbe indefinite polypharmacy a 
over^lruf^giug wliich has confessedly too much prevailed in some pa* 
of medical practice. It ia further an experiment that would i 
dubilabty prove of groat importance and utility in the future hislo 
of practical medicine, by showing us exactly what nature — assists 
by regimen, by diet, and by medical failh alone, and without any d 
at all — can effect in the recovery of tbe economy from difierent d 
eases ; provided — 

(I), That the bomoeopathists would faithfully give us true statM 
tical accounts of the results of their practice in different diseases ; 
provided, also — 

(2), That in attaining these results they adhered strictly to t 
inert and infinitesimal doses of Hahnemann. 

In relation, however, to the Jirst of these conditions, we have a 
in Chapter XII. auificient, and indeed far more than suffic 
deuce to believe, that the statistical accounts wliich the homceo-l'] 
pathists have hitherto publislied of tbe results of their so-called pra 
tice, are so inaccurate in some respects, and so faithless in othersj a 
to destroy the interest and value which they would otherwise ] 
sess as useful and reliable records of the mere natural history e 
diseases. 

In regard also to the second condition alluded to as necessaiy f 
ascertaining from homceopathy the exact curative effects of nature 
namely, that the homceopatbic practitioner, in obtaining his resul 
should use only infinitesimal, and consequentlv inert, doses of me^ 



Jtighl of the locomotive being homcpopathic in relation to its own powera o! flight, tl 
happ; arrival of the train at ita destination nas the reHult of the exercis 
homffiopalhic powers of direction and control, and of the working of that " 
infallible U«," siiaiUa sbailihus cvrantar. At all eyenta, the diaeiplea of Hahnemafl 
Fiily upon Bome not less tenable iastancea of the similia limUibua in evidence of tli 
favourite doctrine. And let me add, iluit the disproportion between a deciltionth 4i 
a grain of a common homcEopaihic drng, and the ordinar; efficient dose of that d 
13 infinitely greater than tlie disproportion of force hetween the motory m 
powers of a fly, and the motory mechanical powera of a locomotive; a decillion 
dose bearing some auch relatioQ to ao ordiooiy dose of any drug as the force of & 
fly would do to the comhined force of all the locomotive engines that hav 
been couairucted lu the world. 
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■cine, I frar that tliis is too constantly broken through to allow us 
attach that importance to the results which they would otherwise 
1 in relation to pathology and practice. I have repeatedly 
%eard of persons who had " tried " homojopathy, being amazed at 
finding undeniable and sometimes veiy powerful effects from alleged 
infinitesimal globules or powders, brought to them by their homceo- 
patbtc physicians, and carried about by them in their own drug- 
whilst, when these patients themselves used the very same 
baediciaes, marked with the very same names, out of their own 
nomestic horaceopathic boxes, they found no result whatever to fol- 
The solution of this paradox is only too obvious ; affording, 
s other matters do, evidence of the box of the practitioner being 
Inmetimes provided with allopathic medicines in doses sufficiently 
No infioit«aimaI globule, tincture, or powder, is provided 
twith so much of the appropriate tlrug as to impart to the dose any 
[appreciable medicinal taste or smell j but tinctures and powders 
are oilen enough given by the professed homocopathist sufficiently 
disagreeable to both the tongue and nose; and the phials containing 
them are sometimes in such cases not allowed to leave the hands 
of the physician, but are regularly brought and carried off by him at 
each visit. Many homoeopathic physicians maintain that the amount 
of infinitesimal dose of a homceopathic medicine which is given — as 
whether it is a billionth, quintillionth, or docilliouth — matters com- 
paratively httlo, provided only the proper drag be selected.' They 
have t/te proper drug in some infinitesimal dose in most domestic 
homceopathic drug-boxes ; yet ofben, it appears, they excuse them- 
selves for using them out of such collections ; and no doubt for very 
g adequate reasons. I have already alluded (at p. 33) to strong doses 
F ordinary drugs being occasionally surreptitiously exhibited by 
Homceopathic practitionei-s to their patients, under the guise of in- 
finitesimal globules and powders. The following details of an 
3 of this kind, and previously referred to, are given by a 
rery high authority, Dr Alfred Taylor of London, in his late well- 
mown work on Poisons. 

.n Dot aware (observes Dr Taylor) Ihat the saltH of morphia bare been 

Driminallj Dsed m poisons in this caunlr; ; bnt it is neoessary to slate Ibat thej are 



' See antecedenUy, p. 58. "The grand point (sa;s Dr Carie) ii to make choice 

i a good remedy, becsnee if will effect a eate at any degree of dilution," — Praetia 

Jmnfopnthy. p. " 1 . 
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•oniattmaii nN-'UfMl; pr«imib*d in ilangeroni doiei- The following case, Teferroj 
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" A Udj of till* matropolis coD»ultei] a bomt^opathic phjKiciaii, who had & 
^iwoi rtjmM •! an advocate of ifae Hfntem of inGniceaimnI doses. He prepared ■ 
f)f« to her Kima anwll while powden. w<ih explicit iiutmctioiiB in writiDg aa 
e>od« uf takini; tbein, and the aighta on which the; were to be tnkcTi. She to 
I wai informed, two [ and on e«ch occasion she suffered from great stupor, a 
the fjinploms of narcotic poisoning, followed by diarrhcDB. A soEpicion arosi 
the powders contained some very active ingredient ; and three of them wer 
me for anolysii. It was fiist ascertained that, althougb in appearance, and fi 
direotlons, thej wera intended to pau as equally divided doBea of tbe aai 
tbej differed great); in weight. The first weighed 3-4 grains : it consisted of ci 
and morphisi, the latter being in (he proportion of one grain. The second n 
\'i grains : it consisted entirely of auiTnr of milk (or some innocent analogous 
and contained no morphia, nor any mineral matter. Tbe third weighed 2 gr 
was compared of calomel and morphia, the latter forming about one-fonrtb the w 
or half a grain. The cause of the alarming symptoms was at once explained. It 
will be perceived, from the analysis, that the powders differed from each other in 
weight by more Ibao one-half; and that the first contained a dote of morphia uiAieh 
m^ikl have proved fatal, had it been laifn acrordinii to' the irrirttrt ordfT; while the 
second was an imioeeat powder, of which a peraoo might haie swallowed an oonce 
with impnnity, and yet it was less than half the weight of the really poisonous 
powder. The third contained a full dose or morphia. The q^uantity of motpbia 
which the patient took cannot be conjectured, as the doses of morphia In the remain- 
ing powder followed no regular rale ; but it appears to have been Eufficient to destroy 
her confidence for ever in inllDiiijsimiil doses I This cose, while it shows in an unex* 
pected way the grass decGplion practified on the public, and tbe risk of life which 
mnst be incurred by such a reckless mode of prescribing, alforda a hint of some value 
to the medical juriat. Let us imagine that the patient had taken tbe powder coa- 
taraing the gi»in of morphia, and hod died from its effects, and that only the second 
of tbe ponders, with tbe written directions, bad been forwarded to a chemist for 
analysis : this would have been found to be sugar of milk, a substance which coold 
be productive of no mischief Had a charge of manslaughter even arisen, there 
would have been an admirable ground of defence in the allegation, tbot the tmfor- 
tunate deceased had died of apoplexy; for it would have been argued, she cooUl 
have taken nothing but sugar of milk, with perhaps a barmleas decillionth dose of 
some bomcEopathic mediciue ! The prescriber, under tbese circumslances, would 
probably have been triumphantly acquitted." ' 

In the preceding instance, the dose of morpliia thus given secretly 
by a homoeopathic practitioner of " great repute," under the guiso 
of an infinitt'simal liomoeopathic dose, was almost poisonocis' in its 
amount, 1 am infonned by the gentleman " who gavL' these powders 

< Poisong in relation to Medical Jurisprudence and Medicine, p, 61T. 

' "Br Paterson has reported the case of a female, aged 19, who was killed by s 
dose oi one grain of the muriate of morphia." — Medical Gaietlc, rol. xl. for IS47, p. 
296. 

' Namely, a physician eminently diatinguiahed, as the howa^opatbists themselve^^ 
have allowed, by " bis love of truth and justice." ^^M 
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r Dr Taylor, that the homceopathic practitioner in question Ls 

Dr ■ — ; one of the oldest and most distinguished among the 

homceopathic physicians in England, and one of their most voluminous 
writers on the errors of " allopathy," and on the " immutable " and 
" all-iinportant truths" of homteopathy. Among other matters, 
this same homceopathic physician has more than once, in liis pnb- 
lished essays, descrihed the infinitesimal doses of homceopathy as 
possessing in disease powers "far" excelling those of the doses and 
means employed by " allopathic practitioners ;" and ho has also duly 
and indignantly denounced all compounds, like the calomel and opium 
discovered in his own powders. In commenting upon the preced- 
ing case, the Editor of the Medical Gazette observes :— 

" It ia no longer diflicull, with Ihesa facta before us, to esplain the contradictorj 
statements which have been made respecting the potency and effects of homte- 
opathic medicines. We consider that one clear); developed case of this kind 
eKtingnishee for ever the doctrine of infinitesimal dosea : Falms in uno^a!sns in 
onmibut. No man who has once been convicted of a trick of this description can 
ever again bo trusted ; aod when ho stands forth promineotly as Che advocate of 
a particnlar system of treating discaae, and professes to base his Eticceiis upon the 
exclasiye adoption of this ayatem, while it is proved that he is in secrat pursuing 
a totallj diBerenC course, — it showa that the whole fabric U unsound, and that to 
the public it is worse than ' a mockery, a delusion, and a snare.' A homccopalMst 
may, if he please, prescribe murpbia : to this uo one can object ■■, but tbst he should 
prescribe this powerful olkaloid in dosea from which regular practiUoners Would 
shrink, as likely Co be dangerous, if not fatat, to their patients,- -Ibat be should at 
the Bamu time fretbnd to employ only bilUonths and trillionchs of a grain, — and, 
the better to keep up the deceptioo, prescribe on inert substance alternately with 
this active drug,— ia a couiie which muat be condemned as in Iht higheat dtgrtt 



There are many other potent medicines besides those contained in 
theabove example (morphia and calomel), which can be easily, thoagh 
" dishonestly," used under the same professed form of " infinitesimal 
doses." A fifth or a tenth of a grain of elaterium — and less even of 
" I active principle, elaterin — will often act violently as a purgative. 
L drop of the concentrated tinctm* of aconite sometimes produces 
rongly the constitutional medicinal effects of the drug ; one-fiftieth 
f a graiu of aconitina has nearly proved fatal ; one-fortieth of a grain 
f atropine (belladonna) is a powerful dose ; and death has resulted 
1 the human subject from nine-tenths of a grain or minim of pure 
ssic acid ; and from half a grain of tlie powder of strycbnia, the 
Ictive principle of nux vomica. A lata writer on tliis subject, in tha 

' Medical Gazette, IS47|p, S^lH. 
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" IMiartnactintical Journal," aftiT wimewhat contemptuonsly s 

ing llint Hnhiiemnnn Rrratly rcliwl " on tin.- imnn^nation of his dnpes, 

nml fiiitoi) tlif sUt' iif Uie doM to thi- amount of their niiderstaadin^" 

fpiv* on lo remark, that one " nrtifice of the )ioma?opaths relates to 

I the rejiiulntion of the diet ; and this is ostensibly fouuded, not on the 

I ^tpHcahility of the prescribed repimen to the physical state of the 

I patient, hut on tlic allegtd interference of certain kinds of food with 

the action of the medicine. Thus (he observes) the infinitesimal 

iiiij;ar-phnn is the talisman which rivets the imagination and enchains 

the reason of tlie patienta ; it is the charm which reduces them 

to iiiKaiK- credulity, and consequent implicit obedience." 

" But (the Mine writer eontlnnet) wlieii cases arise in which the uii medicatrix 
Miruivr ii not adequate to the cure of the diseue, a varietjr of tricka are resorted to 
for the purpose of obtaining the aid of medicine, without unmahliine Ihe sngar-ptum 
impoaition. Sometimes strong medicines — morphia, stijchaia, eto.^ — are admitiiswred 
fn appreciable doses, the patient not being aware of the fact. Sometimes patients 
■re permilltd to talte purgatives, or other medicines, on Iheir own responsibility, — the 
qsack pretending to protest agaroBt the practice, and administering a globule pro- 
fessedl; to counteract the prejadicial effect, A paste, consisting cliieflf of oloea, bu 
been latelj in fashion among the craft. Patients taking cod-liver oil in globules, 
hare, in some instances, been allowed to take the same remedj in ordinar; doses; 
with the assurance, however, that the medicinal effect is attributable to the homoeo- 
pathic dose, — the other acting merely as an article of diet. These, and other similar 
■nbteifuges, maj be compared to the evasion of a man who aells a straw and girea 
»way a pamphlet." 

Other writers who have personally been called in to cases where 
Bueh practices were being carried on by liomosopathic practitioners, 
have published rcmaifa of a similar tenor. Thus, 

"The worst part of homccopathy (observes Dr Connack) is, in mj opinion, tbo 
dahDnati) a( ihe majority of those who live by it. When patients are once secured, 
they ore, I think, very rarely treated in accordance with the principles of Habne- 
n ; but are retained by the combination of every current medical novelty 
which may at the time be most in favonr with the monied throng of quack fanciers. 
I have not been able to hear of any one who honestly relies on homteopathy for the 
cnre of disease ; bat 1 can point to many, calling themEelvea honii£opathic practi. 
Honers, who attempt to relievo the sympioma of disease liy the same means which 
we would adopt. . . So ill disguised of lata (he farther remarks) has bpen the 
want of accordance between their priaeiples and their practice, that homnpopathy 
had become in England notbing more than a conventional appelhitiou for a very 
clever quack system^ — one of the maiij which from time to time arise, and fasten 
themselves pftrasiticaUy to the science of medicine, tilling the pockets and cankering 
the integrity of not a few of its nominal cultivators. A good many patients have 
come to me from homcenpathio doctors ; and I have thns discovered that even the 
commonest and tbo coarsest of the 'ordinary' means of cure are habitually used 
by them. Castor-oil and aloes are advised iu the ordinary purgaliva doses ; camphor 
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in which I wonld ailminiatei' 
cad- liver oil is relied on in some forms of 
ive actuallj found that, with the globules, 
iirae to.' There is notbiug here stated 



is gi*eQ in very large doses io th 
it ; croton-oil is used as a coanter-initanl 
phthisis; and m several coses of disease, 1 
hydropathy and mesmerism were hud re' 
but what I cao prore to be true."' 

To avoid using, in appropriate cases, the ordinar}' forms of medi- 
cinal sudorifica, aperients, emetics, etc, in their ordinary doses, 
some practitioners of homceopathy have recourse to every kind of 
possible means, in order to produce these actions and effects by other 
than medicinal measures ; — such as steaminjr and poulticing their 
patients in bed, and giving abundance of fluids to produce diapho- 
resis ; throwing large enemata into the bowels ; tickling the fauces to 
induce vomiting, etc. The same class of practitioners, and other 
homceopathists, occasionally also, and more especially of late years, 
affect little or no scruple in using, in acute and other dangerous cases, 
so-called allopathic drugs in their common doses. But then they 
employ them with a protest, and under the imposing name of 
'* auxiliaiies." In other words, when their patients require no vei-y 
active treatment, or no treatment at all, the infinitesimal globules 
are gravely and assiduously employed, with proper regimen and diet ; 
but when a case, or a period in a case, comes to present actual 
danger, from the evident omission of medicinal treatment, an allo- 
pathic purgative or other appropriate allopathic medicine is employed 
under the term of an " auxiliary." In all these cases — according, 
at least, to the creed of such practitioners and their patients — it is 
the infinitesimal drop or globule that actually cures the disease ; 
while the allopathic drug is only (in their language at least), a pallia- 
tive or an " auxiliary " to the homceopathy. It is an auxiliary, 
however, in most such cases, exactly in the sense in which it was 
used by the braggart dram-boy, when he vaunted that /te himself 
had defeated the French army at Waterloo, — though he allowed at 
the same time that forthis purpose he had incidentally used the Eng- 
lish cannon, cavalry, aijd troops, as his " auxiliaries" in the work. 

In terms, perhaps unnecessarily strong and severe, Mr Brodribb 
censures and denounces this conjoined practice of legitimate medi- 

> Dr RuEsell, in an address to one of the Uaniccopalhic CongressEFi, adduced it as 
& "most gralifjing reflcclion" lo his homuiopathic hrelhien, that "naturalij" 
hommipath; " welcomed," aad could include within it, other furms uf quaclierj 
in medicine (iu "cognate sciences and curative methods" as he delicately termed 
them), such as hydropathy and mesmeric cures, clc.~Sce Journal of llomiroitalig for 
18SI, p. :>69. 
~ 'Provincial Medical nud Surg-'cal Journal, 1851, p. Mi. 
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cine and homcoopathy, as a, practice which he thinks " no man witi 
out a compromise of his character can adopt." " No caBiiistry-;S 
says he, " can justify or explain away such double-dealing ; and q 
moralists will agree that ' if a man represents aa true what ha I 
lieres to be untme, or even doubtful, he tells a falsehood, and t 
if he-does it fi-om liiferested motives, he is a dishonest man." 

Hahnemann himself Beems to have entertained an opinion rath 
analogoua to that of Mr Brodribb, regarding the gross improprie( 
and indeed impossibility, of combining the two forms of practia 
and of using allopathic means as auxiliary to homceopathy and i 
finitesimal doses. " It is impossible (he observes) that there (. 
be another true, best method of curing dynamic diseases (i. e 
diseases not strictly sm-gical), besides homoeopathy, just as it is i 
possible to draw more than one straight line betwixt two givj 
points. He who imagines that there are other modes of curing d 
eases besides it, could not have appreciated the ftmdamental i 
aeter of homoeopathy, nor practised it with sufficient care, nor could 
he ever have seen or road cases of properly performed homoeopathic 
cures ; nor, on the other hand, could he have discerned the base- 
lessness of all allopathic modes of treating diseases, and their bad or 
even dreadfiil eftects, if, with such las indifference, he places the 
only troe healing art on an equality with those hurtful methods of 
treatment, or alleges them to be auxiliaries to homoeopathy which 
it could not dispense with. My true, conscientious followers, the 
pure homoeopath ists, with their successfiil, almost never-failiiu 
treatment, might teach these persons better."^ When t 




imphlet, p. 45. Perhnpa many will coosider as bHU more deserving of audi ■ 
e condnct which eome homiEopathie stndants and practitioners hara 
fallDwed in obtaining licences and dipiomos under the guiae of being followers of 
the doctrineB and practice of legitiinnte medicine. " To use all arts," as observed 
by the Medical Times, "to gain admission lo a body, and thErBafter to vilify and 
aSfact lo despise it — to profess certain ojiinions, in order to acqaire a professional 
BtatuB, and, when the statna in acqaired, to ridicule and denounce Ibem — to swear 
adherence to a professiau, in order to acqaire the right to practise it, and thereailer 
to embrace a professional beresj, the more sui!ceasfully to pander to the follies of 
the rich and the faaluDriable — to adhere neither to tho one nor to the otiier, bat to 
practice either, as the absence of all principle admits, and (he whim or caprice of a 
patient deroanda — these are the achievements of this modem philosophy — these the 
triumphs of homceopathic morality."-^ J/edica/ 2Vtjia', Oct. 11, 1S5I. 

' OrganoD, p. 206. "I remember," saya a homieapathic writer (Dr Scott of 
Glasgow), " having proposed the <]ueslion to the venerable founder of our method^ 
(nlioui we, a disjointed band, follow at so great an interval, and with such totter 
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speaking of giviug doaes sufficiently miuute and infinitesimal, or 
*' as small as possible," (decillionths) Hahneraiuin, iii the saniii 
spirit, observes — " an unnecessarily larger doae of even an accuratt^ly 
homosopatliic medicine, acts too violently, and, at first, produces too 
great and too lasting a disturbance of the mind and disposition, to 
allow us soon to perceive the improvement in them. I must here," 
he continues, " observe, that this so essential rule is cliiefly trans- 
gressed by presumpttious tyros in homceopathy, and by physicians 
who are converted to homceopathy from the ranks of the old school. 
From old prejudicea, these persons abhor the smallest doses of 
the highest dilutions of medicines, in such cases, and hence they 
fail to experience the great advantages and blessings of that mode 
of proceeding which a thousandfold experience has shown to be the 
most salutarj- ; they cannot effect all that homceopatliy is capable 
of doing, and hence they have no claijn to be considered its 
adheronta." ' 

Elsewhere, as if in further explanation of this statement, Hahne- 
mann tella us, that medicine applied in accordance with the law 
of similia eimilibus, " restores the patient to perfect health witliout 
suffering, and in a short time, and thus it is a salutary and blessed 
business." " For," aaya he, " homasopathy sheds not a drop of 
blood ; administers no emetics, purgatives, laxatives, or diaphoretics ; 
drives off no external affection by external means ; prescribes no 
warm baths nor medicated clysters ; applies no Spanish flies nor 
mustard plasters," etc.* 

Id one of Ins early works, Hahnemaim had advised the applica- 
tion of a plaster to the back, and the use of electricity in paralytic 
affections. In the last edition of his Organon (1833) he tells US 
" tliat, as both of these apphances have furnished " — to use his own 

uid unequal ateps), whethet in any cue we ou^t to resort to bleeding ? He 
aaiwered with his nonted animaljon, ' Jamais, Jamati ; ' and in fucther coDveisaLion 
on the subject, he came to the conclasion that if the homceopatluc pbysician could 
not dJspcDiie with thU opcratian, ' CeM un manvaii homaopathe.' 

" I thinb (addu Dr Si-'olt, with unuaual honKeopatbie houeetj) we (bonicEOpaths) 
are taught by eTerjr daj'ii experience to walk with tacreaaing faumililj, and to treat 
with increasing respect Bad courtesy those wbo bave not received what we reckon 
tlie uaU'triiil luui of cure, but whose resources we are constrained fram time to tine 
to borrow; and, in geiierii, when pracHcable, 1 would suggest it to be highly ex- 
pedient when our methods fail, and we arc iu coaseqitence inclined, or rather con- 
straioed, lo adopt others, that we should consign the ease to a pmctilioner o{ the 
_ Didinar; KhvoV—liritinh Jumiuil "/ Ilamiropal/ig. vol. vii. p. a^M. 

' Ornnnoli, p. 30D. ' freface to " Oi^aiioii.'* ji. ti. 
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words — " the bast&rd hointropathists with an excuse for their al 
patliic tranMgn.'ssions, I am grieved (he contritely adds) that I ever 
nliould hiivo proposed them ; and I hereby solemnly retract them : — 
for this reason also, that, since then, our homoDopathIc system has 
advanced so NEAB to PEBfeCTION that they are now no longer 
pcqnired." ' 

Many inodJcal practitioners coutd give painful evidence as to tl 
sad and irremediable results which have often accrued from 
implicit adherence to the principles of homoeopathy and infii 
tesimal doses, as laid down by Hahnemann, in diseases and cases ii 
which proper medicinal means were actually required. It would 
be an easy task to adduce &om varions legitimate physicians 
abundant evidence of dise^ise and suffering being prolonged, and 
danger and death being unnecessarily risked, in deference to the 
nulhties and phantasies of homceopathy. But instead of creating 
any rninocessary irritation by adducing such e'vidence, let lis sunply 
cite a homoeopathic physician as a witness of the fact ; and Ida 
evidence at least will, I hope, he allowed to be unchallengeable. 
Among the homceopathic practitioners of England, there are few 
men, perhaps, of more talent, or at least of more honesty, than Dr 
Madden. Listen to the results which he himself has seen accrue 
from a blind adherence to Hahnemann's principles. I quote 
a paper of Dr Madden's, " On the Use of Auxiliaries," pnbli 
in the " Homoeopathic Journal" for 1849, p. 314: — 

" Abont a year ago," soya 0r Madden, "I was consulted by a lady who hod b 
long an invalid, and had latterly been treated according to our system 
uit, however, was among (he moat rigid adherents to all the dogmas 
maslw, and accordingly he ailoned no other mcaas faeside an occa^onal lavement )t 
be employed to overuome the great tendency to constipation under which b 
laboured. By degrees the enema lost its effect, and she was then directed to : 
the quantity osed, and the freqncitcy of its employment. A number of pelvii 
toma, which al this time manifested tbemselves, were aCtributed by her attendant If 
uterine congestion, and she continued uoder bis care. When I first s. 
WM exceedingly weak, complained of couslnnt dragging pains in the l 
prevented her taking almost any exercise, and the bowels never showed any symlH 
toms of acting, nnless she tool< two or threo enemas, consisting of a quart each, 
calami nation, I found that' though the uterus was slightly congested, it was by t 
means snfScicntly so to account for her symptoms ; whereas the rect 

' Preface to Organon, p. xii. At the same time, it may be proper to add, that il 
cnses of poisoning with belladonna berries, etc., he allows of the propriety ol 
[Ori/mion, p. 113), and of stimulants in asphyxia, etc., — these and surgical cases not 
coming, as he and hia followers argue, within the province of a law anch as bomcco-f 
paihy, intended for the cure of madical disenses. 
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■ KioubI; enlar^J, exteading entirely acioss (be posterior wall of the pelvis, and being 
I fiillj tbreu times its natural ^ze. That ihu most unpleiaant morbid condition is frace- 
I «ij(! lo the treatment, I think there can be little donbt." 

F Dr Madden gives tha following details of 'another case, in wliich 
the effects were (to use his own woi-ds) " still more disastrows," — 
palsy of the lower part of the body, super\'e!iing inconsequence: — 

** An elderly gentleman," Dr Madden atatca, " who had lived freely, and suffered 
mach Irani goat, was induced to con»3l[ s homoiDpathist, od aeconnCortbeebatlered 
condition of bia general health. As he had becu IransgrBssing the laws of health in 
many ways, the first effects of the treatment were decidedly ber.eficial, as his roedioal 
roan eoforcpd temperanca and regularity. But after a time, the sytttem began t( 
tuccumb under the too rigid abatinence which had been recommended, and the 
bowela ceased to respond to tbe honKeopathic reroediea ; and the medical roan, fear- 
ing that one or two slight divergences from tbe atrictest hom<eopathic rules were 
the cause of this failure, urged a still closer adherence to every ]iHrlicDlar ; and the 
result wa^k, that, after a few weeks of unsuccessful treatment, an attack o/pataplegtii 

ensued, which has proved incurable I feel satisfied that the paraplegic attacli 

migbt have been delayed, if not warded off, bad the patient been put upon a, more 
I Bberal diet, and occ&Bionol mild aperieots administered when necessary."' 

i sometimes urged as a reason feu- temporarily trusting to 
■Ibomceopathy and its infinitesimal doses, that the trial of this prac- 
tice and of these medicines will at least do no hann, provided it 
,4oes no good. But the omission of due remedial measures is very 
ipauied with injury, and it may be, and doubtlessly often 
kio, irreparable injury; for under such inane and negative means as 
ifiuitcsimal homoxipathic doses the disease is allowed to march 
wards in its course while the trial is making ; and when other 
K^tive and proper means are at last had recourse to, the aid may 
some too late to save the patient from a long convalescence, or too 
ven to save him from death. It is quite time that (as is 
y stated in a preceding chapter, p. 80), in a very large number 
es and affections, nature is perfectly adequate to restore the 
wtient ivithout the aid of drugs. " In 1000 common ailments (says 
Dr Moore),' though no remedies were used, probably not above two 
r three wouUl prove fatal. And if all were treated by a physician 
who ordei-ed nothing injurious, he might acquire by the results consi- 
■^erable credit. Even should all those cases have fallen into the hands 

' Dr Madden in " British Journal of Honneopatby," No. xxiii. p. 315. 

' History of the Practice of Vaccination (1817), p. 54. Thus (to quote again the 

same writer), it happened that " tbe properties of amolels bave ever been maintained 

on the grounds of expehibnce, un iJie very princijiUt of Bacon's phitosophy ; as the 

lossessed usually escaped death many tiroes, and never died bat once." — 

e the fool-note to a preceding page fp. St). 
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(tf nn ignorant impostor, though tbf salutary openitions of iiaturfffl 
should hBvc V»een weakened or coiinteractctl by his interferonce, and 
tfii or twenty actually destroyed, he iiiij^ht still have a pretext for 
boasting of having cured 980 or 991) sick persons."^ But though 
the unaided powers of nature are thus m many instances quite a 
qaate to avert lingering disease or death, they fail to do so in othflU 
cases and in other diseases. We have already seen (p. 112) thai 
the proportion of deaths in pneumonia, for example, i 
regnlatcd by the day or date of tlii^ diseaBe at which proper remedid 
measures are adopted ; that the mortality ensuing upon this malfu 
is comparatively very small when the patients are submitted t 
to due medical treatment ; and that, on the contrary, its a,tteiifl 
ant mortality becomes greater and greater in proportion as thej| 
<lelay longer and longer in subjecting themselves to that treats 
ment. Wo have seen also (pp. 110 and 111) how, in those that 
did recover, tlie rapidity of the disappearance of different symptom 
and the total duration of the convalescence, was regidated also n 
the date of the adoption of appropriate treatment. If it be argn« 
then, that the omission of this appropriate treatment is justifiable & 
cases of disease, and that homceopathy, " if it does no good, can fl 
no harm," we would beg to reply to such sophistry in the i 
used by Dr Beddoes, half a centiuy ago," in reference to anoth 
practice, " But if it does no good, it can do harm (writes 1 
Beddoes), all ]>ossibIe hann, — provided in killing there be harm, 
can (he continues) arrest the rescuing band till the silent but ] 
gressive finger of fate move from ' time is ' to ' time is 
There are (Dr B. adds) plenty of occasions on which water-g 
upon the harmless principle, will thus do a man's business, just ^ 
effectually as laurel water." 



' Dr Moore's rpmarks apply to the milder ronii^ of human nilmeDtB. In maligaaO 
dhotera, for iDilaucc, about I in 3 diee; in small-pox, 1 in 5 in Bome ^piden 
pneumonia we hme eeen I in 13 d;ing; when the ditcaFt was not interfered with I|{ 
medicine (see p. 105). Again, we have also seen that, in the prnctice of the i 
and navy (where appropriale treatment is early and aetivtiy applied), the sanK 
ease proves htal in about 1 in every 28 easea ; and in some of the retoml firom tl 
public Nervices, the mortality in pneumonia is Bcarcely above £ in every lOn 

" EsEays M"ral »nd Medical, vol. i.. 2J Ehuay, p. HL. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

PATRONAGE OF MEDICAL QUACKERIES; AGGRAVATIONS FOL- 
LOWING HOM<EOPATHIO DOSES, AND ERRORS OF PATIENTS 
, AS TO THEIR EFFECTS; RATIONALE OF HOMfEOPATIIY : 
1. SUPERSENSIBILITY OF DISEASED PARTS ; IDIO8YNCEA0IES, 



SKIHD seem capable of thinking and i-easoniog more accurately 

Bpon almost every other land of [iractical art and science than 

ley do in regard to medicine. Neither lawyers themselves, nor the 

ublic, would listen, for instance, for a moment to any astounding 

■ quackery in law. Suppose any law-reformer should undertake to 

prove that a payment by an "infinitesimal" mustard seed or straw was 

quite equal in its legal amount and potency to a round sum in gold, 

would he not be rated not merely as illogical, but as actually hisanet 

The same character, I believe, would be accorded to any quack- 

agriculturist who should rise up at the present time and declare, that 

during the past thousands of ye.ars the true science of agriculture has 

remained totally mistaken and undiscovered, and that one grain of 

guano, or of phosphate of ammonia, or of other manures, if properly 

diluted and ahakeu in an ocean of fluid as large as the Baltic or 

Mediterranean seas, would form a mixture of " temfie potency" (to 

borrow the language of the homosopati lists) for fertilizing the soils, 

pt only of a single farm, but of whole counties and kingdoms. Or 

lat character would the world attribute to any politician, who should 

tavely propound that our paupers and others need not be louger a 

hivy pecuniary burden upon tlie pooD-rates or the state, as he had 

Mveretl a cheap and "infallible" law or method of porma- 

tntly supporting each and all of them upon — an infusion of a few 

8 of curry-powder K 
5n relation to such subjects, in the practical arts and sc'iencos of 
|r, agi-iculture, politics, etc., the public mind readily enough pei^ 
^vcs the exquisitely ridiculous character of any such cliarhilanic 
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])hantiui(.>s and dolasions. But all past history and all modem hiv 
tory alike show that, !ii relation to medicine as a practical art and 
scicnw, the matter stands widely different. For every few years 
some reformer or another has sprang up (and presuming upon the 
ignorance of the public in relation to the complex vital laws of 
health anil disease), has roundly declared that the true nature 
and true treatment of human disease were unkno^vn till his time, 
and that it baa been left to him and to his sagacity to discover 
at last a new infulllble cure, or a new infallible system of ciire, for 
the various ailments of mankind. And all past as well as present 
experience fiutlier shows, that the greater the degree of dogmatism 
and effrontery with which any such medical pretender proclaims his 
doctrine, and the greater also the abuse which he bestows upon the 
medical profession at large, the greater, in all probability, will be his 
success in gaining patients and patrons amongst the credulous 
public. Nay, sometimes, apparently the more there is of irration- 
ality in any new or revived charlatanic medical doctrine or practice, 
the more converts it is likely to gain ; provided only its proposer and 
his credulous patrons show no scruples of conscience in suggesting 
and promulgating its imaginary cures. The designing pretender of 
the new doctrine may further be a person totally unacquainted vrith 
physiology, or pathology, or medical science in any way, and yet all 
past experience shows that this is no reason why he should not fully 
and at once be trusted as a medical practitioner by the public, if he 
only boldly and unhesitatingly declares himself to have detected 
some " new gift of healing." '- The kind of credulity, I repent, which 
the pubhc thus show daily in relation to medicine they show in re- 
lation to no other practical art or science. Indeed, if, as I have 
already remarked, a similar species of charlatanry were attempted 
in relation to m.ost other arts and sciences, the delusion would be at 
once detected, and tlie imposture duly denounced; whilst, in medi- 
cine, the delusion would, on the other hand, probably make the pro- 
pounder's fame and fortune, and in the course of years be forgotten, 

' 1 am informed bj a physician (Dr Sleigh), to whom St John Long wbb induced 
to applj for instruction after hia first trial for manBlaughler, that ha found liim (even 
for a lajmin and n on- professional man) nlterly and most sfrangelj ignorant on 
everjthing whatever, howBTer elemenlarj, relating to the Btraeture, functions, and 
diseases oflhe bodf. Yet b; that time Long's tobblDga and liniments had, it was said, 
gained for him L. 1011,000 out of the pockets of the crednlous public of London; and 
nolifemen, clcrnjinen, generals, etc, stood forward nt hia two trials to attei 
swenr tn hi» grput racdiral linnwledgp. 
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"Have not (says Dr MiLrsliall Hall) all sjgtenis hod their brief day, and tben 
foiled hitherto?" " What," he aska, " should we thinliaf an ignorant peasant turn- 
ing quBck engineer? I do indeed (ho remarlts) remember to have eeen persons, 
when their watch wonld not go, give it a good shake ; and once or twice this eo»rie 
mode of natch-tberapeaticB ma; bnve snccoedcd in rcTDoving some DnknowD obBtacle 
to iti morements, and ibe little machine ma; have resumed its horological career- 
Such a lacky accident in experimentB on the human frame and its diaeases, baa made 
the fortune of a quack in medicine. Yet would any one in hia senaea deliberately 
deliver over hia watch to the isaue of such an experiment? Would not the ahake be 
more likel; to move the diaplaced pivot still further from its proper position in the 
manj/ wrong directions, than to replace it in the oie right one F Yet to auch experi- 
Qienta— to such violent and ignorant cKperimenta — man; entiuat the well-being of 

at most complicated and delicate of all machines, that ' harp of a thoniand airings,' 

e human frame!"' 

The curious amount of true folly often betrayed by flie credulous 

public, iu thus patronising new and pretended universal methods of 

jenre, can only fiilly be appreciated by physicians who are acquainted 

irith tlie actual natiu^ of the diseases which are to be cured ; or by 

others, who, if not physicians, may for a momejit give themselves 

ihe trouble of considering and mastering the pretensions of the new 

mpiricism, whatever it may be. I have quoted in a preceding page 

[p. 79), from Sir Benjamin Brodie, an account of a London era- 

pric, who, some years ago, rose into rapid practice in consequence of 

fflilleging that he had made a great discovery in the healing art, viz., 

lat mere dry rubbing or shampooing, in his particular way, was a 

remedy for all disorders. No doubt the simple rubbing or shampooing 

(pf the surface, such as this quack practised, is one useliil means of 

atment ; and has been generally recognised by the profession in all 

such in some particulai- cases ; as where there is stiffness of 

the apparatus of motion from disuse, and fi-om the slighter forms of 

mctional disease and injury. No doubt, also, the whole class of 

i^malades imaginaires," and hypochondriac artists, lawyers, old ladies, 

and others, suffering from the mere effects of sedentary habits and 

want of sufficient physical exercise, may have their health improved 

by being forced once or ofteuer for an hour or so daily (under the 

name of shampooing) to exert muscles and parts to which they would 

not otherwise give duo healthy exercise, and to have the surfaces of 

their skin cleansed and excited by it. But, to imagine, as this Lon- 

rdon empiric and his patrons alleged, that rubbing the skin would 

buro the various internal diseases of the abdomen, chest, eyes, ears, 

^B ' I'rnctical Obacrrnlioua and Su){gesliouB in Medicine, p. 1), 
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Spinal cord, etc., for which he applied hia fi-ictions and pinchings, is an 
absui'dity uf which even an uiiprujudiced child might see the truo 
character. The practice was applied, for instance (to take one example 
only), in cases in which one or other side of the body was entirely 
palsied, in consequence of previous attacks of hemorrhagic apoplexy. 
Such an apoplectic attack pi-oduces, as ia well known, that palsy of 
the side which follows it, by injury of the opposite hemisphere of the 
brain, from an eifnsion or effiisions of clots of blood into the sub- 
stance, or upon the surface of the brain. To dream and fancy, that 
in auch a case, the disease could really be removed by merely rubbing 
and shampooing the skin, is to suppose, that this rubbing or sham- 
pooing of the skin could remove a clot of blood situated in the interior 
of the head, or mend the local injuries of the brain loft by that clot. 
The watchmaker might aa well expect to mend the broken wheel or 
mainspring of a watch by rubbing the surface of the glass face or 
gold back uf the watch, as a rational man could expect to rectify the 
lesions and injuries producing a hemiplegic side, by rubbing the 
patient's siirface. And certainly a quack engineer miglit as sanely 
imagine, that he could rectify the diversified derangements and in- 
juries that are apt to take place in the interior^of a locomotive engine, 
by merely rubbing and burnishing the surface of the shell or case- 
ment of the locomotive, as a medical practitioner could expect to 
cure the lesions of the interior of the human body by rubbing the 
surface of the body.' 

One other strange cireomstance seems to hold true of all types 
and fonns of medical quackery, viz., — that the victims and patrons 
of it are generally ready to assert, in the most uncompromising 
terms, and even to swcai- to, all kinds of imprababilities and impos- 
sibilities in regard to its effects. Thus (as I have already quoted 

' The casB of the rulibing empiric, described by Sir Benjamin, illnstrates another 
coriouB general fact in the history of suoii praeticoa — namely, the unbniinded sama 
that the public will freely and ardently pay to such medical pretenders, while, at [he 
lame time, [boy often grudge the educated medical practitioner his comparatively 
infinitesimal fees. In the notice of this London robber, it is stated, for instance, that 
— " A yonng Indy, whose lower limbs had been paralytic from infancy, was brought 
to him from iha country to be cured. At the and of a year, i:500 baring been ex- 
pended in tbe experiment, she retnmcd home in the same state as when she had left 
it ; but promiijes were made to hei that if the process were repeated, it would pro- 
duce the desired cETeot al lail ; and she came to London again for the purpose. The 
result was such aa might have been anticipated" — namely, some pecuniary beneHt 
lo the impostor, but— no medical benefit whatever to the patient.— See anleriorly, foot- 
note, p. 79; and Qmirlerln lienetii, rol. iKxi. p, SI. 
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from Dr Curie, at p. 37), among the numerous witnesses. Nobles, 
Generals, etc, brought forivard by Mr St John Long, at hia trial 
for manslaughter, in consequence of his appKcations and rubbing, 
Lord Ingestre swore, " that he saw St Jolm Long draw several pints 
of a liquid Kke mercury from a patient's brain," Yiz,, the brain, I 

believe, of the late Sir F s B— d— t. And I have at the 

same time (p. 36), cited Hartley, the metaphysician, as gravely and 
seriously publishing to the world an account of his own em^3, and of 
the supposed cure of 150 others, by Mrs Steven's absurd specific, 
the fact being — that he himself, and no doubt most of the other 150, 
died of the very disease of wluch he gravely and publicly avowed 
himself and them to be thus cured. No doubt, also, many of these 
150, like Dr Hartley, cozened themselves, and tried to cozen others 
into the belief, that they were cured of their maladies, when such 
was not in any degree the fact. " For there is," observes a late 
medical writer, " a strong inclination in mankind generally to assist 
in propagating an imposition to which tliey have themselves yielded ; 
both becauso it makes them objects of interest to the public, and 
because it appears to justify them in having given it their .confi- 
dence.'" They are in consequence, often indiscreetly, and almost 
unwittingly, led to asseverate as true, about snch new practices, 
things wbicli have no actual foundation in sober truth. We have 
already quoted Dr Moore as correctly obsening, in relation to this 
very curious trait in human nature, that " Clergymen, Judges, and 
Peers arc daily swmnng that they have been cured of incurable 
diseases; but the meanest apothecaiy smiles with contempt when he 
reads their splendid testimonials. . . Yet, if any one should 
attempt, by investigating each pai'ticular ease, to refute it, lie would 
soon discover the impossibility of succesdmg. I have been requested 
(he adds), on various occasions, to make such researches, and genei> 
ally found that the patients were completely coniinced of the truth 
of the attestation, whether the remedy was physic, magnetism, or a 
tractor. In short, they were ready to take (Ae most solemn oath to 
what was quite impossible to be true!" (See antecedently, p. 81). 
Almost all pretendetl new systems of medicine and cure, agree in 
one other resjiect. Whatever may be the original doctrine which 
aght the imagination of the new reformer, and has been made 
1 the basis of his system, this original fimdamental doctrine, 
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ilwnyt betimes come* to l>c 8iip]M)rtc<l, enveloped in, and, — as it is 
sometimes termed, — " proved ," liv other additional doctrines. The 
ori^iial primary fiincy, or supposed primary fact, veqaires to be duly 
clothed in otiwr mvondary fancies and " facts" of the same kind, in 
order that the whole may come out order the appearance of a con- 
sistent creed. Even tlie poor rubber, for example, has pretended 
syuovial deposits to rub down in parts where no synovia ever ex- 
tstwl ; ho has to clear away synovial Bwellinga around the trunks of 
nerves p/Jinfl to weak limbs, and finds, or pretends to find, on the 
bodies ol' liis patients these swellings in locabtiea where every tym 
in anatomy knows there are no nervous trunks ; he sets himself de- 
liberately to rub down the natural projections and tuberosities on 
the bones, as if any amount of rubbing conid enable him to change 
the necessary forma which Nature has given to the skeleton, etc. ; 
lie declares indigestions and cancers, cataracts and amauroses, con- 
genitally deformed or idiotic brains, and sprained thumbs, to be all 
equally cases of disjilacod or deranged synovia, and to be affections 
all equally curable by external manijmlationa ; and ho cozens his 
victitifs into the belief, that the normal swellings of bones, glands, 
etc., arc anormal and diseased, and can and must be discussed by 
pinching and shampooing the surface, — the whole constituting a 
medical doctrine that any rational man unacquainted with_the his- 
tories of past medical (juackerica, would, a priori, sup^Jose to form an 
imposture, which tlie intellect even of a South Sea savage could 
easily enough see through and despise ; but yet all past medical 
experience amply and humiliatingly shows that even such a cnide 
medical creed, and even such a gross medical deception as this, can 
always for a time get patrons and enthusiastic promulgators among 
those educated hut weak-minded patrons of quackery in civilised 
England, who are ever ready to adopt every new extravagance in 
mecUciiic (and sometimes in religion too), and ever ready also to 
asseverate and swear to all kinds of untrue and impossible cures in 
attestation of that which, at the time, happens to be their own latest 
form of medical credulity. In respect of subordinate creeds and sub- 
sidiary hypotheses, the doctrine and system of homceopathy is bnt 
a modern repetition of the history of a hundred other infallible 
doctrines and systems of cure which have been propounded and 
disappeared before It. And like several of them, it is as extravagant 
in some of these its minor doctrines and details, as it is in i ts 
primary foundation. 
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r The "infallibJe law," similia eimilibits curantur, c^me in Ilaline- 
mann'smiiid to embrace within it and under it, a number of minor laws 
or doctrines of more or less importance to the original dogma itself. 
Ill the present and following chapter I propose to notice briefly, 
the principal of these minor tenets in homccopathy ; but particnlarly 
Hahnemann's doctrine regarding medicinal aggravations,— his tenets 
relative to tlie super-sensibility of diseased parts to infinitesimal 
medicines, — Ms deductions regarding the action of medicine from 
observations on the idiosyncracies of individuals, — Ins doctrine re- 
lative to the repetition of doses, — his rationale of the homoeopathic 
method of cure, etc. 

fl. Doctrine of Medicinal Aggravations, and Mistakes of Patients in 
t Judging of Effects of Infinitesimal Doses. 

Patients who are taking liomceopathic globules or drugs, cither of 
their own accord or by the prescription of homosopatliic practitioners, 
constantly talk of them producing efi^ects upon themselves which 
these drugs, however, ought not to produce. They speak of i»h- 
serving conseqnences from them in their own persons, and in their 
own experience, which very consequences ought never to follow their 
use according to Hahnemann and the whole spirit of the infallible 
homccopathic law. Nay, the very occuiTence of these effects, which 
such individuals often deem incontrovertible proof of the utihty and 
proper action of the drugs, is (however unwittingly to themselves) 
the most incontrovertible of all evidence that they have in truth 
not been at all influenced or affected by the homoeopathic globules 
which they may have smellcd or swallowed. 

When suffering under slight headache, cough, etc., for example, 
horaceopathic patients ever and anon state, that the globules which 
they received from their homceopathic practitioner had the effect of 
relieving them in a few hours by an active perspiration, catharsis, 
or other form of evacuation ; and they innocently and confidently 
attribute their salutary diaphoresis, diarrhoea, diuresis, etc., to the 
action of the drug which thoy had swallowed, and appeal to this as 
indubitable evidence of the efficacy of the infinitesimal globule. It 
is evidence, however, of two things perfectly the reverse, viz., first, 
either (what was very probable) that nature was throwing off the dis- 
ease ill these ways(as by diaphoresis,for example), or perhaps the bath 
ley had used, the heat of the bed, or the fluid they had swallowed, 
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WM ai-ling tm H siidontic ; iir, wcoiiiUy, thnt llio ilrug given to them 
noil nwnll<iwi>il by tliem wftH miiik- siufRi'ienriv active form of nJlopathit' 
(liaphorulic, catharti<:, otc, s>im-]*titioiisIy gii'cn (as described in tlie 
ituit chapter) under the guise of a homo^opatbic globule or tmcttire. 
For, a proper infinitesimnl homoDopalhic dose in sitch coses cnn, and 
ought, (UTording to tlie whole spirit of Halinemann's exposition and 
experiuiKX', to havo no such active effect as the production of dia- 
phorefia, or other evacuation ; but ought merely to make the patient 
"grow hourly better," by tlie simple disappearance, aftei- a time, 
of the symptoms of tho disease, without any discharge by the skin, 
etc., or any special disturbance whatever in the fiinctions of other 
parts tliari those primarily atlected. Under the action of a proper 
bomceopathic drug, no new symptoms or affections, such as dia- 
phoresis, diarrhtps, etc., should appear to be produced. The old ' 
or pre-exUting symptoms only are modified by it ; and not new 
symptoms created by it. " For when an appropriate homceopathic 
globule is given (says Hahnemann), the disease, if it be not 
one of a very long standing, will genei^lly be removed and extin- 
guished by the first dose of it, without any considerable disturbance. 
I say without any considerable disturbance, for in the employment 
of the most appropriate homoeopathic remedy, it is only tiie aympixms 
of the medicine lliat correspond to the spnptoms of t/ie disease that 
are called into play, the former occupying the place of the latter 
(weaker) in the organism, and thereby annihilating them by 
superiority of power; but the other symptoms of the hommo- 
pathic medicine, which are often very numerous, being in no way 
applicable to the case of disease in question, do NOT appear at all. 
The patient growing hourly better, feels almost nothing of them at 
all, because the excessively minute dose requisite for homroopathic 
me is much too weak to produce the other symptomg of the medidne 
that are not H0H(E0pathic to the case in those parts of the body 
that are free from disease."^ 

Nay, the very production of any new symptoms or effects, 
such as diaphoresis, diarrhoea, diuresis, etc., by any medicine given, 
is, according to Hahnemann, not merely not a homoeopathic residt 
of a homoeopathic dose, but, on the contrary, if it were accident- 
ally a result of such a dose, it would work harm instead of good to 
the patient. " Every medicine (says Hahnemann) prescribed for a 
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case of disoasf wliicli, in the course of its action, ]>roduces a 7»eto 
and troublesome symptom not appertaining to the disease to be 
cured, is not capable of effecting real improvement, and cannot be 
considered as homceopathically selected ;" ' and every aggravation by 
the i>roduction of sucb new symptoms, shows the medicine to be 
"ill-selected" and not homteopathic, and " invariably proves un- 
suitableness" on the pait of the drug.^ Natm-e, Hahnemann al- 
lows, sometimes "herself cures disease by a crisis or increased 
activity in some neighbouring organ or surface, aa ' vomiting, purg- 
ing, diaphoresis, diuresis,' etc. ; but then (he adds) it is only by the 
destruction and sacrifice of a portion of the organism itself that 
unaided nature (thus) can save the patient in acute diseases, and, 
if death do not ensue, restore, though only slowly and imperfectly, 
the harmony of life — health," But, he farther avers, that homeo- 
pathy should overpower and subdue diseases, both acute and 
chronic, "directly and without such sacrijiees," as diaphoresis, 
diarrhoea, etc.^ And if the homoeopathic medicine given be so 
strong as to produce such neio symptoms, as " vomiting, diarrhoea, 
fever, perspiration, and so forth, little or no good towards curing 
the disease will be thereby accomplished ; ON TliE CONTRARY, the 
patient fHahnemann avers), loill be thereby perceptibly weakened, and 
for a long time the administration of even the smallest dose of the 
same remedy must not be thought of, if we would not wish to injure 
the patient,"* 

Again, medical men are sometimes told that the swallowing of 
this or of that homoeopathic remedy, at once and instantly began to 
relieve the patient of the symptoms for wliich it was exhibited ; and 
that the sjTnptoms of the affection were forthwith and directly abated 
and diminished. I have heard it fiirther upheld, that this rapid and 
happy result could not be a mental effect of the globules, as it was 
speeially seen and observable in sick infants when treated bomoeo- 
pathically; and in whose cases no belief, hope, or other mental in- 
fluence, could be supposed to produce the result. Every one who 
has watched the natiu-al course of diseases in infancy, when no re- 
medies are given, has remarked the rapid phases and changes of 
•Dating amelioration and aggravation repeatedly and constantly 
; place in them. Frequent remittance, and consequent in- 
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croase of symptoms, is a well-known peculiarity in most of the d 
eases of infancy, and more particularly in those accompanied i 
any degree of fever. And that any changes occurring i 
abatement and amelioration of the symptoms in their diseases, i 
mediately after the homceopathic globules are swallowed, are changi 
independent of the globules, is easily proved. Those, indeed, v/hm 
adduce this abatement as an evidence of the e_fect of the homce 
pathic drug, make an utter mistake as to what the primary effect ^ 
the homoeopatliic dnig ought to be. For, in the first instance, jj 
ought to exalt and aggravate the existing symptoms, and not abe 
and diminish tliem, They believe that the globule has acted, ' 
cause the s;y-mptoms are immediately and evidently decreased i 
severity. But if the homeopathic globule acted at all, the i 
reverse result should first follow, viz., an immediate and evident \m 
crease of the severity of the principal symptoms of the disease, wh< 
over these symptoms are. In various febrile affections (to take thai 
as an example) the homceopathic practitioner or homceopathic am 
teur often (though much against Halmemannic and homceopatfa 
rules) ^ves infinitesimal globules of aconite;' and from the pn] 
beginning to fall and the fever to disappear witliiu the course of hd 
an Hour or longer, it has been often argued Uiat sucli happy r 
were the homteopathic effects of the action of the aconite. 

Every medical man knows, that many feverish attacks will, nni^ 
rest and abstinence (two things which the bomteopath always enjoni 
in such cases, in combination with the aconite) speedily ai 
taneously disappear without any drug at all. And if the pulse £ 



' Hnhnemann reconnnends Aconite, when used, to be given in decilliontb globules, 
or rather aa a lOOOlh part of a decilliontb; and adds, "it is rarel; neceasary to gJTS 
another such dose thirty-six or forty-eight boars Bfler the first."— ZXe Hahnemana 
Materia Medico, p, 39. Mr Everest, his vaunted peraoual friend and pupil, telle us 
tbat a true application of the doctrino of booKeopalhy "exclades the use of AconiUs 
in almost every case in which it ia now employed by honnffopalhists." — Sermon, p. 
13. " It may (ho adds) be deduced fiom the ' Organon,' Ihal Aconite should be very 
rarely used ; that it is seldom wantei at atl ; that it almost always does ttoftT i 
TBNHivB MISCHIEF by destroying the boma-opathicity of the true remedy; ai 
fact, except in cases of pure infiauimatory fever, pneumonia, and one or two 
disorders, should be cautiously avoided. Hahnemann indeed lold me that, e: 
ing in pure inflammatory feTer, he knew do case where it was wanted. Now, lot 
to all. our manuals, read all our cases, and ask yourself what sort of syslem of 
medicine we are esfablishing. I assure you serious!;, that, absurd as the old »yB. 
^ lorn is, it is not much more injurious than this, viz., bomoeopathy as practiied by 
British homoMpathio physieinna and nmateurs."- -Sermun, p. 12. ^ 
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and the other symptoms of tlie tever abate immediately or shortly 
after the dose of aconite, it is the most conclusive of all arguments 
that the change was owing to nature, or, at all events, not to any 
homwopathic action of the aconite. For, according to Hahnemann's 
,Own explicit and repeated evidence, and his own reiterated statement, 

id according to the whole spirit and tenor of the homoeopathic 
method of cmv, every homceopathic drug ought, in the first instance, 
and for a longer or shorter time, as an hour or longer, after its ex- 
hibitiou, to produce an aggravation or exaltation of the symp- 
toms of the disease, and NOT (AesV relief and abatement. The disease 
lit not to be immediately made better, but it ought to be made 

irse, in the first instance at all events, by the remedy employed; that 
is, if the drug acts homceopathically at all, and not antipatbically. 
And those disciples who argue that the disease was made better 
under these circumstances, offer in fact the most conclusive evidence 
that the result was not a result of the homoeopathic drug, but oc- 
id altogether independently of the drug. This subject, however, 
important in relation to homoeopathy, as to merit one or two 

Iditional observations and proofs. 

Aud, first, let me remark, that the whole Hahnemannic theory of 
lediciue presupposes that, in order that the disease under which 
any patient is labouring may be homojopathically removed and anni- 
hilated, the dose of drug exhibited must first produce in the patient 
"a medicinal disease somewhat stronger or greater than the 
malady to be cured."' This paramount pidnciple in homoeopathy 
is ennneiatcd repeatedly by Hahnemann in different parts of his 
" Organon." The aim of homceopathic medicine is, as he states it, 
*' by means of a similar affection developed by a homoeopath ically 
chosen remetly, to excite in it (the vital force) a. medicinal disease 
somewhat greater indegree, so that the natural morbid affection can 
no lounger act upon the vital force."* — "The similar artificial diseases 
excited by medicine are," he elsewhere observes, "stronger than the 
natural disease ;" and in curing by medicines homceopathically, the 
'titioner " produces a disease very similar but stronger'' than the 
ttural disease. " The curative power of medicines, therefore, de- 

ids on their symptoms, simOar to the disease, but superior to it 

itrength."* A disease (to quote another of his expressions of the 

lie ruling princii)le) can be removed " solely by one that is dmilar 
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ill symptoms, and is Bomewliata*roji3*r,according toetemal,unchaiigi 

able laws of nature, wliich Lave not hitherto been recogi 

But, secondly/, an important corollary flows from tlie prccediid 
premise. For HaJinemann further reasons, and avers, that, in coi 
sequence of the use of a proper LomoBopatliic remedy, nimilar to, but 
stronger than the existing disease, the disease itself of the patient, or 
its symptoms, are necessarily for a time incbeased or exalted^ 
Such in fact must inevitably be the natural result, provided tlu 
homceopathic dose were of any real efficacy at all. For, if t 
homoDopathic dose tended, as it ia supposed to do, to produce a 
dally the saine or similar symjitoms in tlie patient to those wbi^ 
already pre-esiated, it must uecessaiily aggravate these pre-exi 
symptoms. In a case of pleurisy {to take the example we had 
already adduced), if the homosopathist had a remedy which c 
produce the four principal symptoms of pleurisy, — the fever, 
pain in the side, the cough, and the difficult breathiug, — the patiafl 
ought to sufler an exaltation or aggravation of the fever, and of m 
pain in the side, and of the cough, and of tlie difficult breafhi 
when, in addition to the amount of suffering which already exi 
from these symptoms as parts ol' the natural disease under which ] 
was suffering, he employed a drug capable of exciting these s 
toma as parts of the curative disease ; seeuig, indeed, it ouj 
eause them therapeutically, even if they had not existed at ^ p 
viously as parts of the natural disease. 

Hahnemann, in various parts of his work, has dwelt upon 1 
therapeutic " aggravation " or " exaltation " of the symptoms by t 
homceopathic remedy. A homceopathically selected remedy, ] 
observes, " usually immediately after ingestion, for the first aax^ 
or FOR A FEW nouns, causes a kind of slight aggravation (where ij 
dose lias been somewhat too large, however, for a considerable namhl 
of hours), which has eo much resemblance to the original c 
that it seems to the patient to be an aggravation of hia 
But it is, in reality, nothuig more than an extremely similar « 
cinal disease, somewhat exceeding in strength the original affecticH: 
In fact, as we have seen in a preceding chapter,' it was the i 
of artificially and medicinally aggravating and exalting, b^ i 
similar drug employed, the existing symptoms of the disease to t 
great and dangerous, or even to a fatal amount, that first indiu 






" Ibid, p, 2:17, 



' See Cliap. v. p. SB. 



FROM A HOMCEOPATIIIC DRUG. 

rHahiiemann to diminish the closes of his lionKBopatliic dmga, aim 
have recourse at last to infinitesimal quantities only ; in order tht 
the resulting modidnal exaltation or agf^avation of the symptoms 
might not rise to a severe or jierilous degree. " The smaller," he 
observes, " the dose of the homoeopathic remedy is, so mucli the 
sUghtor and shorter is this apparent increase of the disease dm-ing 
the first hours. But as the dose of a homceopathic remedy can 
scarcely ever be made ao small that it shall not be able to relieve, 
overpower, indeed comi)letely cure and annihilate the pure natural 
disease, of not very long standing, that is analogous to it, we can 
undei-staucl why a dose of an appropriate liomceopathic medicine, 
not the very smallest possible, does always, during the first 
HOUR AFTER ITS INGESTION, produce a perceptible homoeopathic 
aggravation of cliis kind.'" Again, in clironic cases where medicines 
of a more chronic action are ^ven, he states that such aggravations, 



' Organon, p. 238. These slalements of Hiihnemann, regarding the exaltation or 
aggrsTation of (be existing symptom 9 of ilie disease by un infinilesimal doee of a well- 
selected and appropriate bomo^opathic remedy, are laid down with all his usual atroDg 
asscrecalions and dogmaiism. At a meeting of the Homoiapathic Medical Society 
in London some time ago, one of the atteoding homo:opBlhi9ls declared, that he 
had only eeeo an aggravation in one case, and that in an instance where the homteo- 
patbic medicine emplojeii was, according to the bomoeopalbiste IhetnsQlTeB, no medi- 
cine at all — for it oolj consisted of sngar of milk altogether nndrugged. — British 
Joiintnl of Homceopalky, vol. v. p. S52. In referring to the practice of the Leipsic 
Hospital, as bearing an these aggraTatiana, Dr Blaok remarks, " II appears not a 
lildt GxtraordiQar; that they now see nothing of these aggravations, of which only 
two jeara prerionely tbey were able to produce several examples." — Blade's Prm- 
ciples of llomieopiit/ii), p, 14. Schneider (another homctopiithic authority) belieres, 
" Ibe so-called hotnwopathic aggravation to be either a onc-sided medicinal action 
on certain partK, caascd by the powerful character of the dose, or spontaneons 
aggravation of the disease, or tho excitation that sonetimea precedes the crisis, or 
an ll[^arent aggravation of certain symptoms, or ' the physical etTect of ibe homceo- 
pathic theory,' that is to saj—^ncy." — Briliali Journal of HomanpaiJig, vol. vii. 
p. 335. Other homteopathista have expressed a similar scepticism regarding the 
doctrine of homoeopathic aggravation. Thus Schroo calls the homceopathic aggra- 
vation an " nnfortanate dogma ; " and Schneider denominates it "a phantom." — Jour- 
na2 of HaBKEOpal^S' vol. vii. p. 334. Bat to surrender the doctrine of aggravations 
from bomreopathic doses oven thougb no aggravations can be proved to be seen, 
would certainly be surrendaring the doctrine of boroiBopatbio action of the drugs 
nsed. "To deny," lately observes Dr Beilby, "the frequent occurrence of medicinal 
aggravations, is to rpjecl what, to my mind is, tho onli conclusive evidence of the 
curative efficacy of iuliiiilenimal qiuialities of mediulne ; for it is only by the occur- 
rence of aggravations that the effects of the medicines are certainlj manifested, and 
it is only by watching tho relatioo of the medicinal aggravation of the aymptoaiB to 

■ amelioration which ensues, that we are Hssurcd of their curative el!icacy, and 
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or " apparent increase of the symptoms of the original disease, las 
ing for one or several h.om^, miy lie perceived even for ' 
days" after the globiile is swallowed. " When (Hahnemann fi 
observes) I here limit the set-called homoeopathic affgravation, 
rather the primary action of the horaceopathic medicine that b 
to INCREASE in some degree the sjTiiptoms oi' the original disease, ■ 
the first, or few first hours, this is certai:ily troe witli respect I 
diseases of a more acute character and of recent origin ; hut wh& 
medicines of long action have to combat a malady of considerable, 4 
of very long standing, where one dose, conserjuently, must continil 
to act for many days, we then sec, during the first six, eight, or t 
days, occasionally some such primary actions of the medicine, 
such apparent increase of the symptoms of the original c 
(lasting for one or several hours) make their appearance, wh> 
in the intervening hours amelioration of the whole malady i! 
ceptible. After the lapse of these few days, the amelioration r 
ing from such primary action of the medicine, proceeds almoj 
uninterruptedly for several days longer." * 

Rationale of the Homccopalfnc MoJe of Cure 

In explanation of the supposed curative action of his meditaofli 
Hahnemann maintained the doctrine, that the " instinctive 1 
force" is, when a new medicinal disease is created, " compelled I 
direct an increased amount of energy" against the medicinal dise 
and thus "soon overcomes it;"^the medicinal disease thus i 
overcoming the natural disease, and the instinctive vital force ti 
speedily overcoming the remaining medicinal disease ; so that i 
vital force " is now at last fi'eed fi'om the artificial (medicinal) ( 
and hence is enabled again to carry on healthily the vital operatioa 
of the organism."' 

are able [o meet the objection of the nUopatb, tbat oar cures ar« the work of di 
In the wofitfl of Dr Scott, 'to denj the exialeoce of medicinal aggraTalions, *t)| 
same time Ui acknonledge the cnralive efficacj of iaGnilesiina) dene, 
equivalent to asserting, either that the latiour of thus far reducing the quanti^^ 
medicine is unneceuearj, or that the practitioner oever errs in eelecting tha i 
propartiouB, though his choice may lie between the incalculable range of proporti 
from the crude masa 10 the tbirtietb dilation.' " — Journal of ffomaiopailiy, fi 
1663, p, 304. And Boehm denies a physician (Schmid) tn be a homteopathist w 
rejects the idea of medicinal aggravation a.— Oi'sler. ZeiUehii/t JUr Uomaopm 
ili. p. 3S4. 
' Orgnnon, p. 239. ' lliiil. p. I 
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r In another explanation, he treats his disciples to n militiuy illus- 
tration of the cure of diseases honKeopathically by similai' artificial 
or medicinal diseases. "The vital force," he obsen'es, "advances 
against the hostile disease, and yet no enemy can be overcome, ex- 
Bffiept by a superior power. The liomceopathic medicine alone can 
inpply the vital principle with this superior power." And he further 
pktates, that the vital force " opposes to the advancing hostile disease 
only a weak resistance, and as the disease progi-csses and increases 
ill intensity, a greater resistance, but (at best) one that is oidy equal 
I to the hostile attack, in delicate patients not even equal, often only 

^^■Areaker ; for, offering an overpowering, an uuhurtful opj}ositton, it 
^^^Bb not capable, not intended, not created. But if, by means of the 
^^HiKtion upon it by homoeopathic medicines, we physicians can repro^ 
^^^■ent and oppose to this instinctive vital force its enemy, the disease, 
^^Hte it were, increased — however little increased— and if, in this man- 
^^Kner, we magnity to the perception of the vital principle the picture 
' of its enemy, the disease, hy homoeopathic medicines that produce 

an imitation of the original disease, of illusive reeemblancc to it, we 
thereby, by degrees, cause and compel this instinctive vital foi-ce 
gradually to increase its energy, and to go on always increasing it 
more and more, until at length it becomes much stronger than the 
^^^^riginal disease was, so that it can again become the autocrat in its 
^^Hown organism,"' etc. 

^^B Truly tltis explanation or rationale of Hahnemann implies the 
^B^rtrangest contradictions. For how (asks Dr Wolf) can it be 
reconciled with common sense, that the vital powers are too weak 
and insufBcient to remove any natural disease, or its symptoms, be 
^^_,they ever so trifling, without the aid of a homeopathic drug, but 
^^Hlze neve;*theless sufficiently powerful to remove the greater (stronger 
^^Kniperior' ) drug sickness which is left after the natural disease is 
^^H^inguished f Can any one comprehend that a power should he 
^^Heapable of overcoming a large obstacle, be incapable of removing, 
^^Htt the same time, a similar and comparatively much smaller onef 
^^V Or to state the csplanatioii of the homoeopathic law otherwise,* 

^^^B ■ Ort^on, p. 130. 

^^^^^ ' Hahnemann hitneelf addaceB an Inatsnce like tb«t supposed of honHEopatliio 
'cure b; " phjsicnl action," in the case of an efluiiDii and pressare of blood, pro- 
dated by a blow upon tba forabtad,— aiid the effecls of which, he aTers, ilwidd core, 
buma-opsthicallf, b; a kind of inGnUesimal preaaore with the soft thumb. "The 
iL^^^injurj," iuiy& Hahnenano, " resulting from a blow on the forehead with a hard lub- 
^^^^■ttnce (a painful tumour) i« auoa diminiaKcd in jmin and swelling by ]ireasiiig on 
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Ift us sujiposp Uio itistiiirtive vital force to be loaded with a t'ertain 
amount or weight of disease, I^et ua say, ibr the sake of illustra- 
tion, thiit tills weight of disease itinoiuits to 100 grains. Iteplace^ 
ttccordiiig U) Hnhiiciiianii, this 100 grains weight (tli« force of 
iho iiattinii disoiue) bv the weight of u similar artificial disease somfi- 
whflt ^renter (i*ny 110 grains), aiid two inost strango phenomena 
will follow:— 

1st. The flimiliiT artificial disease of 110 grains, when added to 
the nattiml disease of 100, docs not increase the diseased load upon 
the "instinctive vital force" to 210 grains ; but, on the other hand, it 
only ^' causes and compels " the instinctive vital force to increase its 
salutary energ)' till the natural disease or load of 100 is removed, 
and till Dothiug hut the artificial load of 110 is left. 

And i!d (what is much moi-c marvellous still), tlie "instinctive 
rital force " of the constitution which could not throw oif the pre- 
vious diseased weight of 100 grains, thi-owa off, under the iufinite^ 
mal dose, not only the old weight of 100 grains, but also tlie new 
and greater weight of 110 grains. 

Is it possible to conceive a doctrine more matchlessly absurd thim 
this ? The " instinctive vital force " cannot, according to Hobn^- 
niann, re-^ct with success against the natural disease, which, for the 
sake of illustration, we have taken to be equal to the power of 100; 
and yet it can redact successfiilly both against it, and against an 
artificial disease having the power of 110. But, if tlie power of 100 
could not "cause and compel this instinctive vital force to increate 
its energy," so as to threw off that amount of load, how could the 
new additional load of 110 excite it into a sufficient action, not 
tinly to throw this new weight off, but to overcome and reject both 
the new weight and the old ? 

It is perhaps unnecessary to add, that Hahnemann, after aU, oStan 
no kind of reason tor his idea of a medicinal disease " compelling^ 
tho A-ital force to expel the natural disease ; the whole is an attempt 
to solve the igtiolum per ignatius; and he takes for granted in this 
explanation, that the vital force could always overcome an artificial 
disease, though it could not overcome a similar natural disease^ 
and that even though the artificial disease was " stronger" and 
" gj-eater" than the natural. But, observes Dr Bushnan, whenever, 

tha spot tor a considerablB time with tbe ball of the thumb, atroagly at first, and cben 
grBdnally less I'orcibly, litirarta/ialMe^lt/, hut not by an Equally hard blow wilh an 
Eiqiially hltrd hudy, wiiich would increHae Lhc evil it'ipiilhkall!/'. V'—Orffaiwn, p. 102. 
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remedies produce a series of symptoms exactly similai' to (not to s;iy 
" atronger" or "greater" than) tliose of the natural disease, "then 
their effects are permanent, and not to be distiuguislied from the 
main characters of natural maladieB. Lat arsenic produce "violent 
burning pain in the stomach, excessive thirst, constant vomiting, 
etc.," and wo may bo certain that the inflammation which it has 
excited is not of an evanescent character, to he easily overcome by 
the vital force. We may be certain that, if superadded to, or sub- 
stituted for, a ipontaiieom inflammation of the stomach, the patient 
would have little cause to congratulate himself on the change.'" 






Alleged Super-sensiLUity of Diseased Parts to even Tnfinitesimiil 
Doses of Drugs. 

There is another tenet bearing some relation to the two last, that 
demands a few remarks, more particularly as it is a point in tlic 
creed of homceopathy which is oflen and assiduously urged by 
the disciples of Hahnemann. Most inquisitive minds naturally ask, 
when looking first at the subject of homceopathy. How is it possible 
that its infinitesimal billionth and decillionth doses (seeing they ai-e 
so extremely muiute) can possibly have any action at all, and par- 
.Jjcularly an action of " exaltation and aggravation," even thongh 
were allowed that the dmgs, nominally said to be contained 
these billionths and deciliionths, were capable, in the healthy 
individual, of exciting in " allopathic doses " symptoms of the 
against which they were exhibited? To explain this dif- 
ficulty, Hahnemann ui-ged two points:— First, that in producing 
symptoms similar to the disease, the drug given must act upon the 
exact parts in tlie organisation of the body that are really affected 
fay the disease. In this reasoning, however, there was one strong 
ovei-eight, viz., that if the drug given produced only similar, and 
not identical symptoms, it did not by any means of necessity follow, 
that it acted on the same part, and in the same way as the disease, 
for then its action would be isopatbic rather than homceopathic ; 
while the production of only similar symptoms, by its afiecting the 
points, would be like the "allopathic" action of a coun- 
■irritant, rather than a homoiopathic effect. And secondly, 
Lhiiemaun and his disciples further attempt to explain, that : 



[(enpnthy, p. !ni. 




AIXKQKU SUPeRfiBTnmit.tTT flT PAUTS. 

ifinitctiiitinl ilo»w i* only rejjiiired, beeauso tlie aensibilit^ of 
I ur )Hirt ilisciuiccl \» so axalted and increased by its murbid 
wat it is misceptible to the slightest morbific ctimthc infln- 
i'»c«a ; as tliL> eye when inSaiucd is 8uscc|itibl« of & very small 
aiiiouDt iifligbt. 

Fiirtlii'^r, 1 lalincmitiin and liis disciplus have nrgneil, ns we have 
itwii in n jtrccodiii^ extract, tJiat it was owing to ibis iutensified 
Ncnsibility in the <liM,siscid )iarts that a boraieopiithic drug, though 
]t<isiitoK.->iiig iiiimy dilh'rciit actions, Htill produced its mediciual lioinceo- 
palbic uc-tion uiily in each special case ol" disease by atjting only on 
those parts that were exalted in sensibility by the disease ; wliile, for 
the same rrnsoD, the dose was too minute to show any action upon 
those iitlicr organs and functions whose sensibility was not in the 
sHiiiu way morbidly excited. As I have already remarked, this kind 
uf sfK.'cious sophistry has been much urged as a possible explanatioii 
of the curative agency of the infinitesimal homooopathic doses. 

Thi! utter fallacy of the argument, however, may easily be shown. 
1 shall content myself with pointing it out by one or two examples. 

Uomteopathists aver, that an infinitesimal dost>, properly chosen, 
acts directly upon the diseased part of the organization, because the 
sensibility of that part is, for the time being, intensified by the dia- 
case. If its sensibility, however, is increased (as this explanation 
takes for granted), so greatly as to be influenced and excited, and 
the special symptoms aggravated, by the smallest infinitesimal dose, 
then an allopathic dose oftheSAME drug in the same disease, millions 
or decillions of times larger, and possessing the same medicinal power 
ill an infinitely greater degree, must of necessity be attended vnA 
extreme danger, or at least with extreme "exaltative increase" of the 
symptoms. But innumerable instances prove, in every-day practice, 
that this is not the fact ; that the very reverse is the fact ; and that 
the \-ery same medicines which are used by the homosopatluBta ia 
"mfinitesimal" doses, because of the supposed supersensibility <tf 
the affected parts, are constantly employed by the legitimate phy- 
sician in ordinaiy, and hence enormously more powerful, doses in 
the wry same disease, without any aggravation of the disease or 
its symptoms. A case or two in illustration may simplify the 
remark. 

Colcliicmn is one of the remedies used both by the legitimate 
physician and by the hoinceopathist in some cases and modifica- 
tions of gout. In his "Manual of Plomoeopathic Medicine," Jahr 
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euumerateB " rheumatic and gouty afiections," as the first diseases in 
which the employment of this drug is indicated ; and he states 
tiie dilutions or potencies of the drug, which are most commonly 
used by the homipopathic practitioner, to he the 6 th, 13th, 
and 30th.' Let ns suppose the homcGopathic patient to have ex- 
hibitwl to him the lowest of these, viz., the 6th. A dose of this 
iHlution or potency, contains 1,000,000,000,000th of a grain of 
colcliicum. This infinitesimal dose acts upon the parts diseased in 
gout (argue the homoeopathists), heeause these parts ai'c rendered 
greatly supersensitive by the presence of the disease, and hence are 
capable of being influenced by a dose even so small as this. Furlher, 
according to Hahnemann and Ins disciples, even this small dose, 
before it produces a curative effect, should, from its homteopathic 
similarity, produce, in the first instance, an aggravation or exaltation 
of the symptoms. (See p. 210.) If, however, 4,000,000,000 or 
.^,000,000,000 times the amount of this dose were administered in 
a ])arosysm of the same disease, the aggravation, instead of being 
merely perceptible, ought to be ti'emendous. Such, however, as is 
well known, is not the fact. For the use of four or five grains of the 
wder of coichicum, or of an eq^ual dose of the tincture or wine of it, 
Ppossesaea (observes Dr Garrod) almost a magical effect in relieving 
"Thu relief obtained," says Dr Christison, "in most instances, 
( so prompt and effectual, that a patient who has once experienced 
vill not easily he deterred bom seeking it again."' Usually, 
when the mediciuo is given in sucli ordinary doses as I have named — 
doses 5,000,000,000 larger than those used by the hoinipopathist — 
it produces no aggravation whatever of tlie esisting symptoms, or 
~ Klier particular phenomena. " Sometimes," observes Dr Watson of 
(Ondon, " the rapid disappearance of the gouty inflammation is its 
jaly perceptible effect. The patient may be in helpless agony, with 
■ tumefied red joint to-day, walking about quite weilj.to-mon-ow."^ 
Eet, according to the logic of the hommopathists, this dreadful dose 
l&ould, because the diseased parts are so supersensitive, have produced 
kvery fearful, or indeed fatal, ag;gmvation of the malady. 

Or let us take another example, and one often adverted to by ho- 
piceopaths themselves. One of the remedies which liomtsupathists 
fsunt of as specifically useful in spasmodic astlima upon tlie 



iif Plij-ftit, »ol. ii. p. I 



918 trtCACCAVtu n asthua. 

iMnnirojKitliic [>nni'i{>|p,' » vn inliniti'^iinal doae of ipv 
Tbv inru or •tniciarcit in thi; orgnnization, whose morbid i 
ImwU to a Et of flpasinodic aailima — whatovor these parts o 
toTM may he— liave tlicir spiisihility (argue tlie lionitropatfa 
•o much incirastx) and exaltL^l during the attnck, tharan infini- 
Icxiinnl Jomi nf iimrucunnhu, whi-n ^vvu during jt, immeiliatclj 
ruuchtui tliost! discaxtul sujicr-vxcitiihle parts, ajid i named iatirlj acta 
upou ihcm, ]>r(jdiicing, 1st, by its bomcsopalhic sirailarity, and, 
2d, by its ttronger or superior medicinal jiotency over the natural 
diiteasc, Krst, tlio "aggravation" (see p. 209)^ and, subsequently, 
the extinction of the asthmatic attack. H, however, & milhonth, or 
a billionth, or d<!cillionth of a graiu of ipecacuanha doe-s this, — and, by 
ta doing, {iroduces a salutary and curative result in the diseased and 
super-aensitivo parts of tlie organization, that are the seat of asthma, 
—a common allopathic dose of the same diiig in the same disease, and 
under the same circumstances (such as five, or ten, or twenty gnuns 
of ijiecacuBiilia), ought, according to the same piinciple, to have 
TOch an enormous and dangerous effect upon the exalted sensibility 
uf thcso super-excitable diseased parts, that imminent peril ought 
Oiidouhtedly to ensue to the patient &om taking the drug ; and if 
the disease do not prove fatal under such a dose, it ought, at all 
events, to bo vastly increased in severity by it. Unfortunately, 
however, for this part of Hahnemann's theory, the very opposite is 
the trnth. Hahnemann himself (p. 69) quotes Dr Aiensidc as his 
first authority in relation to the fact, that ipecacuanha can sometimes 
remove a tit of spasmodic asthma. Dr Akenside, in the account to 

' For honireoprtths untcnablj UEcrt, that becavK lUe raponr of the powder of ipe- 
cacnuiha prodacea nstbmaiic aj taptoms in k f«w rare idioajQcracie^ as in one persoo 
out of 100,(100, this circumBlance expUina, roraootfa, irby it u an occasianat remedy 
for ihe Sflthmalic paroijsia in the remaining <I9,999 paraona, (Organon, p. 69.) It 
Bhould al least mire tiio diseaae in those fe>r indiTiduals onlj' in nhom it hod a ten- 
dencj to caaae it. But in all ihia auppoaed explanation, hommopathiats forget two 
important items, — vix,, that it is the powder (not the tioi^ture) of ipecacuanha whioli 
cauies the asthmatic BjtDptoma in those few Laving this idiosjncrac; ; but to cure or 
relieve asthma, thej aud otliera usually eniploy the con- producing preparatioiia (ihe 
tincture or wine), and not the producing one (the powder) ; and 2d, that the occasions! 
beneGdHl action of ipecacuanha in an Bstbmatic Et is not a hom(eapathic action, ia 
abown bj othtr emetics and oaoseants besides ipecacuanha, — as tartrate of antimony, 
etc. (which bare no power whatever to cavpe asihma), liaving the same power, how- 
ever, of euriN^ or relieving a fit of it when they are uj^cd during the fit, so as to eiert 
an emetic or nauseant, and hence antispasmodic effect, like that exerted by tbe pr e- 
paratlons of Ipecacuanha. 
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wliicli HahiieiUHtm refers, states that, in " violent fito " of spasmodic 
astlima, he has found that twenty grains of ipecacuanha " failed not 
to procure great and im?nediate i-elief." And in prescrihing it for 
"chi-onical or habitual" asthma, he had seen the same medicine 
(ipecacuanha), in three or five grain doses, equally useful from its 
mere nauaeant properties, — " so that (he adds) the relief which it 
brings to the asthma does not depend on the action of vomiting; 
but seems owing to that general antispasmodic or relaxing property, 
which, as I have elsewhere endeavoureil to show, belongs to ipe- 
cacuanha, and of which its emetic operation itself appears, with 
great probability, to be a particular consequence.'" 

Tlie case, then, amounts to this: — Suppose Hahnemann's select 
dose, the decillionth, or 1,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000, 
O00,000,000,O0O,OOO,00O,0OO,000,000,000tb of a grain of ipecacu- 
anha to be sufficient, first, to aggravate, and then to extinguish, a 
spasmodic fit of asthma, — because the diseased parts of the organiza- 
tion producing tlie paroxysm were so supersensitive aa to be affected 
at once by this infinitesimal dose, — then, the common allopathic dose 
;e, ten, or twenty grains ought to aggravate the fit to a danger- 
if not to a fatal, e.\tent, acting as it does upon the very same 

ipersensitive parts of the organization. But, on the otlter hand, 
aa wo have seen from Hahnemann's own authority (Akenside), such 
ttoses, instead of aggravating and increasing^ often and immediately/ 
arrest the fit. The chances then, in short, are, as 1,000,000,000, 
000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000,000, 
000,000 to 1 in tliis instance (and the same argument may be 
applied to a hundred otliei's), that the parts of the organization 
affwted are not in the su[)ersensitive state to homoeopathic or other 
medicinal influence taken for granted by tins part of the homceo- 
pathic tlieorj' ; or if those parts are thus supersensitive, then there 
are 1,000,000,000,000,000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000,000,000,000, 
000,000,000,000,000,000 chances to 1 that the action of ipecacuanha 
in asthma,— whatever that mode of action may be, — is not, at all 

rents, a homoeopathic action. 



I LoDilon Medical Transactiona, vol. i, p. 97. 



220 



llJIOSTNCEACIEa IMPBESS ALL. 



•n : and what they are supposed to indicate to the IJotuieo- 
pathistfor hia Therapeutics. 



Aware of the inconsistency of this last dot-trine, Hahiipniaiiii, 
in liis "Organon," endeavours to put aside the force of the 
arganient tlerived from it, by laybig down, as is customary witli 
him, an addilioiial tenet to ineet the diificulty. For this purpose 
lie maintahis, tliat if a suhstance or drug produce peculiar effects or 
symptoms only in rare exceptional instances, or idiosyncracies^ still 
the same substance or drug lias " the power of making tlie »ame im- 
pressions on all hnman bodies," when exhibited for the treatment of 
an appropriate disease. In other words, the inability of the drug or 
Huhstaneo to make an impression upon every one, is only apparent ; 
and it dix's produce its idiosj-ncratic action upon every one in & 
state of disease calling for its use, and even upon healthy people 
if they only knew It. That substances or drugs that produce 
peculiar effects, and peculiar idiosyneracies, do, observes Hahne- 
mann, " actually make this impression on every healthy body, 
is shown by this, that they render effectual homceopathic ser- 
vice as remedial agents to all sick persons, for morbid symptoms 
similar to those tliey are capable of producing, though apparently 
only in so-called idiosyncratic individuals."' "Thus," he adds^ 
" the Princess Maria Porphyrogenita cured her brother the Empe- 
ror Alexius, who suffered from faintings, by sprinkling him with 
rose-water (tA ™v pJBuv oniXayfHi) in the presence of his aunt Eudoxia; 
and Horstius saw much iitility from rose-vinegar in cases of syn- 
cope." ' 

But surely no reasoning can be deemed necessary in answer to such 
silly and childish sophistry as the above. Because the savour of a 
rose makes some persons faint, it hence has the power of making 
this impression on every healthy individual ; and of curing, also, tins 
same state of fainting in others. It should only at most cure the 
faintnesa in those few jiersons in whom it causes the fainting; or 
otherwise the reasoning will lead to the most manifest absurdities. 
The savour of a cat in some idiosyneracies has, as is well known, 
the power of producing sudden fainting.' On Hahnemann's prin- 

' Organon, p. 212. ■ Ibid, p. 218, 

' See inelanoeE of it, adduced by Prouhaska, Marc, and olhers. Tito of tha 
strongest and most rubast men in Scotland have this curious idiosyncracy ; and in 
ronsequence tiiey have been made tlio uubjecls of many painful bnt coDSrmitory 
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eiple, tbia animal, so generally domesticated with mankind, lias 
consequently an unknown tendency to produce fainting in all 
mankind ; and secondly, the approach of a cat to fainting persons, 
ought hence, also, to have the general effect of cnring them of 
their syncope. Tycho Brahe trembled at the sight of a hare; 
and M. Marc ' mentions two individuals in whom fainting was 
alwap produced by the odour of that animal. Hence it ought 
to be a fact, but is not a fact, that the odour of a hare should, 
like an Inhalation of ammonia or rose water, recover mankind 
or womankind in general from fainting, and shoidd make such an 
impresnion on every hcaltJiy human being, though unknowingly 
to him or her. Petroz states, that he knew a man incapable of fear, 
and who, in despite of all means of prevention, fainted always when 
he saw a boiled calf's head.' Would the stglit of this dish prevent 
or recover other persona from attacks of syncopel And has a 
boiledcalf'a head a tendency to produce a syncopal ^'impression" on all 
mankind ? The celebrated Haller was always made ill by the smell 
of cheese; and Boerhaave mentions a case of idiosyncracy, in which 
the odour of the same substance led to bleeding from the nose. But 
1 do not know that any even of the strictest followers of Halme- 
mann would expect to stop a bleeding from the nose by the smell 
of cheese. Among various idiosyncracies in the sense of hearing, 
Marc mentions an instance recorded by Bayle, of a woman faint- 
ing every time tliat she heard the stroke of a clock. Does the stroke 
of a clock cure fainting^ Does it "actually" make this same im- 
prefsion of fainting on " every healthy body"? A case of idiosyn- 
cracy 13 recorded in a young man wjio was always attacked with a 
feeling of suffocation and anxiety when he heard the sound of a 
brush. This brush-sound, then, should, according to Hahnemann's 
tenet, cure the same asthmatic symptoms in others who have nothing 
of the idiosyncracy in question. The sound of water escaping from 
a pipe was sufEcieut to throw Dayle into convulsions. Would Hahne- 
mann hence suppose that the sound of water fivjin a pipe should re- 
llcvB from convulsions other individuals in the family of man when 
they are attacked by them 'J Bachner and Tissot record epilepsy as 



experinents by iceptical rripnda. ' These two gentlemen are cnusiriB — a Tad, among 

otbera, ahowing auuli JdioiiyDL-raoicB to run aomeliroes in families. Two brotbera 

of one of ihem havo the same anlipathy; but in a lesa murked degree. Uenrj II. of 

:e BulTcred Irom this idiosynrrai^; against cnta. 

I Dictionaire iea Sciences McJiculeK, yol. xxiii. p. hao. ' [bid, vol. li. p. 302. 
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jHTHhirfil in n [K>r*>n every time lliat be aaw anytUing rej. Would 
Uio sij;ht of unytliin^ rcil cure epilepsy? And do or do not red 
roloura priMliice an epileptic " tmprei'non" on *' every Iicaltliy liody"! 
St-'aliger couki lie ihi-own into eiHivulsions by the sight of creases. 
Ht^nce the night nf cr-ssi-s oaghl. Tint certainly docs not, cure con- 
vuUionB in otheni. Hiiller and Procliaska have stated cases of 
idiosyncraoy, in which the mere touch of the skin of a peach with tlie 
liand produced a tendeney to vomiting; and Wagner relatL-s another 
instance, in which the contact with the finj^r of the same &iiil 
always created a fwling of cold along the back. Bat though the 
tirarhtng of the skin of a [>each caused a desire to vomit, and a 
feelinji iif chilliness in Uie back in these individuals, the touching 
of the same fruit will not cure a desire to vomit, or a feel. 
Gbillinoas along the bock in all or in any other human individi 
For these causes produce no influence whatever on the hni 
at large, with the exception of the few individuals who 1 
special idiosj-ncracy in question. When speaking of idio^ncf 
Prochaaka justly remarks, tlial, "some men desire just whato 
are arerse to." Ilalmemann might as rationally, or rather irr 
ally, argue, that tiie desire of one thing by one man is the c 
other men being averse to that same thing, as that the came o 
water curing feinting in the Emperor Alexius was fixnn ! 
(Incing fainting in some idiosyncracies. Crassus ooiUd not endu 
bread, nor Carden eggs,' aa food. Bui because bread and e 
agreed with their idiosyncracies, is that the cause or explanation >t| 
bread and_eggs being both liked and found excellent articles of A 
and nutrition by other men ? One of tlie gentlemen allnded ti 
the foot nnl«, p. 220, alwavs becomes sick and faint at the ^ 
roast-bee]^ and is obliged to leave the dinner table if this dish 
pens to be brought in.* According to Hahnemann's mode of n 
ing, this idiosyncracy would explain, forsooth, at once why i 
beef dispels and cures the sickness and feintne^ of hunger in J 
iisfamen, and other human beings, who est it at the dinner ti 
and that, too, althougli roost-beef (according at least to Hal 



< A mcdicil pnctilioiMT ia £ili&lHa^ h&i alvmji b«m •tMcted «iik a 
Km* >■ iIm abdeam vbawTO' be putook af vbbe of tggt, or of sajlkng A 
• tdb me tkmX » nlatiTe cf lu owm, as 
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doctrine, p. 220) " actually makos this impression " (of sick- 
ness tind f'ainttiess) on every liealtliy cimijiaiiy Iicfore wlioiii it is 
[ilnceil. Dr Prout' mentions the case of an indivichial who had 
ttiis idiosyncracy — that he could not eat mutton under any form 
without suffering from it vomiting, diarrhoia, anil tho symptoms 
of a \4olent and dangerous poison. If Borae writei's on dietetics 
were to rise up and allege, that the fact of mutton praducing 
such symptoms in this, and in a few other rare instnnces among 
mankind, was the came and explanation of mutton being nn ngrec- 
uble and wholesome article of diet to all the other memhera of 
the human race — would not audi an explanation ba deemed as 
grievously outraging all logic and alt common st>nsc? Yft it is 
identically the absurd logic of causation propouiidt-d by Haluienmnn 
as explanatory of the actions of liis medicines in the instances alluded 
to. And if it be ridiculous in regard to the action of articles of diet, 
tU equally ridiculous in regard to the action of drags, 

lien speaking of the follies and tendencies of the doctrines of 
iceopathy, Dr Cowan, of Keading, some time ago cori-ectly ol)- 
Bflrved in retbrence to it : " It is not tJic practice of medicinu finly 
that is at stake — it is the practice of sound thinldiii}. When we 
supplant by muBhroom theories truths which have hitherto occupied 
the minds of men, and been tested and confirmed by the exporienco 
of agi's — when ivo bring Into existence new jihantasics of the hnmnn 
mind, and give them the outward Ibnnniity of facti, we surrender 
the stability of our judgment, and dopart from all soundness of 
thinking. With us, as medical practitioners, the rejection of homceo- 
pnthy is a question of principle, not of doses — a (lueation of morals, 
and not of etiqnctto." ' And with Amaud wo can only wonder 
that, as shown by the past liistorii^ of innumerable other delusionti, 
" Bucli extravagant reasonings as these iiave found persons to propa- 
them, and others who allow themselves to lie jiei-siiadi'd !>y 
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CHAPTER XX. 

IKFINITKBIMAL flUlBULKS AS ARTICLES OF DIET; DOCTRINES i- 
OF TIIEIK REPETITION; OF THE SIMILARITY OF THE SAME 
DRUOS TO IUFFERENT PISSIMILAR DISEASES; ARGUMENT 
FOR INFINITESIMAL DOSES FROM VACCINATION, MINERAL 
WATERS, ETC. 



Anv niim who was not ii dyspeptic, might swallow with ]}orfect im- 
punity many millions daily of the homoeopatliic globules meclicaled 
with any druy or [joison whntever iu the middle or liif;Ler potencies 
of homiEoi>uthic practitioners. Alone, the globules made with sugar 
»f milk, or common bugor, would not suffice for the Aill mainteuance 
and nonrishmont of the body. For |iliysioli>gical experiments have 
long shown that sugar alone is not snfficient by itself, as diet, to 
continne life. But the addition of starth, or of iiltrogonised 
food to the sugar, woidd render it suitable and nutritions. JJeiice, 
if the globules were made, as they are now sometimos recommended 
to be made, of sugar of milk and starcli (e([nal parts), a ninii might 
not only swallow millions of ihem daily, but might live upon them 
entirely as Ins daily food with f>erfect impunity. For though each 
globule were impregnated with decilliontlis, qnintillioniliB, trilllonths, 
billion ths of aconite, nux vomica, or any oilier of the most potent dmga 
or poisons in the pharmacopoeia, the quantity of poison m the globules 
would be so infinitely small that it would not affect the quality of tho 
sugar and starch in the globules as salutary and nnlritioiis dietetic 
articles. Indeed, every mouthful of ordinary food and diink which wo 
take at table contains aomeof the homoEOpathicdriig8,as calcareajsilex, 
etc. etcotc., in much larger proportions than those in which tliey exist 
in the 6th, 1 2th, 24th, or 30th atten nations and globules in any liomceo- 
patliic drug shop. It is no feat whatever, therefore, to swallow all the 
contents of all the Iwttlcs of a true liomiBOpathic bos. Wc have lica 
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.t)f inotliers bcincr alnrmed at their children eating up the contents 
■iof one or two of the bomoeopathic phials, The contents of any one, 
ir of al! the phials commixed, would make, with milk, a very good 
■dietetic pap, on which most children might bis daily fed, and solely 
brought up witli the greatest safety, and the beat result. If th» 
surplus of aufjar above the amount of starch did not produce indi- 
gestion (which it might do in some Btomachs), the starch and sugar glo- 
bules of the houioenpath, if duly " medicated" and " potentised," with 
deciilionths, quintiJlionths, or trillionths of their strongest and most 

r powerful drugs, would be, with water or milk, a kind of diet on 
'hich men or cattle might thrive and fatten, provided only they 
ire supplied with an amount of them at each meal suiEciently 
fbll and ample. The quality of these medicated and potentised 
globules would be dietetically nutritious and safe enough as food, 
provided only the qiumtity of them supplied wore large enough.' 
In different parts of the present essay, I have described the exi- 
lity of the amount of medicine in relation to the amount of sugar 
id starch In globules of different potencies or attenuations; so that, 
it present, it is unnecessary to recur at length to that topic. Wo 
have also already seen tliat Hahnemann recommended and era- 
ployed globules of the 30th dilution or attenuation as "the best 
all diseases — acute and chnjnic. Another question or tenet 
■How often should such infinitesiraal globules be given to 
patient, in order to derive from them their supposed curative 
influence? 

In the first edition of his "Organon," Hahnemann (observes Dr 
Curie) "recommended his pupils to let the action of one dose 
a homteopathic [■omody bo completely exitausted liefore giving 
lother remedy, or a second dose of the first. He, nu\oei\,pro8eribed 
itition ; obser^-ing that one large dose, or several smaller ones, 
_ Iven at short inten-als, did not allow the vital power to re-act in 
a proper degree."* Latterly, Hahnemann greatly modified and altered 
this tenet, 

i,iri ih^ae lemniksl )nkDitriir);ntnted tb&t the globuliiB ara trul; homiEn- 

Itilc, And Dol BnrrcptiCiouNl; htiiI dithancutlj UtQg|f;eiI, rb Uie,v aomelimca are, with 

]a]i&ihic doiea <>( strnng niccficincs, is nlrcsdf drHfrlb^d at pp. 33 and IBS. Let m« 

t obieric, tbat in tlic rormor pufle (foDtnotr, p. 33), the quantity of morphia 

it by Dr Taylar in ft homtcopsthic powder aihlbited by Dr C , ii B«i'i- 

ipinlly miB-stdtad. It wui aot " one-third of a grain," but one whole grain.— See Dr 
iteinoni, copied in p, 160. 
If* Practice of Hotnico[>nt)i;, p. 7(1. 
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"In tho former edilFons of the ' Orgsaoi,' I have sdyieed," B»ya Hahnemt 
"that aaingledoflEof awell-aelected homcEopathic medicine should alwaja be allowt 
first fnllj to piptod ita aeljon, before s new medicine is giyen, or the some one re- 
peBted^a doctrine which was the reanlt ol" tho poailiTe experience, ihot neither by a 
larger doge of tbo remed; which ma/ have been veil chosen (as has been again re- 
cently proposed, bnt which woold be, as it were, a retrograde oioveroent], nor, wh&t 
BiDonnta to the same thing, b; aeveral small doaes of it, given in quick ancceasion, can 
the greatest posaible good he effected in the cure of diseases, more eapeciallj of chronio 
ones, and the reason of thi« ia, that by ench a procednre the vital force does not quickly 
accommodate itself to the change from its derangement hy the naiaral disease into 
the similar mediuinal disease, bnt is nsuallj so violently excited and convolsed by a 
larger dose, or also hy smaller doses of even a hotmEOpathically chosen remedy, given 
rapidly one after the other, that iti most cases its re-action will be 
md iHll do uoRB habu tlion f/ood," — OrgaJtOTt, p. 288. 



:.fl 



In layiiij; down the rules for the repetition of tlie dose in the last 
edition of the " Organon," he stat«a that " the smallest doses of the 
hest-selocted homoeopathic medicines may he repeated with the hest, 
often with incredible results, at intervals of 14, 12, 10, 8, 7 days; 
and where rapidity is requisite in chronic diseases, resembling casee 
of acute disease, at still shorter intervals; hut in acute diseases at 
very much shorter periods, every 24, 12, 8, 4 hours, in the very 
acutest every hour, up to as often as every five minutes — in every 
case in proportion to the more or less rapid course of the disease op 
action of the medicine employed,"^ 

The rules thus laid down by Hahnemann in regard to the repe- 
tition of the infinitesimal doses, were scarcely followed by him in hio 
own practice, in which he apparently contiimed to adhere more nearly 
to his first tenets on the subject. In his translation of the fifth edition 
of the " Organon," Dr Dudgeon quotes a letter of Dr Crosioro, giving, 
from personal observation, an account of the doses, and repetition 
of them, used by Hahnemann in his own practice, up to the period 
of his decease, or during the years following tho appearance of the 
last edition of the " Organon." In employing, as he generally did, 
globules impregnated with the 30th dilution, and allowing them to be 
smellcd only, not swallowed by his patients, Hahnemann, "in chronic 
diseases, happen what might, nevee {says Dr Crosiero) allowed this 
olfaction to be repeated oftener than once a-week."^ " If we do not 
(he held at one time) allow the suitably selected antipsoric remedy to 
actoutitsfiill time, tho whole treatment becomes HK?/."" Andinatrata 



' Se« Organon, p. 30S and pp. 291 and 3(13, 
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Fcaaos, after dis.iolving one globule of ihe 30th diiutinn in ii luigu iiiuni- 
tity offliiid, " i( was rai'o for lihn to givo iiuirtt than unu B|n)oiifiil onvK 
in the twenty-four hours ;" and Ilahncnionn luniHelf tells us, that ho 
"geuui-ally witnessod agf^avatioiis from tlie suitable remedy wliich 
he had fjivon one day, when repeated the next day, and the next.' 
Hahnemann fVirtlioreuIoninty states, with the gi'eatest gi'avity, that he 
had found from experience, when, instead of one single doso or glo* 
bule, he administered six, seven, or eight globules, or even a half or 
n whole drop of a liunicuvputhtc medicine in the " highest dynamiso- 
I tion " (30th dilution), " the resitlt was alinbst always less favourable 
nthon it flhould have been ; it was often aduallif vnfavimralile ; often 
Mven very bad; an injury that in a patient so treated it is difficult 
B repair.'" 

In other wi»rdB, this " actually unfavourable" or " very bad" result 

md injury was, Halinemanu alleges, liable to follow, if, instead of 

Mcldbiting one gtnhnle, he exhibited six, seven, or eight globules,' 

rugged by being moistened in a drop out of an unhmited ocean of 

^irit containing a single grain of the dnig, tliia medicated ocean 

selfi containing a single grain, being so large that it had a radius 

far gniater in depth than from the Earth to Sirius. (See Appendix.) 

Most rilher men, except this " sublime thinker " and his disciples, 

would ceptmnly have fancied that it mattered very little whether a 

patient swallowed one or swallowed eight globules dipped in such an 

infinite sea of itpirit, medicated by a single grain of a drug ; and tliat 

I 'the unfavourable or bad reaultaalleged toboseen hy htm weiX! not the 

RefilH't of the dose, is flagrantly shown by many of his own followers 

laily and hourly using, and repeating too, doaos of the same drugs, 

s and miliums and millions of times larger and gi"eator, with- 

mt any such alleged effects following. 

Further, Halinemann, as we have previously sv'cn, avei's, that 
" in no case is it requisite to administer more than one single mcdi- 
Unal substance at one time."' And he declaims against those of his 
fbllowers who venture to give (as many in England seem to do) two 



' Otg«noo, p. 200. L)ne drop wm rc^cknneil liy Hull nun mini aili'iiiuiu in moiaton 
d mcdlcftte dal; tbuut SOOKluhiilaa <p. ma). 
• Ibid, p. 200. 

r Wobl " nt flrit uieil to *wetr bj lUlmunaAD," hut now " h* d»M nel think, 
rBijuliilta lo count the globulen anxbnil;, 4ad nllni^vii thnt otbd ilrupn won't kill." 

I iiUllvd, kod with purrpat MriooncM, io JnumnI o/ llomirapaU'y 1849, p. 4S0i 
' OrKMlOD, |i. 919. 
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or more different medicines to the same patient ^t or near I 
same period, — stirring up two or more new medicinal dist^af 
" Some homceopathists," he says, " have made the experiment | 
cases where they deemed one remedy suitable for one portion of t 
symptoms of a case of disease, and a, second for another portion, of 
administering both remedies at once, or almost at once; but I ear- 
nestly deprecate such liasardous eicpeTimsnta, that can never be ne- 
cessary, though they may sometimes seem to be of use.'" In fact, 
as the effects of most of the more important homceopatliic drugs are 
averred by Hahnemann, Jahr, etc., not to cease till the end of twenty, 
forty, or more days, the exhibition of two or more different medicines 
to the same patient, on the same day, or, as some practitioners use 
them, within a few hours, must be hazardous, — provided always 
there was any truth in horaceopathy, and in Hahnemann's idea 
that the commixture of two or more medicines is always wrong, inas- 
much as this kind of practice virtually amounts to a commixture,^ 

But all " hazard " is removed by the fact, that whether the infi 
tesimal dose is repeated or is not repeated, — whether it is one glol 
or eight globules, — a fraction of a decillion drop or a whole dn) 
—whether it is merely a decillionth of a grain, or whether it J 
million-folds more, as a billionth — the results are constaxitV 
one and the same, — the infinitesimal dose or dosea being of no 
medicinal effect whatever, whether for good or for evil, and the 
disease or diseases under their imaginary use showing always the j 
same progress and phenomena, because always merely pursuing t! 
own natural courses, unaffected altogether by medicinal treatmei 

TTie game homceopathic drugs, acting on tJie principle of similaA_ 
are yet capable of curing a number of diseases that are guile c 
milar from each other. 

Many of the remedies used in medicine produce different effects 
upon the same individuals when given in different doses. Thna, 

' Organon, p. 319. 

> Dr Grosae, whose naiiri dilotionB are, Jenioheini, SOCIh, 400lh, BOOtb, and 900Ui, 
" oflen contents himBelf," observes Dr Balfour, " with allowing the palient to amell 
the remedy (whether one or more globules at one lime I am not aware), waiciiig 
patiently for fonr weeks or ao for the completion of the core, not even permitting » 
'neoond smell' in the interim."— iffi'iflS and Fureign lUview, vol. xxii. ji. CCS. I 
GrosBe 9bj9 he cared his own horse uf sta^|;ers b; aDowing; him thus to smell «f ti 
200th dilution o( Ci>ccv,laa\—Archh'e»/iir Hum, Ucilkunit, vol. xxi. p. 35 
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according lo the dose exhibited, antimony, ipecacuanha, etc., may be , 
mado to act as an emetic, or as a nanseant merely, or as a diaphoretic. 
Turpentine, supertarti-ate of potass, etc., may, according to the doses 
exhibited, be made to act as purgatives or as diuretics. Opium 
may be given so as to act either as a stimulant or as a narcotic; and so 
on. Hornccopathista, however, believe that auy medicine, given in an ) 
infinit08imaldoae,producesitaappropriatecurativeeffectinJependBntly ' 
of quantity, and independently of the fact of its acting differently oa 
the same healthy individual in different quantities. " It ia not, 
however," observes Dr Buslinan, " the name of the substance that 
' produces certain specific effects, nor even the substance itself, but I 

the substance joined to quantity ; imlesa, indeed, we be prepared to 
I admit the monstrous absurdity that substances produce the samo 
|. effects independently of ttie quantities in which they are adminis- 
tered. To illustrate this argument in a familiar manner, let us 
suppose that we have a natural disease, the symptoms of which are 
\ represented by a ; and a medicine, the effects of wliich, at different 
I doses, are represented by a, b, c ; it is clear that the remedy given 
[ in tlie dose a, which produces symptoms similar to those of the di&- 
k easo a, is the only one that can be called homoeopathic ; and that it 
ceases to be homoeopathic, though retaining its original name, wlien- 
I ever it produces the effects represented by h or c."^ We have 
p already, in a preceding page (p. G9), given a sufficient illustration 
^ of this illogical homoiopathic reasoning, talting opium as our 
oxample. To that we woiJd again refer, without unnecessarily 
loading our pages with new examples here. 

But there is a different correlative subject or tenet regarding which 
it is necessary to say a few words. Hahnemann and his tbllowcrs 
[ practise homteopathy as if they believed that the same dose of the 
f same medicine could possibly be quite similar to, and consequently 
I quite curative of, various affections most dissimilar and unlike to 
k each other. We have already seen, that Hahnemann lays it down as 
I a leading and dominant proposition in homceopathy, that the artificial 
I Byiuptoms produced by any remedy which is given should not only 
I be " similar," but " very similar" — " the most similar possible" — to 
I the symptoms of the natural pre-existing disease, for the cure and 
I removal of which the remedy was exhibited. (See antecedently, 
[p. 1G3.) Yet he and his disciples constantly tell ub, that the same 



' HoDiicopatb}' uii'l ili« Ilujuirapatbs, \<. 133. 
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intinitcsimul dose uf the B&me remedy wtU honKeopathically < 
two, ten, or twenty diseases which, in relation to oacli other, are j 
no way "similar," or " very similar," or " as similar as [wssible," — bl 
tlie very opposite and the very reverse of all this. 

Let us illustrate this remark by an example or two. Any of i 
more important homteopathic drugs might serve as an illustrationi 

Among the cases of disease in which Belladonna, for example, I 
" moat frequently indicated," Jahr mentions amongst others 
following : — " epilepsy" and *' puerperal peritonitis ;" — " dlarrhoe 
and "cancerous affections;" — " diiEcult dentition" and "carbuncl 
— *' St Vitus's dance" and " stings of Insects ;" — " jaundice" a 
" measles;" — "eruption of pimples on the face" and "typhoid feversj^ 
— "adhesion of the placenta" and " hoopinf^K»ugh ;" — "pneumo- 
nia" and "spontaneous dislocations in infants ;"—" hemorrhoidal^ 
and " milk fever ;" — " influenza" and " 
tering" and "scrofulous ulcers ;"- 
induration of the lips ; "- — " hydropl 

new-born mfants," etc. etc. But if a dose of helladonna, by J^ 
power of producing symptoms " as similar as possible " to epUepj 
or some varieties of that disease, ia capable of curing epllep^, t 
same drug cannot surely homceopathically cure, by pi'odut 
also in other patients symptoms "as similar as possible" to pa 
perai peritonitis, to diarrhoja and cancerous aflections, jatrndi" 
and measles, etc., etc., as these and the other diseases named are i 
dissimilar as possible to the symptoms of epilepsy, and to the eynin 
tomsof each other. If it is similar in its medicinal action aud e 
to one of these diseases, it cannot be " as similar as possible " : 
medicinal action and effects to the symptoms of the other remainiq 
affections. ' 



"rickety affections;" — "at 
"toothache" and "schi 

Lud the " ophthalmia I 



I 



' In hia enumeration of the r&riaua medicina] virtues snd properliea of belladoii 
Jahi does not deaoriba it as a prophylactic agaiust scarlet fever — a, propertj » 
dentlf uoribod Co ic by Hahnemann and other homceopaihiats. " B; taking (fi^ 
Hahnemann) the amulleBt pnsaible dose of belladonaa, we are protected from tc 
fever." (Organon, p. S4.) Let me add, that while 1 believe mediciue will jet a 
probably discover prophylactic measures against scarlet fever, measles, e 
donna has most certainly uo olaim vrhatever Co be considered a preventatii 
sctirlatina. We possess no positive evidence in reference to its protectivo t 
tlaence; and we know it has eaijraly tailed when tried under the moat favoiq 
able circumHlancGs. Thus, in George Watson's Hoapical, Edinburgh, oo 
fifty-four boys euareptible of scarlatina, twenty-five boys took scarlet feve 
earlier part of IHaO ; a largo proportiaii to be attacked in a single epidemic in bi 
an hospita'. Yet tweaty-three out of these twenty-five had, for ■ moath, p 
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Or let D3 take as anotlier example, Chalk or Carbonate of Lime, 
or Calcarea carhonica, as the homccopatliiBts term it. 

In his work on homosopalhic medicine, Jahr states " the principal 
affections which call for the employnient of this medicine." Among 
Ltbese affections are the following: — "Obstinate constipation" and 
*• caries and other affections of the bones ;" — " diiSculty in learning 
mo walk" and "nasal polypus;" — "chlorosis" and "urinary calculus;" 
—"intermittent fevers" and "gouly nodosities;" — "diarrhoea" and 
■« sterility;" — "drunkenness" and "taenia;" — "milk crust" and 
■'goitre;" — "melancholy" and "fistula lachrymalis ;" — "hysterical 
is" and " consumption ;" — " warts" and " ague," etc., etc. Now, 
the symptoms produced in a healthy person by the homceopathic 
■drug should, we repeat, he " similar," " very similar," " as similar 
8 possible," to the symptoms of the disease which it is to cure. But 
the symptoms produced in a healthy individual by the use of 
* carbonate of lime be " very similar" to " obstinate constipation," 
how can they be also " very similar" to the symptoms of " caries of 
the bones ;" if " very similar" to the symptoms of stone in the bladder 
or goitre, how can thoy also be " very similar" to those of drunken- 
ness and djarrhcea, of melancholy and warts ; and so forth 1 It is 
simply ridiculous and impossible for a remedy to have symptoms 
" very similar" to one of these diseases, and symptoms also " very 
similar" to some ten or t^veuty other diseases ; which diseases 
have themselves no similarity whatever in their symptoms or 

viouslj to their attack, been placed on belladouna tiight and moniing as a poe»iblB 
propbjlBt^tic ; and two am of these tweotj-three died. (See Mr Bell'u ezcetlenc 
paper in "Muntbl; Journal of Medicul Science," fur Auf^usi 1S51.J In Heriot'a 
Hospital, my friend, Dr Andrew Wood, in Ibe last epidemic of scurlpt fever, placed 
balf of tbe boys, in eacb wnrd or slcepine diTJHion, on bellBdoniiB, Bud lefi; ibe other 
bftif without any Bimh prolectiun. Tbe diieiue did not spread mucb ; but at least ai 
mnay of those using the belludonua, as of those not using ir, were attacked ; 
uud tbe only futal case out of foriy which occurred during that epidemic was that of 
■I boy who had been using belladonna in doees of one-cightb grain twioe a-day for 
three weeka previously to hia buDK attacked. Weald not the medical world reject 
variolation or vaccination as a prupliylactic against smallpox if as many of ibow 
subraitied to it look variola, as osuaUy occurred without any ptophylactic, or if more 
were attacked with variola who wera subjected, than of thosa who were nut sub- 
jected, li) the treatment! Most of the more rational homoiopaibic phjsichns bave, 
I believe, given up tlieidea. "Just as often," observes one of them, Dr Elb of Dre*- 
dcn, " have I found (hat children have been attacked by it (licarlel fever), nolwith- 
sUadlng the use of belladonna for several vEcks, and thai tbti> long previous use uF 
the belliidunna had not even ibe power of diminishing the violcncr oF the disease." 
—Journ.-' ■■/ 1/omm.palAy fur 1849, p. jr.. 
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ill their natui'c to the first, nor to each other. A ein_ 
or the effects of a drng, cannot be " very similar," or "as aim 
as possible" to several diseases, or the effects of several disc 
whicii are themselves totaUy and entirely dissimilar one 
another. 



Supposed Argmnents for Possible Action of Infinitesimal doses frd 
Mental Phenomena, PaociHafiOTi, SmellSj Mineral Waters, etc I 

" In the practice of horuffiopathy, the system of giving small d 
is included;" so (in deipite of what some have tried to a 
contrary), Hahnemann a own ardent (11 fenders declare;' andsoHal: 
mann himself always m-untains And in order to give some appt 
ance of reason for tlie beli f m the action of infinitesimal dose8)i| 
material drugs — as the met its, v egetal le products, etc. — Hahnema] 
adduced the gi'eat powers ot calonc ' and " light," which, . 
are " infinitely lighter than the medicinal contents of the smal 
doses used in honiceopathyj" or, "let common-place physicians ( 
exclaims) weigh, if they can, the irritating words that hring t 
hilious fever, or the mournful intelligence respecting her onl}r-|| 
that hills the mother," ' etc. 

Certainly a dccillionth of mercury, or of oyster shell, or of salptr 
or of any homceopathic drug, is not " lighter" than caloric and light, 
for hght and caloric are in their essence and nature " impondeiv 
able" bodies. But because siich imponderable bodies — which in 
their natural state are " destitute of weight " — may be made " enois 
mously powerful things," when evolved and present in su£Scient 
quantity, this is no reason whatever, but the very reverse, for b^ 
lieving that bodies which, on the contrary, in their natural state, are 
material and ponderable, like mercury, or oyster shell, or sulphur, 
could yet possess the curative quahties of gold, or oyster shell, Of 
sulphur, when used in infinitesimal dilutions, which were deprived 
of all appreciable material presence of thern. Hahnemann's compari- 
son is one between objects not logically admitting of such comparison. 
And still more outraging all logic and philosophy is his argument in 
favour of infinitesimal doses of material drugs being capable of pro- 
ducing effects upon the human economy, because, forsooth, mental in» 

' DefencB of Hahnemann and his Dwtrinas, p, 91. Ste alao antecedently, oban. 
V, p. 38. ^^ 

' Orgnnon, ]<. ass. 
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fluoncea (which nre also " destitute of weight") produce most marked 
effects upon it. In order that any conipariaoiia may ho of any use, 
the thinf^s compared must admit of comparisou. But things and 
thoHghta — "matter" and "mind" — are two entities which cannot he 
thus compared, any more than in their individual details we could 
compai'e the phenomena of oyster shells with the phenomena of the 
association of ideas, the nature of mercury with the natm:'o of me- 
mory, sulphur with sadness, pulsatilla with perceptions, etc. Nor, as 
far aa I have ohserved, does a single one of Hahnemann's British 
disciples fall into the strange and indefensihle mistake committed 
by Hahnemann, of trying to derive an argument in favour of 
the [losaible action of infinitesimal doses of material drugs &om the 
analogy of the actions oiimponderable bodies and of menta/ inflnences. 
But — pasaing from auch untenable arguments and analogies — some 
disciples of homceopathy argue, tliat small doses of substancea which 
are material, sometimes produced great efFects upon the human body 
IS the introduction by inoculation of a minute quantity of Small' 
or Cow-poi£ matter. And there is no doubt of the truth in these 
'instances, both of the smallness of the dose, and of the greatness of 
the result. But two considerations here come into account wliich 
destroy altogether any argument that can be derived from these 
instances in favour of the infinitesimal doses of hogiosopathists. For, 
first, the dosea of small-pox or cow-pox matter wliich are necessary 
to cause by inoculation small-pox or cow-pox in susceptible indivi- 
duals are not infinitesimal doses. A decillionth, or octilllonth, or 
sexlillionth, or r[nadrillionth, or billionth dilu^on, for example, of n 
drop of emall-pox or cow-pox matter would not impart to these 
dilutions a power of giving small-pox or cow-pox, A drop, for 
instance, of small-pox or cow-jkjx mutter reduced to the quintillionth 
dilution only, — or, in other words, dissolved duly in a sea, thousands 
mes greater than the whole oceans of the earth, — would not jnvest 
waters of that sea with the power of producing small-pox or 
r-pox by inoculation or otherwise ; though tlie homoropathists aver 
single drop or grain of their drugs duly dissolved in such an 
ons sea would invest everif drop of this same amount of fluid 
he special curative powers of the particular medicine dissolved. 
1, a (trap of small-pox or cow-pox matter dissolved down to 
dilution even of homteopathists, or to the 10,000tb degree 
'ould, 1 believe, entirely fail in imparting these <lisetiscs by 
lutmion or anv otiier means. 
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But Mcondly, there i« a mighty difference between the mode fl 
action of an appreciable inoculable dose of small-pox or cow-pox 
matter upon the body, and the possible effect of inappreciable 
infinitesimal doaea of homceopathic drugs. The matters of emall-pox 
and cow-pox so act upon tlie blood and tissues of the body, that 
when they take effect at all they always lead to the reproduction in 
the individuals affected with them, in an increased degree and 
amount, of new small-pox and new cow-pox matter— just as the 
matter of yeast leads to the reprodaction of new yeast in fermenting 
bodies, and impregnated seeds and ova lead to the reproduction of 
new plants and animals. Infinitesimal doses of a homoeopathic drug 
havenosuchpowerofmultiplyinpihemselvestbreffect in the blood or 
bodies of those who swallow them. A dose of antimony, for example, 
or merciu"y, or <]uinine, or morphia, whether allopathic or homceopa- 
thic in amount, does not lead to the production of a multiplied amount 
of antimony, mercury, quinine, or morphia in the system ; or act by 
this multiplication. You cannot, either in the living or dead ani- 
raal body, make antimony or mercury, etc., out of blood and tissues 
in which antimony and mercnry do not exist. If it were other- 
wise, then homoeopathy and inBnitesimal doses might lay claim lo 
the discovery of the true philosopher's stone. For we have seen 
Hahnemann usina as an alleged infallible remedy against suicidal 
mania a quintillionth of gold ; and if gold had, when exhibited, a 
power of multiplication within the human system, bomceopathistB 
should be able to extract it in indefinite quantities from the bodies 
(not the pnrses) of their patients. Every man would then be a true 
alchemii:al laboratory, inasmuch as he would be able to make and 
generate gold in his own system. 

Another argument from the phenomena of Smells is sometimes 
addutjcd in support of the possible action of infinitesimal doses of 
drugs. It has been alleged, because a piece of musk will scent 
the air of an open room without any apparent diminution in the 
bulk of the musk, for months or years, that the portions of matter 
thrown off from the musk and producing this continuous odour must 
be infinitesimal in size. But this argument takes for granted exactly 
what some of our best mathematicians and natural philosophers ate 
now inclined entirely to doubt, viz., that, in producing the sensatl«i 
of smell, musk or otSier bodies throw off any material particles at Etil, 
The sensations of sound and of light am, as all authorities, I believe, 
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now adinil, l1i<i iv>iilin »!' nntliiliitliitlH i<l- (-ItiMiMnli*! ^hldMHlhNl tit 
U8 i'roiri miii.i|i)iw w IiiimIikiiIm IkiiKkk) tllltl IWt tit" CMIllln hi' IWr- 
thing materml lriiii«inlHcil i.f llii'invii iilf OliHi (N-Wi Ictllli'W, 'I'ItC 
ttringa of thu |piniiii, nr (i (ilpi'n i/f' hicitiitlpKH-tif lUKi, t|(i (tHt, t*t HfAi't 
to product llio M-nttiitiiiii* i/l' Miiilt'l 'ir lliilit, «pfii| ftiHit Illlii 'i((^ cilM 
infiuitcKimul initWriul diwwi cf ilii- [.linn. (Hrluc", 'pt oirtfl fWffti (««■ biit 
tjKt intinite«iinal iniit^rinl <l'nw» iW Mtc (jfuvfitiji in.d fr i- < dtlr^ty 
t^it tboMr analir^i'^ V> *n\<\<in^, f frnf in wl'r ■ (r. 

■bt» of KDellin/j, an Infinifz-xirnfil r|r>««> rif thf- '^m r -t 

•»betfarnOTn off frun (li«t lii>'i<(y *fifl hrfrrt^>>f ■ 'nr 

'*llaw mcich w«it rnivntm^ Kphinrf afrM- n hare, ft ihrti fhe 

■ n^ rtecent it? iUtn h itn *«X«THli1i* iif :iii irflr,>. iimt d/nK" 

mtihln «'lfi>r't. I. ( mmt itYW»i*i" ^ ' 't, 
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hIm^b^ in quutliUt? co)iulik- of being luialyKvl, and tt^sted, and 
wvi(;lio(l; uud tlic wnti'rs tltemBK-lven, willi lIk-^ t'ontnined iDgre- 
dients, arc Dot taken hy paticnU in iiifiniteaiitial drops, or fractions 
of a drop, (wliicli they should be, according to the liomceopatJiic 
pnncijili-,) liut tliry arc swnllowvd in tuniLlers, or in doees of ounces 
or evi'ii ponrida iLiily. And 2d, idl these mineral waters contain 
Boveral, most of tbeni very niant/, medicinal saline ingn-dieuts ; and 
cunsc<)ucntly each dose swallowed by those who use and benefit iiy 
thom, sets uully at d<^i(iance that leading axiom ol' Halineiuann,' 
oaint'ly, " nut to administer more than one single, simple medicinal 
Htd>stanc£ at one time," for, to re[)eat his own words, " a compound 
can never make a simple in all eternity, never;"* and yet these 
waters — which, I believe, the homocopathists, like other physicians, 
use as curative agents — are all compound, exactly like many of the 
prescriptions employed in ordinary legitimate medical practice. 

" When we come (obsen-es Dr Thomas Eeid) to be instructed by 
philosophers, we must bring the light of common sense along with as, 
and by it judge of the new light." In the above, as in other parts 
of its tenets (see p. H), homoeopathy breaks sadly and irreparably 
down under the application of this simple but searching confession 
of medical faith. 



■ OrganOD, p, 319. 



r Writings, p. 83U 
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LAW OF SIMILIA SIMILHiUS CURANTUR ; ITS UNIVERSALE j 
EVIDENCE AGAINST IT FROM QUININE, ETC. ; RECAPITULA- 
TION OF PRINCIPAL ARGUMENTS, (DYNAMIZATION, EXPE- 
EIENCE, ETC.,) IN FAVOUR OF IIOM(EOPATIIY, AND ANSWERS 
TO THEM; TRUE CHARACTER OF HOMGSOPATHIC CURES. 

In medicine and surgery we have many general facia or laws, more 
or less correctly ascertained and established ; and tlie art of medicine 
consists in the practical application of these laws to the relief and 
cnre of the diseases of our patients. These laws are, some of a 
higher, some of a lower, type of generality. As examples of them, 
we have, for instance, the law, that various contagious diseases, more 
particularly eruptive fevers, seldom attack the same individual twice 
daring life ; and the practical application of this law, in artificial 
inoculation with sraall-pox and cow-pox, has already saved millions 
of human hves. As a general law, cinchona has the power of arrest- 
ing and curing diseases of an intermittent or periodic type, as in- 
termittent fever or ague, intermittent neuralgia, etc. As a general 
law, the employment of opium arrests and cures irritative diarrhoea ; 
iron cures chlorosis, etc. etc. 

But the law laid down by Hahnemann, and which forms the 
ground-work of homceopathy, — viz, eimilia similibue curanlur, is r&- 
' by him and lus disciples, not in the light of a general law, 
tut as a UNIVERSAL and mfaWble law in therapeutics, This 
idamental homoeopathic law, as stated by him, amounts, as we 
ive often already seen, to this — that to eftect the euro of diseases, 
should in every case give " a medicine which can itself produce 
an affection similar to that sought to be cured." (Organon, p. 56), 
" The truth," he avers, " is onli/ to be found in this method." "It 
not possible," he states, " to perform a cure but by the aid of a 
ledy wliich produces symptoms similar to tho^o of the tlisoose 
(P. 73.) He holds up this b '!a simili/jiis curanlur 

like is euro I by like" — as "the** c law comfonnable 
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to nnlim'i" (p> 55); — "tho otily tln.Tii]»oatic law consonant to nar 
lure," (p. 100); — n.4 an "infulliblo" (|>. 73); — an "unemng law," 
(p. 78)! — aa"Oie great *»& therajieutJc law," (p. 153); — as a "mode 
of cnre (onnrlcd on an eternal, infallible law of nature." (P. 156.) 

"Il is » law of treatment" (observes one of the most acuto and 
teamed Kn^Iish liomceoiintliic writers, Dr Scott) "applicable to all 
forms of disettfli'," " ibe tiNivEnsAL law of cure."' "And vrhtm 
we speak" (observe other English homccopathists) * "of the usiver- 
SALITY of the law of bom(EO]>athy, we employ the term traivBRSAi, 
as it is used in speaking of any other general physical law ; and as 
no harm hus yot accrued t") science from calling gravitation a 
univernal law, although it is presumptuous in us to ap])ly such a 
t«mi to any general fact ascertained only by observation, so no 
harm will result to niL'dleine from a similar application of tho term 
in this instance, since every reflecting reader is aware of the impliwl 
limitation." 

For one, I am most willing to admit that if Hahnemann, or any 
man, could disco\'er a single, universal, infallible law in therapeutics, 
applicable to "all diseases and all cases of disease," it would con- 
stitute the greatest imaginable discovery in medicine. Many men 
have in the same way fancied that they have discovered a single in- 
fallible uiiiversal remedy for " all diseases and for all cases of disease," 
Priessnitz thought that his cold water was such ; Morrison averred 
that his pills were such ; and so on, " I find (wrote Lady Mary 
Wortley Montague in 1 748) that tar-water has succeeded to "Ward's 
drops;' and it is possible some other fonn of quackery has by this 
time taken place of that. The English (she adds) are, more than any 
other nations, infatuated by the prospect of univeksal medicine."' 
All such exclusive systems and ideas, however (though containing, 

' See qaotttdons antecedently, p. 146, and p. 195. And aJiu " British Journal of 
HonKEDpttthy" for Julj 1852, p. 366. " Never," Dr Stott observes, till Hahnemann's 
time was aimilia similibtu eurantar " asserted as a univebsai. i.iw." 

' Dofence of Hahnemann and hia Doctrines, p. r>5. For the sappoeed anlhors 
see antecedenilj foot note, p, 4. 

' For some notices of Dr Ward's dropa or pills, and the other " infallible" hat now 
forgotten qnackeries of the last century, ace Wadd'a Mems. and Marina. He 
deacribes Tarions honesctters, from the Eart of Derby (p. 130) down to MrsMapp, a 
female quack end bonesetter, who rode !□ a coach and six with ontriders. 

* "There is always," observed the author of " Auti'SoFia"(in 1744), "iomeonB 
arch qnackery that carries the bell in England. If it is oot tar-water, it is some- 
thing ^e." An anecdote told, in the last century, of Dr Mead, aSbrds a sad though 
OTeraCrained idea of the medical credulity of the people of England, end of iheir ap- 
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most of tlicin do, some germs of tnitli), have ended Ju failure; 
and principally because tlicy have been iniprojierly and indiscreetly 
held lip as wiiverml and infallible laws, applicable to the treatment 
of 111! diseases. Hahnemann deemed, as we have seen, the therupeu- 
law, " Like is cured by like," as a law universal in its character, 
universal in its application ; but most assuredly he adduced 
ithijig approaching to adof|iiatc proof to substantiate his bold hypo- 
thesis. The imagined instances, for example, which lie givea of it in 
tho inti-oductinn to his Onjanon, are almost all of doubtful and im- 
perfectly observed phenomena, and the analogies he draws are often 
most forced ar.il irrelevant. Besides all of these alleged homceo- 
pathlc cures which he there cites from " allopathie authors, are cures 
Tected in uttei- defiance of his own laws regarding the practical 
irking of homcuopathy, — the patients being treated with medicinal 
[tures and not single drags — not with infinitesimal, but with lar{^ 
id hence dangerous doses of the various drugs in these mixtures — 
id all pi-oof being entirely wanting that tho medicinal symptoms of 
principal drug or drugs corresponded, as tliey ought to do,' to the 

ia to (ulroniae anything mystic, bu<1 niurvelloun, ami iinintolligent to ihem in 
ic'iDD — "A man urgood i^iluoatlon bad become a quack, and had a boalh in one 
e most frcijnenlcd aircGis or London, lie oalculaiad on llie weaknoes and cre- 
dulity of mankind, and made a mont fortDnato speoutalion. Mead, regretting that 
an intelligent man, capable or advancing truth, should degrade bimseir to sacli a 
trade, adviaod him to abandon it. ' How many iobu a day,' said ibo quaek, ' do you 
think pasH through thin street?' 'Perhaps 20,000,' said the doctor. 'And how 
many of those do you suppose possess tho right use of their senses, and a aonnd 
Judgment?' 'Five hundred.' 'The proportion is too great,' liuij thcquock. 'A 
hundred, then.' ' Still too much.' At last they agreed to reckon them at ten. ' Let 
tBo alone, thon,' said the quatk ; 'lot me levy on these lO^UOyWs the tribute which 
)we mo, and I have no objcolion to tho ten having in you that confidenoe whii^h 
•tiurcdly you well deserve.'" — ft'cAeroniT* Emnn Pe/iuluira Rctntiort d ta 
TedieiM I ani/ Dr Olover'i iliitosophy of Medkint, p. 4. Large sums are still 
tqnandered aiinnally by the English pablio on advertised ampiric drugs and nostrums. 
WehelicTo onrselvus to he conitiderably within bounds when wereckonnt least half a 
million of pounds sterlinjt, to bo thus yearly sacriflccd uselessly and hurtfullj at tho 
shrine of medicsl credulity and ciuackory by the ptoplo ol Great Britain. In an 
lunt lately publiFthcd of a living London tnedicine-Teudor (one who htie sucvooded 
inch, alter failing in his own business as a lawyer), it is stated that this empiric alone 
1b on his own account L.SO.oOi) nonually in advertising his drugs ; and several 
B of the lame class ndvortiso oven more widely than ho does. In 184D, there 
L.12,000 p^d to the revenue of ICngland for stamps merely to quaok medidnes. 
^uT Uie "true pbyaician knows that he has to judge of and cure diieaaes not 
lordiug to tho similarity of the name of a single one of their symptoms, bat 
>rding to the sum total ot all tho signs of the iiuHmiiuiil state of each particular 
'nnon.p. IS7. 



240 



DEFECTS OF THE HOMCEOPATOIC LAW. 



existing diseased symptoms at the time of exhibition. Thoy are utte 
and totally inadequate to show, that the law is even a g«t^ 
one in therapeutics, not to say an '* eternal infallible" law,! 
theory of cure, as he declared it to be. For a universal ] 
in medicine, or in other sciences, is a law, of course, that i 
of no true exception to its operation ; and the individual facts t 
premises upon which it is primarily built, like the facts to i 
it subsetjiienlly extends, should all stand forth clearly and iudul 
ably in unequivocal support of it. 

In examining the homceopathic law, " eimilia aimilibus uurantuj 
in some of the preceding chapters, we have seen how utta-ly it f 
in showing any of these characteristics of an universal law, or 6 
of a law of a low degree of generality. We have found, indeg 
that when we take Halmemann's own selected proofs of it in t 
cutaneous diseases, that his own chosen instances of the opei 
of his law aft'ord the most glaring evidence against, uistead of 1 
favour of such a law. In consequence of the action of this t 
sal, infallible law, it "invariably" happens, according to Hahd 
mann, that small-pox (as a remedy) " immediatdy removes entirely 
cow-pox (as a pre-existing disease) when the small-pox supervei 
on a peraon having a cow-pock in progress upon liini. We haj 
seen (See Chapter XV.) that tins consequence (wliicli ought ( 
tainly to follow if the homoeopathic law were a true law), does t 
follow under the circumstances stated ; and that Hahnemann 
quired to misrepresent and misquote the facts, in order to gain some 
appearance of proof of his law from this — the case which lie himself 
chooses as one of the most evident instances in disease in fevour of 
his law. We have found his other instances of the homceupathic 
influence of two diseases upon each other, open to the same objection. 
And in the very class of cases which he himself brings forward aa tlt^ 
strongest evidence in favour of his law — the curative influence * 
visible cutaneous diseases upon each other — wo have seen hia ] 
apparently succeed where, from all sufficient want of similari^ b 
tween the curing and cured diseases, it ought to fail ; and, on 1 
contrary, we have seen it fail where, from the greatness and ] 
fectness of similarity between two co-eslsting or consequent diseas 
it ought undoubtedly to succeed. 



HahneinauTi and his Tol lowers have appealed, lio\ 
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tlieir pretended univei'sal law, to another variety of evidence tliaii 
that dangorona kind dorived fi-om the observation of the mutual in- 
fluence of visible cutaneous diseases upon each other. They aver, 
that we may trace incontrovertible proofs and evidence in favour of 
"'le law, "simitia similihi^n fnurantur" if we study the effects mron 
Ithy men of remedies that are known and aekneiwledged to cure 
iGcial diseases ; inasmuch as that we will find, that the remedies 
which cure particular diseases in tJie sick, cause in the economy the 
same or similar diseases when they are used by the healthy. Let 
us consider then, whether, as hotnteopathists allege, the remedies 
'hich we use i'or the removal of diseases from individuals affected 
itii them, would and do lead to tho production of the same or simi- 
liscasGS, when taken by other individuals who are at the time 
I affected with these ailments. 

It would be a very wearisome and a very useless task to follow out 
is inquiry in relation to any preat number of di):eases. Let U8 
isider it in its bearings upon two or three only; for, in truth, onr 
ited space forbids us to allude to more. And for our illustrations, 
us take those examples of disease which Sir John Herschel adduces 
his " Preliminary Discourse on the Study of Natural Philosophy," 
instances for which the advancement of science of lato years, has 
ised more or less certain means of removal and cure. These in- 
inces wori', of course, originally cited by that author without any 
iw hi such a ipiestion as the present ; and are hence free from the 
Ejudice of selection. Sir John HerscJiel adduces as his illustrations, 
le treatment of the fbllowing four diseases, vi>:. : the cure of ague or 
irmittent fever by quinine; the arrestment of the ravages of 
ill-pox by vaccination ; the sii[ipresaion of sea-scurvy in our fleets 
lemon-juice, etc. ; and the I'emoval of goitres by the use of iodine, 
lese examples are as good as any other, and for the present object 
tlie more apposite, inasmuch as the first in our enumeration, formed 
in Hahnemann's mind the alleged fact by which the doctrine of 
homa'opathy was primarily suggested tfl him ; and the second has 
■n adduced by his disciples us tho best-marked instance in favour 
Ids doctrine. 



rLet m turn, fir:<t, to the euro of intermittent fever by cinchona 
irk, or the active principle of that burk, quinine; and considtT 
lether this is, as it U alleged to be, one of the strongest possible 
>of» in favour of the doctrine of hnmrrop.itby. 
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CAN CINCHONA CAUSE AGUEt 



f^nt Imlanee. — Cure of Ague hy Quinine vr Cinchona fiarA 
It was in attempting to ascertain how Cinchona or Peravian hart 
cured ague or intermittent fever, that Hahiiemanu made liis aDeged 
dbicovury. In corroboration of tliis point, let mo addocc tlie evi- 
dence of Dr J. Rnthert'ord Kussl-U, a honiiEoitatliic physician, fap 
better acquainted with the literature of Hahnemannic medicine 
than mostof liis hrethren are. Tlie first article inserted in the first 
volume of the " British Journal of Homosopathy," was a, " Sketch 
of the Origin and Progress of Homceopathy," by I>r Russell. In 
Sfwaking of the first idi;a of homoeopathy in Hahnemann's iiiind, Dr 
Russt'U tells us tlie following now ott-repeated anecdote of its origin. 
" AmoDg QumeraDij UalUn, Freocb, and English works whicli he (Hafanematui) 
translBUd, was Cullen'a 'Materia Medica' in 1790. Cullen'a description of tbe 
virluea of Cinchona rivetted hitiattenlion ; and, diasatisGed wilh Ihe author's attempt 
to explun its power in checking intermittent fuver, he detpimined to m&ke cspen- 
monts with the snhslance on bimaelf. With this view he look, for sevpcnl dajs ano- 
ceiisively, a caaaiderable dose of ic, and ah iktebhittent fevbb bhsoed. Tbe 
thought then struck hini,~iQay not the power of this drag to card ague depend upon 
its power of producing a similar disease!" — Joamal of Homieupuihy, vol. i. p. 3. ' 

Or let US take tlie circumstance as stated hi a letter on homoeo- 
pathy, published in 1851 in England, by an individual who tella 
UH he was a personal friend and pupil of Hahnemann, — uamely, 
Mr Everest. In a sufficiently ahu.sive and non-reverend " letter to 
DrConnack," Mr Everest, the Vicar of Wickwar, gives the following 
account of tbe origin of homceopathy iji Hahnemann's mind: — 

" The world has been so often informed of the manner in which he began bis dir 
coTerioa, that 1 presamo it has reached even yourself; jet suffer me to refer to it 
once more ; it may not be altogether without profit. Dr Callen had joat publidied 
some accotmta of the extraordinary cures of TBrioQS kli;d8af sgne by cinchotia. The 
man whom J'ou despise so mach was employed in translating his work into German 
for the bookaelteri!, fur, having given up a profession which be could not conscien- 
tiously practise, he vros very poor ; and his thoughts one day fell on the subjects lie 
had been reading. He thought, 'Why does this substance cure these maladiesf 
AlasI he could get no answer to tho question; all was as dart heFore him as it must 
be to you, Sir, at present. The ([uestion was dismissed from his mind, but in vain ; 
it returned with renewed force. He procured some of the substance in queition. 

ealde lli 



febrifuge qnalitiea of tba 
i yet to benefit in its full extent, 
comfort and health fhrough re* 
Hersdiers Pnlimiaary DiartMrte 



' "Qninine, the essential principle in which 
Perarian bark, (is) a discovery hy which poste 
but which has already be^un to diffuse com/iar 
gions almost desolated by pestiferous exhalalioi 
on Me Sladg o/ Natural P/iiloiopht/, p. 56. 

' " He (Eahnemann) made the first trial on himself, by taking for some days fonr 
scraplea of powdered cinchona twice a-d&y, and observed tbe symptoms wbich matjt' 
a well developed intermittent fever." — Fklchex's Pa'holoi/i/, edited by Drs Drji 
and Rnssell, p. 494. 
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dered forth ulone, and meditated on the subject alone for hours, and all it 
length be thought, 'A certain qunntitj of this inert-looking powder will make a man 
strong who is attacked nitb a certain sort of weakness, and arrest bis periodical 
shivering and concomitant eufterings; will it make me stronger, I wonder, if I tftke 
it?' He began a course of it, and one oveniDg, after bariDg taken a quantity of it 
for seieral anccassive duya, he waa itllackti! u-ith bnivekino and othbb STUt-roHS of 
INTERMITTENT FEVBR, attcuded With much weakness and loss of appetite. He stopped 
hia AaSXy doses ; his feior went away, and health returned. He tried it man; limes, 
■nd invariabt; with the i&ine nr aimilSir results. Now, obacrre, if you please, ' vtcT 
THB pinsr." Cinchona yiva a healthy man an intermittent fever, and cinchona cutps 
■" intermittent fover in the sick." — Mr JCveresl'a Letter to Dr Coniiack, 18&1. 



\ Ilalinemann's supposed discovery, then, regai'dinj:; cinchona, was 
this — That cinchona cures intermittent fever in the sick, because 
cinchona, when taken in ordinaiy allopatluc doses, gives a healthy 
man an intermittent fever, or symptoms similar to it. "Like 
cures like." Now, the imagined universal law, " aimiha similibns 
curantiir," was here, as elsewhere, built upon a premise, or supposed 
observation, which itself is not a fact. " There are," according to 
•tiie often-quoted remark of Cullen, " more false tacts than even 
theories in medicine." It is true, as a general fact, that cin- 
1 ciures ague; but it b twt true that the use of cinchona pro- 
duces ague. There is every reason to believe that it was owing to 
the preconceived hypothesis in Hahnemann's own mind, that he got 
ague symptoms from it. In Britain, for example, (or in any coiui- 
triea where there is no external marsh-malaria capable of producing 
ague, and hence liable to lead to fallacies iu the observations), I am not 
aware that such a result has been observed by any physicians or any 
^tients. And yet there is scarcely a British medical practitioner 
'ho has not e.xliibitcd cinchona or quinine to his patients hundreds 
times. Among our population many thousands of individuals 
.ve taken the cindiona, or its concentrated principle quinine, and 
alleged result — viz., the production of ague, — has many thou- 
ids of times failed. Indeed, most of the individuals in these 
lands who have been repeatedly sick {and who has not 't), have 
:en, at one time or another, doses of cinchona or ijuinine as a 
!•. or otherwise. IIus one of them ever had ague, or a disease 
Ague, produced by the use of this drug ? I am informed that 
house in London manufactures every year for medical uses 
»ut £30,000 worth of quinine. Does a single dose out of this 
it quantity ever create ague in ihnse to whom it is adininisteri'i 
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nOMOJOPATHT FOTJNDED ON EXCEPTIONS. 



PerhajM it may occur to some minds as on objection to sud| 
argument, that the cinchona and qninine did not load to thia i 
— tile prodnetion of agav — because the individuals taking it i 
not lie |>erfi;ctly healthy sit the time of taking it. But Hahnei 
himself admits, " that the provings or efl'ccta of medicine mall 
Been by watching the actions of them when given to the «ci, j 
tlailarly in chronic diseases, and even when ^ven in dos 
small as the 30th dilution." Besides, many people have taken J 
tinunua doses of <|ninine to acquire increased tone and f 
oven after they w«re in a state of comparatively ^ood Iiealth$q 
not a few now of our officers and others serving on the coi 
Afiica, and in India, have (as was first, I holieve, rocommead' 
Dr Copelaiid) taken long com'ses of quinine without observing^H 
to follow its nse. '^ 

Let me repeat it, tliat it is an undoubted general fact o 
pentic law, that the use of cinchona or quinine does cure ag 
observation roundly and entirely contradicts the allegation of | 
nemann, that its use can also produce ague. And yet 1 
allegation was necessary in onier that the law of " similia aini 
curantur" be true. If the allegation, however, is untm^. i^ 
certainly is, then this supposed infallible, universal law, hti 
iniuljible and nniversal ; and in this, as in other instana 
founded upon fact. Nor would it be at all relevant and I 
maintain, that if cinchona or quinine did produce ague (wliie 
altogether questionable and doubtful) in ten or twenty esception^ 
instances out of the many many tliousands of people who yeaidy t&ka 
it, these rare and eaicepHonal observations woidd be sufficient as a bas« 
and gi'oundwork for the Hahnemannic universal law. A universal, in- 
fallihle law, like the "simiUa similibiis," cannot thus admit of infiniteh* 
more true instances of exception than true instances of confirmation* 
either in the premises upon which it is built, or in the results which 
it comprehends. Far less can it be primarily founded upon a few rata 
and exceptional observations as its deliberate data or premises. Even 
admit, for tbo sake of argument, that the cinchona or quinine could. In 
an extremely rare case now and then — as 1 in 1000, or 1 in 100,000, 
or 1 in 10fl,000,000^produce ague, or symptoms similar to it, would 
the extremely rare and exceptional occurrence of these symptoms be 
any reason, on any principle of philosophy or logic, for the foundation 
and establishment of a universal law? An exceptional phenomenon 
cannot Iw the tbundation of any universal law in therapeutics or in any 



OltAVITATION FOUNDED ON A USIVERSAL FACT. 

;her science. The exceptional occurrence of ague syinptoi 
cinchona is used (if ever such symptoms do occur from sucli a cause) 
would be no adequate basis to build a unive al la of •■ upon.' 
The faomceopathists are foud of likening Hal emann to Newton, 
id of comparing the universal law of " lik cu es 1 ke suggested 
ty the German physic^ian, with the universal law of tf e g avitation 
■of matter, propounded by the English y] lo [le lu the same 
paper by Dr Russell, " On the Origin and Progiess oi Honioeo- 
jiathy," from which I liave already quoted the account of Huhue- 
mann producing ague in himself by taking doses of cinchona, Dr 
Russell observes — 

"Tlie iDKA. tbat medioines owed their powera of onre to a power of exalting <t 
disease BimiUr to ibe one tbe; cured, wan given by obBervin^; on ague arciltd bg 
cinchona. But UnlinemaDn did not jump at liia concluaioD from this one obBGrvation, 
but sought to Rnd in all other specifics gome rDlatlon botwecD the diseases the; cured, 
and tlie effects the; produced on those in health. And we must remember that hia 
mind was im the watch for sous itidioation. 5hull we, then, blune liim for at- 
taching undue importanct! to one experimeiil ? As vieU mi);lit ws blame Newton 
for resting his law of graviinlion on the apple's fall. In hoih cases, tbo nriginal 
observation was but the finger.poat of the road to triith."^ British Journal of Hamiea- 
\hg, Jan. IS43. Tol. 1. p. la. 

But the said " finger-post" points to two very different orders of 
ita, or rather in two very different and opposite directions, in the 
iwo instancies thus compared together. The fall of the apple to- 
wards the earth was found, on further consideration, nut only to hold 
invariably true of this, but invariably true of all other similar material 
"There were (observes Dr Abercrombie) at one time 
;ain apparent exceptions to the universality of this law (of 
ivitation), namely, in some very light bodies winch were not ob- 
■ved to fall. But a little further observation showed that these 
prevented falling by being lighter than the atmosphere, and that 
vacuo they observe the same law as tbe heaviest bodies. The 
•parent exceptions being thus brought under the law, it becajiie 
leral, namely, the fact nmversalli/ true, tliat all unsupported 
lies fall to the earth.'" The production, howevei", of ague, or of 

' After speaking or Hahnemann himself taking " repented doses of decoction uf 

bark," and prodncing ague in his own person, another homieopaihie writer observes — 

"This phenomenon made upon bis mind an irnpiesnioci bitnilar to that wbich the fail 

' e apple made upon tliu mind of Newton ; and n-um this attack of fever, ihu> 

MlHcially produced, may be dated the ouiuin of boina'opatby." — Irith Uomianjiaihic 

» Viea of Uoiaaopalhij, p. 11. For tbe Home comparison, see also Dr Maddvu's 

implilot on nottiirnpath'j and Mcdkal lU/arm. Preface, p. %,, etc. 

f Ut AberoroDibie's Inquiry concerning ib<.- liiicllrctnal Puwci^ p. 434. 
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HOM<EOPATHy AND REPULSION OF MATTER. 



an afTection like ague, in one person by the use of cincliona-bartj 
or quinino, does not hold invariably or generally true in relation t 
the use of the same medicine by other persons, or by the communiq 
at large. In fact, the occurrence of ague in mankind from the t 
of qainine, so very far from being a. general fact, is at best bnt i 
rare, a very rare, exception to the gi-eat general fact, that thi 
use of quinine does not produce ague, or symptoms of iigue, in t 
human constitution. And instead of the fall of the ajiple, and t 
appearance of ague symptoms from cinchona resembling each otha 
as piimary facts or observations leading on respectively to the de- 
velopment of the laws of gravitation and homceopathy, tliey aru as 
opposite and dissimilar as it is possible to conceive. The fall of tlie 
apple, etc., is invariably true, and without any exception. The pro- 
duction of ague by cinchona is, on the coutrarj-, almost if not, inea- 
riably untrue, anil is at best not a general law, but a very, very rare 
exception to a very general law. 

In fact, the analogy or supposed analogy between the l&ws c 
gravitation and homoeopathy woidd be far more true and con][d«t 
if taken in a very different view from the preceding. For as ratioi 
ally and as logically might some eccenti'ic plulosoplier dream < 
building a universal law of repulsion of matter (in opposition t 
Newton's universal law of its attraction or gravitation), by adducing 
in fiiTonr of this alleged "infallible," "mierring," universal law 
of repulsion, the exceptional case of the ascent of the balloon, in 
opposition to the constant observation of the descent of the apple 
and of other material bodies to the earth, as Hahnemann could 
build a universal, "etenial, unchangeable" law of cwre by similars 
upon the rare e-eceptional case of the apparent production of ague by 
the remedy which cures ague, in opposition to the general fact and law 
that the use of that drug does not cause that disease, Man is usually 
bom with five digits upon each hand and foot. Sometimes, however, 
and as a rare exception to this, there is seen an additional finger or even 
two on each hand, or an additional toe or two on each foot. But would 
this rare and exceptional occurrence be regarded by any sane ana- 
tomist or zoolo^st as a sufficient and adequate reason for declaring 
it as a high, general, or universal law, that man was a aix-fingerod 
and six-toed, or a seven-toed or seven-fingered animal ? Ajid yet it 
is by reasoning in this way on rare exceptions, and by converting 
these exceptions into alleged " general laws," that Hahnemann;— 
and his followers have arrived nt most of their lu'ineip.il conclusioni 
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i tlie so-cftllt'd .science of hotnocopatliy. They f'or^t, I repeat, 
lat a general law or general iact can never be based upon ex- 
qitions, and that, on the cortniry, a law of even the very lowest 
I or ty^ie of generality muet be abandoned altogether as a 
when, as in this instance, the exceptions against it are jnfi- 
Btely more numerous than tlie instances, in favour of it. The 
[nUca upon which any high general or universal law is built 
(sncli as the law of aimilia similibits is held to be by bomoeo- 
pathists) iiiiist be conttant, and not exceptional, phenomena. 
" Every heal medicine," says Hahnemann himself (and ii' any 
medicine deserves that name, certainly cinchona or quinine merits 
it), " every real medicine acts at all times, and under alt circum- 
stances, on cvciy living human being, and produces in him the 
symptoins peculiar to it, distinctly perceptible if the dose be large 
eiioiigli, BO that evidently every living huuian organism is liable tu 
be affected, and, ns it were, inoculated, with the medicinal disease at 
any time, and absolutely (unconditionally), which, as before said, is 
by no means the case with the natural diseases."' When judged 
^^H^y this criterion of Hahnemann, there can bo but one conclusion, 
^^^fc-viz., that cinchona does vot produce ague or a disease analogous 
^^^B ague ; and that in notation to it, the " in fallible," " unen'iug^ law 
^^^■f tmiilia nmililius tloes not hold good. 

^^^M Nay more, 1 believe we may go one step farther in relation to 

^^^Hie action of cinchona or tjuinine. No one can doubt, that as a 

^^^geiioriil law, the hirgo doses of cinchona, or the corresponding doses 

of ([uinine, given by phj-sicians, arrest and cure ague. Rest, and a 

change of diet and habitation, will often alone cure the milder 

tucs of the disease,' But there are few if any points in the 
'OrganoDip. 13S. 
' Ai evidenca or [bin fact, and of Ihe gr^at care rt^qiiircd in dnming correct de- 
HtiUDB from Ibvrspeutio obeerTatiani, let me qaote the following stalement from 
rOfiusar Chomel uf Paris: — "The Common Holij baving been much praised u 
Tetavdj for inlcrmittetit fever, M. Chomel determined to mnko trial of It In the 
cUaioal vnrda of the Hospital La Charity. Acccrdingl;, be requested the offioen 
or the Bureau Central, au eelBbtishment where nearly s.11 the putieiils are admitted 
In the Parfaian Hospitals, lo send him some cases of that disease. TWnfjr-fuio 
due* were, in aanH(!qvcnce, directed to him. After their admiasian, he purposely 
^^H^Uined from all traatmi'nc fur several days, in order to assure himself of the 
^^^^brreoInesB of the diagnosis, and lo aacertatii that llie paroxj'sms were neither bus. 
^^^^^nded noT diminished by the altered circitmBtoncOB of the pntlpnts. Ue found, 
^^^HlBl of tbe twenty-two, ntKni never had another paroxysm, /-"ir bud porox/Briii of 
^^^^^■Oreaaing intensity, and rii/lil hml tiulhlng but syni plain iitic paroxysms, counorled 



FIlENCIl PKIZK FOK QL'IMNE. 

leral laws of tlx^iapeutics more certain, tlisin the removal of a 
''ntrahle cases of ague by the use of cinctjona or qiiiiiine, given i 
the ordinarj' doses and by ordinary physicians. In Vienna, hoi 
ever, and elsewliere, where the disease is prevalent, tbe Inlinitesi 
msl doses of cinchona or quinine recommended by Hahnemann, as 
a necessary offshoot of his doctrine of " similia simiJibus," ai-e not 
found to cure ague liise the lai-jje ordinary doses of the sauie dn 
" In corroboration, we might (observes Dr Balfour) quote the « 
fessions of tbe liomoaopathists themselves, or of those who h 
been reconverted to allopathy. Thus Koff states, that this dise 
fan neither be certainly, quickly, nor pleasantly cured by the in- 
fiuitesimalg. Nay, he (£03) quotes avowed liomceopaths, Gix>ss> 
Rummell, (Egidi, and Hauptmann, to the same effect." *' What 
(asks Dr BuUbur) are we to think of a system, whose very foondi 
tion-stone is so unstable 1 For, as is well known, it was the a 
of ciuclioiui tliiit first led Hahnemann to ihhil: of his new theoiy,"' 



nitb slight inflamiuatlou of th(i muaous mcnibraiiea, which yielded lo aimpla 
phlogistic remedioij; three only were lit sabjecta for experiment, i, e, had esse 
intermiEteiit fever, preserving all its intensitj in tbe three i)t fonr paroxysms JI 
lowing their admiesioD. The remedy (the Holly) was given to these at GrBt in 
dose reGommendec! ; the iioanllty was then doabled, qiiadruplcil, and octupled, i 
out any appreciable effect. The siil|)hate of i[uinine nan [hen given iu the ordin 
way, and tbe puroijams were imiaeiliatelif slopped. If, from the day of a 
the remedy had been given to all, or even only to those who bad essential i 
□littent fever, we nonld have cunclniled, that it had pured Dinetcen ont of Cnentj- 
two, or, at leaat, eleven io fourteen, and would have reganled the remaining three 
cases — the only ones proper to test the remedy— aa exceptional ones." — See the 
Lancet for 1841-2, p. 107. 

' Britbl) and Foreign Medical Keview, vuL x^. p. 60S. Dr BuBhnan iugieni- 
oudy soggcsts to the homtoopaihs the following practical and peeaniary ajipli- 
oation of their infiniteeimal doctrines in relation to cinchona, — " Cinchona bsrk 
(saya he) is becoming more scarce every day, and ils market price, consequently, 
increasing ; while, from tbe greater intercourse of Europeans tvitb hot climates, 
th<3 neoesdity of obtaining this precious drug is also daily on tbe increase. Im- 
menas quantities are consumed by the French armj in Africa, where the cxpeiiBe 
incurred by the supply of quinine is enormously great Hence the French govenv- 
meat has offered a large reward to any one who may discover a cheap substitute for 
qainine ; and there can be little doubt, but that the happy discoverer would be 
gratilied with a share of the saving produced, which would amount to several 
thousands yearly. Being of those who desire to practise the sublime precept of 
returning good for evil, we would direct the attention of our metropolitan homiEo- 
paths 10 this point. The speculation is worth looking after. If a pennyworth of 
quinine bo sufflcient to cure, of intermittent fever, the whale world to the end of 
— the dilution becoming more L-fiii'adi,iis with cui'b gallon of fluid you add to 
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Second instance. — Vaccination and its Effects upon Small-poai. 
— Tlie bpcoikI instance adduced by Sir John Herschel of the power 
of iiiecUciiie over hnmaii maladies^ is the suppression of small- 
pox by Dr Jcuner's (iiscoveiy of vacdnation. Cei-taiiily It would 
be impossible to adduce a more striking instance of the triumph of 
medicine over the ravages of diaeaae ; for, if small-pox prevailed 
now as much in Britain amonj^t our present inci'eased population, 
as it prevailed among the smaller population of the last century, 
and before vaccination was discovered, about 80,000 individuals 
mould die from it annually in Sngland and Scotland alone; and, 
as I have already state<l in a preceding page, this single discovery 
in medicine, has probably already saved millions of human lives. 
■ Hahnemann and his followers allege, that the prevention of small- 
■ ]>ox by vaccination is a striking instance of the operation of the in- 
r&llible law of homccopathy.' But most assuredly it is not an in- 
u the slightest dcgi-ee in favour of that law. 
I In order to cure a disease, by means of a similar affection developed 
' a homoBOpat ideally chosen remedy, we should, according to 
Eahneniann, excite in the body, an artificial or " medicinal disease 
Diewhat gi-eaUr in degree" than the natural disease which we 
liisli to remove. {Organon, p. 41.) The physician, he elsewhere 



tuid llie ' saccosiioiu,' moreoTer, costing liltle — wby not become condiilateu Tor 

i French prize? Whj not propose to auppl; the French armj in Africa with an 

infallible remedy, costing leas than a fulhiag, and endowed with miraculniu pro- 
perties ? You cannot fail to detnonstrala the truth of your sjsleni ; the government 
cannot shut its eyes against the light i you will receive a reward superior to iba 
sum of jour united practices in London, and ica will have a happy riiidance of yoo." — 
ipathy and tht HomaopaUu, p. 193. 
I This (vBt'cination) is &n operation purely bomceopatbic, and one which, Trotn Its 
the prevention or a disease cxbibiiing analogous symptomx has been 
[ucntly quoted by our Great Founder and bis disciples, as one of the best illua- 
of the immnlahle la*," elo. — Di' Laurie's Uomigopalhic Domuila Jimjiei'ii, 
728. See ako Vieui of Uomtmpathy, pulillBhed b; the Irish Uomuropiitbio Boolely, 
But, it may be added, a hopioiopBthio physidan, Buiininghausen, " setu- 
lly proposed to present a petition M government praying for tbe aiifiprctsien ofvac- 
aa he believed it to be a fertile source of chronic disease, and be hnd lound 
that Thv^a (2U(lih dilu'ion) was a per/eel e}Micijic for siDa1)-|iox of tlio moil violuui 
oharacler, preventing all pouk-moikii." — Journal o/ Uiimim/yilli,') Tor 1S.51, p HSO- On 
contrary, Trinks, another ho inwupai hist, found in smsll'pox at Dresden, tiittThuja 
'of tbe slightest use."— /ii'i., p, 504. And Dr HenriqUfs states h<i bcllaf, 
specific for small-pox is known in bumii'opalliy."— /ti'rf., p, B03. Buuh 1i 
allrgcd " harmony" among tbe disoiples of the "etaniol, uticliaDgcublu, luruUtbln 
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l.«W ItV MitN-IIKOHIIIIIlin IIUH4MMI. 



iitovrviMi, "nffMilN llic vIimI r»n'i> In n NUniiKnr imiiiiiihi' )r_v n |uriiii»ii^ 
llial|)nH|ltn-a)ii|iM«i*H viTV oilMltiM-i Itiir «(n<r<>rrr,** (I*, IVM,}* WltMl, 
lnrWi'Vi'r, wo iimi a» » |)t'i)viitirlvi< uf iiiim1l-|M>x, iirlltli liil liiiM-ulnlkiii 
wIlU i>iiiill-|>«» (v»i'l«Ut|'Mi)ii'r iiriill<'liit iiHidiiliiii'iri willt •■nw^n 
(vHtwInull'iii), iIhi hHKIi'IiiI iIImidmi U iii>|, witiit !■ li,v{Mi|lin<l(«JJ 

I|I|||'«nI tijr till- l|l>l»<l<ll|llltl)l(l lllW, H lllVllUf 111- tlt-MflffHP tllwiiiwi tlHI 

■iiwll-|u>« liii'll', lli>«lilt<i, witi'ii Hiii(ill]iiiji iiitH'iilutliiii Wirt iili 
wiM v<<ry ft»iii<ritlly hihI txi'y •iin'ti»t\ilty ilnitolii t.ltt< liial oi'iiMiH. 
yvv,mX aitKill |rr>» (.Hill li.t* ■..•Mil l.iluly |>i'<i|mw.il lu 1m t\uw nppit\n\iy 
mtnw iikhIdi'I) jihyil<<|Hii>, ii* llraCniiliiiiil, (Iri'Mory, iitcl 'rmiiaaMiii), 
lliH ffiiiixly tliiii •■iii|t]iiyt>il lilil till) |iniiliii<ii ay III I III 111 IN iiii<t-i<ly timilur 
Id iiiiiill-|ii>ii Itnl ii>iTi|iliiiiii i<<niti,uit wllli ll, III t'lii't, lliii two <ll* 
imao* wore lilKiitli'Hl mill lliD «Hriii>. Tliti nfti't'i, ll'«ti]i||.iiililit In tJiU 
w«y III alli wu* iicl' i^fi'luliity nii i>lU>i<l uf lhi< liiiiiiii<ti|MttliIi' law 
»imiH<t ihiiilit'UM ouriinlurt—iii lllic imiikiI l>y lllti< i liiit ruHm- tt{t\i¥ 
l..,|.i>llii.> \„w III' l.iiH. y\t.. ipf llio <iiiii.> itUi-o xiiivil 1>,v Dim .aniP, 
ii"/willii •ii/wihf'U* I'uiniiliii:* Anil llm aHitin r>>liiiii'l« imiy Im i<iu 

ri.|i(|«i| III lliii |ii'i'«i<itl ji Ili'i- til' viK'i'lllUtloM, aooliiK lliul iiliiiiml nil 

|iiilliii|ii^lila iirx tiitw iif(i'(i(«l, lliiil ■iiiiill-|iiiH iiikI tiiw-iiua tin* li|fii(,|. 
I'Hily till' aiiiiU' ilUi'iiai', Willi till* iIIIIWiOikk, lliiil lli« miW'|i»R hu 

lii'oi "Illlnil liy imaalii^ fliroiiijli tlif Uiily til' llit> t>iiiv, Itnt. ,mn \m 

i»|iiiiiiiiiHiil H^iiln III thti iiiw liy i<«]iiiallifj ll Hilly In (Jm i'iilltN^»n 
iit'llllliliiM aiiiiill']iii«> 

III iniili, liMWxtiT, llu> {iri'Vk'iitliiii III' •niMill-jina liy iti'lillflul viifjo. 

l<iM..h iiii'l v.i.'1-liiiilK.ii, ili<|M>ii<la iilloMKllim' < 'Iimirtiiit liiw, (Wm» 

Hull III' »i,„ili,i ,imilihH» or ,i>:i<MlU ,i',iu<Mu: Ami tin- li.w 1. .„»> 
Willi wlil.'li lli.< iitil.li.-, UN WmII Ha III,. |.r,>r....l.i|i, liiivr Imiik Im>"ii liitt- 

iimU<. ltla>.liii|i1ylllU, -lliiin iillii<l(i>riiPi-|iiili-]U'HlliM'iilit.HKliriW 

ilimiaBi'ii, iiH iiiiniiilitn, Ni'iii'liil. I'i-Vi<i', liii<i|ilii)ci'iiii|{li, irlii^iin, i:|i<,, ^iitli^ 

i-iilly 'K'-ln.v., Il.i- 'Miiiiiii.l. ' IIIK till. lliJillHv III lli.>iii.llv|.luNl 

iiMurhi'il, t.> n iv|i«tl|.|<iii i>r llii< »iMiu< iIUmiino, I .|i,.i' w.ihU, (Imw 

iii-u niiii-ivniiTHil. iillmaliiiia. Wli.'ii a lOill.j U iili.irltnl, l)ii-.»iiiiti|>Iii, 



■ Haa iilli*ri|iin<«(liiiia IViiin III* "(Irnaiiaii" in ilmMma HirKVl In a tirvoaillni |iii|» 

(|(, BIJU), 

• MahiiitiKNiiii lilinnalf iii'ii'' Uian oima itinMiiull; Uf* li iIiihii, Dial (In tiuiiia Mi 
nwii wiiiili), " Mil tiitnui'iiljaililii ilirnlHna utvw iiralniiilail lu iiiira h illtaain liy iliaMm*, 
Iha bkHilmil \umwr \\f wlilnli Ilia illtrMa wa* |iriiiliiH«il i liul Ity naaii* i>r a niii(lii|iia 

i\iM I Hiwi Ilia piiullat iinwal' ■iC IihIiih nIiIii Im |iiii<Iiiiui n ilmlhir iiiiiHild Mala,"— 

(HmMi l-ur \VrllUiy;i).7in,) '■tttlw n^»\ <l»l iIih iw<i wnrn Hiil maroly 

..»'■ tMI„f\i\i{ iiril>«<"i'i*iiaiiii'i, I'liiniiijt \f liluiillunt, ll II rvaiili, ■fruiili'l 
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KAVAdUH AMI IIIIUK OF fl(HIUVT. 



iif^i'i^IHl', iiUikcki'O with 



ivl,. i 



tlmx. 'riiu |iri>V(Mitiiill of tilKMnli'F 
vimi* iittnrk ut' iiiohk^n, or tlio ] 
>i()iif> iittiuOt cil' «rnr1i't li>vi<r, in 
lir>iiia'>i)mt1ii(< luw, tlxit lik<' In i-i 
cvor jiniiimuiili'd mirli tin mili-ii 

()Uliil ill till- [ircvi-'iition ol' Hii: 
*miUU|Kix (vHrioliituiii,) nr of 
Uio (j{itirutuiti of that luw. 



II Ni-riiti<l 
I tliiii wiiVi liy ii. |in'- 
rovcntitiii of Hciu'lct fovov \iy u iiri-- 
iiionI. HNituiViily nil iontniii'it iif l.lii< 
,V(t Uy like. No l.oiii»i'0|mtlii"t cwoii 
iI.Ik .UtrlriK. >Jt'IihnM»itlir .10110 
ill-jiux Uy {jroviniiH iirtilk'iitl iiUuckx 



v-]>i)\ (vivcciiiiitioii,) any cxaiii|ili> 



TXtn/ iniliiiiiv, — I'rri'Btitum ntiil (-urf of Sfu-Spiirvi/ hij Ltmon~ 
i#.— Tliij tliiitl illmttmtioii iiiUliiwiU liy Sir .lolni lloiwlu'l, iit tliu 
ivuntinii nn<l eiirc of »i>ii-in'nrvy liy U'liioii-juiw, otc. In ii[)oiik- 
in|{ of tlio fonnt-i' rikvii^cM [iiiiiliiccd in our IIihiU liy nca*M'iirvy, an 
vom|)ai-L<(l Willi till' iin.>Ni'iit Ntati* of oil r iiuvy, Sir Juliii llorHcliol 
inrku : — 

Ilmtlly inlui'ior hi tlilii Ncour^t- (of Ninftll-pox) on litml wim, 
ihin tlic Inxt luvi'iity or i'ij;hly ycwM, tlio wiirvy nt wn, '!'!»> nuf- 
iiiKN Hint iloi>t.ru<'t lull ih'oiIik'imI liy tliin lioniil 'liHonltT on Ixinnl 
NliijiN, wlii'ii, HO a iiiatti'V i)f L'oniiH', it linilio <iiit \n{\nv ii fi'w 
tlin' \(iyii){i<, ni'i-iii now aliiioiit liicii'ililik'. Di'ittli*. In tho 
imiiil uf oifflit or 1(111 u (lay. in u nioiloriiUi HliiiiV rcini|iniiy t IkhIIco 
n u|i in liiiiiunockN, nnil wiiKliin^ iiIkjuC llio tlt»ck» Itir tho wmit of 
ii^tli hikI aiiiricit on thu |)iii't of the niirn'raLtli* Hurvivorn In I'lmt 
n ovcrliouiil ; iiiui I'vory liiriu of tuutliiuiino miil I'si'niciiitiiig 
nilM'ry uf wliiih thi> hniiinii frniiic In MiJ>c<>|itihlk':— iiK'h arc the 
liiotiinm whii'li tlm nut'i'atlvc'H of mmtlcal tnlvt'Titiii-o In ihuno (Jiiyn 



mtiiiuitlly oin-r 



ikIoi 
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r w'urvy, 



that 



I-IIK.1H 



till) vt'iir I7^(!, Aamirul llimitir vuiloil witli 



1 hIiIiin of tho hn« to tho Wcot Inili« 
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..'If, 



irl Ill t7H0, tho iiiiinlu'r of riui'D of ■ 
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107, ouf. Thorn nil' now iimiiy miripHiini i 
r w-H'ii tho iliM-aw',"' 
r lai'tn an- lii'ttt<r nKcrtnini-d ami i 



>iity ^ mi.l. i 



•til tim 



-tliat li<Tnnn*jii 



1111(1 llio 



mlly iu'knn\ 



of IWmh * 



'iilunt 



lltn mill vi-|i('tul)loN, fonii not only the boit |m'vi.iitlvi'i>, hut aim 



lli»lj ulNnltiinll'lilUxi'l'llf, II. A>, 



:*,M mmw o» »cva\ r oo kot causk it. 

llw liMt nnil mtMi ui-rrnin r-iin'« fur son-M-iirvy. No miui, I bult«VL'| 
liM nity iiim\>t tluit tli«- iiiii' df Ictii'Mi-juln-, or tliu am of fnmh uladt 
i«- fruila, wmilil cun- tmy <^<>ininmi Hiirnmplirnlwl vme ui'^rurvy. But 
tin man, m tiir nii I kiiow, )iu« vvKr iibturvivl tlio iimi iH' k*n)oii-Jmci 
imxlm-u till.' iliii'aw wliii'li it can tliUA cure ; though it <ni^ht to ilo m 
ii*U-ii mid ciiiikhtiitly. if lliL' hninH'u|iatijii:< law wort" n tnit?, " uneniag, 
iiifnlHhli'" law tut lluhm-iiiann iitid hli fullowcrR aver it to be' 

" Scurvy, Myn I)r Wutwin, i« infnllibly nnd rujiidly i-un>(l by tha 
lulmitiUtrnliqn rtrioiiion-juifn, ur uf ntbtir rri*li ft-iiitt mul vt'f[i> tobies*."* 

i*ut nRaiii, while tht- uw- of tW-jili nml flun^iiU'iit vi-^'lubIi.-o, lucb 
lU ouUi'l*, fruitH, (•!)'., will ulmoNt Jiifallitily ourt any t-rnnmoii cnM of 
iMiirvy, wrtaiiily tin- daily iiso of naiad or trulti by tho gittitinl 
i-iiiiiimiitity dticB not produce 111 thi'iu thwt disciiw, or any iDMrbjil 
a(l(-<-ti(>n or slato Hiniilnr to that dlHcaw- 1 and yet, I rcpfat, snch ■ 
diL't <jiifrtil III buvo siiL'li an offet't, |imviilt'ii tht-w wvtv nriy truth in 
what Iluliiirniniin tc-nim bix "iiifidlililc, ctitmid liiw iil' iiatuiv." 



Fourth tngtaiice. — Cure of fiaili-ij hi/ the exhibition of Iodine. — 
'Flit' last initanco montioned by Sir .luhii lIcrNtdiel in Hic tue nf 
iodtnu rii disciustng and rfnioving goitn- fmni tho niK'k or thyroid 
gland. " The nwult," Bayn he, " cstahltHhoa tl»L> oxlrFuinliniiry fart, 
that tliiti Kin^ulur MubKtaiK'o, taki-ii iw ii mtdlcirii', acts nilh the ut- 
most |iromptituclc nitd t'lierj^y on gintrt; di«»ij>Htiiig tho lar^^Ht and 
most inveteniti' in a short ttnn.-, anil iirtiiiy (i>t' foiirsL- like all ukhH- 
cines, oven tin* iniMt. a[i|in>vcd, with mm si on at faihm's) as a spodflc^ 
or natural llIltu}^lNi.■<t, a^inst that mlimis di-riinnity."' In con- 
flonaiice with the unerring law of homa<o[mthy, this drug, wliieh thui 
removes goitnius swelling of the neck, ought also tn [Ji-oduco an 
aHi-irtioii siniiliir t'l gipitru in the neck or thyroid gland. But 
tliongh pa-parutioris of iodini- are used most t'xtcjnaivply in tiiLidlcal 

' I am ftwnri-, thm on iliewptlosl urounils Dr Siovon* siippoio* IhnI th« lue of 
lemon- jiii<<B >hontil iirmlucie u<urvy, Hid ha fancied Iid had Men (ueb aii •(Tect; but 
1 boliovD timt nsilhtir bo iii>r niij una eUe HTsr really olinnrvml ilmt ilinnaiis to rMull 
froBt lh« 11*0 uf iDDivn-juii-D. Ucciulanallj' fciirvj iiiaj' have bnen iioeii ia lalloci 
wlio hod tioon aring ihs lemon-JulRO) but In iiutti inatnnrw tlie d'Jinrut qaBntll]> tft 
(|UBllt; of Ibe Itmon-jQiEe wa« tbe (i*iua;JusE a* tniall-puK will OFcaHlnnall]' noour 
aftw vKiplnUSuii, fram tha racolnatlon baing di>r«ative or (mperroct. But In aiuh 
cireuDHUncaii It wouM bo a wild and Btrnniia logic tliiit would liold llmt tha tuuI- 
nalion waatliti eiauf of th» (iniiU-pDS, or the lemon -Julcnwa* tlia rau>« ufthe wanj, 

' Dr Wawon'. Lmwv oa tlia I'ractlee of Hij«lc (1S4B). Vol, ii. p. (XT 
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prnc'ticL- fur otliiT (li«eanpB (utiout L,50,00() uf ioilinc ln'injt ninnn- 
tncturi-d miiiiinlly in (Jrcnt Itritniii for incdical piirpowH uIoiki), im 
tiiio, I bflii'vi', lin* i'Vi.'r hwii tlio ilriifi prixhico tliw iifroctioii, or luiy 
ufli^ctioii ill iiiiy ilof^roi! Nitiiiliir U> it, in tin- ni-clt or in tliti tli^Tiiid 
^liiiiil : wliit^li it im^lit rniiNl.riiitly t^i do, undor tlu'tw ciiviiiiiNtiiiuvii, 
if tikuv wuru triitli in lliu liaina^ipiUhic law. Wo aru tuld, linwuvcr, 
|jy llic lioinccciputi lists, timt sumo day tlioy i-xpci.'t to Hoe an iustuiice 
in which tlw) USD of ludiiK^ will coiiicido with iin t'liUrgcnu'iit ol' the 
thyroiil ^Iniid, or with Hymptoiiu of goitru. And t.lK>y nrgiiti that 
tlii* "coming" ra»v wilt provo tliiit tht^ action uf Imlino i* homwo- 
pKthit!; — ilhi^icnlly nr^uinfti i" thin nit in othin* imlnncoti, ihiit any 
■ucli rare oxoeption, proviilod it avor ilid oopur, oiiylit to be roroivod 
lu a ^onoriU niid universal fact. An wall, and as In^ically, mi^ht a 
n.tttiraliM. tnko It upon him to aver, as n gonoral iuw, thnt tnun was 
iii'tunlly II trt^hlu-luwdud animal ; uiid, in cuiifiriTiiitioti tif it, toll us 
iviii nmrcly w«itiiij{ tor nii instiUKU) of tho birth of mudi a 
BuniUTi moiiHlrosity uliowin^ throo liondH, btdinvin^ that lurli nn 
m would pmvc tlio trntli of his supjHiHud jp'iiorfiliKntioii. 
\ Ik'forw U'Hvlii^ this snlijcct, lut aw fintlier olwprvo, ihiit w« !nu'« 
Kiady found ]Iiiliui.'minui di'ditriiiK th»t " tho UK'iliud n/i u»u in 
trlnn can ncvi^r Ih^ of tho iilightufit luu to tlio pniutitionor, iind can 
ror n'voul unythiiif; ti'iio ajid iiKcfiil of tlut oiiriitivo powiM:s of citch 
idicimil ftubstuncu." — (Hw aiitoraidontly, p. 181.) Now tho turn 
( goitru by ludinu hui* imt, imd uiinnot he rovoaliMl, by any oxpcri- 
mlM on tilt' honltliy Hubjoitl ; hut hns boon ri;v«iik'<l, liko tho iiiodi- 
bitl oHV'cts of nmny otlior of oiu" principal dnins, by tliuir uw in 
nsoB nlimo. Wo know, from tho notitws of burnt sponge as a 
ody for jtoitn', nioutionod by Arnold do Yillonouvo and othor old 
pthor-i, that Iodine has been iiied in this form, from time iinmc- 
uriiUi by ttiiiHe lUK'cted with goitre in Hwiuerlaml, and in othor 
parts of Kuropo. Those snfferinfj fVoni it in South Ami>ricii seem, 
from uiodioal oxporionee, ti) linve tiisnueivd iilw tlm uses of matters 
oontjtiiung Iodine in the mime afltTtion. Tliu Ntoius tif n se»-woed, 
" ' ' out doulit i-ontuininp Iodine, have boon lonjt ehewed by the 
it< of South Ainoriea, under tho iiunio of I'lilo-ctito, or 
[oilro-Htick, wlieiMver noitro in pi-evnlenf. I nm irifunni'd by Dr 
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5 BY BIMII^RITY A LAW AT ALL? 



ami distant part-s of tlie world ; and their faith in it founded, i 
doubt, merely upon their experience of its good effects in the treat-i 
ment and removal of this disease in those affected by it ; from expi 
rimenta witli it upon the diseased, and not upon the healthy subjectjl 



The preceding instances, and they might easily be multiplied if 
necessary, are perhaps sufficient to show, that the al!e<red laiiversal^ 
law of similia eimilibus, is by no means infallible and universal, as it 
was and is maintained to be by Hahnemann and his supportersjl 
Hahnemann has himself shown, by quotations from various aullii 
that the law of mnUia eimUHjus curantur was, from time to t 
suggested by practitioners and writers, from Hippocrates downwM 
as one of the general laws of therapeutics. I have said enough, !■ ' 
believe, to show that it is not a universal law ; and I believe tliat, 
with few, if any, exceptions, all our most distingubhed pathologists and 
physicians entirely doubt if it ia even one of the lowest genm-al laws 
in therapeutics, or has in truth any claim to the title of a law at all. 
It would be a valuable general law, if it could be proved to be anch ; 
bat adequate evidence is altogether wanting even to that effect. No 
doubt we find that a drug, such as a solution of nitrate of silver, 
when dropped into the eye, will produce a form of inflammation of 
the eye, and that a similar solution is, in conjunction with othei 
appropriate remedial means, frequently nsed by oculists for the eiu 
of catarrhal and other inflammatory affections in that organ. Bui 
all adequate proof is wanting, capable of showing that the mere 
curative effect, which the medicine possesses over the inflammation, 
has ani/ connection whatever with its morbific power of praelucinji the 
inflammation ; or the reveree. In other words, we have no evidence 
that the drug has the power of curing, merely because it has tlie 
power of producing, inflammatory disease of the eye. There is no 
probable, and certainly no proved, relation of cause and effect between 
these two coincidences ; no more than there is any proved or prov- 
able relation of cause and effect between the fact of roast-beef or 
mutton curing the faintness of hunger in most men, because they 
produce a feeling of faintness in some few idiosyncracies.' In none 
of the cases of similia simUi/ius adduced by homoeopathists, is 
the sequence of production and cure a constant sequence. 
is always, as we have repeatedly stated, an exceptional, and < 



' Bee on this point the i 
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a i-are, coincidence oviy. But even the constanet/ of the si'iivit-nei- 
or coincidence, were it well marked, woold not necessarily prove 
the connection between the phenumenn to bo of the relation of 
cause and cflect. '^ Kight follows day, and day follows ni{^ht ; but 
night is not the cause of day, nor day the cause of niyht." 

To show this want of cansal relation in the allegeil cases of simiUii 
eimilUnts, let us take another instance in illustnition. Hahne- 
mann, and other homceopathists, often adduce, in supposed corrobo- 
ration of the truth of the principle eimilia sitnifihus curantur, the 
fact, that in " recent cases of frost-bitten limbs, frozen sour-crout is 
applied, and frictions of snow are used." — (^Organon, p. 100.) In 
tbis instance, the good effect derived from the fin;([uent frictions of 
snow, is not truly explicable on the principle that " like cures like," 
but is explicable on other acknowledged tlierapeuUc principles. 
The frictions with the snow do not cure the frost-bite in conae</uenc« 
of the fact of an excessive cold having originally produced the ft-ost- 
bite, as the law ofsimilia atmilibus prcsupposos. There are not two 
ids of cold. Cold as a medicine applied to a frost-bitten part, 
luld not, hence, be the application of a lih remedy, but of 
agent identically the same as the morbific cause. The huutcFO- 
patliic law, as explained by Hahnemann, maintains tliat tliu hk« 
medicinal agent must, as wo have ah-eady seen, be stronger in dt-grtv 
than the anginal disease. But the degree of cold of snow-frictiona is 
not greater than the degree of cold in a frost-bitten part, Parts of a 
healthy human body are seldom frost-bitten, till the tempernturo in 
them is reduced tiiventy or thirty degrees below the fretaliig [Kiint, — 
say, for the sake of argument, to zero in Fal ire nh fit's Ncalc. A i:|uaiitity 
of snow held in the human hand, and applied to the frost-bitten part, 
rapidly acquires a heat of 32° or above it, for it rapidly nieltjs in the 
hand. Hence the medicinal cold thus applied, is not, I repeat (as tlio 
hinnaopatliic law considers necessary), " gri'ater" than tho original 
amount of cold or disease in tlie frost-bitten part, but is iguitu tho 
reverse. In reality, however, the true explanation is ([uitc a different 
one from the law of similia aiiniUhiis curantur. It is a gcn<'ral fact 
or law, that when extreme degrees of cold or heat are njipHed to iho 
exiMJsed ports of the human body, the subsequfnt deleterious effect 
is greatly modified according to the degree of rapidity, or slowness, 
with which the part is allowed to return to tho natural Icniperaturo 
of the body. If the frost-bitten part at the toiriponilnn- of rent, 
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were sudtletily exposed to the temperature of a i-oom at CO" Fahrcd 
lieit, the part would, in coiisequcui^e of the ro-action produced, tnflaiiifl 
and perhaps slough and die. But when it is allowed only gradual 
to return to the natural temperature of the body, or the nattn 
temperature of the room, by tho intermediate degree of heat convey^ 
by snow-fiietions being applied to it, tliia mischance is ir 
degree obviated. In this case we see, that the cxplanfitiDn of th^ 
good effects of the soow-friction, ou the fi-osf-bitten part, is not re- 
ferable to tho apjiarent coijicidence of " like curing like," but in 
referable to a different law. And, in truth, the coincidence itself of 
simiUa similibits, is here, as in other cases, apparent only, and not 
real, — a temperature of 32", such as is produced hy the snow-fric- 
tions, being to the frost-bitten part at zero comparatively an applici 
tion of heat, and not of cold; and the instance itself is merely ft 
example of the common fact, that the apparent coincidence of sitnUm^ 
similibits is in this as in other examples referable to other acknow- 
ledged therapeutic laws. 

But, for the sake of ilhistrationj let lis for a moment take Hahne- 
mann at his own word, and let us allow that the application of snow 
to a part frost-bitten by cold air may, or can, cure the frost-bitten 
part homteopathicaliy, on the principle iimilia similihua carantitr. 
Then, according to Hahnemann's repeated tenets and opinions, two 
subsidiary conditions are necessary in order that this or any other 
homteopatbic cures be effected, viz. — first, the me<licine raiist be 
" stronger" than the disease,' or, in other words, the remedial dti^tree 
of cold must be "greater" than the morbific degree of it m the 
affected part; and secondly, further, lest the remedy do hai'm, and 
aggravate the disease instead of i-elievuig it, the dose of the remedy 
of cold ought, according to Hahnemann, to bo the very small&st 
possible dose, as a billionth or decillionth of a grain of a drug, and. 
consequently, an equal part of a degree of Raumur or Fahi-enheitj 
— consequently, a billionth or decillionth of a degree of cold low 
and hence " stronger," than the actual degree of it which has pro 
duced the frost-bite in the nose, fingers, or toes of the affected 
person, ought to be the amount of cold kept locally applied for the 
cure, homceopathicftlly, of these affected pai'ts. It needs, however, 
littlu thought or reasoning to predetermine, that tliese frost-bitten 
ports would only the more speedily be attacked with mortification and 
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^eath, if, when once frost-bitten with cold, they were Icept, for ciire, 
jotposed to the same or to a greater degree of cold, as the homteo- 
mthic doctrine requii-es. Will any disciples of llalmcmanu venture 
I show their faith in Hahnemann's doctrine of similia simililfas 
•antur, by allowing then- nosea, or fingers, or toes to be first duly 
rost-bitten by exposure to air of a temperature of zeixt, and then 
mbmit these parts to be cured bonwcopathically, by having them 
fetainod in a degree of cold, amongst snow or otherwise, "greater" 
md " stronger" than the tiatuml degi-ee of cold which pi-oduced the 
cost-bite, until (accoi'ditig to Hahnemann's explanation, p. 213) the 
medy " cause and compel" the instinctive vital force " to increase 
8 energy," so as to remove the orifiinal cUseased amount of cold or 
frost-bite ? No doubt there are persona with minds so confiding 
and credulous, and so heartily enamoured by anything affecting, like 
homoeopathy, to bear, though spuriously, the name of science, that 
I the loss even of their own features, or of their own extremities, by 
Hie mortification of the pai'ts necessai'ily following sucli a frost-bite, 
Would not curry conviction to their minds, however much it might 
mage and mutilate their bodies. Thci-e are others, however, 
irhom such an argumentum ad hominem would possibly convince. 

As a foundation for the application of the universal law, " Like 
rea like," in practice, Hahnemann and others have themselves, 
J we have already seen,^ taken doses of different medicines, and 
marked all the symptoms which they could observe in their own 
I'todies and minds for some days or weeks after swallowing them, 
hoping by the knowledge thus acquired to be able afterwards iu 
practice to select their medicines according to the principle of simili- 
tude. In writing down records of these supposed symptoms, pro- 
duced hy the di'ugs taken, they doubtlessly often, or indeed 
generally, noted merely those mental neiwous and bodily sj-mptoms 
which constantly occur m the human body without the use of drugs ; 
and more especially occur, if we have our attention set in watch for 
the presence and discoveiy of them. No doubt the desire and the 
expectatjon of these symptoms will ofien conjure up their occurrence. 
I have known siai]3le bread-pills act as aperients, as diaphoretics, as 
diuretics, as narcotics, etc., when the patients who used them swal- 
loived them under the mental impression and conviction that they 



' See Chnpler X., pp, 66-"' 



Iflft 



uiiKUcnPATnic rBorindfl or oRiioa. 



wvro iJnijg;s ealciiUUv) tu [irtKhitti ttniio njivcinl vftucti. In one com, 
with which I linvi,- Wrii math.' fu-'iiiaiRU-fl, Holivntioti and npuni^ guitu 
folhmvd lilt- n*<- of t.r.-ml iiilU— tlii- palit-nt W'lii;vili|l that his medi- 
cal attMiduiii wuA fxhihitiiig Ui him, what bo liocl exitcrScnciHl before) 
iin active course oi" mercury. ' 

Kahnvnmnn in all itnibalijlity took symptoms of ajfup when ho firrt 
eitpcirimi-ntiiliy UM-d the cinehtmn hnrk, litcause lu> expected, it' JiuL 
actuitllj- <hiiinsl, tht-iw symjrtoms to occur. Many of th« " jirovingal 
ofdni^ wi-n- mnilc hy Uuhtuimutin himself; uiid him count 
ItteiiBw, iiviT» thut Hulmomuuu'H alle^^ ayiii|il(imjt "mny all 
referred to tbihrit-ty, fasting, ill-humour, and aleepiueas, uausod hy 
continaed attention to — nothino, tnixcid with tliosc Innumersbli 
Mrnaatioiu which crowd ^'verv hour of our life."' 
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t t'aiin, wticn. B few yva.n ORO. Ihc ijuculion of 
«cho(il, bIiuw Uow mncli Uid kctian of [be bomiuv 
or liDaslnftr; rlfccl. Thctc cxpallmBfita cannliliiil 
lo oT Inert •utiAisncH. 'I'liua, for cxamjila, in * 
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c of Io« of valrr, nplionU, Inn iliirch unilru^ftni) pllii inore giva 
minatM after the (inl pill hkd beon iWBlluwdl, tlia fulluwlnft ■^mptomR manf- 
fcM«l tliclDwiTis ; — AnxiM]', pnin knd nTiD>«ln»i in [he ni^iia of ihe hoarl and 
thonx, ponpiration, with lii'st aod pruplion on the tkin. The Mtond pill appearoi) 
to aggravate theie ■ymptomi, with the addition of hlccaaK)i- She nflerwarde fell 
uteepi and m awaking was utoniabed to Snd ibs could talk in a lond (onn." Tbc 
eomplaint did not rerur. In another cote & man aged 4K, had oxhiblled In him four 
Btarch (rills, wliivh ho believed lo bo honiEnpathlc reme'lie*. " Half an hour aAer 
iwallo wing each pill, the patient ex|>erienoed anxiety, HonHof oppre«>ion, and (pitting 
of blood. Tho pillit vpre diicontinued and retumod on alternate dnyi during a 
fortnlgfat. Each time tbcj were taken they wore followed by opproHlon, headocha, 
•oceterntion of ptibe, diureeis, and poina in the limba."— For tboae and other caaM 
and experimenti, eea Wr Iit€» PamphUl, pp. lit, 13, etc. — For additional ilmllat 
obaorrationi on the mmtal elTecti of tractora, cic, etc., see antecedenily, pp. HS, SS, 
etc. Dt Forbea Wimlow in hie work on the " Preservation of Heftllh of Body 
and Mind," reUtea the following Initance of the fatal effect! aveu of a more ward 
or Dane upon the hnmin organiim,— " A weak-minded man, a olerjiyman, drink- 
ing wine in company, iwallowed (aaya Dr Winalow) a hit of acnling-wu, wbmi 
one of hit companionH aeeing him alBmied, to JncrcBBO hia terror, jiioulaily callad 
out, 'It will ftiiL up your howela.' From that initam ho becunie melandioly, and 
in A day or two refuaed all noorlahment. On lietng proiied to give a reaaon for ttiia 
refusal, he aaid he knew tbat nothing wonld go through him. lie was, however, in- 
duced to take a eathartio, wliich operated freely ; neronliolcH, he wiild not be con- 
Tinced, bnt that hia body was hennetleBliy sraM. and, wlih the exception of a lltit« 
broth, whioh be was frightened into taking, be refused to swallow anything, and died 
in consequence." 

' Dr Forbea' Review, ml. xiii. p. S68. See the prored dolnaionB in ■ | 
chapter, p. 77, etc 
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In lliosi' iixjii'i-iinyiitM or "]imving«," ' iw limy iiiv trniu'd, ii|]iiii 
ilni^H, t.lio iiiiiiii'iiHU imiiiLji'i' uf tlie Hyiii|)tuiiiN ntutoil to liu piMilucud 
ill lliti ImmiLii tiiiily hy ono tlnijti i« proontsolt'tliiit tlio mDiliejmiunt 
WHM not the chuhq of thean Nyiiiptoiiis. li*!)!- iiiHtaiicc, ll)!)0 iiyiii[i- 
touia arc rocorilod us tliu clFccta of mihikj doses of oysti^r-flhcll ; 1242 
oa tliQ ofibcts of tlio ink of tlio c-uub flitii i UiA m tliu olluctN of 
cliinii (i|uinitK< ;) U!)0 tlintlnct i)yiii]itoniii iim rwonliMl um pro- 
by [loHcii of coiniiion I'linrcoal, a milmtiinco wliitrli U ijiiito 
bliohiblu iiixl ilR'it ill doHi-H nf <lt-iu'li>MX, hut wliirli lluhiiomnnii 
lllt'fliti III) mnli-eii iiii'dirinftl hy tus ti'itiii'utionti. And Uk' 8]wcit]c 
iffuctH of tlio vai'iuuH drugs upaii tho coiiHtitutioii, um uvi-rrud 
I last Ibr loiiK ])i>rio'U. (.'harraiil, cnlocyiitli, uuil iilum jirodum) 
^ii|itoms for 40 diiya ; uiid Juhr ili'^ciihus, iiidwd, abovL< fiO dnigH, 
] otfo(!t« of which ouiitiiiuo tor ii month or lotif^r, the nUi^f{Dd 
■iilii dnriiit; thiit. timo boing, m nii^lit well bu oxjiccled, very 
nntradictory. 1'litis opium, bellailumm, cannahiK, ]ihniiphoruR, lend, 

A faw mnuthii ngn, I wni iiifurmiiil by ona of tha rooiL oaloonied iind dli- 
iKuUlioil af lUlng [ihyalalnni, cliat n iiailuiit of liii «»« IdiIikihiI to oqdiuII n 
iiKDptthiat or "pvai t«|)Ule," reitarilln|{ liar ahllil, whu wuh hiijialeiNily ciiilsplla. 
hoitiiiHi)wtlilst hulil onl ihft *lron|{*ii( pramlanH i>r ralUr knd nurfli and an lb« 
«r «■* • navlOB In hoRii*0|iRtl>7, *iiil aopptloal redardInK ita prlndplaa, tba 
icDopkthip phyilolnn toluntiwmd to ahow hur "a provlntt" lUat would nonvinca 
nf the truUi of lluhnomaiiniani. lie awalluWDil ■ glubula rroni bli ilrug-box. 
It on talklnn with llin tady fur a fhw nilDul«a, and than luddenly fall down with 
% ahrkk and oonvulilon* liksa jiaTann in o]illo|»y~tlia* tamporarlly ooiivlnelnB tba 
d»Uid«U niiithor tbat bam tt<o path y ponouad druga outually uapablv uf proiiMr.inf 
ajmptuni* llko the ayniptoma of epiloiray. Tbu houiiKopKililat cuiitiiiuod Iti Jtttend- 
uiM till lia had drawn ttam tli« daluJad pallunt a Urga aum in foea; whan tba 
pottiar, llndln|[ no b«iia(1t whatevor auoruc, at taat ariit auain fur ber uld pbyaioian 
ly Infbnnant). 1 do bolluTo and hopo that few, avon atnon|[ homa<npatblilJ, would 
I to *o dlahonournblu a ttluk m thia | fur I bollova that nnny nnong tlioM 
praoliao honia'dpalhy bavn (aametinioa nlth good natural talont*) auvli a au^wr- 
lulom, wondarlnu, Iran too ndantal, (ca-MiriicnUih oaat of mind aa ai*iually and 
totwitly to hayo Tilth tn Iti thoy aru hy natui'o nvntnlly Funatltuttd ao u apouinlly 
and almMI Irraalatlbly to orwdit and paironlM avarythinR partluularly extrDmo, 
Byitio and marvailouai iboy aro tpurluui liypor.phlluaophora who conalanily talk 
I write l(Ki— of ilia ni'uvailty of fotlowlnii ihu Ilauonlan mathod of Invoatlna. 
while ihay m ounatanlly and ayatamatiiiully (and it muy bo unwiltlujily} wt 
I Ita prlnclptut uttorly at dunanva. Ai uortainly, hnwovor, ibom arc otiior pby- 
ina wlio havo oiloptad, or all'eutnd lo adopt, iho lonola and pravlloa of Hatina* 
in, not ao much from ronvli^tian, ua Uucauae Ihuy lamniitnbly fullod in huuovm whan 
irvolnK tha mora dlHIuiilt and hnuourablo, but far alowar, pnili uf legltlmata iueill< 
and who Iiavo nu Mruplca In uaing humo'opathy, in any way, alinply a> a nian* 
Inounia and monuy— " !tim, tftif ti initii, tin naii ulla mwdj— miii."— ««« Or; 
n«iicirl'i L'iiod provlouaiy, p, .13. 
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etc., and varions other homoeopatliic drugs, bare entered under £ 
proved effects of each the power of producing diarrhoea and t 
power of producing the opposite state of constipation, Vegf 
charcoal, animal oil, berberis, cnntharia, etc., produce both drowsiitf 
fOiA Bleeplessnesa. Bellailonna, pulsatilla, nux vomica, etc. etc., 
dace both want of appetite and hiuif^er, or excess of appetite ; i 
so on with various other symptoms and various otlier i 
Under the very same remedy tbo homoDopathista thus enter son 
times long and contradictory series of symptoms. Thus, for i 
ample, according to Jahr, doses of oyster-sliell {cnlcarea carbonia 
cause both "quotidian fever towards two o'clock in the aftermx 
and " tertian fever in the evening ;" doses of this same drug e 
both dulnesB in the sense of smell, and exceeding sensibility in 
sense of smell ; both " dry coryza " and "fluid coiyza;" both p 
ness and redness of the face ; both hollowness and pufBness of J 
both dryness of the moutb and salivation ; both hmiger anidiata 
for food ; both sensations of burning and sensations of cold in the 
abdomen, etc. etc. etc' This superabundance of symptoms, and 
even of the most opposite symptoms, under almost eveiy "prova 
medicine, has one result, — viz., that when any one drug prodtq 
fas they allege many can do), 200, 50O, or 1000 symptoms,' 
easy (by a piece of self-deceiving casuistry on the part of those t 
fevour bomceopathy) to allego that they can find the 
symptoms or similia of almost every disease, in any remedy v 
is known, by the experience of ordinary physicians, to be useftitfl 
the treatment of that disease. For instance, if oyster-shell wes 
cure for 40 or 50 diseases, could they not easily find the priiicin 
counterpart symptoms or similia of these 40 or 50 dist 
the alleged 1000 effects or symptoms which the " provings" of t] 
drugs are asserted by them to liave produced? 

I doubt if all the known symptoms of all diseases, as Idd dovm 
our works of Symptomatology, amount to above a thousand in a 

1 See Jahr'N " Manual of Hama^opttitili: McdicineB" (Laudon, 1S4T)> under t] 
different heads. 

' Someiime ago, I read of a credulous physician convincing himself of iha tmd 
homteapath; by himself taking dosca of some bomreopathii: drugs, and findlnf^^H 
his ^reat " surprise," that EeveriU of the symptom!) irhich he felt were among ll 
already marked in the homraopnthic hooks nnder the two or three drugs he nM 
Would it not have boea infinitely more a matter of "surprise" if, amODg the n 
hundred eymploma cniercd uuder cai;h of the drut!;^ this sinipli' gcnttemi 
oenledon, he had n'i( found thp,'jm|itiuns which he fancied to be produced it 
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I niul llio »i>-('iill(ul " jii'nvinl" t'Ow'tM oC inaiiy iif tlii> dniKit iimul hy 
|.|lii> li(iniu'ii]iHtliiMii, piirtii'iiliu'ly uf tluiii- Ho-cii.llt<il ])u)y(-hr(-Ht dru^M, 
I u rlirilk, NJlux, ['liitrcotil, ii(;iiiiit(t, piiliinUllii, milphur, ott-. i>tc., coiiM 

■ eimlly lio nh rirran^ix) lu tu iiiiiiiiu iimni nr Kmn oniiiplutnly iiiuvt 
I dini'iiMt^M of t.li« liuinuii iVanw. In nil tliu, Iiuwovi'r, li(iiiiiL<(>|mt.liio 
l^rai^tilluiiorit iiiir«iio n HyHtoin ufniiiiilitudoH fur niorii imagiiiaiy tliun 
1 ri'iil i mid mill rukiiiluk'd, liy u HjiuriuiiN iiioilo of r«aNoning uiily, to 

MtitUly tlintiiKdlvKN of tliu cxUti'ticu of tliu fniiok>d HiiiiiHtmlo of ihu 

t'lIiH't.N (if till', ilini^ iiNt'il, tfi Out ilUoiMd ii^iiiriHi wliich it ih umoiI,' 

Ilahntitimiin and Imh iliii('t|ili>M muintuin, um a ^i^iiurul ]ii'inri[ilo und 

L timet, Unit vm Mimiild uiiil iiiuNl iluriv« (nir kiiowlnd^u of rJit^ HiH^ciut 

Imxdiclnril iiyinptiiiDM, or " iirlilli!iiil iIUuilklim" [jriidii(.'L'il Uy uiicli pur- 

I'tlL-uIitr drii^, fmiii oxpcriiiu-iitK witli it <m llio liuultliy liumuii body. 

■ ■ UtmuK'imlbg Ai'/ilM la Veftrinnfff /'inrf /(<•, — Himin unlliiJalMlla illmilplM of 
nUliTiunNnii hava alKiolnrl In iliplj liumiiiDpalli} to Tolarliiur]' |iruilloa, and lliva 
UHlbllihad iwiM u( allaBCil inimi. M tn iLiu liumati *u1|Jnct, tliwB ■o-oulluil Durei m 
BJBiKt dvUliinilj', hriwttvsr, onl; natural rpoo^iirlaii, ~tho illtoiuM, when cDdlng bvour- 
nUj, KalnB ibrnii|{lL itivlr nurnial (laun* tuivar<l« honlih, tuullf imliillunno«d and 
KmafrnKtoil by tho Inltnllsilmal tloau* o( ilniKi «ilill>U»tt lo tlia anlmalii. (Nm lit 
Uhiiilh'a Pamjibtul, |i. Ill, itii.} And llm |Mtruiii uP tliu valoriiiarji |jumiuot>atliy 
Uavn unirlulniil} ralltii Int" a ■trnri|tii ami urvrwIiHtriilnit iiiUUka In Hii[>]f IU|[ (u iiur 
Clatnaiiln anliiiaU i.lio ]irliu<l|il«i ami |)ruvliiii> uF Ilaliiiiimaiiii calailva rii ilie liunian 
^edy and human dlovaiaa. I'ut th«]t vxlilblt, »i iilli>ut lu valilblt, in iha iluh bona, 
Bew, duit, oic, druiii. lliH luvillcliial vttmta ur lyiuiiluinii of viliioli havi bum uu«r> 
B|Un*d iir "I'lwni" u|'un tli« hvaltby Iiumaii Rulijuut. Uimy madluInD*, liuwaw, 
nroduw (itry iIIwdb atfoula upun man tram what ilii>; [irmluiiu iijKin ih* lu*r*r 
Bw>''n'^i> •'"I Olffbritnt elTaiil* iiveu u|iim illlliiiatit ■|iuul<)> of iIii'ku luwur anlmali. A 
Bln>ll du|[ will lako with Imfiiinlly >■ niuuli aloga a« would hill u ulrunit nail | 
nrtilt* a iiiMii oan uiM</ tako »> mui'li iiliiniiil an would piilaoii aafaiul dug*. In 
Buo of hi* Harllnr cim}i, 1 1 aim* man ii, lilini-i'ir, |>iilni» out llila wall-known ttiM 
Mft iiiaillaltia* nut autliig allkn on man anil iHatn. " Horn* (b« olitarvaa) Mill 
Hiy, Ilia ad mini* I rai lull ut ilrnita to anlmala by tba niouih will t^rnlth aoino nar* 
Hkln raaiilta n'liiuKtliiK thair inadlnlnal aoilcm. Itj' no tnaatia I llow iiraatly do 
Hlalr liudlaa dlllar nmin oura I A pig nan awalliiw a larua i|iiaiillly of uu« vonjlca 
Erllhout Injury, and ynl man liava liaon klllad with flll«an graliia. A di>|{ liur* aa 
Bunm [if tfaa f^oali Inavaa, llnwara, and anniU tit mimkahnod | wliat man would not 
Bftfa diad of auith a di»u t llnrao* nal. It. whoo drlnd, without li^urjr. Yaw laavna, 
Bbnugh to falnl in man, Tiillan aoma uf our doinaatlu anlmala. And bow can wa 
Hraw o(inuluali)na rolallvu to tlio at'llon ut inndluliioa nn ninii, frinn ibair nlTiiola nu 
Hha liiwar anlmala, whim avan auimiH Ilia Intlar lln>y iiftun vary an niuih r Th« 
HWinacli or a wulf pulwuivd with numkahuod waa Found hillomail, but not that of a 
Bratt >"'! ■> amall vM, polaunud by lliu aama aiibaianoe. What oan wo InlVir Ihrni 
Btkr Carlaiiily not niuub, IF 1 may nui any— iinTHiHa."~/.a«Mr WriUmj; )>, Wt, 
KAa it In aiillL'ipailon uf tbia vaiurlnary appllualluii of bomuwiiathy. thtira la In Ilia 
Hufiwraw Appollimiriui," inuH, lhi< FoIIowIhr ijuealion putanddlaoiiaaudi— '■ Whalhar 
UUmaltunilJbaUvn) bv vuT«d by aama rvnivalaar— irmAri ihmoivUlln, \i, 141, 
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PROVINGS NECK88AKY FOB EACH PERSON. 



We have already bad oocasion to notice, tliat the mediouiaJ ( 
of varkms important medicines, as iodine, kousso, male-shield-fe 
etc., were not, and could not, be ascertained by experiments up* 
healthy individuala, but only by exjierimenla upon the sick, 
general therapeutic effifcts, however, of some drugs certainly could 
be, and have been, ascertained from their employment by healthy 
persona, as emetica, diuretics, pm-gatives, etc. But in oi-der thaj 
such *' provinga " and experiments on the healthy, as the hcmitv 
pathists speak of, could be of any practical value in the homcB 
pathic mode of treatment, it would be necessary also to ascertain 
what Hahnemann and his followers have forgotten to ascertain, that 
the same drug produces the same symptoms, not only in all different 
individuals to whom it is exhibited in practice, but also in the i 
individual, equally in the state of health and in different states 1| 
diseases. Often we see the same drug, or even the sai 
of diet, produce opposite effects in health and in illness. The h 
of food whifti was safe and grateful to the patient when 
will frequently, if forced upon the same patient when sick, ] 
duce nothing but loathing and nausea, or perhaps indigestion ad 
fever. Opium, which in the state of health, usually prodat 
sleep, will in some diseased states, as delirium tremens, feil, | 
a geucral law, to act so in its ordinary doses. Digitalis, sqni 
spirit of nitrous ether, and other drugs which fi'eely act as diurelji 
in the state of health, will fail entirely to do so in some states ij 
disease and dropsy. Senna, jalap, sulphate of magnesia, and n 
cines which act as purgatives upon man in health, often tail to I 
any such effects when colic and ileus are present ; and, on the othl 
hand, would have, in all probability, too great and dangeronaf 
purgative effect in phthisis and some other forms of diaea 
According to the homceopathic creed, "remeilies (observes ! 
Bnshnan) can only cure those symptoms which are similar to tlw 
effects on the healthy body. They cure them by substitutia 
artificial symptoms for the morbid symptoms. Such is the hom<B 
pathic doctrine. Again, cases of diaease are to be regarded a 
divi dualities, that is to say, made up of the particular sympto 
which exist at the time of observation. Now, as medicines c 
only cure such symptoms as are similar to tltei?- physiological eflS 
it follows that the effects of the medicine on the individual n 
simUar to the symptoms of his disease, otherwise no cure i 
ensue. But medicines produce different effects on different iiu^ 
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nOCTHINE Of dynamization. 



state,' gave no evideuce of the sliglitest inGxlicinal power on tlio buinaQ 
body."' This imaginary development of the medicinal powers of 
drugs by succussion and trituration, Hahnemann liLmself held. " to 
he one of the greatest discoveries of the age;" and hy these mechfc- 
nical means alone he fancied that the medicinal action of a grain ^ 
a drug may be most strangely increased, in power, or (to cite I " 
own words) "potenlized almost to infinity."" Dru^s, thoiigh ( 
luted in inconceivable oceans of fluid, could impait to each drop J 
these oceans a " terrific potency," provided they were duly succr 
and triturated at each attenuation. Hence Habneniacin solemDl 
warned his disciples against snccussing or shaking their 
infinitesimal solutions of drugs too mucii,* lest thus they potentl 
or dynamized tiiem too strongly for the safety of the ])atient. 
it was under the fear of addinj; too much to the strength and act 
of his drugs that, latterly, he advised the dilutuig bottle to be abal 
twice' only at each dOution, instead of receiving ten shakes as he i 
first i-ecommended. 

' As flior, cliarcoil, gold, etc. 

' See Organon, p. 315, and JourriBl of Homceopathy, vol. vii. p. M4, 

' Joarottl of Honneopatby, vol. vii . p. 444. 

' See oLaervations on Ibis matwr in a preceding page, p. 43, and foot-note. 

' In hia Organnn, p. 315, etc, HiLhnem&no deeoribea in the following temiH l{ 
amoiiiit of snccushiiioa and triinrationa which, in the preparations of drags, m 
necesaary duly to ilynamize or pntenrize ihem. When the mediuiue is a vegevM 
juice, "two drops (be liaya) of the frenb vegetable juice, nji]i|;led with cqiLnl perU || 
alcohol, are diluted with 9B drops of atcobol, and potenlized by means c 
eiotis (or ghskes of the containing bottle), whereby the first devclopmont of pom 
fonned; and this [iroetes iarc^peated through twenty-nine more pbiaU, each ofwll}! 
is filled three-quarters fall with 93 dropit of alcohol, and each succeeding phial iafl 
be provided with one drop from the preceding pbial — which baa been alrfiiBdy el 
twice — and is io its Lum shaken ; and in the same manner, at last the 30th develop- 
ment of power (potentixed decilllontb dilution X), which is the one most generally used. 
AUotbersnbstance^adapted for medicinal use, except sulphur— nbich has of late yean 
been only employedin the form of a highly diluted (X) tinctnca^as pore 01 
and solpburctted metals, and other minerals, petroleum, phosphonu, as 
and juices of plants that can only be obtained In the dry state, animal eabatanoa 
neutral salts, etc., — all tbcsp are Ursl to be poteotizcd by trituration for three hoa^ 
up to the millioufoltl piilvenilcnt attenuation, and of this one g^ain is to be dinolrfl 
and brought to the 30th development of power hy meana of twenly-sevei 
pliiala in the same manner as the vegetable juicee." — Organon, p. 31S. It is perbn 
almoat superfluous to remark, that when— as here recommended and practiced I 
hommopalhic chemists — one drop only is preserved out of the preceding a1 
OF phial to medicate the next, tbe 3Drb dilution of any drag can be attained bj ui 
only thirty phials of fluid ; whilst, oa tbe contrary, !norea>>ing as the attenaationa dj 
a hundredfold at each dilution, fourteen septilUou cubic mjIcB of fluid (see Ap[ieDdix j| 
would be rtrpilrei lo rpdiice a Whot.k sluylt 'jrain to the 30lh dilation. 
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DBUGa CUBE m ALL Dn-CTIONS. 



private aiid boapital practice, as observed when medicines are em- 
ployed on the bomtDopathic principle. But in answer to anv belid* 
in the truUi of these results of so-called metUcal " experience^'" tbero 
iM in limine one apjiarently in surmoan table objection derivable &ani 
llieir own 1a.c\s. Some homoeopath ists, as Sehmid and others, nse 
tlie homccopathic drugs in what is termed their 1st, 2d, or 3d diJn- 
tioDs ; othem, in their 10th, 20th, or, as Ualmemann, in their 30tb 
dilations, and, as we have already seen, even higher. But different 
homccopatliists further aver, that m the same disease they get the 
laine results, whether the drug is used in its Ist or 3d, or in its 
20tli or30lh dilutions.' And we truly beUeve they all do "obtaiu" 
the same results exactly, whether in the same disease they use very 
different infinitesimal doses of the same drug, or irifinitesimiil doses 
of the moat opposite and different drugs— because, after all, most nn- 

' For, " if ihe remedy giren be homcuDpathi^^Bllj' selei^teil, it wiU cure in whitt«TeT 
dilulion it waa adminiatered." — British Journal of Honunn-palk^, I'ol. v. p. 532. lii 
regard to the attonuation, dilution, dose, or polancj of an; homceepathic drug, 
Co bo admiDiatered in tlie treatment of disease, great discrepancj prerailg amoog 
bonUBopathic pracUtionera. " Tbere ia no homaiopattiic qaesdon (observes the 
editors of the ' British Jounml of Hom ceo path j,' in which there eziats greater dis- 
orepam:; of opinioo among the di^ciplen of Hahnemann. In fact, we ma; atmost 
saj, there Kre aa manf opinions OS there are proctitioneia, and each is prepared to 
prove the Boperiorit; of hiu own by an imposing array uf cases." — lb. p. "khl, " To 
some, tbis lariety of opinion and practice appears to be indicative of tbe untenable- 
uesB of Hahnemnnn's dogma ; but to aa it merely shows, thnt as long as practitioneni 
lemain faithful to the homo:<opatble principle, the; will meet with a targe amooat of 
Buoceis in practice uodcr almost ever; variel; of dose." — lb. p. 2^B. " The reason 
nnd prejudices of one honi<copalhist (it is stated in the same Journal), lead him to 
aftect the low dilutions, wbiis some plausible hypothcEis, or the example of the 
master, Induce another to attach himself to the higher dilutions, and each of these 
eiDploya, on moat occasions, bla favouriie doEes, and sees, in the recover; of his 
paiioDts ander them, the direct influence of bis remcdiea; while, if he ever make use 
uf other dilutions, he is always read; to explain &wa;, in bis own mind, the recoveries 
eCTected during their uae, and to ascribe Iheni to some other cause than the remed; 
administered." — Ih. p. till. " We are confidenE (observe the same writers), that all 
wb» have employed indifferently the medicines in all dilutions, would be greatly at 
a loal to delennine luAtc/i dilutions are the most efficacious, or to decide which 
ihey could best dispense with in some classes of disorders. We speak jast now of 
the scale of dilutiuna varying from 1 to 30." — J6. p. 161. For other bomtieopathic 
opinions to Ihe aame effect, sea anteriorly, p. 68, Dr Hempel's " Homcoopathic Pbar- 
loacopceia," pp. 39 and 40, In the "Journal of HoroaJopalhy " for 1851, Dr Blad^^ 
bai a long letter, tho " object " of which is (lo use hia own words) " to prove tlN^^H 
the vhaU range or dose, from the crude medicine or mother tincture, up to d^^^l 
highest dilution, is open to, and may be advantagcoualy adopted by, the homreopath|^H 
practitioner, and that in doing so, he strictly follows the teaching of Hahnemann ,''-^^H 
JiinrwiX, vol. ix. p. ^3^. ^^H 
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doubtedly tliey " obtain" nothing but tlie natural course and cure 
of diseases, unaffected by their suppositious and negative doses. 
There is, however, as we have, indeed, already seen, a difference so 
vast and tremendous between the same drug when used in its 1st, 
!!d, or 3d dilution, and when used in its 20th or 30th, as to prove, 
even in itself, the justness of tliis deduction, borne out as that de- 
duction is by all other facts relating to honiceopathy. 

To show tliis enormous amount of difierence in the doses of the 
saine drug as employed in the same diseases by different homceo- 
pathists, let us again remark that most homoeopaths use their drugs 
in the form of globules, and let us take these globules to exemplify 
our remark. The globules used by homoBopaths consist, as we 
have already seen, of two ingredients, viz., sugar (sugar of milk) 
and a medicinal substance. The smallest, first, or lowest, of the 
dilutions used by homceopathists, contains 99 grains of sugar to 
1 grain of medicine. This mass, filling about an ordinary-sized 
teaspoon, would yield a very large number of duly medicated 
globules. Supposing the one grain of medicine added, to be sul- 
phur, these globules of sulphur would, according to the doctrines 
of Ilalinemann, infallibly cm*e many chronic, cutaneous, and other 
ailments. But the same dose of sulphur would cure mfallibly and 
certainly the same ailments, according to the experience of the same 
and of other homoeopathists, if attenuated to the 1 0th or to tbo 30th 
degree. To make, however, the 10th dilution or attenuation of the 
in of sulphur, a quantity of sugar in proportion greater than 
le bulk of Ben-Nevis would be requisite ; to make only the 16th 
ittenuation, a qnanlity of sugar greater than the whole volume of 
the Earth itself would be necessary j wliile to form Hahnemann's 
principal and favourite attenuation or dilution (the 30tli), of the 
single grain of sulphur, millions of millions of millions of globes of 
sugar, each as large as the Earth, would be requisite. In other 
woi-ds, globules taken from a mass composed of a grain of sulphur, 
duly triturated and mixed through a mass of sugar equal to quiu- 
tillions of times the size of the Earth, — or equal to a mass fifty 
globes tlie size of the earth, — or equal to a mass the size of Ben- 
Nevis, have the »ame kind of therapeutical eSbct and healing pro- 
perty, as globules taken from a mass of a grain of sulphur duly 
triturated, and mixed with only one teaspoonftd of sugar. 
_ \V1ien such contradictory results are gravelj' and solemnly alleged, 
in connnon i-easiin s\ve anv cn'dit to the results at a 
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DIFFERENT DILUTIONS OF COFFEF,. 



Tbese contradictions, like every other circumstance connected with 
liomoeopalhj', go merely to afford new evidence of tbe truth that the 
very different doses and the very different drugs used in the treatment 
of the vciy same diseases hy different homoeopatliists, lead always to 
precisely the same ultimate results, merely because their iofinitesimal 
doses are bo infinitesimal and impotent as not to affect any disease 
or any case, either for good or for evil ; but — as far at least as medi- 
cines aro concerned — they simply leave all diseases and all ca;9es to 
then' own natural courses and prugress. 

Or, to pursue our last theme further, let us take another illustra- 
tion from a homoeopathic tiiictui'e or solution, as that is a form wliicli 
many honiceopathists prefer to the form of globules. For tliia 
homceopathic solution let us further select a substance with the pre- 
parations, eff'ecta, and powers of which, most of mankind and 
womajikind are familiar, such as coffee. 

This material, " cufea cruda, (raw coffee)" is, according to Jalir, 
most fi'equently resorted to as a medicine by homoeopath ists in the 
following cases: — in "excessive nervous excitability; excessively 
painful neuralgia ; evil consequences of a chill ; convulsions; symp- 
toms preceding small-pox, measles, and scarlatina; purple miliary 
eruption ; sleeplessness from nen-ous excitement ; intenuitteiit 
fevei" ; evil consequences of unexpected or excessive joy ; liardness 
of hearing; excessively painfiil odontalgia and angina; pains uf 
eliildbirth and over violent throes ; puerperal peritonitis ; cries and 
agitation of new-bom infants ; gastric derangements in consequence 
of the small-pox." ' JaW further states, that the dilutions or poten- 
cies, in which coffee or crude coffee is, as a medicine, usually em|)]oyeci 
by honiceopaths, arc the 3d, 10th, and 30th ; and that tlie effects of 
coffee last as long as ten days in some cases of chronic disease. 

To form tlie first division or potency of coffee, one grain of it 
would require to be duly commixed and diluted with 99 drops of 
fluid, or with a large teaspoonful of fluid. This constitutes the 
mother tincture or dilution of coffee and such drugs as are used by 
Schmid and a few other homoeopatliists. To form, however, the 
three attenuations or tinctures of coff'ee unuallij employed by ho- 
mcBopathists, according to Jahr, the following quiintities of fluid 
would he required. To form the third attenuation, one grain of 
crude coffee would requii-e to be commixed with 2080 ounces, or 



' Miinual of Hutucuopatliic Medici 



ITR POTENCY IH INFlNITESISlAl, D0SB8. 



2fi9 



IS g^illous of fluid. To form the tenth dilution, one grain of coffee 
would require to be commixed and diffused through an ocean, with 
I a volume of 1400 cubic miles of fluid ; or, in otiier words, with 
a volume of fluid equal to several times the size of Loch- 
Tjomond. And again, to fortu the thirtieth dilution of coffee, one 
grain of it would require to be commixed in a quantity of fluid suf- 
ficient to make billions of spherical masses or seas, each largo 
enough to extend from limit to limit of tlie orbit of Neptune. But 
according to different hoinreopathists, a drop taken as a dose out 
of a teaspoonful of fluid containing a due solution of a grain of 
coffee, or a drop taken out of the last named ocean of it, containing 
also a grain, is endowed with simitar therapeutic effects. The pre- 
paration of coffee would be equally, or nearly equally strong and 
equally curative, whether the single grain were diffused through a 
teaspoonful of fluid, ^or through thirteen gallons of fluid, — or through 
a quantity of fluid far larger than Loch-Lomond, — or through 
a quantity of fluid billions of times larger than the whole planetary 
system. Indeed, some aver that the last solution, namely, the grain 
of coffee dissolved and commixed in an ocean billions of times 
larger than the orbit of Neptune, would he of " terrific potency'" 
(to use their own language), and stronger even than the same grain 
of coflTee triturated and commixed with due succussiona (see foot^ 
uote, p. 264, for their nmnher), only with a teaspoonful of fluid. 
On this priuciple, one single grain of coffee ought to make a suffi- 
cient dose for many millions of generations, at least for such a small 
portion of mankind as the coffee-drinking population of Great 
Britain ; and the subject is one which we would recommend homoio- 

Ktliic members of Parhameut to bring under the uistant and anxious 
«ntion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and of M. Soyer. 
Homccopathists constantly tell us, that, setting aside all precon- 
ived opinions, we ought to give a trial to tiieir system, and we would 
convinced by the results d expedience. The same argument has 
always been used by att the abettors of every exclusive system of treat- 
ment — by hydropathists, liygeists, kinesipaths, etc. etc. Homoeo- 
pathic experience, however, has obtained the same results even 

' " This rpaiilt, so incomprehensible to the man of figures, goes so far thai we 
muit set boutidB to tbe Buccnesion progrees. in order ihat the degree of aitenuaiion 
T-balnneeil bjr tbe incrwsed poltncy of tbe medicine." — IlBlmemann'i 
r Wrilmjt, p. saa. 
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when the principles directing it, or supposed to direct it, were 
most ditterent — the medicines most different — and the doses most 
different ; hecaaoe in all cases it obtained the results of the mere 
natural progress and courses of humnn maladies as unaffected by drugs 
— the infinitesimal doses, wliethev billionths, or decilliontbs, or centil- 
liouths, being doubtlessly negative and nothingless.' For certainly 
very opposite principies have directed and guided both Hahnemann 
and homceopathistsat different periods. "Hahnemann (lately obser^'ed 
one of his followers, Dr Black') at one time taught that the (inliniteM- 

< Tha natural coarse and natural cure of a disease has, nhen the patient look 
hommopuhic i^mgs, or no medicine al atl, been sometimea dishonestl; vaunted as a 
wondroul wiedkinal effect, particular!; if there bad been previously aoj doubt abunl 
the Irue character and apontaneouii cnrabilily of the affection. It was thus, for 
example, in the famous case of Field-Marahall Radetsltj, — tha protended hom'vo- 
psthic core of whom, waa received seteral years ago, with " songs of triumph in 
the drawing-rooms, as welt as in the literary and political journals" of Ausiria, 
by the homocDpatbisis of that country. Hadetsky hud aa attack of rbeumotie 
peiiorbitia, ending In suppuration of the orbital cellular lissne. The actunin- 
lalion of pui) in the orbit pushed forward the ball of the eye ; and it whs found 
difficult or impoBBible (aa has often happened in such instances), to determine accn- 
rately in iliagnoais, whether the prutrusion of the eye was the result of carcinomatoiu 
disease behind it, or merely of an accumulation of pus behind it. When Professor 
Jaeger saw the case he was in doubt upoa this point, but leaned lo the opinion of 
Frofeesor Flarer, thai it was carcioomatouB. At last, the true character of ibe 
disease was fully decided by the retained pus escaping, and by the eye in consequence 
speedily receding back to its naturul position. Radelsky's boily physician, Dr 
Hartang, waa, however, a homieopatbiBt, and treated the tase homnjopalhioally with 
ten or twelve different hnm<Eopathic drugs. This physician, who hod an opportunity 
when the matter escaped, of seeing at once that it was an orbital abscess, and not 
carcinoma, officially but dishonestly continued to speak of the case as one of carciaoma, 
and declared the reduction of the so-called carcmomataas eye to be the result of bia 
drugs. He took means to prevent Professor Flarer of Pavia having a sight of the 
eye after Che abscess bad burut, —apparently least the falsity of his misrepresenui- 
tiona abanld have been at once detected ; — and, lastly, he sent to the priticipal Ger- 
man Homceopatbic Jonmal, — tbe "Hygieaof Carlsruh," a drawing and description 
of this alleged great homccopalhic cure of incurable carcinoma of I he eye. Bat tfas 
homceopathic editor of that journal, Dr Griesselich, saw the dishonest character of 
the case, and refused its insertion. "I received it" (the alleged, but unime 
drawing of the dixeosed eye), wrote Griesseliq)i to Professor Jaeger, "along with ■ 
piece of bomhoat, inviting me to insert it in my journal ; but I cannot afford room 
for things so contrary to sound pathology," The cure in this, as in many similiir 
■□stances of orbital process, was effected by nature leading on to the spontaneous 
evacuation of the retained pus ; and to report it, as Dr Harting then and afterwank 
Bmciously attempted to do, as a cnre of incurable caroinoma by his inSnitesimal 
doses, was an act strangely and painfully reflecting upon the honesty of bomceopathjr. 
(See a full and interesting accoant of tbia cose, by Professor Jaeger of Vienna, ia 

e MoRiili/ Journal of Medical Science for February 1853.) 

* British Journal of Uomucopathy for IS51, p. 335. 



CONTRADICTIONS OF HAHNEMANN AND HIS PDPILS. ', 

mal) dose should never be repeated ; but on reading the Bu^estio 
^gidi, he recommended the repetition of the dose. He afterw* 
limited the ejitreme dilution to 3U as the best ;' but as far as oral 
tradition goes, it would seem in liis later days that he went beyond 
it. He wrote an essay on coffee, to which he attributed almost all 
the ills that flesh is heir to ; twenty-three years after this, he wrote 
his ' Chronic Diseases,' and these ills are most ingeniously and 
with great research atU'ibnted to psora,* syphilis, and sycosis. He 
taught that chronic diseases ought to be treated solely by the 
homo3opathic remedies appropriate to the miasm wliich caused 
them, and that they were to be administered internally ; yet in hia 
late years he sanctioned the extirpation of schiiTous tumours." We 
have already seen (p. 115) that in later life Hahnemann averred, 
in his usual tone of dogmatic infallibility, that "the treatment of 
chronic diseases was inoanably unsuccessful" before his discovery 
that itch was tlie cause of seven-ejghths of these diseases; yet he 
himself asserted as positively, ten or twenty years before that sui>- 
posed discovery, that he himself " had cured the most severe chronic 
diseases." If the firat of these assertions be true, the other, of 
course, is not true ; or tlie reverse. Indeed, in the first six volumes 

' For adapting the 30th dilution as " the best dose" in all cases, Hahnemann nrgea 
u a reaaoD the necessit? of baTtng soTnelbing at least fixed in honxEDpathy, where 
nothing trul; ia Hied ; for if the 30th dilation weic used liy all, " then," eaya he, 
"our enemies will DOt be able to reproach us with hBring nothiri} iriXEti — no 
nonnal standard." — ttiter Writings, p. 859. 

■ At a diacdssiuD on Psoia or Itch at the Hahnemann Medical Society in DecembiT 
1850, Dr Dodgeon, the learned tranalalor of Hahnemann's Urganon and Leaser Writ- 
ings, stated as his belief that Hebra had proved the itch-insect or acanis was "the 
30& propagator of itch, that if it was removed the disease ceased, and that the insect 
was generally conBned to the bands, wrists, forc-arins, and ankles." " The eraptiOQ 
{he staled)^which appeared in other parts of the body waa canaed by the scratch- 
ing of the patient ; and if the insect were removed by any method from the parts in 
question, the disease ceased." Dr Dudgeon subsequently remarked to the Sodety that 
he "believed that Hahnemann did not admit hereditary diseases, but bad stated that 
nob persons as had chronic diseases, miibt at one time of their lives have been in- 
fected with gtnuint ild." (^Bnlieh Journal of Ilonueopathn for 1851, pp, 3*7 aud 388.) 
In previous pages (pp. 24 and 115) we have already seen that Habnemaan bad 
"proved" (as some of his followers term it) that this " thousand-headed monster of 
diseMe," Itch, was the real lurking cause and origin of abont seven-eighths of all 
the chronic alTections and maladies to which mankind arc liable. See lists of the 
"inaumerable forms" of diseases produced by it at pp. 24 and 25. Hence, according 
to the view of itch qaoled above, all human beings who suffer under any variety of 
th we "iunnmoroble forma" of chronic disease "mual at one time of lliar lives have 
Hnen infected with genuine itch ! " 
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of the " Honioeopatliic Archives," as pointed out by Kopp,' all 
chronic diseases are described and declared by HahnemaDQ ami by 
his disciples to be easily and permanently cured by ordinarj- modt- 
ciiies ; but in the Geventb and following volumes all chronic diseases, 
except those arising from sypbilis or sycosas, are strongly and posi- 
tively declared by them to be only capable of being either easily or 
permanently cured byantipsoric medicines; for the "infallible" psom 
theory, and origin of chronic diseases was at that date first brotight 
into vogue.' And though it is an infallible law, we sec different 
homoeopaths treating also acute diseases on very opposite ])rincil)Ies 
and by very opposite modes of homoaopathic diiigging. Thus, for 
example, Hahnemann held aconite to be of use principally or only 
in pure inflammatory fever, pneumonia, and one or two other di»- 
ordei-s (see foot-note, p. 208) ; but many homceopathic ladies and 
physicians use it indiscriminately in acnte and even chronic diseases 
of all kinds, and so commit, according to Mr Everest, "most 
extensive mischief" with this drug. Yet Dr llempel, a homceopathic 
practitioner at New York, seems to use aconite as his " chief if not 
only specific for almost all the thousand ills that flesh is heir to." For, 
according to Dr Hempel's work ("Domestic Homa?opat hie Physi- 
cian,") in almost all affections, " from nettle-rash to consumption, 
from toothache to apoplesy, aconite is the prlnei]ia[, the best, the 
infallible remedy."" Whether Hahnemann or Henipel are right, 
we must allow bomoeopathists to decide ; but such is the contl'adio> 
lory natm-e and result of homceopathic experience, and of the prac- 
tical working of the alleged "infallible" law. There is the eanie 

' See hia DeulUurcIigkeiten in der Arztiithen Prniis, Bd. ii. 

■ lo his " Chronic Oiscaaes," toI. 1. p. 11, Ilahnemann statea it as his opinion 
that all diaeaaea cured by anti-psorics are (has proved bt/ llie ejects of trfatmant 
to ariie from psora or itch. Then, if this logic be true, Ayaeaterj, according to 
Kopp (p. 422) must Briae from syphilis, beoauaa it is cured by msny with inercarid 
prepsraliona — and mercory being the Hahnemannic specific for all ajplriiiiic diaeaaei 
— as antipaories are for paoric diseases. And jet it would Le hard lo suppose that 
every patient, male or female, boy or girt, who had a dysenteric attack was labouring 
under ayphilitic diaease. nahuemann himself aometimea when taking upou him his 
characteristic asseverations of " infallibility," TorgetH that bis own alatemcnls are not 
in accordance with bis own piinciplsa. Hahnemann iaya it down, that suioid«l 
melancholy is truly paoric, and is only to be cured by antipsoric remedies; yet w« 
ha«e aeen him in a previona quotation (p. 04) declaring that the mere smelling «f 
a quintillionth of a remedy which is not antipsoric — namely, gold — will instantly 
cure a patient labouring under this psorlc diaeaae.^See Kopp's Work, vol. iL p. 378^ 

' Jleview of Dr tlempel's work, in Journal of Homoiopathy, voL Ix. p. 3£Uj. 
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constant discrepancy traceable as to homoeopathic ea-perience in the 
treatment of individual diseases. Thus Dr Hausniaiin maintains 
that arsenic is the true specific for typhus abdoniinalia;' while 
Dr Wurmb, another homccopathist, maintains that arsenic is of 
no use whatever in that disease. According to .Bonninghausen 
(see p. 249), ih-uja is a "certain specific" for small-pox. Accord- 
ing to Trinka, etc., it is not of the slightest use in small-pox ; and 
ao on with regard to the remedies proposed in measles, dysentery, 
and in fact eveiy other acute disease. Many different homo^o- 
patliic specifics, for instance, have, in accordance with the " infalli- 
ble" Jaw of hommopathy, been recommended in croup, a disease 
wliicli, in its most common and spasmodic form, is usually speedily 
enough removed without the necessity of any direct dnig^ng 
at all. Dr Viettinghoff, a homccopathist, enumerates a long list of 
upwards of thirty homampathic remedies^ recommended by dlfierent 
hoinoGopathic pliysicians in croup. But Di* Viettinghoff adds, that, 
in despite of all these thirty and odd' remedies, homa3opathy still 
stauds, in his opinion, in want of a secure treatment of croup ; and 
some honiojopathists maintain, it would appeal', " that the homoso- 
pathic principle is not appHcable to true membranous croop at all."' 
Dr Flclschmann holds that a pneumonia which is not curable by 
phosphorus alone, is as yet incurable by homceopathy; other homceo- 
pathists, however, declare they can cure pueiunonia by other homcco- 
patliic remedies; and instead, too, of only giving one remedy at 
one time, they cau cure it by alternating five or six times a-day 
different homceopathic remedies, and thus making a commixture of 
them. Fortunately, as we have seen in a preceding chapter (p. lO.'t), 
the infinitesimal doses of phosphorus, and the infinitesimal dosea of 
other commixed homiEopathic remedies, allow the disease to pur- 
sue quite uniiitciTuptedly its usual natural course towards re- 
; this and other acute iuHamniations^ ha\ing spontaneously 






'Oesier: ZeiMohHfc t'iir HiimcEopathie, lal. li. p. lis. 
Bee [hen] all enamcrated iii " Janrnal of BomoKipathj," rol. ix. p. 462, 
1 The HahaemaDn Materia Mcdioa, p. 44. 

' Id a preceding chapter (p. 108) tliis faol has beensnflicienllf illiistratod wilh regard 
10 Pneumonia. But il ix true of ulher itcute iiiflnintiiiilioua. " FeriuHrditlii (ob»iVes 
Dr Jaubion) isca11<?il a vtry ratal diicaac ; Peritonilis the name; Pletiritis oCleti ibe 
Bitme ; Gnsiritis the sams ; Eiyiipelas the same ; and jet, in truth, Mr Loms, during 
«tght or ten ;ean, pab-eed entirolj ia haspitaU, making daily autopsies, h»x nevrr, or 
nn; one o( iheao bj' itself fatal id a subject prcviuiuty henlthj ; 
ksnnl t have heard him, from lime to lime, oniiounce these Inwa 
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tljis fortunate tendency, HomtBopathic ej^perience, then, is not q 
tainiy sach ss to tempt any man who actaully studies the suhjet 
test the system for Iiimaelf by trials. Besides, seeing as we 
some of the last paragraphs, that the different schools of bomoeopatl 
— those tliat use the high, and tliosc that nse the low dilations, and 
who consequently employ means that are certainly not identical, 
yet get the same identical result — oi-dinary physicians^ might 

[ huve doubted ; liul on reference to my note-book and my memoiy of ind)*(dnd 
eniea, I have found that my axperientu uoiDcided with hiB."— i/«noirs cf Dr Jatau 
Jaehon, Boston, 1845, p. I6B. For examples of the occasional sponlaneonsciueof 
the form o! intestinal inflammation conatiluting acute dysentery, see Dr CimaiUBg^ 
interesting "Notes of a Wanderer," p. 3TB ; Dr Smith in "Edinbm-gh Medicsl and 
Bui^caljuurnal," ToL Iti., p. IGO; &c. 

' I hftre been privately informed by different pTBctitioners of Ibeir being induced, 
by different circumstances, to try fairly and uoprejndicially, in safe and appropriate 
cases, the effects of hoiDicopathy, and of their experiments always ending in seeing^ 
DU reanlla nhatever, — good, bod, or indifferent — the diseases experimented on alw^i 
paTsniDg their own natural course*, without being in any way influenced bj the in* 
fiaiteaimal bomtcopathic doses. In the " British Journal of Homoeopathy " foT 
January 1B5Z, p. 159, there is given a quotation from a pHOiphtet of Dr Stewart's, 
Bccnaing me of practising homieapathy iu one instance ; aud I aatice it, not for thai 
reason, but to gire it as a specimen of the unecrupulons assertions published regard- 
ing homceopatbic cures and homtEopathic practice. The quotation is as follows 9— 
" Towards the close of last winter's session, when Dr Anteth, of Vienna, wu in 
Edinburgh, he was in the hahit of attending Dr Simpson's lectures. On one occa- 
sion, in Dr Amelh's presence, I recollect that Dr Simpson told his class of a case of 
Tomiting during pregnancy then under his care. He had launched forth in ancces- 
sion all his allopathic Bppliaucee — opium, naphtha, prustic acid, etc. (I forget if 
chloroform was also used), bnt without relieving the patient. He had either taken 
Dr Arneth to see it, or had i«ld him about it, and the latter recommended him t« 
try either a quarter or half a grain of ipecaounnhn, I do not recollect which. Ho 
acted upon this suggestion, and with decided good results." The ca£e here referred 
to was one under tbe care of Dr Myrtle. At the strong recommendation of Dr Aiuelb, 
who was with me at the cousnltution (and nbom I did not know at that lime to be a 
practitioner of homwopatby), the patient gut halfa grain of ipecacnanba ; hut instead 
of producing " decided good results," aa Dr Stewart allegei^, it made the patient vsrj 
decidedly worse, and had to be speedily withdrawn, as Dr Myrtle can testify. Bui 
mark further the progress of a homteopathic case. In the " British Journal of 
Homa'opathy" for January 1652, it is averred simply, though erroneously, that ihetiee 
of the alleged homoeopathic remedy, ipecacuanha, was foUowed "with ilrdded fftiod 
ranJlai" notbiDg more. In the same Journal, however, for July 1853, p. 468, tits 
same case is again referred to ; and now it is deliberately and quietly slated, aa an 
actual homceopathic fact, that this was an instance of vomiting in pregnancy 
" which he (Dr S.) could not ocbe nutll he gave the patient reiy small doses 
of ipecacuan, wkereiipoa Ihe vomitiny ceisf.d." I have merely to repeat, ia th« 
name of Dr Myrtle and myself, that, npon tbe use of the ipecacoAn, the vomiiin^^ 
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well excuse theinsclves from making any trials, additional tn those 
the liomccopatliistB have themselves made and published, and the 
decided evidence of which against, instead of in favour of, homoeo- 
pathy, we have already fully considered in Chapter XII. Such 
trials, however, might have been made to a greater extent than they 
have been. But we are not, either, so entirely without their evi- 
dence as liomtEopathists assert ; and conducted, too, under the eye 
of some of the best medical observers. Dr JIarsden, a homosopathist, 
speaks of Professor Andral of Paris as termed " the Prince of phy- 
sicians, from his talents, observations, and practical studies." All 
gladly acknowledge him to be one of the most conscieutious, honest, 
and able of medical observers. Some years ago M. Andral, calmly, 
for a time, put horaceopathy to the criterion of experience in one of 
the Parisian hospitals, when its claims were brought before the 
French Academy of Medicine. " Homceopathia (says Dr Pemra) 
has been fairly pnt to the test of experiment by some of tlie mem- 
bers of the Academie de Medicine, and the result was a failure. 
Andral tried it on 130 or 140 patients, in the presence of the 
homoeopath ists themselves, adopting every requisite care and pre- 
caution, yet in not one instance was he successful.'" 

In describing the results of bis experiments to the Academy — 
" M. Andral miA, he waa decidodly opposed to the projoct of allowing the 
liomiCDp&tlis a (iispensar; : humanity should not be triflod with b; the experi' 
neiita of these people. lie hitd giren their sjatem n fair trial ; he had treated 
above 130 or 140 patieals homceopatbicallj, in preaenix of tlit HahntiilanniaHt 
liemsflivs, M. Guibourt had prepared the mediclDca; and every requisite care and 
precautioD were duly ohserved : jet in not ooe instance was ho succosafat. He had 
tried TariouB eiperioieiitB on hia own person, and several other profesaianal friendii 
had followed his example, in order to ancertain Ihe aclusl effects of the homcGopathic 
doses ; bnt the reaulta were not as Huhnemann and hia diaeiples described them. He 
(M. Andral) had taken quinine in the prescribed globalca, huthad contracted no in- 
termittent ferer ; he had taken aconite, bni without being affected with aymptoms of 
plethora; sulphur he took, to try U he should catch the itch, but he caught nothing; 
neither, npon swallowini; oertam globules of arnica, did he feel pains as if he had 
BDlTered contusion : andtto with varioua other KabstanueB which he and bis friends took 
in obedience to the H«haeraannian precepts. With respect to the attempt to cure 
disease bji this method, he said that in everj instance be was obliged to return to 
allopathy, inaamuch as under the homcaopathic treatment the iijuiptonu) went on 
from bad to worse."' 

Notitres of some other public and hospital experiniciitsi on homa?o- 
fjflthy have been publislicd. 



' Materia Medico, vol. i. p. 144. 

'From Speech at tbp Academie de Mc^decine, reported ii 

■ette," Tol. XI. p. 9Sa. 
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" A Germon hoaiajopathist Cobscnres Mr Leo), practising in Bussia, waa intesieii hj 
the Grand Duke Michael with rail powers to prove, if possible, bj a compaiisoQ of 
IkcU, the Advantages of homoeopathic measures over the ordinary modes of treatment; 
and a certain number of paiicnia in the wards of a miliiar; hoipital icen; Inlrufted lo 
his care. At tlie espiratioo of two nonihs, however, he wan not permitted to prowed 
farther. For ia comparing results, it was seeo that within Ibis period, out of ik7 
parents treated by the ordinarj means, 3G4, or three- fonrths, were cured, and none 
died; whereiu b; the homa'opalhio method, tried on I3S patients, one half wer* 
cured, and five had died."— PompAisf on HumieopaSiy, p. 9. 

The Russian Government, it is further stated by Dr Lee, trieJ 
in two hospitals the comparative treatment of a number (^ pativDts 
with hoiiia?opathi(; globules, and a number of other patients with no 
drags of any kind ; and the results were Rtnnd very einular in botb 
instances. 

A commission appointed by royal order at Naples to superintend 
the treatment of a number of hospital patients by homoeopathyj re- 
ported as the result of tbeir observatloDS — *' 1st. That the homteo- 
patbic treatment produced no effect; and 2d. That it had tha 
serious inconvenience, in several of the patients, of preventing the 
employment of remedies by which they might bo cured."' 

I have in my possession a letter from an eminent London phy- 
sician, one whom, I believe, the liomoeopatbists themselves woold 
acknowledge t« be a most accurate observer and reasoner, and a 
man of the most disinterested candour. He for some time watched 
and studied, in the London Iloma-opatliic Hospital ' itself, the evi- 
dence to be gained for or against liomceopathy, in the results of the 
treatment of the sich under the Habnemaunic doctors attached ta 
that institution, and his conclusion, he writes mo, is this — " Every 
thing in it, and out of it, fully confirms the liew, that, as to practice, 
homoeopathy is tndy a nonentity ; it is lilerallff, as your author IIiic 
saya (see p. 86), the stoallowing 0/ names only." And most tnily, 
when patients swallow only the decillionths, octilHontlis, qnintillionthst 
triUioutlis, etc., of n grain of drugs, they, like the ignorant self-duped 
patients of the Tartar physicians, are, in reality, content w ith swallow- 



' Edwin Leo on Homceopalhy, p. 1 1, where son; 
are given. 

' There are two bmall homceopatliio, and 1 beli 
The worthless character of the medical obacrvi 
Bounced in the following terms by ooe of their own organs, the 
Times ;" — " We have in London two hoinmapalhic hospitals 
usefulness, the other nnlUrying its own labours ; the one cruEliiitg 
other rendering its statistics useless, flowing from an udulleraled si 
in iLe M--d!cal T!m«, for July 3, ^Hr.% p. 24. 
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iiig tlia N.UIE3 of their drags only, for Buch pretended doses are 
iissaredly nothing more. 

Many a lady Hahncmannic practitioner has, howevor, I have 
no doubtj her own iiifalliblo homroDpathic experionco to adduce 
in contradiction to that of these physicians. But let such listen for 
a moinciit to what homceiipathic medical practitioners themselves 
think of this so-called homceopatliic csperlcnce. When, some timo 
ago, alluding to amateur llahiicmannic doctors, female and male, 
Dr Madden of Brighton, a distinguistied liomneopathic physician, 
thus spoke of their credulity and their cures: — "Their credulity ! 
"li I the wonders which they heard of daily, as affected by amateur 
practitioners (of liomocopathy) ; and what were these in tlie 
vast majority of cases 1 simply natural recoveries, in which 

THE ALI^POTENT GI.ORULE8 TOOK NO SHARE. Such boastlUg 

(observed I)r Madden) did infinite injury ; it might for a time con- 
vince the public, but the profession saw throngh tlie flimsy triumphs, 
and at once concluded that all their cures belonged to the same 
class." ' 

And wc havo — as I conscientiously believe — the most certain, and 
«nro, and ample reasons for extending Dr Madden's observation, in 
its fitllest force and significance (" boasting" and " credulity" in- 
cluded), from the whole sisterhood of homoeopathic amateur practi- 
tioners, to their brethren, the hnmocopathic medical practitioners. 
Indeed, taking a similar view of the ipiostiou, a lute amateur honicEO- 
pathlc writer, denounces as in practice altogether untrustworthy, 
all converted homoeopathic medical practitioners, like Dr Madden. 
" It is (observes Mr Everest), if the truth must bo told, a national 
calamity, and nothing else, wJion a doctor is convened. Armed 
with his diploma, he plnnges in mediae ret, gives pilules, drops, 
aconite water ; mistakes aggravations of the natural disorder, and 
plays almost as many pranks with the little single medicines as ho 
did with the compound ones.'" And Mr Everest (the |>ersonat 
fViend and iliacijile of Hahnemann) upbraids most modem liomceo- 
pathie medical practitioners, as knowing indeed little or nothing of tho 
proper practice of homdofipathy, or tlie principles of Mahnemann, 



< See SpMch ot Dr Modilen, after ■ dinner of tlie Rrilith UomiDopatliia Socielf , 
(m vino imiitu), re|>ort(-i] )n vol. v. p. Mi vfilio " Rrillili Junrnkl of Iluni<ropiii1ir," 
HuMuU at Eilinburgli. in Hic vliair. 

I. P. :s, 
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ami as consequently' commit ting "hideous" and "fiit!il"mislakeair 
practical application of the system of Hahnemann. For 
homoeopathy (ohser%'es this Reverend author) rushes through all tj 
Sage's precautions, like a mad bull through a field of flowers."- 
(P. 17.) 

At the same time, thoro remains behind a far more serious i 
solemn view of this discreditable medical charlatanry. For, in i 
lation to the question of homceopatliy and infinitesimal doses, i 
actually applied in practice, no one convereant with disease can 
shut liis eyes to tlie dangers of the system, in the way of omis- 
sion, if not of commission, — dangers which were lately stated in 
the I'ollowing forcible terms by Dr Williams, a gentleman acknow- 
ledged on all hands to be standing in the foremost rank of tho 
London physicians of the present day : — " You see (says Dr Wil- 
liams) all sorts of quackeiy, with homceopatliy foremost, ramj>ant 
through the land, deluding, by its unaccountable infatoadons, the 
powerful, the learned, the rich, and, worse than all, the poor, In mul- 
titudes i and not only are riches placed at the command of the in- 
atrumeuts oi' these fallacies, but, what are far more precious, and this 
is far more tenible to contemplate, — the lives of our fellow-creatures. 
In fact, there is at this moment throughout this country an awful 
system of trafficking or gambling with the issues of life and death, 
a perilous tampering with the elements of mortality ; nay, a Jeopar- 
dising, not of the body only, but even of the bouI, For who can 
say, where victims are hurried out of the world by a delusion, and 
for want of proper treatment, who can say tJiat some of such might 
not have been saved alive, and given time for i-epentance as well as 
recovery 1 It is altogether an awfiil consideration ; and I quite 
shudder when I look back at the number of melancholy cases which 
have come to my knowledge, where, at the eleventh hour, the regu- 
lar practitioner has been called in when it was too late ; when the 
precious time, in which medicine might have availed, had been 
wasted with homccoiiathy ; and we could only shake our heads, and 
lift up our hands, and exclaim, ' Alas 1 what folly I' and I fear we 
might add, ' What knavery too !' "' 



1 From " Keport of ihe Speeches on Irreguliir I'ri 
I'luvincial Medical Asaauiatian, p. Vi. 
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OMPUTATIONS REaABDlNG THE ACTUAL AMOUNT OF THE 
INFINITESIMAL DOSES OR DILUTIONS USED IN HOMEO- 
PATHY j TABLES OF THE DOSES OR DILUTIONS. 



At various parts in the preceding chapters I liave refeiTed to tlie 
sup[ioaetl amoiuit that is contained in the infinitesimal doacs of the 
drugs used by homceopathic practitioners. In the present Appendix 
let me take an opportunity of stating the principles upon which 
these computations have been made, 

There are four series of "doses," "potencies," " preparatiooB," 
"attenuations," "divisions," "degrees of division," "dynamizations" 
or " dilutions" (for these terms are used sjTionymously), in use 
amoug homompatliic practitioners : namely, — 1. The Lower ; 2. The 
Middle ; 3. The Higher; and 4. The Highest potencies. Dr Hempel, 
in his late work on the homceopathic materia niedica,' gives the fol- 
lowing definitions of these four potencies or attenuations : — 



, " The Lower potencies or preparations range fi-om the ori- 
^al forms of drugs (tinctures, or primitive chemical, vegetable, 
unerat, or metallic substances) up to the Ijtli attenuation." 

. " The Middle potencies (range) from the 6th to the SOtJi 
ten nation." 




. " Tlie Higher potem-ies from the 3flth to the 200th." 
* " Sdw Homo-opiitliii: Pharniacopu:tii udiI rusulog)'.' LoniioD, IS.'iO, p. 



2&i 



UOMfEOPATHIC SC^LE OF DILUTI0S3. 



4. " TliL' HiGQEaT iioU.'nci(!S from the 200tli to any atLuiiuaUof 
iiliove that mimber." 

" All thes«? different potendes are used," saj's Dr Hempd, " fi 
tlieu' respective adherents, and are proclaiiHed by theni as the I 
ami most useful ; or rather, only uscfiil pi'L-parations " (p. 39-) 

Without attempting to obtain (what seems really unattainafalt^ 
some compntatory idea of the extent to which a grain or s 
any drug is attenuated or diluted, in order to form one of t 
"high potencies,"' k-t us simply content ourselves with traong tj 

• Id the preceding pages we hare found various homcoopathic phyaiei 
mending and emplojmg potenciea as high as 100, 200, 1000, 3 
btsTore seen (p, 56) that in Gennsny (in I8dO) there were a ' 
of practitioners Btaancb adherenla to the high potencies ;" and that thej are ni 
■lsi> bj honneopathiBts in this cnunlrj (see pp, S7, 58 ; anfl foot-note, p. 
Walker, Mr Headland, and the English homiKopnthic cbemista and practitii 
themselres dulj prepared ^d keep for ose these higher dilutions. 1 have a! 
slated (p. lJ3)that one of the most fashion ahle and successful bomceopathic 
in Iiondon frequently prescribes his medicines in their 3D0t1i dilution. The chen 
my informant, has him^eir prepared and keeps in bis shop a 40,000th dilution 01 
tenutttion of arsenic. In the "Journal of HoniiMopftihy"for July 1862, Dr A 
(an Enclieh bomoiopathist), states — " I have obluined results from the 200th a1 
tion of arsenic and digitalis, which 1 could not obtain from the 30th or the 3d" 
(p. 438.) These attenoalions were prepared by Mr Headland, the London cbemist. 
In the " llomccopiilhio Journal" for October 1852, there is reported a disouH 
Hion, at the last Homoeopathic Congress, on the suhject of the proper doses or ■ 
tencies lo be used. In relation to this matter, Dr Beilby of Glasgow, at the disc 
■ion in question, spoke of having used successfully the 800th dilution of bemlofj 
Dr Moors mentioned havini* employed beneficially the lOOtb dilution of phospbon 
Dr Black, though alloning " that high dilations did cure 
the employment of the lower dilnlioDs, hoth and as moat easily made, and in orcleT'd 
remove " the prejudices iheir allopathic brethren had against them o 
the infinitesimal doses." Dr Rutherford Bnssell mentioned that, " wiih regaid 1 
his own experience in Ibis matter, he certainly hnd Keen very remarkable ( 
ocoasionally R-om high dilutions." " Homoeopaths (Dr Drysdale observed) Cl 
knew that a 15th, a SOth, or even a higher dilntion act»d very wall ; ir 
cases, indeed, more remarkably than low dilnvious, but his preference v 
still In lavour of low dilutions, although, perhaps, a more brillianc and signal si 
might be obtained from the higher," Dr Dudgeon stated that "he did not tl 
thnC the advocates of the higher dilulions had obtained any better si 
the advocates of the lower could show ; he had a very decided opinion in bTOu| 
the lower dilations in most cases, though there were some in which the higher 
bers seemed to care better." The chairman of the meeting. Professor Hende 
thought "there was as yet a total want of evidence of high dilations bcung n 
potent than the low." " As to the great difference of opinion respecting the dori 
for different cases, I think (Dr Henderson added) the one fact is vert q**i 
that from 30 downwards wo hare ampk evidence that the medicines do predno 
live effects. The only snbject of cnijuiry is what point is best. They all do prodlM 
au cITcct, but the dilioulty arisi^s ftom the very fact Ih^l ibcy all do prodnce ■ 
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iegi-t!c to wliicli a (p-aiii or a tii-op of a drag i-eqiiires to be atttiiiu- 

tedj in order ,to fonn only the " lower" or " middle " potencies of 

mceopatbic practitioners ; — that is to say, the attenuations, diln- 

lons, or potencies, which range from 1 to 30. 

Several homosojwithic works give the following, as their standard 

ible, to show the amount of a gi'aiu or drop (theae two quantities or 

s being usually regarded as synonymous) of any drug, which 

3 in the difleront "middle" and "lower" dilutions of liomoxi- 



Klly^ 



itlli/ of any Dr»ij in different Atlenttattoiis, or Potmicka,JVoiit tit 
Ui (0 (Ab SOth. 



First. 


= 


OneHundreaih ofii 


Drop or Grain. 


Stcciiiil, 


= 


One Ten-thousBwlth 


do. 


Third. 


= 


One Millionth 


do. 


aixtli. 


= 


One Billionth 


do. 


Ninth, 


= 


One Trillionth, 


do. 


Twelfth, 


= 


One QuadrillJDnth 


do. 


Fiftcenih, 


= 


One Quintillionth 


do. 


Eighteenth, 


= 


One Sextillinnth 


do. 


Twenty-first, 


= 


One Septillionlh 


do. 


Twenty-fourth, 


= 


One Oetaiionth 


do. 


Twenty- aevcnlh. 


= 


One Nonillionth 


do. 


Thirtieth, 


= 


One DecilUonth 


do, 



"The fraction," says Hempel, p. 36, "of tlio |.iiimitivf drop in 
«ach attenuation can easily be aBcertdnecl, since all the denominators 
of these fractions increase as the powers of 100. In the first attennOr 
tioD, each drop contains the 100th part of the primitive drop; hi 
the second, the 10,000th ; in the thinl, the l,0O0,00Oth part; etc, : 
so that, in tlie 30tli, each drop will contain the lOO'Hli or 
l,00O,0OO"'th \mrt of the primitive drop;" or in other words, its 
1,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000, 
000,000,000,000,000th part. Some authorities, however, as Dt 
Forbes, calculate a decillionth as still gi'cater, — reckoning it aa a nnit 
followed hy 72 cijibers, instead of a unit folloived only by 60 ciphers, 
afilliavc alwa^'s (to tlie sdvantii^ of the hoina^opRtliists) calculated 
\ the preceding chapters and m the present appendix. " The 

Bat the fan that nl/ HlltHnni, frim 30 d-iieiiaiardt, mlU prndann m fffwi, 
le e»ubli»ht'd ly ihi: f^iwieni-e ot xi.i.."~llnl<ih Jovmal •■/ //i>Mitc/>niiy 
r l8Sli.p. nui. 
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billionth attenuation" (says Dr Hempel of America), " in our 
guage, would contain three times three ciphers; whereas, in the 
German, it is meant to contain four times three ciphers." In the 
preceding chapters, I have, in accordance with the usual practice of 
English arithmeticians, always calculated a billion as a unity fol- 
lowed by 12 ciphers. The smaller numbers, however, yield suffi- 
ciently satisfactory and atartling results, without having recourse 
the higher, and perhaps more curruct, formulae. 

At pages 64, 65, I have cited Hahnemann aveiTing that, 
de9|)onding and suicidal patient will swallow, or rather smell mei 
a qiiintilhonth of a grain of golJ, he wilt be restored, within an In 
to peace of mind and love of life ; and I further stated, that 
reduce, acconhng to Hahnemann's own rules, one sijigle grain 
gold (or, of course, a single grain of any other homoaopathit 
down to quint iUionths, — or, in other woi-ds, to the 15th attennatii 
or potency, — the single grain of the medicine would reqiure to 
duly mixed through a mass of sugar proportionally equal to at li 
FIFTY globes or worlds of the size of the entii-e Eartk. 
quantity of sugar actually necessary to rednce one whole gr^ 
quin till ion ths, woiUd be a mass equal to sixty-one globes the sjze 
of the Earth, To prove tliis, let me subjoin one or two esplauat^ay 
remai'ks and the formula for this computation.^ 

The subjoined ai-itlunelical formula shows, first, the result wiien 
we divide a qnintillion of grains (the number contaioed in the first 
line in the formula below) by 240 (see second line), or the arerage 
number of grains of sugar, or sugar of milk, found by experiment 
to be contained in a cubic inch. Secondly, the quotient shows 
the number of cubic inches (as stated in third line) contaJsed 
in a quuitillion of gi-ains of sugar ; and this number, when again 
divided by the number of cubic inches in a cubic mile (stated in 
fourth line), yields the number of cubic miles of sugar contained ia 
a quintilhon grains of it. Lastly, when we divide this number of 
cubic miles (as given in fifth line) by the number of cubic miles 
contained in the mass of the Earth (as given in sixth line), we 
obtain the number of masses of sugar equal to the dimensions 
of the Earth required to make a qnintillion of grains of sugar. 



I 

the ■■ 



' As stated in ihe Preface 
revised for me and aulhemii 
Mathctnalici. 



mputntions have been kial 

it (liiitiripuisheil Prol'eaBOT* 



BIZE Ob' A (JUINTILLION OKAINH OK HIKIAII. 
1.0(M.OOO.OOO.OQO.O(KI.QOO,1»0,CMW.OOO.OOO , . . , 



4,108,667,000.000,000,000,000,000,000 . . ., 
^' aS4,30e,0(Jl,OG(J,«W cal..o miles. 



_ I5,381.000,000,omt 

~ ao3,"ooo,ood,()oo 



^= I'll globoa of tha liiilk of lli<i Eiirtli. 



A fjuint.illioii of griiins is t^xprosneU ttritliiiiftioiilly by unity fol- 
lowoJ by thirty ciiilnii-a, iis in llie first lino. A ijuiEitillion dividud 
by 24(1, tlic< iiuinl>i>r of (^•ti'ma nintiilncil in a kMv- indi of HUgar, 
^veH 4167 (]ua<lt'iIltoii cubic; liu'lios ol' siignr in tba (luiiitiliion of 
gruiuM. Tliefld 41(17 ijuadrillion cubic inclios divided by the number 
of cubic iiKihea in a cubic milu (viz., 25i,'Ar>ii,ORl,05C>,000), oi*, 
two liundrud iind fifty-four billions, thi-oo huiidrL>d and fifty-eight 
thoUiiHud imd sixty-ont" inllltous, mid fifty-six tluiusnnd, — gives lOjf 
bilHoTis of ciiliiu inches as tliu w/m of it inttss of sngur cuiituining a 
quiiitiliion grains of sugar. This Jiguiii, divided by 2(53,000,000,000 
(or twi> hundrL'd anti sixty-thi-ee thimsimd nine linndivd millions), the 
number of cubic miles in the globe of the eiirtli, gives as the result 
elXTT-ONB OT,0»ES OF SUOAU Ol-" TUB UIMENyiONS OP TUE EAItTIl 
Aft CONTAINED IN A QtllNTILUON OV (iUAINB OF SUOAIl. Tbo 

quantity of sugnr then rt'ijuired tor the redni^tiuu of ono singlo 
grain of gold, or oyster-shell, or sulphur, or any other homcDopalliic 
drug, to the filYeenth trituration or potency, is a mass equal to sixty- 
two times tho si/u of tlio Earth, And further, a [wrtion out of 
this unorinoiis muss, uqunl to a small pill or globule, is, accord- 
>iug to tliu tcitetu of lioma'Upalhy, a proper doso of tlio drug em- 
loyed. 
Dut llainiomniin cama latterly to use as hia couitont and standard 
'potency for gold, and all other drugs, a higher potency, viz., the 
thinietli. In his last work, " he of course (observes Dr Dudgeon) 
orders the decillionth or thirtieth dilution to be given In every 
To reduce, however, u grain ol gold or any other drug or 
ipposod drug to thiw ilecilliontli or tlurtieth dilution, would require 
sliiglu gi'uin of the medicine to be commixed tlirough a mass 
P sugar immensely greater than for the (luiutillionth or fifteenth 
lilution. Tho mass caji easily be ascertained by a simple rule of 
hiportion, for if a i^uintiUion grains or 



3Ri SIZE OF A DECII-LION GLOBOLE. 

HR- c(iual to fil masses of aiigar of the size of the earth, tliei 
(lecilUon of ^aiiis or 

l,0O0,OOO,OOO,0OO,O(M,0O0,()OO,OOU,IMtJ,lI(X),000,0(H),O0O,OO0,IKK),O0O,OOO,O00,O0O,0( 
will be equal to 

Cl.OOCOOO. 000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 
globes of sugar each of the (liraensiona of our planet. In c 
words, the proportion of any drng in the tliirtifth dilntion ' 
(lecilHonth globules of the homtcopatha is to the sugar couttuoed $ 
the globules aa ouc grain is to sixtv-onb quintillioNS ■ 

SPHERES OF SUGAR, EACH OF THESE 61,000,000,000,000,000,0' 
000,000,000,000 SPHERES OF 8DGAR BEING OF THE DIMENSIOl 
OF THE EARTH, 

The preceding calculations are founded on the idea that sugar 
is the medium used for attenuation in making the different potencies, 
one gi'iun of the drug with 99 grains of sugar forming the 
first attenuation ; one gi-aln of the drug with 9999 fomving the 
second attenuation ; and so on. But generally alcohol, or alcohol and 
water, ai-e employed to form the attcnuatious or dilutions. With flnid 
substances it is employed as the medium of attenuation or dilution 
from the first ; and with solid substmices after the third attenuation. 
(See the details already given in p. 40, etc.) The globules {when 
Bugar-globules and not tinctures are used) are medicated by being 
merely touched by the moistened stopper of the phial which con- 
tains the proper alcohoHc potency in its proper attenuation, as the 
10th, 20th, or 30th. (Seo p. 41). The follo-n-ing Table is con- 
structed on the form of the preceding common table of homceopathic 
attenuations, and is drawn up for the purpose of showing tJie 
quantity of alcohol or fluid required to dilute or reduce one single 
grain or drop of any medicine down to the princijial attenuationa or 
potencies, as the 1st, 3d, 15th, etc. The computations are made 
on the idea that (as is usually calculated by writers on physics) the 
first GO drops of fluid arc equal at least to a draclim ; 480 drops 
are equal to an ounce ; IGO ounces equal to a gallon ; one gallon 
equal to 277 cubic inches; and 254,000,000,000,000 cubic inches 
equal to a cubic mile. The diameter of the orbit of Neptune (» 
24th and 30th attenuations) is reckoned at 5,700,000,000 i 
and the distance of the nearest fixed star as 20,000,000,000,01 
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ible ghowing ike qitartUty of alcohol or fiuid required to dissolve one 
L tingle grain or drop of a homaiopathic drug (as sulphur, aconite, 
MMc) do«m into tite folloieing homceopatltic attenuations or dilutions. 

'So. of Attenuation, 



L one and a-half teaspoonfuls 



3ne grain, ur drop, i 
of alcohol. 

t 2d Attenuation. — One grwn, in twenlj-one fluid ounces of alcohol. 

I ad Attenuation. — One grain, in two thousand and eighty ounces ; or 
in one hundred and four pints of alcohol. 

■One grain, in thirteen million gallons ; or in two 
hundred and six tlionsnnd hogsheads; or in 
fifty-one thousand tuns of alcohol. 

|_9;h Attenuation. — One grain, in a lake of alcohol with a volume of 
about fourteen cubic miles ; or iu a lake of fifty 
fathoms in depth, and presenting two bundred 
and fifty miles of square surface. 



BtSlh Attenuatio 



—One gi"ain, in a sea containing about fourteeu 
miUion cubic miles of alcohol ; or in a quantity of 
fluid equal to a aea six limes the size of the Medi- 
terranean Sea. 

[^5th Attenuation. — One grain, in an ocean of fourteen hillion cubic 
miles of alcohol ; or iji an ocean about forly-six 
thousand timoe gi-eater than the whole waters 
contained in all the oceans of the Sartb. 

P4lli Attenuation. — One grain, in an ocean of fourteen quintillion 
cubic miles of alcohol ; or in a quantity sujU- 
cicnt to make one hundred and forty masses, 
each filling a sphere extending from limit to limit 
of the orbit of the planet Kcptune. 

[0th Attenuation. — One grain, in an ocean of fourteen septillion cubic 
miles of alcohol; or in a quantity sufficient to 
make one hundred and forty billion spherical 
masses extending from limit to limit of Neptune's 
orbit! or in a quantity equal to many hundj-ed 
spheres each with a semi-diameter or radius ex- 
tending from the Earth to the nearest fixed Star. 
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This tltirtiL'th, or last, of these attenuations or dilutions I 

according to }iahnemann, the most appropriate dose of every drug ■ 
in evety disease. Foi- we Lave ab-eady found him strongly and 
solemnly declaring (see p. 50), that " it holds good and will continue 
to hold good as a homooopathic therapeutic maxim, not to be reftited 
by any experience in the world, that the best dose of the properly 
selected remedy is always the very smallest one in one of the high 
dynamtzations, X (or the 30th dilution,) as well for chronic as for acute 
diseaseB." Now, this 30th dilution, which Hahnemann thus asserts 
as indubitably " the heat dose" of all drugs for chronic or acute dis- 
eases, consists of a decillionth of a grain of the drug used ; or, in 
other words, it consists of a MINUTE GLOBULE OF SUGAR, MOISTENED 
BY BEING SIMPLY DIPT IN A DROP OUT OF AN OCEAN OF FLUID 
ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY BILLIONS (OR 140,000,000,000,000) 
TIMES AS LAIiGE AS OUR WHOLE PLANETARY SYSTEM, AND ^VHICH 
BNORMOU8 OCEAN HAS BEEN MEDICATED FOR THE PUEPOSES OF 
HOMCEOPATny, BY HAVING DISSOLVED AND MIXED THHODGH IT 
ONE SINGLE GRAIN OF TFTE APPROPRIATE DRUG. 

Surely common sense and common sanity both dictate to the 
human mind that it is utterly impossible that any such dose, from 
any such an inconceivable ocean, medicated by a mngJe grain of 
any drug dissolved and mixed m it, can have any possible medicinal 
effect upon the human body, cither in a state of health or in a 
state of disease; and, — looking at these and tlie numerous aud 
diversified facts, confirmatory in all respects of the same 
VIEW, which have been already stated in the preceding pages, — we 
cannot but conclude with a writer whom the homceopathisls them- 
selves regard as the mildest and fairest among their opponents, 
namely, Dr Forbes, that in rejecting homceopathy, " we are dis- 
carding what is AT ONCE FALSE AND BAD — USELESS TO THB 
SUFFERER — AND DEGRADING TO THE PHYSICIAN." 
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Ague, ite cure by cinchona barit, 313. 
^ineoraUo by infinites imal doses of It, 



Aloo 



It pro4tioed by quinii 



|]BBede3 



mplio> 



'.343. 



jiHLiiic iaw, 46. 
AnopUhic drug* and dosen, entrcplitioua 

use of, by hoiDicoiuiths, 33, 1S8. 

Dr Tavior on, 189. 

Allopathy and bomieopatby, poBsible con- 

iuDL'tlon of, in practice, denounced by 

Hahnemann, Blaoic, etc., 19, 196. 

Mr Bradribb on this conjunction, 194. 

Dr Henderaou's adherence to, 19. 

Ainiioiiiio, Prince, tiiB espialnry victim for 
IB phyniea] reilemp^on ' " '' " "" 
m, duraOon of ayi — "" 
lleurhani(Bopatnl 

xli; Dr Bladden nn, 111. 
AndraliM., his triftl of bomorapsthy. 375. 
Antheiminticii, action of, not dlsooTorable 



Berltiey, Bishop, ou tnr-water as an nni- 
vereal remedy, 80, 238. 

BiitionChs, time required to swailow one 
(^am in biiliontbs, 13. 

Bonninghaasen, petilioa to suppress vacci- 
nation, 249. 

BoBquet, mntnal inflnenca of Bcnall-poi and 
cow-pox, 168. 

Bosqnitlon verBU* Hahnemann, 100. 

Box, hisbirr of a liomccopathic, IB; swat- 
iowiiig of whoic contents of one, 224; 
analoEona coutenCa of witch-bnxes, 143-3. 

Bread-pills, aotioa of, under mental impres- 

Breda, medicinal woodera at, tmm snal- 

lowing nothing;, 83, 84. 
Bng-bltes cured h" — ' 

bugs. 38. 
Bushnau, Dr, pecuniary anggeatiODS as to 

cinchona, 348. 

Oalcnlationa of the doses c 



imilowing doses of 



Canniznaro, Duke dl, dealh of, from concen- 
trated nni Tomica, 33. 

Carhonate of limo or chalk, symptoma of, 
7S; list of dissimilar dteeases cored by. 



a religions ideas 

orit.32,a3. 

Asnrlions, hommopathiCi nnacrapnloos 

Oharaoter of, 69, 374, etc, 
Aasoclation tor the protection of homo^o- 

pMhio stadents and practitioners, 7. 
Asthma, acUon of ipeoacDaaha on, 917. 
Attcuoatious, quantity of drujt in tliam, S3, 

61, 281 ; calcalaUons rCFardiug, 363. 
AnxiliarieSjCmpioTmentD^iahooiceopatby, 

193. 
Dr Madden on, 190. 

Bacon, I.ord, on nilchea, HO) iiia belief in 

•i.t,2ii0; medicinal 

in I'd prophylactic 
Tilted. 230; various 
ed by, 230; ileln- 



„._« of, 2BU. 
Charlatanry often patronised by rank, 36 ; 

and apeoially by clergymon, 7, 146. 
Cholera treated by Internal dosea of cholera 

Injections, 39. 
Chnmel, Profeaaor, bis cases of agae oand 

by rest, diet, etc., 247. 
Chronic diseaaea, mostly the reaolt of genu- 
ine itch or cofl^, 34, 271. 
Cinchona bark, cure of ague by, 243. 
the origin of homu^opathy, 241; Dr 

B. Kuaaeil on,242; Rev. Mr Everest on, 

343. 

cures, but does not canae ague, 243. 

Hahnemann's Grst eiperimeiit nitb, 

nullified, 268. 
pecuniary suggestions regording-, 

S4S. 

Clergy, the, impossible cures nttested by. 



ia infiniteaiina! doses, 
Colchicum, action or, in gout, 916. 
CoUageB and eiamiaiug boards, rcsalutiooa 

of, 1; pre&o^ "'-' 



ll,a__ 
CompoDnd irtigs or mifturea dennunced 

by Balmemaiiu, yet man; ol liia ^lobnlea 

true commiiturca, 47. 
Confeisians of a homi^apiithist, citnipt 

from, 33. 
Canreralon, splritusl, bomisopathy SBsential 

to, 36: obstructed by ituh, 28. 
Connack, Dr, dd diBbDacsty of homceopBtbic 

practidoQers, 192; Hav. Mr Eveiesfa 

letter to, 7, 213, etc 
Con-poi, ita reUtiooBto aiaall-pax,'lfi2-156, 

349', DOtannibiliLtcd by sutall-poi, 163. 
Credulity, meiliciJ, its viuioDS focmH, 139 ; 

the same not extended to qnockerios in 

law, p(ditj<!s, agricoltora, etc., 199 i me- 

ioiil credulity of England, 238. 
Croup, homceapathy not applicable to, 373. 
Onres, InatanEe oF, by mistaken InGnitesi- 

mais, 8G; cures vaunted, tulures coa- 

cealed, 91. 
Cnttle-fish ink, aomber of symptoms of, 

250. 

Dary, Sir Homphrey, his cure of paralysis, 
S5, 

Decillionth doses, the beat dose of Hahne- 
mann, 3!l, 271 ; calcnlations as to its 
actual amouut, 51^ 60, 284 ; fluid recinireil 
to dilute one grain into deciltion dosea, 
asS; lengtbof a ran of decillion globules, 
63,54. 

Delusions, list of, produced by bomoiopathia 
medicinoa, 7G. 

Diet, artjoles of forbidden, 83; theglobides 
as a safe form of, 224 ; renjedud efficacy 
of, S3 ; idiosyncracies in, 232. 

Dilations, scale of, 40, 2S1, 28C 

high, thdr niiture and eiteal, 56, 

58, 143, 379, 380 ; advocates of tbeae, 65-8, 
etc,; amount of Quid rei^ub^Gd for the 
lower and middle dilations, £85 ; bo« 
fbrmed, 43; same therapculjc effect at- 
le^d from all dilutions, 59, SGG, 300. 

Disciples, number of^ no test of trutb of any 
system, 144. 

Diseases, aggravated by large doaes,30; best 
dose for all, 60,386; eompositiou of, 173; 
cureof diaaimilar,bjBamDdrug,228; law 
of Qon-recurreQl^ 260 ; nature's imre of, 
by similars, 161 ; their trequentapontane- 
OM core, 82, 114, 108, 197, 273; change 
their types at dtiferent times, 104. 

Dose, the very smallest, the best, 39; a 
billiontii, 13; a docilliontb, 12, 61, eta.; 
repetition of, 236 ; effects dltier irith sisc 
0(^228. 

Doses, vast differences bet«-ccn diffeienl 



dilutions, 50, 60, 2GSi com 
bazardoua, 228. 
Drug, number of symptoms 
each, 3d9; quantity of, in a 

Drugs, bom(eopatlii& acUona o^ d 
in different individuals, 203; ao 
iaBnitesimata an imaginary effsot, HfiBt 
onre of disaimilar diavasesby aame dnu^ 
338; dilutions of, not essential, HOSi 
dynaminalion of, 46, 303 ; method of ditto. 
3B4 ; theory of ditto surrendered by IMer 
homicupatblst'*, 269; moral and reUgions 
symptoms from same, 30; phyiiaal piooft 
of efficacy of, 119 ; pl^ical qaaot&y set 
aside in, 143 ; quantity of, in atcenuafioii^ 
231 ; relations of, to diseases, 241 1 e^Kji 
tnal power of, 23. "^"^ 

DynanuiatJon of drugs, 4S, 863; hcn 
feeted Qiecluuiieally,46; doctrine ' 
reudercd by later bonicBi: ' ' 



Everest^ Ber. Mr, Interprotatjon ot lj 
X. T, 8. 35 ; opinion o^ regardiog' boOL 
pathie oonverts, 277 ; on orij^n of tloM 
pathy, 242; sermon of, how ft" ■"■-"■ 
gated by homceopatliis 
34; list of crimBS, elne, Mo^ I 
from ieproay 01 '""'" "" 

Evidence, value of, in medicines Bl' 

EiceptioDB, humieopatby tbunaad, n 
363. 

Eiperience, as a test of homieopdJiy^ 
300,276; as a test of Ma)[netoscoi>«,lW; 
contradictions of humiBopathiD, 270-% 
with amnieta, 107 ; fallacies in, credulity 
[■cgarding, 81. 

ExnerimcDls, public, 
S75. 

Fattb, homcEopathio profession o^ &, 

as a curative meaos, S3 ; hom 

patluccaseofit,86. 
f ieisohmann, Dr, on combility of Pneu- 
monia, 373 ; hospital returns of analysed, 

8ilex,~ moral symptoms from it 

nnt of, required for the (tilutious, 

pressure with 

fHctlons, I 



01, e. 
Flint c 

48,411 
Fluid, a 



Forehead, blow on, cui 
the thumb, 313. 

Frost-bite, curod by 
homcsopaUiicolly, 3 
cure oi:350. 



Germany, state of honKCopathy In, 3 
Dr Osuai' Prieger ou ditto, 36. 

Clobalea or pill^ as articles of ^el^d| 
mode of making them, 41,267) ^OtO 
11 ; length of a row of a declllion^ 
made by infection, 44 ; not liiiildMI 
medicated, 16 ; contain pol«&tiMd-il 
from the mortars used, 48; ^n'*** 
sugar required to make, 307, 

Goltje, burut sponge, a '' 

cure of, by iodine, 6^ 3[ 
choll on ditto, 26? 
iiHline, 6EI, 263; pull 
a remedy for, 253. 



■Uuiiiiislvred by olfautioii lu milL'iiliii 
iniH, 04 ; error in giving it fur suvli, 
' ; medlcinBl In InflnlUilinnl dmcB, 19. 



.nuf. 



210. 



MtraWs cam ttustuit by Buylv. Plam- 

ud, ato., 80, St. 

</, Dr Zaoliary, on wllcliemft, Ut. 
jHiUtioii, iloctrlni! of aimllia almllibiui 

unpBred to, ^40. 

'; Dr. Ilia pntbii of high <lllDtltinfl, SI); 
— .L — j^i („ ^g BojeliBd, 938. 






EX. 289 

■J^i InHTillolinal <1imi'!<, nii ewuilillul cle- 
niHiit In, as, au, 234 1 orl»iii of, In inlud of 
Hihuemanti, 341, 24fi; plijBioaJ Isiti set 
n«lde In, HS ; reaulaite fbr *p)r<tuAl oon- 
verdoii, 'M; spiriluol lendenalM of, E3: 
public trial of, by M. Aiidrnl, 3TE, ISB; 
do. in BoHla tUKlNftiile*, S;0. 

Hooplns-oouitli prevented by nieules, lAO. 

Buree, Or ukim'h, cured by BmelUit); an 
infliillvilmal, V^S. 

HoBpitnl rcturai.oompaiiwtnofthoasof the 
hoiiKBiipalliio Vienna honplul with llie 
Edinburifb loflniwry, 07; with the pru* 
vinclol eoDtCbh, lOa; diihonmtv of iMnB 
of PlDlai^hmiui'i retama, 107; Mr Bimp- 
iuii'b BapOTBtrung BtatiBtica, 9i, 99\ Dr 
Onlrdner'B rcmarka, m, 101; Thonuos'a 
Hvo fatal hoipliHl diusBea, OV; London 
honKeaputbiu hoBpiUlB, their cbarkOUr, 



on, hia Bntecedenli, 3 ; conaldered 
mgttT from hcuien, 2] ; tlie n«<r 
WnifellaL:!!; inspiration ur,21; contra- 
letioni of, 371, 273 ; hlB denunciation of 
'd aoliool, 3, 8D, 1 1 4 ; of any mixed prBo- 
h IS; his flrat oaparlmaiit lu homoio- 
hf, 2SS; mode of practtee of, 14; 376. 

'' cununt of hia actual belief, Hudderafleld, ohnlent Bt,OD. 
■AC, N)| niB uilireprtaeutationB, 10; of 
Wlllan. 1S4; of Biuquillon, 160; hlaboaat- " 
Inir, SI); bis uliangeableneas of opinlan, 
370, 
Hshoenvann FabliBhlni; Suolety, ita mem- 
bera, ate., 78. 
nil, 111- MuTBhall, on mudlml ijoackery, 

iiiiTionj', want of, on homtpopalhy among 
hf,i.ui.„i,athB, 240, 272, Ptc. 
UnaiiK, Dr, his case of Field-Manliall 
" dL'i-iiy, aro. 

;iirtli, L>r, liii sxperimonta with metnl- 



jkorlea, patrona of, 140, 
« produced ajid aided by. 

Infection, globulea prepurtd by, 44. 
luflDlteBiinal doieB, aualyab of allegvil.SQi 
argument for wtion of, derived froDi 



T 

iiiiiiint, Dr, on acale of dllntlona, etc., 279. 

euderauii, I'rofeaBor, advocacy of mixed 

praoiloF, lUi ourallvc oKiau uf InHollo- 

ainala from SOth dilution downwarda, 280. 

Hvrpea, alleged oure of, by meaalea, 106. 

Honohen, S& John, UliutrUionB fh>m, 34 1 ; 

on oninine, 343; on cure of Goitre by 

iodlna,lU3i on aea-acurry, 3J>1 ; on vac- 

oinMlou, 340. 

atgit dlluduni, 01 

(on «r Uielr efficacy, «^' Si 
ITuliaiiilae, Piino*, hla curen, «. 
Homoeopathic mode of cure, rationale of, 

2 IS. 
Ili.iui'iipatliic petition to University of 

Cllntiui-iili. T. 

lloUHLiipntltio practitioner!, dlahonoaly of 

ai-niv, IU3,3SD,33,00; aupercredulity of 

t«4hw^ ItSS t auoolMlon for prolcotlun of, 

^^A fiwm of llaenea to, 31 -, oatli adralhia- 

1 to,S8; genanl auiidurd of iuMII- 

m MnoDit, 33, 

Mpathio prohibitions, Kl. 



, 187 
a, 361 



mental phenomena, 393; ditto, dnrlvcd 
from inoculation, 308 ; ditto, dvrived from 
amcllB, 334; ditto, derived from mineral 
HHtcra, 235; an eiaontial ettmMit of 
liiiniai<ipiithy,38.39i caluulatlonB roiiard- 
liig umoiinl of druK« in, 383 ; actual prv- 
eaiice at drugs In, attompted to be proved 
iilWBicBllv, lllf, 130; curatlvo edi'cl of, 
Indepenileiit of quantity, 3V9; Dr Hen- 
dervoa upon, 260; liieffiuacluuB In euro 
of iMpw, M8i naturo and mode of prc- 
puHliK, 40, 43 ; iinniliL-r of trllurutluiis ni- 

'!"'■ I ' '■■■■ ■ "' '■IHi.-npy of lliO, 

l:' '. '. .4Li|,er!H,-m<iblllly 



derived from, 338. 
luBMlly Mused by itch, lis. 
Iodine, action of, not aacertalnable on 

healthy body, 36S ; cure of Koitro by, 1^ 

303 -, duBB not CUUBC Koltre, 08, 3S3. 
Ipecaouanha, action uf, lu aatlima, 317,310; 

■■■ -romiUug, 374. 



; aptillad to veterinary 
baaed on Bymptomatolojo', 
'd Hlth nilcfioraft, l!l!l; 



. .1 or pBora produced by prosenoe of an 

iuBuot (acarua), SB. 371 i cauxaa 

nliclitha of alt otironic dlHeaw 
371, 114, 1*3; may Mt' ' "' "■ 

inaanity, ifS; ouiwu uy 

1 by iiiMTii 



lu ndnd a 



t i compared i 
JBrae of naturu inverted In, 149; 
bymaiit of auxlliariei In practlBing It. 
IBi lla Bik'gcd fore - Bhad ■ =■ - '- 
irlpturo, 34 : fouii ' 
"■ 30.1; l»u thn i 



s;s„; 




nimal dosei derived from, 33-i. 
MetulJlc tractors, Perkins', 97, 8S. 
MiorowjopB appealed to in order to f 



, , .unilitloD af hoiiKeopatliy in, S 

its homffiojiabhia tiuipitul defuuvt, 3fi, 
LetaoQ'julce a reined]' for aen-aaatiy, b 

□ot liomruDpatliic, 362. 
Leprosy ufsuripture, a iuh, M. 
LfuuirrbiBa cured by iuteriukl duses 

poCeutized leooorrbeiL] matter, iO, 
Lice, dmeg of, (imduce 'iSS Bymptoois, 2 

itch unred by, 3B, 
Lniidon. cbaracter of homceopathic linspiti 

in, 276. 
LiiDK, 8t John, history of, 37 ; medit 

knowledge of, 300; slleijed exLnu'tiou 

mercnry by. SOU. 
Lang», spoutaueoua core of ia&unmatioQ of, 

17, loa. 

Macltoy, Dr, on witclicraft, 1*4. 

Madduu, Dr, on unateor hom<B<ipatliistB, 

2TT ', on ttie maguetuseoite, 122, 131, 137, 



IB*. 
MoDti to be attended t 

dniKs, 7S. 

Moure, Dr, on medical evidence, 81. 197- 
Moral and reileiooH Byuiptoma produuadtLnd' 

cured by various drains, 30. 
Mormonism and Bahuemsnnidin, tompul- 

eon of, 10. 148. 
' Mortaiity, dlmiunttou of, ia England, 110; 

diminution among infants, 117. 

19; the iLdebd);abie apostle uf bomuio- 
pathy, 22. 



Magnatiim or meamerlBm and the pasaiiuiB, 

Erofinga and symptoms of, 67 ; adopliou 
t bmiiixopathy, 1113. 
netosoope, the, 130, 137; its iDfaillbUity 



moral, 137 ; experimenla with, 132, 
propositions supposed to be proi ' ' 
124; affeoled by a 40,000 di . 
araeuic, 12G ; as certain as a macliemati- 
obI eqnation, 139 ; bntoil its luuvemeuli 
the reBuit uf muaouiar muvi 
part of the opeiator, 133, i:t_. 
Male-fern, noprovinga of; yet alleged to bt 



'tara cured ulao tliua, 

with houutopatliy M, 
2Ta <■ 

Nalnral physics, course of, inyerted in Jl 
mceopathy, 143. 

Neligan, Dr, on cure of Itcb, U 

Nenton, Bir laaac, Babnenmn 



loD of Oath administered by honueopathie oi 






icEopathic, I»l. 

Measles, and small-poi, similar hut do not 
eure each other, IGS. etc. ; curative of 
litrpes and miliaria which are ditsimiiar 
toi(,iOS: preventin if dlaaimilar hoop 
in;;-couirli, I51i , Busiiuillun misrepresent- 
ed, 160. 

Medical confidence, beuoficiai iniiaence 
of, 83; Qaliueuiaun s reliani.e upon, 17, 

sa 

MediuiiialaKgravBtions,aparnmi 
pie of houiiEoiwthy, 2Ufi, .01 , 
207 ; Bceptivisi 



Hi'diciiii 



:, 211. 



jopatl 



iwer of, dependent on 
.^o.....i„.u ..^^..iraiuonuf the disease, 209; 
made by iulcctiou, 44; poteotized by be- 
iu); earried in Uie pookel^ 42 ; potentiied 
by repealed shakes, 43 ; spiritoai powers 
of,140; incrBaaet]ievitalforce,3]a (See 
also Drugs.) 
Uedidnes (simple) rendered compound by 



patliists themseiven, 47, 40. 
Mental deltt^ns, various kinds from various 

druK-a, 77. 
itleiitui iinpressiuui;, curutive, and futiil re- 



iinlllHcd l>: 



■io7. 



209. 

PBlo-coto,or goilie-sdck, remedy fur goitre, 

aS3. 
Paraplegia, as a result of homitoputllio 

treatment, 107. 
Paris, experiuienta made at, to 

puthv, 268, 27fl. 
Paris, Dr, bis letter to a huiaoio{uttU 

didate, 1. 
Fatbolugioal anataniy, 

nionon.y, 1T4. 
Perkins, his patent metaliic-trautac^M, 

cprtiGcatss in tlieir favour, 81 ; 4 

noudroan efiiBCts, 85. 
Petition, homcBopalhic, 

EdinhurKb, 7. 
Ptiysical pheuomeliB, as u lupposed pi 

homcGUpathy, 149. 
Piano, congh excited by plsyingo 

hy uarbonato of lime, li 
Plemisj, treatment of, by , 

legitiinate phyaioiaiis, 178; DrOi 

dcliuitiouB, 7U ; ' " ■* 



1, 178; aliegeil elftot or squiili Soriplnre, homiPOpBthiu inWrpreWtioiia of, 
9.; ; hommopathy foreshadowed in, 24. 
Sealin^-WBi, fatat resulta afWr Bwallowiag 



hoodIb, a toaah-atoite of skill, 103 ; ah- 
.rvatiiiiiK of I^uia, GrisolJe, Dietl, i>ii 
■ freqaent spontBoeaaB euro, 17, KIS ; 
itU^cs uf 1u treatment by Dietl, with' 
It luediciiip, lOS; iaDOrrairtueBa of Dr 

in"!! hunxeopathlc reports, itiH; 

I results from hooKBopathic treat- 
> treatmimt at ftll, 105, 100; 
jnptomD, duratloD, eta. of it varied by 
mper treatiueut. 111); Hmall mortality 
"W it iu Army and N&vy retunin, 1 13. 
--.■■■■i relaUve treatment uf In humcBo- 
ptlhyaud legitimate medicine, cumpti red, 

a, deacriptioTi of, 279, 

. nitiiiuKiductriuuaF. (dBsUynamixation.) 

t pMhiblUona in diet, boraceopathlc, S3. 
Provinics of dnign msde in diffuntut ways, 
CB i fmportaiioe, 77 ; imposture practlseil 
bj.aas; uatnreof Hriiueniauu-B, 287-8; 
tneir mDraiity,70. 
Faors, (See luili ) 

QiHOk, Dr ^Icail'ji aiiLtdote of a Londan, 

i39j MattiiKws- letter to, 178. 
Qii^iuhery, n\ims spent ill advertising, and 

f'jr ?Uitnpi, :jaj ; promoted by the olarKy, 

(i<i,ii'k i^ystetii!!, enumeration of the moro 

Quill, i)r, oil tbo mngiietaKUpii, 121), ISU. 
Quinine does not produc-e n)jUu, 24J-1 ; 

Dnmiiar uf symptoms of, 2fii. 
Qulbtililuiitlis, tlie aniouDt uf sujpir luid duid 

required for, 6«, IBS, 'iS5, 

lUdrUky, Fli-ld-Uurshall, case of, 270. 
Hationafe of liomcDa[>B.tiiic method of cure, 

3l'i; its coiitradietorj' diameter, ^1^. 
Bnpunnt, reuiediai efficacy of, 9'2. 
Keliyioiu symptoms caused and cured by 

ranous diu^, 30. 
BtiUjliuus uuiiverBiuu ajded by hommupa- 

BepetiUon uf doite, ruins laij dunii by 

loo fre(iueut,U:J7i allei^atiuns about one 

lillgia dose or smell curing a pleurisy, etc., 

177. 
Ituolutious of the eulleses and meJiual 

■ueiillas, 1, 3, 
KoUlh.Dr, fDlludeaorhonKe putl y U3 
Ituhblng' quackery, its liialur) 9 II eory 

1^; character, Ulll. 
Uaaavll, Or K., origin of hammapullj J4 

M5; on ipeiiacuaii, etc. i 4 

■via, eiperimeula with liouileapatby iu 

«r, Mr, his mai^GtoAH pi, ai d expun 
Its. l:ll, etc ; Uf Qmi s reuurks 
I Or King's. 1^1. 

. eiful >ne>licniaeut in 30cli di- 
ll, *il provinjrsor symptonia of, 73 i 
-'— "- a tear, super-llabiiemanuii', 



Saa-scnrvj, care of by lemon-jnice, etc., 
ZJil I its former revsKCs, lA. 

Shakes, iiicrvaee the potencies of drugs, 43; 
nnmber required in preparing medicines, 
43; Haimemann's roles, 284. 

Silex, symptoms from, 48 ; in every homuio- 
pathic drug from the mortar used, 48. 

Similarity of symptoms, smoiint of, not de- 
fined, 163; must be great, 164; lyinres 
of law wliea similarity great. 1(19 ; Buocesa 
where not creat sluiilarity, 166, 167. 

Similla ilmaUnu earanba; Ian uf, 337 ; de- 
fects uf proof of it, 240, 2fi4; Ruppused 
analogies in physical and moral pheno- 
mena, 149; ditto in nature's curetk Ifil ; 
an lublllble law, 237, 2S4; an infallibia 
anlrersal law, S37-6, 245; bat disproved, 
!54; ditto in case of cinchmm, 246; in rao- 
cl nation, 24EI ; in scurry, 251 ; KiHtre.etc, 
3fi2; bllnreof,iaprDdnutii>nofagoe,34;t; 
failure of, in cntaneDua diseases, 240; a 
law in witchcraft, 147. 

Small-poi, Its alleged removal of cow-pox 
giieu by Bahnemann aa proof of h'lmiHO- 
pathy, 1S2; Hahnemann^ own antliority 
stataa the very reverse, 163; oow-no< con- 
current witli, 160; Bosquet's dedactlana, 
158; cure of amaurosis, ophthalmia, etc., 
by, 160; prevention of, by vaoclnittion, 
241;anon'reourrentdiBeaee,360; effteta 
of vaccination aimn, 249 ; thuja, an al- 
le|^spealfiofor,210 ; treiUed by lutcroal 
doses uf smail-puK matter, SO. 

8ina11-pox and Meivili^s, similarity of, 1G8; 
but not curative of each other, ITO. 

Smells, aivumeut for iuiinilesinui] doles 
deriveil from, 234. 

Sineiling of dry globules, Hahueownn's 
lust mvourlto mode of exhlhiling his 
medicines, S3-0Si smell uf a gold leu, 
65. 

Snow-friotion remedy for frost-bite, nut 
liomoeopBlh!c,265) ditto eiplaiiieil, 25U- 

Speech on homceupathy at Medico-Chi- 
rurgleal Society, 8-20. 

Spiritualisation of druga by shaking and 
rubbing, as, 14a 

Starch-pills, symptoms and I'ures from,2IM. 

Statis^oa of homcnopatiilc hoKpitaJs, Ul) ; 
causes inUuencing, 94; nioilified by gradi) 
orpatJents,ii, ; modlfled by hospital ai'- 



of diseases, 97-101 ; modlfled by errors iu 
nomenclature, 103; of honticopathic com- 
pared with BHUsb hospitals, 102; of pii- 
vale humiBopatliio pnio^oe, W. 

Statistical proof of diminution of mortAllty 
in Londnn, eir.. 116, 117. 

SifplT.... M.-* l.,.r o„..,.|fic for gra»ol and 



ji-hyiaclli' iHJWvr uf ;;i . 
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«ki|iw«*«#«iMlMiK« ••' •iMmwsl part*, a-lripMl 

«<«tN> . • 4i«ipa •«r*U»Mil h%. Sl.'i 
^•nmMmainti^, lMiiMMifiAlli% Km^ on. 

^•iMMMM* flMii itrttpk. mntTwAiniir} rha- 
««.<«»• «M. #Mii «Mi»r &f9tK UH ;* dnra- 
«M SAN . l l iMwii^4g* nf •inm* tv- 
1 lb* MfMMifMalilr finutin-. O^T; 
I. ain nim nhig. IK: namhrr of 
•w' -««^> t.> par) lime *J^. fWMlarrd in 
iMaHht litaliv^iiaK b;i itme^. fti. 

^<"^»*»»m. w^-, ?■«■,• r^nalinpnl n| In hnmn***- 

•«•■* • ••» • ii^*iiiiMiti« ntMtirtiM'. 171*. 
IN. .. n Mk«v»«. ••• altrfvk] liittnitf>«iina1 
*«ii>^ X- ■wM.ini^^ )•> ar. allcjrpU ii*- 

^^•^■-» •-• . •- ikk«ii«^ »" ilnyy^ to 

»- -—..•... ,*.,» ■;. ^ t4" nniiihi'«- n-- 

- ■ .^•.•^^ K,\iniT<offwi?hit' mt^ 



VarriiuiiMB, arvpnient dn-iTed 

rNtino of aaMll-pox br, 341, 24 
VMftinanr |iiaciit% hoinoeoiMUl 

to. 221*, 2Cl. 
VipniM, nnmber of popili it hon 

boRiatafe in, 34. 
Vl» BiKlioMriz natorB, g2; Hali 

flUth in. 17. 
Vital ftirrc, the, inereaaed bj iMno 

OMHlirliMB, 213. 
Vnmitiiiff, ^wcacaanlia in, 274. 

H'atrh-makliiff and lioniceopathT c 

1 7i'i. 

Whatplv. I>r, hfalofne,85; hispn 

Willaii and Hahnnnann, 154. 

M'illiainR. I>r. cm homceopathjc ( 
an«l efferti, 278. 

Wine* an alleged ezoeption to hom 
lav. 4r.. 

Witrhmfi, it8 analoeries with beli 
mtropathT, in alle^d Triritnal ] 
drops i*0; in doctrine of tra 
tioiiis 142; in abrogations (rf 
|ih\-Mcs hv both, 143 ; the simili 
bns in witeheraft, 147. 

l\'oincii froqnent victiinfi of ilhisioE 

^'oml. Dr. hi^ compntationB regar 
inflnitcMinal doses, fiB. 
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